News of The Citizens (Mark 4:35 – 7:8)

Preached by Pastor Andrew Ong to Adam Road Presbyterian Centre on 24-25 March 2001.

4:35 That day when evening came, he said to his disciples, "Let us go over to the other side."  

36 Leaving the crowd behind, they took him along, just as he was, in the boat. There were also other boats with him. 

37 A furious squall came up, and the waves broke over the boat, so that it was nearly swamped. 

38 Jesus was in the stern, sleeping on a cushion. The disciples woke him and said to him ,"Teacher, don't you care if we drown?" 

39 He got up, rebuked the wind and said to the waves, "Quiet! Be still!" Then the wind died down and it was completely calm. 

40 He said to his disciples, "Why are you so afraid? Do you still have no faith?" 

41 They were terrified and asked each other, "Who is this? Even the wind and the waves obey him!"

5:1 They went across the lake to the region of the Gerasenes.  

2 When Jesus got out of the boat, a man with an evil spirit came from the tombs to meet him. 

3 This man lived in the tombs, and no one could bind him any more, not even with a chain. 

4 For he had often been chained hand and foot, but he tore the chains apart and broke the irons on his feet. No one was strong enough to subdue him. 

5 Night and day among the tombs and in the hills he would cry out and cut himself with stones. 

6 When he saw Jesus from a distance, he ran and fell on his knees in front of him. 

7 He shouted at the top of his voice, "What do you want with me, Jesus, Son of the Most High God? Swear to God that you won't torture me!" 

8 For Jesus had said to him, "Come out of this man, you evil spirit!" 

9 Then Jesus asked him, "What is your name?" "My name is Legion," he replied, "for we are many." 

10 And he begged Jesus again and again not to send them out of the area. 

11 A large herd of pigs was feeding on the nearby hillside. 

12 The demons begged Jesus, "Send us among the pigs; allow us to go into them." 

13 He gave them permission, and the evil spirits came out and went into the pigs. The herd, about two thousand in number, rushed down the steep bank into the lake and were drowned. 

14 Those tending the pigs ran off and reported this in the town and countryside, and the people went out to see what had happened. 

15 When they came to Jesus, they saw the man who had been possessed by the legion of demons, sitting there, dressed and in his right mind; and they were afraid. 

16 Those who had seen it told the people what had happened to the demon-possessed man--and told about the pigs as well. 

17 Then the people began to plead with Jesus to leave their region. 

18 As Jesus was getting into the boat, the man who had been demon-possessed begged to go with him. 

19 Jesus did not let him, but said, "Go home to your family and tell them how much the Lord has done for you, and how he has had mercy on you." 

20 So the man went away and began to tell in the Decapolis how much Jesus had done for him. And all the people were amazed. 

21 When Jesus had again crossed over by boat to the other side of the lake, a large crowd gathered around him while he was by the lake. 

22 Then one of the synagogue rulers, named Jairus, came there. Seeing Jesus, he fell at his feet 

23 and pleaded earnestly with him, "My little daughter is dying. Please come and put your hands on her so that she will be healed and live." 

24 So Jesus went with him. A large crowd followed and pressed around him. 

25 And a woman was there who had been subject to bleeding for twelve years. 

26 She had suffered a great deal under the care of many doctors and had spent all she had, yet instead of getting better she grew worse. 

27 When she heard about Jesus, she came up behind him in the crowd and touched his cloak, 

28 because she thought, "If I just touch his clothes, I will be healed." 

29 Immediately her bleeding stopped and she felt in her body that she was freed from her suffering. 

30 At once Jesus realized that power had gone out from him. He turned around in the crowd and asked, "Who touched my clothes?" 

31 "You see the people crowding against you," his disciples answered, "and yet you can ask, `Who touched me?'" 

32 But Jesus kept looking around to see who had done it. 

33 Then the woman, knowing what had happened to her, came and fell at his feet and, trembling with fear, told him the whole truth. 

34 He said to her, "Daughter, your faith has healed you. Go in peace and be freed from your suffering." 

35 While Jesus was still speaking, some men came from the house of Jairus, the synagogue ruler. "Your daughter is dead," they said. "Why bother the teacher any more?" 

