Back to Basics in ARPC (Colossians 2: 6 - 12)

Preached by Pastor Chris Chia to Adam Road Presbyterian Centre on 24-25 February 2001.

6 So then, just as you received Christ Jesus as Lord, continue to live in him, 

7 rooted and built up in him, strengthened in the faith as you were taught, and overflowing with thankfulness. 

8 See to it that no one takes you captive through hollow and deceptive philosophy, which depends on human tradition and the basic principles of this world rather than on Christ. 

9 For in Christ all the fullness of the Deity lives in bodily form, 

10 and you have been given fullness in Christ, who is the head over every power and authority. 

11 In him you were also circumcised, in the putting off of the sinful nature,  not with a circumcision done by the hands of men but with the circumcision done by Christ, 

12 having been buried with him in baptism and raised with him through your faith in the power of God, who raised him from the dead.

“Moving on” is in fashion. So we say, he started at the bottom in the company. He moved on to middle management. He’s moved on to the top. So we started in government (HDB) housing, we move on to condo, move on to landed property, move on to Johor Bahru! That’s progress! On the other hand, “moving on” can be the opposite. A child says: “My Dad has moved on to live with another woman.” Another teenager says: “My mother moved on to pursue her career and find her happiness.” Kids do say the darndest things. In those instances, “moving on” is to regress from what is true and truly valuable. 

Christianity is all about the person of Jesus: who he is and what he has come to do. We started with Jesus, we continue with Jesus, we will end with Jesus. But the greatest temptation is to “move on” from Jesus. We started with Jesus’ righteousness making us right with God, we move to our religiousness in churches making us right with God. We started with the Cross of Christ, we now move on to the Dove of the Spirit. We started approaching God boldly through the Messiah, we now move on to approaching God boldly through music. “Moving on” from Jesus is not a new danger to the 21st century church. It has always been there.    

Read Colossians 2:6 – “ … CONTINUE to live in him … rooted and built up in Him” 

Message: Don’t move on from Jesus. Jesus is enough. He is supreme and sufficient. He is all I need to be acceptable to God.  

Freddy Fender sang a song in 1970s called “Before the Next Tear Drop Falls”:

“If he brings you happiness then I wish you both the best; 

It’s your happiness that matters most all. 

But if he ever breaks your heart; 

If a tear drop ever starts, 

I’ll be there before the next tear drop falls.”

Love songs are so unreal! If he brings you happiness then I wish you all the best. Nonsense! What we really think is this: He is NOT going to bring you happiness. I will bring you happiness! And if he does, I’m not going to wish you all the best! That is what Paul the apostle is saying here of Jesus. If anyone can solve God’s problem of saving sinners without compromising God’s holiness, if anyone can save us from God’s wrath, if anyone can take our hardcore rebellion – then follow him, it, them! But who can solve God’s problem of saving sinners without compromising God’s holiness? Who can save us from God’s wrath? Who can take our hardcore rebellion? No one! Only Jesus can! So follow Jesus! Jesus is enough. He is supreme and sufficient. He is all I need to be acceptable to God. 

But what is it about Jesus I need to know? From this Back to Basics series – we are saved by grace alone, Christ alone, Bible alone, faith alone. That’s the gospel. God saves me by grace, his grace is Jesus, I know of Jesus from one source alone - the Bible, I receive Jesus in one way alone - by faith. If anyone comes along and makes you feel insecure about Jesus, that person is adding or subtracting from Christ. In adding to Jesus, they have subtracted. They are saying: You need more than Jesus. That’s an attack and insult on him.   

Some modern day examples of this:

You have Jesus – BUT have you been baptized with water, with how much water, with the (Holy) Spirit, in tongues, with laughter, been slain in the Spirit? You have Jesus – BUT do you have a human representative here on earth who’s head of the church, do you have someone close to Jesus who can intercede for you? You have Jesus – BUT have you experienced the joy, the close fellowship. For me, unthinkingly, when I came back I kept longing for the Christian fellowship in Australia. My conversion, my first church, my first spiritual experiences. Wished everybody had THAT experience. Soon, I was judging everyone by that experience. The good old days in Overseas Christian Fellowship (OCF), Varsity Christian Fellowship (VCF), in the Boys’ or Girls’ Brigade, Youth Fellowship. We have to be cautious that even our subjective experience of the Christian life do not become the objective measure. Why? Then our “experience” of Jesus or our “experience” of the Bible – not Jesus, not the Bible per se - becomes the authority, the arbiter and determiner of what is true. Colossians 2:6 – “ … CONTINUE to live in Him.” Message: Don’t move on from Jesus. Jesus is enough.  

