News of The Authority (Mark 1:16 – 3:35)

Preached by Pastor Chris Chia to Adam Road Presbyterian Centre on 10-11 March 2001.

1:16 As Jesus walked beside the Sea of Galilee, he saw Simon and his brother Andrew casting a net into the lake, for they were fishermen.  

17 "Come, follow me," Jesus said, "and I will make you fishers of men." 

18 At once they left their nets and followed him. 

19 When he had gone a little farther, he saw James son of Zebedee and his brother John in a boat, preparing their nets. 

20 Without delay he called them, and they left their father Zebedee in the boat with the hired men and followed him. 

21 They went to Capernaum, and when the Sabbath came, Jesus went into the synagogue and began to teach. 

22 The people were amazed at his teaching, because he taught them as one who had authority, not as the teachers of the law. 

23 Just then a man in their synagogue who was possessed by an evil spirit cried out, 

24 "What do you want with us, Jesus of Nazareth? Have you come to destroy us? I know who you are--the Holy One of God!" 

25 "Be quiet!" said Jesus sternly. "Come out of him!" 

26 The evil spirit shook the man violently and came out of him with a shriek. 

27 The people were all so amazed that they asked each other, "What is this? A new teaching--and with authority! He even gives orders to evil spirits and they obey him." 

28 News about him spread quickly over the whole region of Galilee. 

29 As soon as they left the synagogue, they went with James and John to the home of Simon and Andrew. 

30 Simon's mother-in-law was in bed with a fever, and they told Jesus about her. 

31 So he went to her, took her hand and helped her up. The fever left her and she began to wait on them. 

32 That evening after sunset the people brought to Jesus all the sick and demon-possessed. 

33 The whole town gathered at the door, 

34 and Jesus healed many who had various diseases. He also drove out many demons, but he would not let the demons speak because they knew who he was. 

35 Very early in the morning, while it was still dark, Jesus got up, left the house and went off to a solitary place, where he prayed. 

36 Simon and his companions went to look for him, 

37 and when they found him, they exclaimed: "Everyone is looking for you!" 

38 Jesus replied, "Let us go somewhere else--to the nearby villages--so I can preach there also. That is why I have come." 

39 So he travelled throughout Galilee, preaching in their synagogues and driving out demons. 

40 A man with leprosy came to him and begged him on his knees, "If you are willing, you can make me clean." 

41 Filled with compassion, Jesus reached out his hand and touched the man. "I am willing," he said. "Be clean!" 

42 Immediately the leprosy left him and he was cured. 

43 Jesus sent him away at once with a strong warning: 

44 "See that you don't tell this to anyone. But go, show yourself to the priest and offer the sacrifices that Moses commanded for your cleansing, as a testimony to them." 

45 Instead he went out and began to talk freely, spreading the news. As a result, Jesus could no longer enter a town openly but stayed outside in lonely places. Yet the people still came to him from everywhere.

2:1 A few days later, when Jesus again entered Capernaum, the people heard that he had come home. 

2 So many gathered that there was no room left, not even outside the door, and he preached the word to them. 

3 Some men came, bringing to him a paralytic, carried by four of them. 

4 Since they could not get him to Jesus because of the crowd, they made an opening in the roof above Jesus and, after digging through it, lowered the mat the paralysed man was lying on. 

5 When Jesus saw their faith, he said to the paralytic, "Son, your sins are forgiven." 

6 Now some teachers of the law were sitting there, thinking to themselves, 

7 "Why does this fellow talk like that? He's blaspheming! Who can forgive sins but God alone?" 

8 Immediately Jesus knew in his spirit that this was what they were thinking in their hearts, and he said to them, "Why are you thinking these things? 

9 Which is easier: to say to the paralytic, `Your sins are forgiven,' or to say, `Get up, take your mat and walk'? 

10 But that you may know that the Son of Man has authority on earth to forgive sins...." He said to the paralytic, 

11 "I tell you, get up, take your mat and go home." 

12 He got up, took his mat and walked out in full view of them all. This amazed everyone and they praised God, saying, "We have never seen anything like this!" 

13 Once again Jesus went out beside the lake. A large crowd came to him, and he began to teach them. 

14 As he walked along, he saw Levi son of Alphaeus sitting at the tax collector's booth. "Follow me," Jesus told him, and Levi got up and followed him. 

15 While Jesus was having dinner at Levi's house, many tax collectors and "sinners" were eating with him and his disciples, for there were many who followed him. 