36 Ignoring what they said, Jesus told the synagogue ruler, "Don't be afraid; just believe." 

37 He did not let anyone follow him except Peter, James and John the brother of James. 

38 When they came to the home of the synagogue ruler, Jesus saw a commotion, with people crying and wailing loudly. 

39 He went in and said to them, "Why all this commotion and wailing? The child is not dead but asleep." 

40 But they laughed at him. After he put them all out, he took the child's father and mother and the disciples who were with him, and went in where the child was. 

41 He took her by the hand and said to her, "Talitha koum!" (which means, "Little girl, I say to you, get up!"). 

42 Immediately the girl stood up and walked around (she was twelve years old). At this they were completely astonished. 

43 He gave strict orders not to let anyone know about this, and told them to give her something to eat.

6:1 Jesus left there and went to his hometown, accompanied by his disciples. 

2 When the Sabbath came, he began to teach in the synagogue, and many who heard him were amazed. "Where did this man get these things?" they asked. "What's this wisdom that has been given him, that he even does miracles! 

3 Isn't this the carpenter? Isn't this Mary's son and the brother of James, Joseph, Judas and Simon? Aren't his sisters here with us?" And they took offense at him. 

4 Jesus said to them, "Only in his hometown, among his relatives and in his own house is a prophet without honor." 

5 He could not do any miracles there, except lay his hands on a few sick people and heal them. 

6 And he was amazed at their lack of faith. Then Jesus went around teaching from village to village. 

7 Calling the Twelve to him, he sent them out two by two and gave them authority over evil spirits. 

8 These were his instructions: "Take nothing for the journey except a staff--no bread, no bag, no money in your belts. 

9 Wear sandals but not an extra tunic. 

10 Whenever you enter a house, stay there until you leave that town. 

11 And if any place will not welcome you or listen to you, shake the dust off your feet when you leave, as a testimony against them." 

12 They went out and preached that people should repent. 

13 They drove out many demons and anointed many sick people with oil and healed them. 

14 King Herod heard about this, for Jesus' name had become well known. Some were saying, "John the Baptist has been raised from the dead, and that is why miraculous powers are at work in him." 

15 Others said, "He is Elijah." And still others claimed, "He is a prophet, like one of the prophets of long ago." 

16 But when Herod heard this, he said, "John, the man I beheaded, has been raised from the dead!" 

17 For Herod himself had given orders to have John arrested, and he had him bound and put in prison. He did this because of Herodias, his brother Philip's wife, whom he had married. 

18 For John had been saying to Herod, "It is not lawful for you to have your brother's wife." 

19 So Herodias nursed a grudge against John and wanted to kill him. But she was not able to, 

20 because Herod feared John and protected him, knowing him to be a righteous and holy man. When Herod heard John, he was greatly puzzled; yet he liked to listen to him.  

21 Finally the opportune time came. On his birthday Herod gave a banquet for his high officials and military commanders and the leading men of Galilee. 

22 When the daughter of Herodias came in and danced, she pleased Herod and his dinner guests. The king said to the girl, "Ask me for anything you want, and I'll give it to you." 

23 And he promised her with an oath, "Whatever you ask I will give you, up to half my kingdom." 

24 She went out and said to her mother, "What shall I ask for?" "The head of John the Baptist," she answered. 

25 At once the girl hurried in to the king with the request: "I want you to give me right now the head of John the Baptist on a platter." 

26 The king was greatly distressed, but because of his oaths and his dinner guests, he did not want to refuse her. 

27 So he immediately sent an executioner with orders to bring John's head. The man went, beheaded John in the prison, 

28 and brought back his head on a platter. He presented it to the girl, and she gave it to her mother. 

29 On hearing of this, John's disciples came and took his body and laid it in a tomb. 

30 The apostles gathered around Jesus and reported to him all they had done and taught. 

31 Then, because so many people were coming and going that they did not even have a chance to eat, he said to them, "Come with me by yourselves to a quiet place and get some rest." 

32 So they went away by themselves in a boat to a solitary place. 

33 But many who saw them leaving recognized them and ran on foot from all the towns and got there ahead of them. 

34 When Jesus landed and saw a large crowd, he had compassion on them, because they were like sheep without a shepherd. So he began teaching them many things. 

35 By this time it was late in the day, so his disciples came to him. "This is a remote place," they said, "and it's already very late. 

36 Send the people away so they can go to the surrounding countryside and villages and buy themselves something to eat." 

37 But he answered, "You give them something to eat." They said to him, "That would take eight months of a man's wages! Are we to go and spend that much on bread and give it to them to eat?" 

