News of the Saviour: What’s it all about? (Mark 1:1-15)

Preached by Pastor Chris Chia to Adam Road Presbyterian Centre on 3-4 March 2001.

1 The beginning of the gospel about Jesus Christ, the Son of God. 

2 It is written in Isaiah the prophet: "I will send my messenger ahead of you, who will prepare your way" 

3 "a voice of one calling in the desert, `Prepare the way for the Lord, make straight paths for him.'"  

4 And so John came, baptizing in the desert region and preaching a baptism of repentance for the forgiveness of sins. 

5 The whole Judean countryside and all the people of Jerusalem went out to him. Confessing their sins, they were baptized by him in the Jordan River. 

6 John wore clothing made of camel's hair, with a leather belt around his waist, and he ate locusts and wild honey. 

7 And this was his message: "After me will come one more powerful than I, the thongs of whose sandals I am not worthy to stoop down and untie. 

8 I baptize you with water, but he will baptize you with the Holy Spirit." 

9 At that time Jesus came from Nazareth in Galilee and was baptized by John in the Jordan. 

10 As Jesus was coming up out of the water, he saw heaven being torn open and the Spirit descending on him like a dove. 

11 And a voice came from heaven: "You are my Son, whom I love; with you I am well pleased." 

12 At once the Spirit sent him out into the desert, 

13 and he was in the desert forty days, being tempted by Satan. He was with the wild animals, and angels attended him. 

14 After John was put in prison, Jesus went into Galilee, proclaiming the good news of God. 

15 "The time has come," he said. "The kingdom of God is near. Repent and believe the good news!"

We often wonder: What’s it all about? And we seem to ask that in any and every of every station in life. Single and frustrated - what’s it all about?  Married and exasperated - what’s it all about? As students, we slog it out. As adults, we bear it out. What’s it all about? Third world children are malnutritioned. First world youth are anorexic. What’s it all about? Third world people aspire to find any employment. First world people aspire to find golf balls. What’s it all about? Boom times. Eat shark fins. Bad times. Eat salted fish. What’s it all about? The character of life seems to be this: we often begin knowing what’s it all about but we lose it very soon into the journey.

Illustration: How many of us love holidays? On one of our first holidays, my wife and I drove from Sydney to Brisbane. We drove for 16 hours. Along the way, Mona wanted to stop there and see that. I wanted to stop here and see this. Soon, we got pretty upset with one another. We started with a great goal – holiday, happiness. A few hours and hundreds of kilometres later, we lost what it’s all about!  

When we read the Bible and especially a book like Mark, we ask: What’s it all about? Mark, the writer, tells us this. Read Mark 1:1. Mark tells us Christianity all about a person. It’s all about a PERSON called Jesus Christ, the Son of God. There are three things about Jesus he wants to tell us: who Jesus is, what Jesus has come to do and how we are to respond to Him. Those three facts already clear some major misunderstandings of the Christian faith. Christianity is not a religion – seven ways to get to enlightenment. Christianity is not a new morality – how to be good. Christianity is not philosophy – an alternative mindset or framework to handle life. So you won’t find religion here in our church (ARPC), you won’t find spirituality, you won’t find morality here but you’ll find Jesus. Why? Christianity, according to Bible writers, is all about a person called Jesus Christ, Son of God. And secondly, Christianity is all about responding to a PERSON.   

And what does Mark say in introducing this Jesus to us. Mark describes it this way:

1:1     – “The gospel or good news about Jesus Christ”

1:14   – “… proclaiming the good news of God!”

1:14   – “Repent and believe the good news!” 

You know the cartoon character Dennis the Menace? Dennis the menace is bad news. The other cartoon character I like is Snoopy from Peanuts. Snoopy is sad news. People walk into our offices, into our home and into our life – they represent some sort of “news”. Many have said to me: “I’m so frightened – every time he walks in or my mother-in-law walks into our life: 'It’s bad news!'" Jesus walks into human history – and he is GOOD News. He is both the GOOD news (1:1) and bringer of good news (1:14)! In other words, every time you hear Jesus – don’t think church, religion, don’t ever think swear word. Mention Jesus - think Good News! Why? It is the good news of Jesus. It is the good news of God. It is the good news of the kingdom of God. But what was “good news” 2,000 years ago? They sent messengers to announce the gospel/good news of a couple of major events – a royal birth or the news of victory in battle.

Mark is announcing THE major event. This gospel or good news he announces is of Jesus, of God, of the kingdom. Which means this good news is from God, not from us. It is firstly about God and concerns God, before it is about us and concerns us. You heard the phrase: “Nothing moves in this company unless he or she moves.” Mark seems to be saying this: “Good News! Good News! God himself has moved. God himself has set about solving what concerns Him and us. Because unless GOD moves and sets about solving this - whatever we do about it is just beating the air. 