Another way to understand Jesus is to look at 1 Corinthians 15. Five things we note here:

·  The gospel is a message that is preached.

·  The gospel is received and passed on from person to person.

·  By this gospel we are saved.

·  But we must hold firmly to it. 

·  The Message of the gospel is about a Man – Jesus. 

The most important thing for us is what we accomplish in life – life achievement awards. The most significant thing about Jesus is his DEATH! He died for our SINS, he rose and it was according to what God has been saying in (Old Testament) Scriptures. God has gone about solving his and our problem. 

In some circles, they don’t mention sin, they don’t mention Jesus’ death, they don’t say that God’s great promise in Scripture is this: To deal the death blow to sin by dealing the death blow to his Son. If the Gospel about Jesus’ death for our sin is not preached, we must wonder that people are saved. But some would say: “People have spiritual experiences and feel touched by God at these meetings.” Sometimes I have asked the question: “What does one consider a spiritual experience?” One or two said: “Sex is a spiritual experience!” They consider sex a touch of the divine. Does not mean they are saved. Or some people say they feel close to God in a near death experience – that does not mean they are saved through Christ. They just feel close to God.   

“By this gospel we are saved … what I received I pass on”. Back to Basics is back to Jesus and the Gospel. Without Jesus and the Gospel, we will end up living moralistically. Without Jesus and Gospel, we will end up reading our Bibles ritually and magically. Without Jesus and the Gospel, we will end up praying mechanically. In short, if we just teach the “hows” without the “why” – we tend to end up practicing “religion” instead practicing righteousness. 

But the Gospel can led us to two problems in living it out. Read Galatians 5:1. We are free. Like spiritual prisoners, we have broken free. Then we rejoice: “Free, free, free!” But free to do what?!” Free not to sin! 

Jesus is both the grace of God and the law of God. In believing Jesus, I keep God’s law because he has kept it fully for me. The legalist tends to focus on all law, no grace in their Christian life. They end up trying to earn their own salvation by keeping laws, spiritual and religious disciplines. They say: “You have to …” The libertine, on the other hand, focuses on grace. All grace, no law in their Christian life. They say: “I don’t have to …” The true Christian who knows Jesus says: “In knowing Jesus, both the grace and law, I want to … live God’s way, read God’s Word, pray to God, meet with God’s people, share Jesus.” (I am going to tackle libertine, legalist and Gospel Christian)

·  Living God’s way

In this aspect, the libertine’s favourite song is: “Jesus take me as I am!” God accepts me for who I am. I don’t have to change. I’ll carry on living as I am. Oh, there are changes. Cosmetic changes. Changed vocabulary but no change values. Changed activity but no change in actuality. I painted my house in Sydney. My neighbour got his whole family down. Changed floor boards, changed ceiling boards. Guess whose house lasted? His house! There was a singer called Alice Cooper – singer with make up running down her face. Christians who make cosmetic changes, when push comes to shove in the heat of life, we may realize we never accepted Jesus!

The Legalist thinks living God’s way is mostly about the 10 Commandments: “Thou shall not …” Except the commandments are given by us: Thou shall not listen to Elvis Presley, the Beatles. Not watch Kung Fu and James Bond movies. Thy women shall not wear make up. Thy children shall not play Ninja Turtles. They shall not read Harry Potter. Thy family shall not buy Procter and Gamble products. The Christian life is all non-essentials – we spend all of our time judging one another by what we eat, drink, wear – the very things kingdom people should not do! The principles may be right but the application is wrong. Worse still, when application becomes the law we’ve got legalism. The Christian life for the legalist boils down to: “True Christians shall not ....” 

For those who freed in Christ, in the table below (entitled “Some ways forward”), one area of changed values is the way we handle school, work and money. It’s all about where we end up in society, where we are pegged. The measure of that is performance. So school, work and money becomes the no. 1 priority. Defines who our children are, defines who we are. We base our decisions by and take actions on them. But for us, we do not worry about pegging. We are called into God’s kingdom. My highest priority is Godliness. I am defined by God. Base decisions around Christ. (Listen to example on audio)

·  Listening to God (reading God’s Word)

For the libertine in the area of Bible reading, they say I’m free. “I don’t have” to read God’s Word. Let experts do the hard work. I hear in some circles, they gather for cell group, they are encouraged to close their Bibles – whatever they “think” God is telling you that is his word for them. In other circles, they study the sermon, they don’t study God’s Word. Here in ARPC you study the passage and then hear one valid interpretation of it on the weekends. 