38 "How many loaves do you have?" he asked. "Go and see." When they found out, they said, "Five--and two fish." 

39 Then Jesus directed them to have all the people sit down in groups on the green grass.  

40 So they sat down in groups of hundreds and fifties. 

41 Taking the five loaves and the two fish and looking up to heaven, he gave thanks and broke the loaves. Then he gave them to his disciples to set before the people. He also divided the two fish among them all. 

42 They all ate and were satisfied, 

43 and the disciples picked up twelve basketfuls of broken pieces of bread and fish.  

44 The number of the men who had eaten was five thousand. 

45 Immediately Jesus made his disciples get into the boat and go on ahead of him to Bethsaida, while he dismissed the crowd. 

46 After leaving them, he went up on a mountainside to pray. 

47 When evening came, the boat was in the middle of the lake, and he was alone on land.

48 He saw the disciples straining at the oars, because the wind was against them. About the fourth watch of the night he went out to them, walking on the lake. He was about to pass by them, 

49 but when they saw him walking on the lake, they thought he was a ghost. They cried out, 

50 because they all saw him and were terrified. Immediately he spoke to them and said, "Take courage! It is I. Don't be afraid." 

51 Then he climbed into the boat with them, and the wind died down. They were completely amazed, 

52 for they had not understood about the loaves; their hearts were hardened. 

53 When they had crossed over, they landed at Gennesaret and anchored there. 

54 As soon as they got out of the boat, people recognized Jesus. 

55 They ran throughout that whole region and carried the sick on mats to wherever they heard he was. 

56 And wherever he went--into villages, towns or countryside--they placed the sick in the marketplaces. They begged him to let them touch even the edge of his cloak, and all who touched him were healed.

7:1 The Pharisees and some of the teachers of the law who had come from Jerusalem gathered around Jesus and 

2 saw some of his disciples eating food with hands that were "unclean," that is, unwashed.

3 (The Pharisees and all the Jews do not eat unless they give their hands a ceremonial washing, holding to the tradition of the elders. 

4 When they come from the marketplace they do not eat unless they wash. And they observe many other traditions, such as the washing of cups, pitchers and kettles.) 

5 So the Pharisees and teachers of the law asked Jesus, "Why don't your disciples live according to the tradition of the elders instead of eating their food with `unclean' hands?" 

6 He replied, "Isaiah was right when he prophesied about you hypocrites; as it is written: "`These people honor me with their lips, but their hearts are far from me. 

7 They worship me in vain; their teachings are but rules taught by men.' 

8 You have let go of the commands of God and are holding on to the traditions of men."

Believe that Jesus Is God

Introduction

They were once a powerful people. Their economy was the pride of its continent. Their armies struck fear into their enemies. Their people had a heritage and history second to none. Now, they were no more powerful. They had just lost the war. Their armies were no more. Their economy was in ruins. Their conquerors continued to humiliate them. They occupied their country. They showed no mercy by demanding huge payments for war damages.

But there was hope on the horizon. A man was attracting huge crowds. He was a charismatic man. He made many promises. He promised to kick out their conquerors. He promised to rebuild their country back to its former glory. But the Church leaders were unsure. They asked, who is this man?

So they arranged for an interview. After the meeting, they went back to their churches and congregations. The people asked: “Who is this man?” They said: “He is a good man, he will keep his promises.” And the people put their faith in him. The people trusted him. They made him the ruler of their land.

Who was this man? His name was Adolf Hitler. He was a man who could not keep his promises of rebuilding their country. He led his nation into a world war which would destroy it. He was a man who would go down in history as one of the most evil man in the world for gassing 6 million Jews.

Background

(Great expectations)

As we learnt last week, the Jews, like the Germans before WW2 were a humiliated and occupied people. And like the Germans, they looked forward to a return to former glory. God had promised them a King, God had promised a Kingdom that would never end.

(Jesus raises expectations)

And there was hope on the horizon. A man was attracting huge crowds. He was a charismatic man. He made many promises. He came proclaiming, "The kingdom of God is near. Repent and believe the good news!” He taught with authority and healed many. 

(Great disappointments)

But at the same time, he was misunderstood and rejected. Yet he continued to promise: “I am the King”, “The Kingdom of God will surely come through me”.

The issue divided the people. Many rejected him. Many accepted him. Question that was on all their lips was “Who is this man?”