16 When the teachers of the law who were Pharisees saw him eating with the "sinners" and tax collectors, they asked his disciples: "Why does he eat with tax collectors and `sinners'?" 

17 On hearing this, Jesus said to them, "It is not the healthy who need a doctor, but the sick. I have not come to call the righteous, but sinners." 

18 Now John's disciples and the Pharisees were fasting. Some people came and asked Jesus, "How is it that John's disciples and the disciples of the Pharisees are fasting, but yours are not?" 

19 Jesus answered, "How can the guests of the bridegroom fast while he is with them? They cannot, so long as they have him with them. 

20 But the time will come when the bridegroom will be taken from them, and on that day they will fast. 

21 "No one sews a patch of unshrunk cloth on an old garment. If he does, the new piece will pull away from the old, making the tear worse. 

22 And no one pours new wine into old wineskins. If he does, the wine will burst the skins, and both the wine and the wineskins will be ruined. No, he pours new wine into new wineskins." 

23 One Sabbath Jesus was going through the grain fields, and as his disciples walked along, they began to pick some heads of grain. 

24 The Pharisees said to him, "Look, why are they doing what is unlawful on the Sabbath?" 

25 He answered, "Have you never read what David did when he and his companions were hungry and in need? 

26 In the days of Abiathar the high priest, he entered the house of God and ate the consecrated bread, which is lawful only for priests to eat. And he also gave some to his companions." 

27 Then he said to them, "The Sabbath was made for man, not man for the Sabbath.  

28 So the Son of Man is Lord even of the Sabbath."

3:1 Another time he went into the synagogue, and a man with a shrivelled hand was there. 

2 Some of them were looking for a reason to accuse Jesus, so they watched him closely to see if he would heal him on the Sabbath. 

3 Jesus said to the man with the shrivelled hand, "Stand up in front of everyone." 

4 Then Jesus asked them, "Which is lawful on the Sabbath: to do good or to do evil, to save life or to kill?" But they remained silent. 

5 He looked around at them in anger and, deeply distressed at their stubborn hearts, said to the man, "Stretch out your hand." He stretched it out, and his hand was completely restored. 

6 Then the Pharisees went out and began to plot with the Herodians how they might kill Jesus. 

7 Jesus withdrew with his disciples to the lake, and a large crowd from Galilee followed. 

8 When they heard all he was doing, many people came to him from Judea, Jerusalem, Idumea, and the regions across the Jordan and around Tyre and Sidon. 

9 Because of the crowd he told his disciples to have a small boat ready for him, to keep the people from crowding him. 

10 For he had healed many, so that those with diseases were pushing forward to touch him. 

11 Whenever the evil spirits saw him, they fell down before him and cried out, "You are the Son of God." 

12 But he gave them strict orders not to tell who he was. 

13 Jesus went up on a mountainside and called to him those he wanted, and they came to him. 

14 He appointed twelve--designating them apostles--that they might be with him and that he might send them out to preach 

15 and to have authority to drive out demons. 

16 These are the twelve he appointed: Simon (to whom he gave the name Peter); 

17 James son of Zebedee and his brother John (to them he gave the name Boanerges, which means Sons of Thunder); 

18 Andrew, Philip, Bartholomew, Matthew, Thomas, James son of Alphaeus, Thaddaeus, Simon the Zealot 

19 and Judas Iscariot, who betrayed him. 

20 Then Jesus entered a house, and again a crowd gathered, so that he and his disciples were not even able to eat. 

21 When his family heard about this, they went to take charge of him, for they said, "He is out of his mind." 

22 And the teachers of the law who came down from Jerusalem said, "He is possessed by Beelzebub! By the prince of demons he is driving out demons." 

23 So Jesus called them and spoke to them in parables: "How can Satan drive out Satan?

24 If a kingdom is divided against itself, that kingdom cannot stand. 

25 If a house is divided against itself, that house cannot stand. 

26 And if Satan opposes himself and is divided, he cannot stand; his end has come. 

27 In fact, no one can enter a strong man's house and carry off his possessions unless he first ties up the strong man. Then he can rob his house. 

28 I tell you the truth, all the sins and blasphemies of men will be forgiven them. 

29 But whoever blasphemes against the Holy Spirit will never be forgiven; he is guilty of an eternal sin." 

30 He said this because they were saying, "He has an evil spirit." 

31 Then Jesus' mother and brothers arrived. Standing outside, they sent someone in to call him. 

32 A crowd was sitting around him, and they told him, "Your mother and brothers are outside looking for you." 

33 "Who are my mother and my brothers?" he asked. 