God has gone about it by sending this man called the Christ. And the Good News of this Christ is not new. God has been speaking about this person in the Old Testament. Mark seems to be saying: I’ve now introduced this man. I now give you his referees, his resume, CV, his testimonials. The first testimonial is from two prophets. For referees and testimonial – you often get the most credible people. Prophets are the most credible. They are God’s spokesmen. God spoke through them in the past.    

Two Old Testament prophets come to Mark’s mind. Isaiah and Malachi. The first is from Malachi 3:1. Read this. Malachi 3 says God will send a messenger first to his people at a certain future end time. And then God – the Lord - himself will come. And when God comes – what will he do? When you meet different people – you can talk, eat, play sport, entertain them. Those will all be right things to do with people depending on who they are in relationship to you. When God meets humanity – he can only judge. That’s the only right thing for a holy God to do with us. We say that’s a very dark picture – that the only right thing God can do when he meets us is to judge. In short, the end time prophet and coming of God is to judge. 

That’s where the second prophet kicks in. The second prophet is Isaiah. Read Isaiah 40:3. “In the desert – prepare a way for the Lord, for God.” Here, it is not the messenger who prepares the way. He cries out for others to prepare the way. In other words, he says get ready for God’s coming. And when God comes, he will judge the nations (40:15). But, more importantly, God will redeem/save his people (40:9 – you bring good tidings). In short, God or his chosen servant will come to save. 

In Mark’s mind this is the resume, the CV, the testimonial of Jesus. He has come to recognize Jesus is “the Christ”. Christ is not the surname but a title. Often time, the man and his title, the man and his mission, who he is and what he does – does not match. Mark says they match. Jesus is the man, Christ is his title. “Christ” is the Greek word for the Hebrew word, Messiah. Both simply mean “anointed king”. He is God’s chosen king who will come to judge and save the world in the end time. Mark is saying: Jesus is that Christ, that king. This is what the Old Testament was all about – the Christ, the king. 

And when the messenger and “the Christ” comes – where will all this take place? In the desert, in the wilderness. The desert is where God met and dealt with his people in the past. Then Mark says John came in the desert. Message: God will meet and deal with his people again - the “wilderness” is the signal. What do we know about this John person? His dressing and diet. Read 1:6. John wore Armani suits – camel’s hair and leather belt! John ate no frills diet – locusts and wild honey. Lesson: God’s people dress badly, eat simply. No! This reminded them of Elijah – one of the greatest prophets. There was the belief that one like Elijah or Elijah himself would could as the end-time prophet before the end came. John was that prophet. Message: If John was the end-time messenger, then the person he was forerunner to and announced would be … ? Read 1:7. Someone greater than him, someone so powerful, so mighty. John was already so popular. The whole Judean countryside came to hear him. Even the big boys from the capital, Jerusalem came. Who can be greater than John? But John says he won’t be worthy to be the Messiah’s slave. Untying someone’s sandals was so lowly that slaves would not do it. John says the coming person will be so great – I can’t do the lowliest thing for him! 

After such a description of a powerful one, mighty One, what do you expect when this person turns up? We would expect that this VIP is going to come in with outriders – make way, make way! And then you get this in 1:9. Jesus comes from where? Nazareth, in Galilee. Where’s that? Obscure, country bumpkin, ulu, suaku-type place. Christ/Messiahs are not born and bred there. Nazareth and Galilee is not the place to recruit global movers and shakers. You recruit them in New York, Boston, LA, Silicon Valley, London. There’s something strange here. This Christ who would baptize with the supernaturally with the Holy Spirit is now baptised naturally with water! John says he cannot even untie his sandals, now John baptizes him fully in water! There are two sides to this person. What are we seeing? What are we hearing? What’s it all about?

This is God’s testimony. This is what God saw and said. God says: “You are my Son, whom I love, with you I am well pleased.” God’s testimony is: His Son is the king! “He is my Son, whom I love, who pleases me.” Israel is called the Son of God in the Old Testament. Psalm 2:7 speaks of the Son of God as a king. The Son of God is a glorious King that all other kings and nations will bow down to. The second passage is Isaiah 42:1. The Son of God is not just glorious King but also a Servant. When we read the rest of Isaiah 42, we realise He is a suffering Servant. 

This is what it means: God the Son (Jesus) from eternity takes on humanity and becomes the Son of God! He becomes what Adam (the first person) and Israel (God’s chosen Son) never was. This is the Son of God who pleases God with his total obedience to his Father. Jesus as the Servant is one who obeys by fully identifying with sinners – as seen in Jesus’ baptism. Jesus as the suffering servant is one who obeys fully by doing battle with Satan – as seen in his testing.