Jesus calms the storm. Mk 4:35-41

Come with me to 4v35. 

It had been a long day for Jesus. The crowds had been enormous, they had pressed in upon him. He spoke from a boat tied close to the shore. The sun was hot and there was no shelter. Jesus was exhausted. He gave the order to the disciples: “Let’s pull out to go over to the other side.”

The Sea of Galilee is 628 feet below sea level. High mountains with deep ravines surround it.  This means that a vacuum is formed. Perfect place for storms as wind comes into the vacuum.

Jesus and his disciples were crossing the sea. A violent storm came up while Jesus slept in the boat. The disciples were professional fisherman. They had faced this sort of storm many times before. So they said to themselves: “we can handle this”, “Let Jesus sleep – he is so tired from teaching that this storm is not even waking him up”, “Anyway he is just a carpenter, how can he help us?”

The waves were higher and higher. They were breaking over the boat such that the boat was taking water. The disciples started to become anxious. “Hey, water is actually coming into the boat, hey guys, the boat looks as if it’s going to sink.” In their desperation, they turn to Jesus, professional carpenter by training, and they wake him up saying: “Teacher, don’t you care if we drown?”

Illustration

Imagine you’re a passenger in an air-plane, you’re in a big storm, it’s shaking and spinning so much that it is indescribable. You imagine this is what it feels like to be in a washing machine on spin cycle, or maybe as if you were a big roti prata being thrown around. And then the pilot comes rushing to you and says, Don’t you care that we are going to crash, do something!

What can you do? You know nothing about flying. So these professional fisherman come to the carpenter. What can he do?

Come with me to v39.

Who is this man?

The only person who could speak and control creation was God. When God created the world, he said: “Let there be an expanse between the waters to separate water from water... And it was so.  And God said, “Let the water under the sky be gathered to one place, and let dry ground appear.” And it was so.  Then God said, “Let the land produce vegetation: seed-bearing plants and trees on the land that bear fruit with seed in it, according to their various kinds.” And it was so. Then God said, "Let there be such and such…and it was so." Then God said, "Let there be such and such… and it was so…."

Jesus spoke “Quiet! Be still” and it was so, it was completely calm.

The Bible reads: You rule over the surging sea; when its waves mount up, you still them. (Psalm 89:9)

He stilled the storm to a whisper; the waves of the sea were hushed. (Psalm 107:29)

Who is this man? He is none other than the creator God himself.

And how do the disciples respond? Let’s look at verse 40 and 41 together.

Read 4:40-41. As we saw last week, Jesus had explained the parables to the disciples. If anyone would have understood who Jesus was, it should have been the disciples. But they don’t! Instead they are terrified. They ask: ”who is this man?”

Jesus heals the demon possessed. Mk 5:1-20 

Come with me to chapter 5:1. Jesus and the disciples now make it to the other side of the lake. This was Gentile territory. As he steps off the boat, Jesus is confronted by a visual display of Satan’s presence and rule in the world.

Read 5:1-5. A man possessed with an evil spirit lived in the tombs. When Jesus gets out of the boat, the evil spirit comes out to meet Jesus.

Why did Satan want to possess this man? Satan and his agents hate God. They will do anything to attack him. Mankind was created in the image of God. Satan hates this. Satan's demonic function is to Distort, Disfigure and Destroy the image of God in man.

Illustration

I may not believe in God because of the Bible. But if I come to church and see how Pastor Chris loves his wife, and how they both love their children, I might come to believe, “Hey, there is some truth to this God”. This is the way things are meant to be. This is the image of how God means for us to live.

That is not the way it is with this man. Satan has degraded and destroyed the image of God within this man. What he once was, we can never know(he may have had a family, be a father to his children, a husband to his wife. Now he is a debasement of human abomination from the pathetic and pitiful picture of him now.

· He lived in the tombs – caves furnished with dead men’s bones and carpeted with filth and rats

· Night and day he would howl and then gash himself with rocks to drive out the evil spirits

· This poor man wore no clothes 

· His physical appearance was a mass of bleeding wounds, scars and infections

· He was more like an animal, chained and bound 

It is a most pitiful sight – the defacement and destruction of God’s image.

Jesus wished for the man to be free. It would not be easy. The demon was mighty and undefeatable. Let’s look together at what it says in v3.