34 Then he looked at those seated in a circle around him and said, "Here are my mother and my brothers!  

35 Whoever does God's will is my brother and sister and mother."

News of Authority (Mark 1:14-3:35)

1. The Inside and Outside Problem 

Life is about those on the inside and those on the outside. It’s terrible to be on the outside. It’s heavenly being on the inside. So, we spend most of our energies trying to get in. We try to get in by making the grade - by merit or performance. So students try to get onto the inside track by making the grade academically. So adults try to get on the inside track by making the grade professionally. So families try to get on the inside track by making it up society’s ladder.

Jesus is all about …? Read Mark 1:15. Jesus is all about the kingdom of God. Whether we believe in Him as King determines who is in and who is outside his kingdom. We have been introduced to Jesus the Christ, Son of God. We have three testimonials – from the prophets, from John, from God. Now Jesus himself speaks. We are now introduced in this next section to who Jesus is and what he has come to do. We are introduced to what kind of king he is and what authority he wields as God’s Messiah/Christ or anointed king. In the outline, we find Jesus has the authority to call, over demons, over sickness. Then three episodes show us an eye-opening dimension of his authority which makes us question: who is he and what has he come to do? The first is of a leper.    

a. A leper (1:40-45)

What would you go on your knees for? And would you do that in private or in public? Many of us have sunk to our knees in private beseeching God in some crisis. Whether we sink to our knees depends on how much you want something, you want to be “in” on something. I once sank to my knees publicly to seek reconciliation in a relationship. That’s how much I wanted (to be) “in” on that relationship. A leper comes up to Jesus in 1:40-45. He sinks to his knees. He pleads: “If you are willing, you can make me clean.” We ask: “If you are willing?” – what does the leper mean? We think any decent “do-gooder” with a normal dose of human compassion – like us - would have been willing. This is where the Old Testament and Jewish background is so important to a proper understanding here. There are four things about leprosy we need to know. 

First, leprosy in the Old Testament referred to a whole range of skin diseases. Leprosy is not solely or mainly Hansen’s disease, as modern medicine knows it. Secondly, the Law of Moses declared lepers to be unclean and outcast to society. Read Leviticus 13:45-46. “The person with such an infectious disease must wear torn clothes, let his hair be unkempt, cover the lower part of his face and cry out: Unclean! Unclean! As long as he has the infection, he remains unclean. He must live alone, he must live outside the camp.” Thirdly, when you touch a leper, two things happened. First, you would be considered unclean and an outcast. Second, the leper would be unchanged. Why? Fourthly, it was so difficult to cure leprosy that it was like raising someone from the dead. There were only two people in the Old Testament – Miriam (Numbers 12:2) and Naaman (2 Kings 5) – who were cured. And both were cured by God. Message: Only God can cure leprosy.

We now can understand why the leper came to Jesus with such hesitancy. And what happens? Jesus touches the leper. And two totally unthinkable things happen: the leper is healed and Jesus is NOT declared unclean and an outcast for doing so! Then, Jesus sends him away with a warning. Why? The whole town had already gathered, huge crowds already followed before this. Imagine what effect this healing of the leper would have? Jesus did not want to be known as a miracle worker. He did not want this to be sensationalized by the religious paparazzi. But then Jesus says what seems to be a most contradictory thing: Go show yourself to the priest. Why? You see, if there was a claim for a cure, you had to bring the person to a Jewish priest. The priest would verify the cure and also cleanse the person. Then sacrifices were made to God as a sign of renewed fellowship with God and his people. 

What’s happening here? Jesus did not want his mission to be side-tracked and degenerate into a miracle circus. But Jesus wanted the religious authorities to wonder at the meaning behind the miracle, to ponder upon the person behind the phenomenon, to sieve through the substance underneath the superficial benefits. And the meaning behind the miracle – here was perhaps a person who could deal with what separates/alienates us from God and his people. The pain of a leper is not just a physical pain. If it was Hansen’s disease, there was no pain because sense is deadened at the extremities of our limbs. The pain of leper was the worst kind of pain - a relational pain, a social pain, the pain of being an outcast. The pain of someone who’s been rejected all their life, the pain someone crying to be accepted. 