For the legalist, one expression. “You have to” read the King James Version, Revised Standard Version, New American Standard Version to be true Christian. Then the church is divided into the KJVers, RSVers, NIVers! Or you have people subscribing to Bible reading aids – Scripture Union notes, Everyday with Jesus, Streams in the Desert, Don Carson’s For the Love of God. Then the church is divided along Bible reading helps.

For those who know the Gospel, these are some ways we could all listen God:

·  Year-planners: Systematic reading of the whole Bible in fixed time (1 to 3 years).

·  Studying a book for the year: Reading, studying and applying a book

·  Listening to the Bible on cassette/CD in cars or with a walkman!

·  Prepare for weekly sermons and meetings by reading Bible passage beforehand. For Mark series – News of the Hour, set aside an hour. 

·  Praying to God

In the area of prayer, the libertine says God has opened a new and living way for me. In Singlish: “I don’t have to worry about how I pray - I can anyhow talk!” Favourite posture of prayer for the libertine is horizontal - on the bed! That is perhaps a problem with immanence. Immanence means the accessibility of God, closeness, nearness. God is with us in Christ. But there is a danger that we access God too lightly without reverence of heart. That it took the sacrifice of Jesus. We domesticate God as if he is our mate or neighbour. Or we trivialize God – help me to choose which dress to wear, which hawker to eat at. 

The legalist, on the other hand, in prayer tends to focus on the posture. “You have to …” pray on your knees. One pastor said ever so often he gets his whole congregation on their knees for being late! “On your knees to show true repentance!” Being on our knees may signal reverence or it may not. We may be shaking on our knees weekly in church but in our hearts be haughty shaking our fists against Him. Or the focus, if not on posture, is on passion. They say you Presbyterians pray - no oomph, no passion. You write and read the prayer! But for us, we shout: “In the Name, in the name of Jesus.” It is not our posture or volume that impresses God.  For those who are free in Christ, these are some ways we can pray: 

·  Biblical prayers: Pray from God’s Word, pray from the Bible for people. 

·  Kingdom prayer: Focus on what matters to God because Jesus is King!

·  Trusting prayers: Talk to God about daily needs 

·  Simple prayers: Talk to God from the heart, raise issues and leave them with Him.

·  Changed prayer & prayers: Expect God to answer prayer. Expect to be changed by God’s “yes”, “no” and “wait” answers.

·  In groups, pray FIRST. Don’t spend more time sharing, spend more time praying!  

·  Fellowshipping with God’s people

For the libertine, they do not need Christians. Their favourite song is: “I walk alone" or "He is my everything!” Jesus does not teach us to call God “My Father”. Jesus alone calls God: My Father. He teaches us to call God “Our Father”. We are not saved persons, we are a saved people. The Kingdom of God is about people in right relationship with God and with another. It is the ingathering of every tribe, every nation.  

For the legalist, “you have to” fellowship. After awhile, we forget “why”. We meet not just for fellowship or to encourage (full stop). I went to National Day rally. Was encouraged by the DJs to scream if I love Singapore! Sometimes Christians encourage one another not to scream but to self-pity and self love! But we meet to remind one another of Jesus – his life, death, resurrection and coming again. Turn your eyes upon Jesus … and the things of earth will grow strangely dim – wrong!  They will become strangely clear. Why?  I see a failed exam, relationship, business - through Jesus - for what it is. We meet to encourage one another in faith, obedience and Godliness. Christian fellowship is a panacea against sin, the sin of losing trust in Jesus, moving on from Jesus. So we want to make meeting God’s people a priority in big group (services), small group (discipleship groups) and one-to-one relationships. Meet 1-to-1 with ONE person from church or from your group to read the Bible, pray and encourage to Godliness. 

A child says: “My Dad has moved on to live with another woman.” Another teenager says: “My mother moved on to pursue her career and find her happiness.” It is sad when we move on from ultimate reality in this life. It is tragedy when we move on from Jesus. We can only move on with Jesus, under Jesus, because of Jesus. We started with Jesus, we continue with Jesus, we will end with Jesus. May the adjective of our lives not be that of the libertine who abuses God’s grace and says: “I don’t have to.” May the adjective of our lives not be that of the legalist who makes up his own law and says: “You have to.” May our freedom be in Christ and we say: “I want to … live God’s way, read God’s word, pray to God, meet with God’s people, share Jesus.” This is our prayer for myself, my family, for us in ARPC. 