1.  No one could bind him, even with a chain.

2.  Often been chained but he tore the chains apart and broke the irons on his feet.

3.  No one was strong enough to subdue him.

Even his very name suggests invincibility. Look at v9.

· A Roman legion consisted of 6000 foot soldiers as well as 120 horsemen and technical personnel. 

· If I were a Jew, “legion” brings to mind an image of  

Ø great numbers, 

Ø efficient organization 

Ø relentless strength 

Our numbers today are about 250-260 people. Jesus was seeking to defeat a demon 25 times of our congregation size.

Let us look at verse 8 together. Who is this man? He faced a raging storm. He speaks and the storm obeys his words. He faced an invincible demon. A mighty demon – a demon which no one could tame. A demon with the strength of a Roman legion. He speaks and the demons obey him. Makes us remember the words that Jesus had said in chapter 3: No one can enter a strong man’s house and carry off his possessions unless he first ties up the strong man. Then he can rob his house (Mark 3:27).

The world is completely under the control of Satan. He is the prince of this world. He is very strong. No one can bind him. He is the strong man. Only a man stronger than him can overthrow his rule. Only a man stronger than the strong man can bind up the strong man and carry off his possessions.

Jesus is that man. In the Bible, only one person is stronger than Satan. Only God is stronger than Satan. Who is this man? The only explanation is that he is God!

How do the people respond? Come with me to verse 15. They saw the demon-possessed man sitting next to Jesus 

- dressed,

- and in his right mind.

What they had seen was an undeniable miracle. The only explanation was God. They should have pleaded with Jesus to stay. But there were other considerations – commercial ones. A huge business was lost in one blow. And these people are practical people. They regarded property as important as all decent people would. They pleaded with Jesus to leave:

Go away at once,

And take this fool of Thine?

His soul? 

What do we care of his soul?

What good to us that Thou has made him whole,

Since we have lost our swine?

They preferred pigs to people. They preferred swine to souls. They preferred their goods to God. So Jesus does just what they tell him to do: he leaves.

Jesus heals the bleeding woman and Dying Girl. Mk 5:24-34

Jesus crosses over by boat to the other side. Here he meets 2 persons. Both without hope, both are desperate, both are at the very bottom of the pit of hopelessness.

One person is Jairus. He was the ruler of the synagogue. He was a powerful man, a man of wealth and prestige. But he was desperate – his twelve-year-old daughter was dying. Some of us who are parents know what it is like to have a child who is dying.

Illustration

My son, Joshua is allergic to peanuts. He is fatally allergic to peanuts. When my son was very young, my maid gave him some soup with peanut in it. Within 10 minutes, his tongue was swollen. He had trouble breathing. His face was literally turning blue. I will never forget the feeling. Despair. Desperation. Hopelessness.

The other person that Jesus meets is a woman. She is a woman who has been bleeding for 12 years. Her condition means that she is ceremonially unclean in Jewish society, meaning that anyone who touches her becomes unclean. She is an outcast(ostracised, rejected, excluded. After 12 years, no friends would visit her. For 12 years, she has not felt the touch of another human being - no one would give her a pat on the back, a hug, a handshake. She could not go into the temple to pray or give sacrifices. She could not go to the shops. She suffered terribly. But there was no one to comfort her. She had spent every cent she had on doctors and many treatments. But instead of getting better, she was worse than before.

Explanation

Do you know what it is like to have a long-term illness?

Suppose Daniel Ong has a long-term illness. Can’t do ministry anymore. Goes home to rest indefinitely. 1st week -- he appears in the bulletin – big notice right in the middle. We all go to his house -- lay hands on him, pray for him. 2nd week – another notice in the bulletin – a bit smaller, corner of the back page. Some of us go – but not so many this time.

This woman had bled for 12 years. After 12 years, how many of us will still be visiting Daniel? It is the long-term illness that is harder to cope. The loneliness, the isolation, the despair, the hopelessness.

Jesus confronts both these cases of hopelessness. Come with me to v27. Come with me to v35. Let’s now read v40. She was dead, now completely well.

Illustration

Pastor Chris, Daniel Ong and myself had diarrhoea last week. Still can’t eat properly for a few days.

She is dead. Now she gets up to eat.

Who is this man? With a word, he calms the raging storm. That is a great demonstration of power. With a word, he defeats the mighty demon. That is a great demonstration of power. With a word, he raised the dead. That is the greatest demonstration of power. The final enemy, death, is defeated and overcome. 