Illustration: Dr Paul Brand who’s worked in this field tells of this story. A young man suffering leprosy came to their clinic in India. He was unkempt with long hair. First thing was to give him a haircut. Then this man began to sob uncontrollably. Why? Was he hurting? He said: No! It is because no one has ever gotten so close to him before. He had not felt human touch for so long!   

Almost all the pain the leper feels comes from the outside. It is the devastating disease and pain of alienation, of rejection – of being unwanted, unacceptable, untouchable. Medicine cannot treat this disease and pain. It is the first signal that Jesus as the Messiah had the authority to do something about this devastating alienation.   

b. A paralytic

A few days later, Jesus re-entered Capernaum. News had gotten around. He’s coming back for a repeat performance. The crowds got bigger. There was no room inside and outside. Some men brought a paralytic. Could not get through the huge crowds. They got a brainwave. Get on the roof. In those days, it was a flat roof: thatched with sticks and branches and held together by mud/clay. The friends get the paralytic on the roof. They cut a hole and lower him. There is debris and dust falling in that crowded place. They go through all that effort to get a paralytic to Jesus. And Jesus says: “Son, your sins are forgiven.” How many of us have gone to see a doctor. And, finally after waiting an hour, the doctor examines you and says: “Son, your sins are forgiven!” Huh! You would report him to the Medical Association. You would call up Woodbridge (a mental home) because you think he is mad. 

But for the Jewish religious authorities, Jesus was more than mad. Jesus knew what they were thinking. He pushed them further. Jesus asked: “Which is easier to do – to forgive sins or to heal?” To forgive sins is easy to say (easy talk) and hard to prove (walk). To heal is hard to say (hard talk) but easy to prove (walk). The Jews knew that both were hard to do. So, Jesus made the harder statement (I forgive sins) and performed a verifiable proof (with the miracle), showing that Jesus had done the harder unverifiable thing – forgiven sins. In short, Jesus has just made the paralytic man walk the talk for him. In other words, the healing was a visual display of what Jesus just said. To get full impact of this we have to read 2:10. 

Jesus uses a title called the “Son of Man”. Three things we need to know of the Son of Man. In Daniel 7:13-14. In the last days, a human figure called the Son of Man will go up to God (here God is called the Ancient of Days). And God will give to this human figure (Son of Man) “authority, glory and power” over all nations. And this Son of Man will be worshipped. This is unthinkable unless this Son of Man is God. Jesus is saying he is this Son of Man who has been given authority – authority to forgive sins. He was claiming to be God. Why? Because only God can forgive sins. Jesus was either evil, a blasphemer or he was who he was implying he was: God!  

Jesus is not saying that this man’s sins gave rise to his disease. It’s not a one-to-one correlation meaning “sin = disease”. But there is this general truth: All disease is a result of the Fall. Jesus is implying that our greatest problem is sin and our greatest need is forgiveness of sins. Someone gets into a car accident. Suffers broken bones and a heart attack. Which is the greater problem to address? The heart attack. Jesus addresses the man’s greater problem and need. Heal a person and they live 20-30 years to die again in their sinful nature. Heal a person of sin by getting them to believe in this Son of Man who has authority to forgive sins and they live forever. Jesus puts his finger on the problem. He rightly diagnoses this man’s real problem.

c. A tax collector (2:13-17)

The third and final account is about Levi. He was a tax collector. The Jews were under Roman rule and had to pay taxes to them. A Jewish tax collector is basically seen as a traitor of his people. A tax collector is a running dog, a bouncer for the enemy, one who rats on his people. To the Jews, he was the scum of the earth, a sinner if ever there was one. A Jewish tax collector is not like our invisible IRAS person – every year out of the blue we get a tax form from somebody we don’t know! A Jewish tax collector sits at a booth. He has a name, he has a face. You see him, you despise him, you never want to have anything to do with him and his family. You raise your children telling them: “Don’t you ever play with Levi’s children, don’t you ever accept any gifts from Levi … not even if he gives (free) jeans!”

Jesus walks along the lake where he first called his disciples. He sees Levi, son of Alphaeus, at his tax booth. He calls him. He’s willing to be associated with him. Levi follows him. And as if it was not enough, Jesus goes to his home and has a meal with him. A meal not with one but many tax collectors! In Chinese (Hokkien dialect), Jesus had many pia kia (bad hat) friends. This is unthinkable and unacceptable to the religious authorities. Why? What is most important to God? Cleanness, holiness, righteousness. The religious authorities defined cleanness and righteousness by the keeping of the ceremonial law. They also taught that we become defiled or unclean by associating with tax collectors and sinners. Here is Jesus - a Jewish rabbi. He cannot be serious about cleanness, holiness, righteousness, God. Why? Because he keeps associating and is drowning in unclean company!  