Jesus emerges from the first battle with Satan in the desert to do what? Not to be a political liberator, not to be a religious teacher, not to do miracles but to his greatest work. Read 1:14. Jesus’ greatest work is about the kingdom of God. Jesus goes about preaching about this kingdom. The Kingdom of God is the rightful reign or rule of God over his people. That was what God set out to do with Adam and Israel. But both rejected God. Sin is rebelling against God. Sin is dethroning God and enthroning ourselves. How does God reinstate his rightful reign without just simply destroying the very people who rebelled against Him? God has been working in history waiting for this moment of truth. For what? To strike the death blow against sin and Satan. For the kingdom of God to break in, it is near, it is at hand because Jesus has come as king. Jesus is all about the kingdom, Jesus is all about forgiveness of sins, repenting from our godless self rule.   

Seen the tyranny of us ruling ourselves without God? 

·  Read an article on Dayaks and Madurese (please listen to audio version). They are rivals. The Dayaks speared and ripped out hearts. They sliced off heads of infants. You could explain it many ways. The Dayaks are uneducated, Dayaks are poor. 

·  We are better educated and richer. Read a Straits Time article (May 21, 2000) on more Singaporeans fighting and suing family members over property.

Whether I physically stick a spear in your body and rip out your heart or whether I hire a lawyer to do battle with you over my assets and legal rights, we are doing the same thing. The latter is just more sophisticated. There is no end to it when I want my way, you want yours, when I rule and you rule. 

Heard of the mental condition of delusion? It means we are so deluded that this is the case when it is really not the case. It is raining when it is sunny. He loves me when he does not even know I exist. That’s delusion. The world is a mega nuthouse. The world is a stage. The world is a mega delusion. From the personal to the family to the national to the international. We live with this intoxicating notion that we can do something to make us better. We live with this mutual corrupting influence.  

I do my share of cleaning. I do enjoy this brainless activity on weekends. But some days I do wish someone would invent a cosmic vacuum cleaner that sucked up all the dust once for all! We must get tired of cleaning up our lives, of keeping fit, of fighting disease, of postponing death, of changing governments, of changing solutions. When will we come to a face-to-face encounter with the horrors of our Godless self-rule. 

Mark seems to be saying this: “Good News! Good News! God himself has moved. God himself has set about solving what concerns Him and us. Because unless GOD moves and sets about solving this - whatever we do about it is just beating the air. Man’s reign, Satan’s reign – the final solution has come in Christ! God has gone about it by sending this man called the Christ. God the Son has become the Son of God who would usher in the kingdom of God.

Response? Believe that Jesus is all about the kingdom, forgiveness of sins and repent. Or we can reject him. 

Charlie Sheen. Hollywood bad boy: cocaine, hookers, porn stars, guns. “When someone is trying to help and you’re not wanting to be helped – it’s an invasion!”  

We often wonder: What’s it all about? Wonder no more. It is all about Jesus. Jesus is all about kingdom, forgiveness of sins and repenting (turn). The time has come. The kingdom of God is near. Repent and believe the good news of God.

What’s it all about? (Mark 1:1-15)

1. What’s it all about? Good News of Jesus Christ (Messiah), Son of God

a. Mark’s purpose and structure

Mark 1:1

Jesus (is) Christ, the Son of God
Mark 8:29

“You are the Christ”
Mark15:39

“This man was the Son of God”

Teaching that Jesus is the Christ
Teaching that the Christ must suffer

2. What Old Testament was all about: The testimonies behind (Jesus) the Christ

a. The Prophets’ testimony

Mark 1:2 quotes Malachi 3:1
Mark 1:3 quotes Isaiah 40:3

See, I will send my messenger who will prepare the way before me. Then suddenly the Lord you are seeking will come to his temple …
A voice of one calling: “In the desert prepare a way for the Lord, make straight in the wilderness a highway for our God.”

b.John’s testimony

-One more powerful

-From Nazareth in Galilee!

c. God’s testimony 

-The Son is a …………………

-The Son is a …………………

-The Son ……………………..

Mark 1:11 on Psalm 2:7

Mark 1:11b from Isaiah 42:1 

I will proclaim the decree of the Lord: He said to me, “You are my Son, today I have become your Father.” “Here is my Servant, whom I uphold, my chosen one in whom I delight …” 

3.What Jesus is all about

a. The Forgiveness!

b.The Kingdom of God is near! 

c. The Responses: R…………… or R…………………… 

Kingdom of God in CREATION
Kingdom of God in ISRAEL

God ruling
God ruling

His People (Adam & Eve)
His People (Israel)

His Place (Eve)
His Place (Canaan)

Challenge: What’s it all about?
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