Only God has the power to raise the dead.

The prophet Elijah… cried to the LORD, “O LORD my God, let this boy’s life return to him!” The LORD heard Elijah’s cry, and the boy’s life returned to him, and he lived.  (1 Kings 17:21-22)

Jesus spoke and the girl got up and walked around.

Who is this man? Jesus calms the raging storm with a word. He defeats Satan with a word. He heals the bleeding woman. He raises the dead. He brings hope to the hopeless. He is God.  He has promised that he is King. He has promised that his Kingdom will come. He has promised to judge.

How should we respond? How does Jesus want us to respond to him? In the face of such a God, the only right response is faith and trust and dependence upon Him.

Jesus had landed on the other side of the lake. There was mighty Jairus. Bowing in humility before Jesus, begging him to help his daughter. Jesus followed him immediately. The crowd followed. In the crowd there is the woman. “If I just touch his cloak, I will be healed.” Immediately her bleeding stopped, and she was freed from her suffering.  It is a completely private affair.

Illustration

You are in a pub or a disco. You see an attractive guy or girl. Your eyes meet. Nobody knows. You smile at her. She smiles at you. You wink at her. She winks at you. The exchange is private – just between you and her.

The woman touches Jesus' cloak. She is healed. He feels the power leaving him. It's just between Jesus and her. Nobody else knows. It was an entirely private affair. Yet Jesus wishes to make it a public affair. Yet he asks – “who touched my clothes”, he looks for her. He searches her out.

The girl is dying. The father is waiting. The disciples are urging. Jesus surely knows the girl is dying. He surely knows that he is on an urgent mission. Why does Jesus waste precious time looking for who touched him? Why does he waste precious time looking for the woman?

Because he wants to instruct everyone – the crowd, the disciples, the readers, you and me - how we should respond to him.

Let’s look at verse 32. For whose benefit does he say it? Surely, not the woman – she is already healed. It can only be for Jairus’ sake, the crowd’s sake, the disciples' sake, for our sake.

When the disciples saw Jesus calm the storm, they responded wrongly in terror and questioning. The Gentiles in the Gerasenes saw Jesus heal the demon-possessed man, and they responded wrongly by pleading with him to leave their region. 

This woman heard of Jesus. She responded with intense faith. And Jesus commended her publicly. Jesus praised her publicly. Jesus approved of her publicly.

Conclusion

How will you respond to Jesus? Will you respond in faith? Will you respond in trust? Will you respond in dependence?

Story of a footballer crying that he cannot accept Jesus because of what his friends would think

In Australia, my pastor once shared the gospel with a rugby player. He was a huge man. After several weeks, my pastor asked him, "Do you believe that Jesus is God? Do you believe that he died for my sins?" He said yes. Then my pastor asked, "Why don’t you put your faith in him?" Just then, this huge man put his head in his hands. And literally with tears in his eyes, he said: “I just can’t because I don’t know what my friends would say.”

Story of a graduate

This year in January, I shared the gospel with a young man who just graduated from university. I said, “Do you believe the Bible is true?” “Do you believe that Jesus is God?” "Do you believe that he died for me?” He said yes. Then I said to him, "Then why don’t you put your faith in him?" He smiled and shook his head regretfully, "But I really want to earn enough to buy a car and a house first."

Illustration: God of the universe that is so big

I heard recently that astronomers have discovered what they call the great wall of galaxies – a wall of galaxies 500 million light years long, 200 million light years wide, 50 million light years thick. I’m a few light-years thick myself regarding science – so I had to look up on what is a light year.

A light year is the distance the light travels in one year. And a light year is 6 trillion miles – 6 with 12 noughts. Here we have just one row of galaxies –  500 million x 6 trillion miles long, 200 million x 6 trillion miles wide, 50 million x 6 trillion miles thick.

And the God who made that was born a helpless baby, he was fed at his mother's breast, and became the man Jesus. Jesus was God. He came to bring in the Kingdom. He came to save you and me.

And what do we do? We welcome him with open arms? We rejoice with him? We put our faith in him? No. No, we don’t. We reject him. We reject him for pretty silly reasons really. What our friends might think. A car. A house. A career.

How are you responding to Jesus? Are you responding in faith? Are you responding in trust? Are you responding in dependence?
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