The meal Jesus has with Levi and tax collectors is a picture of salvation. Both the leper and tax collector are social outcasts. Both suffer the worst kind of pain - a relational pain, a social pain, the pain of being an outcast. The pain of someone who’s been rejected all their life, the pain someone crying out to be accepted. It is the devastating disease and pain of alienation, of rejection – of being unwanted, unacceptable, untouchable. 

Sandwiched between these two accounts of outsiders becoming insiders is the account of forgiveness of the paralytic. The great goal of forgiveness by God is fellowship with God. God does not forgive us and leave us to be same person in the same position. Forgiveness is the key to restored fellowship with God and man. The leper shows himself to the priest to be restored to God and his people. Levi follows Jesus and has a fellowship with Him. 

2. What’s it all about … again?

a. God’s Messiah (Jesus’ three purpose statements in Mark)

Notice in all the episodes – the leper, the paralytic and Levi - they all happen while Jesus is doing his most important work as King. And what is Jesus' most important work? Read 1:39, 2:2 and 2:13. They all happen in the midst of Jesus’ preaching ministry. And what was Jesus teaching? The kingdom of God! That was Jesus' purpose. Mark records it three times: 

Passage


God’s Messiah


The World’s Messiah 

Mark 1:38


I have come to preach

NOT to heal 

Mark 2:17


I have come call sinners

NOT the righteous

Mark 10:45


I have come to serve


NOT to be served

b. Our Problem: Inside or Outside?

Jesus saw it this way: “I have not come to call the righteous but sinners.” The healthy is not part of a doctor’s workload. The religiously righteous, the self righteous will have nothing to do with Jesus. They have nothing to with him. This is the fatal spiritual problem of presumption. It’s our problem. We’ve gotten so used to unreal living without God on the outside, we can’t put on our finger on the real inside problem anymore.

The great quest of humanity is to conquer disease, conquer death. Disease and death is not a physical and medical problem. The great quest of humanity is to find the elixir of life. The great quest is to live forever. But why live forever without God? Why live forever in sin? Life without God and His kingship is a living hell. It’s not worth it! 

So much of global expenditures/best human brains are poured into two contradictory enterprises: the whole medicine/pharmaceutical/health “preserve life/postpone death” industry. The other industry that sucks up so much of our best brains and money is the arms “destroy life/promote death” industry. We make peace while preparing for war, we still think we are not the problem. We get married with prenuptial agreements for divorce, we still think we are not the problem. We value price over people, we stab one another in our highly educated workplaces, we cannot love our loved ones in highly technological home places - we still think we are not the problem. We call it air rage, road rage, corporate rage, family rage. We call it anything but sin. 

Our misplaced personal efforts and national enterprises must tell us that we have misdiagnosed ourselves and our problem. I went to a Harvard course on leadership. The long and short of it is this: the mark of a great leader is one who rightly diagnoses the problem and goes about solving it. Jesus is the greatest leader. How much must it take for us to realise that we are outcasts, to know that our problem is sin, to know that we are sick, to know that we are in need of the doctor. Jesus said: “The time has come. Then kingdom of God is near. Repent and believe the good news.” 

A Summary of Mark’s Gospel (so far …)
Who and What?

 (1:1-1:15)
Who Jesus is & What Jesus has come to do

(1:16-3:35)
Responses

WHO: 

· Jesus Christ, Son of God



WHAT: 

· Preaches the Kingdom

· Reveals himself as King
Three episodes of Authority (1:16-1:39)
· Authority to call 

· Authority over demons 

· Authority over sickness
Crowds: Amazed!

(
Three episodes of Authority to Forgive (1:40-2:17)

· A leper 

· A paralytic 

· A tax collector
Pharisees: “Why …?”


Three episodes of Authority over Religion (2:18-3:7)
· Fasting: Jesus is Bridegroom – don’t fast! 

· Sabbath: Jesus is Lord of Sabbath! 

· Sabbath healing: Jesus is Lord and saves life!
“Old” Israel rejects him (3:7 and 3:20-30)




(
Jesus calls “new” Israel (3:13-19 and 3:31-35)
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