Back to Basics in ARPC

1. The Gospel

Gospel Minus
The Gospel (Saved by …)
Gospel Plus


Grace Alone
Grace + Works

Jesus the liberator = - Jesus

Jesus the religious man = - Jesus

Jesus the moralist = - Jesus

Jesus the blesser  = - Jesus
Jesus Alone
Jesus + The Law

Jesus + Circumcision

Jesus + Baptism

Jesus + Holy Spirit


Bible Alone
Bible + Tradition

Bible + Experience

Bible + Rational


Faith Alone
Faith + Works

2. Gospel Living

Libertine

1. Belief: Anti-Law or Antinomian

2. Behaviour: “I don’t have to”

3. Too much grace, no law. 
Gospel Freedom
1.Belief: Christ is our Law!

2. Behaviour: “I want to”

3. Christ = Grace + Law!
Legalist

1. Belief: Keep the “law”!

2. Behaviour: “You have to”

3. Too much law, no grace

Jesus take me as I am!

- Cosmetic changes.

- No change in values
Live God’s Way: 

“Say no to …” 

“Say yes to …”
Focus on non-essentials

Listen to man’s word
Listen to God’s Word
Listen to the Translation

Listen to the Bible reading helps

Anyhow talk! 

- Immanence problem!
Talk to God                                                                  
Talk about the posture

- The transcendence problem!

I walk alone!
Meeting with God’s People
Focus on “fellowshipitis”

Focus on “encouragement/comfort”

It’s all predestined anyway!
Evangelise
Focus on method

Focus on building bridges

Back to Basics: A Summary

Saved by Christ alone 

Romans 5

Saved by Faith alone
So now, trust in Christ! 

Ephesians 2
Saved by Grace alone

So now, by grace live God’s way!                                                 

Titus 2
Saved by Bible alone

So now, listen to God’s Word! 

2 Timothy 3

Saved to Pray

So now, talk to God!

Philippians 4 
Saved to be God’s Family

So now, meet to keep going!

Hebrews 10
Saved to save the world

So now, share Jesus! 

Colossians 3

Back to Basics in ARPC: Some ways forward

1. Living God’s Way

Work & Money 
Living the World’s Way
Living God’s Way

Success 
Performance/Pegging in society
Called in kingdom of God!

Priority                                               
No. 1 – top priority
Live for Jesus: Godliness!

Value
Defines who we are
Defined by God: I am who I am by grace

Commitment 
Base decisions and actions on it
Base decisions and actions around Christ

2. Listening to God

a. Year-planners: Systematic reading of the whole Bible in fixed time (1 to 3 years).

b. Studying a book for the year: Reading, studying and applying a book 

c. Listening to the Bible on cassette/CD in cars or walkman!

d. Prepare for weekly sermons and meetings by reading Bible passage beforehand. 

3. Praying to God

a. Biblical prayers: Pray from God’s Word, pray from the Bible for people. 

b. Trinitarian prayer: Talking to God our Father, through the Son led by the Spirit.

c. Kingdom prayer: Focus on what matters to God because Jesus is King!

d. Trusting prayers: Talk to God about daily needs 

e. Simple prayers: Talk to God from the heart, raise issues and leave them with Him.

f.  Changed prayer & prayers: Expect God to answer prayer. Expect to be changed by God’s “yes”, “no” and “wait” answers.

g. In groups, pray FIRST. Don’t spend more time sharing, spend more time praying!  

4. Fellowshipping with God’s people

a. Make meeting God’s people a priority in big group (services), small group (discipleship groups) and one-to-one relationships. 

b. Meet to remind one another of Jesus – his life, death, resurrection and coming again.

c. Meet to encourage one another in faith, obedience and Godliness.

d. Meet 1-to-1 with ONE person from church or from your Discipleship group to read the Bible, pray and encourage to Godliness. 

e. Meet to love and serve one another; not to judge one another.  

5. Evangelism

a. Learn WHAT is the Gospel or Good News of Jesus. Focus on MESSAGE. 

b. Learn HOW to share Gospel. Enrol for 2WTL. Focus on presenting message CLEARLY.

c. Pray, practice and plan to do evangelism in your Discipleship Groups – watch a video/film, discuss a topic, share a testimony, answer queries, give out Christian information.  

d. Pray for friends specifically. Focus on PERSONS. Think FRIENDSHIPS!


Mornings
Noon
Nights

Sunday
Church – invite friends?
Sports
Family Makan!

Monday
Pray for Elders/Deacons

Family devotion

Tuesday
Pray for DG leaders

Discipleship Group (DG)

Wednesday 
Pray for the DG

DG training

Thursday 
Pray for 1-to-1 person

Time with children

Fridays 
Pray for Tans
Lunch: Meet 1-to-1
Family outing

Saturdays 
Sabbath day with wife
Sabbath with kids
Dinner with Tans - evangelism
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