Evangelism: Meeting the World (Colossian 4:2-6)

Preached by Pastor Chris Chia at Adam Road Presbyterian Centre on 17-18 February 2001.

2 Devote yourselves to prayer, being watchful and thankful. 

3 And pray for us, too, that God may open a door for our message, so that we may proclaim the mystery of Christ, for which I am in chains. 

4 Pray that I may proclaim it clearly, as I should. 

5 Be wise in the way you act toward outsiders; make the most of every opportunity. 

6 Let your conversation be always full of grace, seasoned with salt, so that you may know how to answer everyone.

(For those reading this script – this week’s sermon is only “half” a sermon. The other half is a CD-ROM on evangelism called “2 Ways to Live”.)

How would you like if someone came to your house, they sit themselves in your lounge room; before long, without much invitation, they start to tell you how to run your life? What values you should have, how bad your taste is, how much you need to change your life and lifestyle. But they not only tell you, but they tell your children how they should run their life. What values they should have, how bad their taste is, how much they need to change their life and lifestyle. What would you do to such a person? I’d tell them to get lost! What right do you have to enter my house and tell me what to do! But friends, it happens every time you turn on the television and surf the Net. They hit you with a million messages of what? Your life choices and lifestyles. They are all out to influence your choice. And win you over to their products, pleasures, pursuits, philosophy which all scream: “I am my own person. I am looking out for No. 1.”   

Christians have often been accused of being evangelistic or proselytising. Christians are out to influence and brainwash people. Change their life and lifestyles. Christians are always trying to win people to their side. But for intellectual integrity, every time we turn on the TV or Net – we should acknowledge that this is untrue. The truth is that the WHOLE world is trying to get us to buy into something! It paints this beautiful picture called Heaven; we buy into it and it turns out to be hell. 

·  One of the messages of the world is: The real man or woman is the one who “scores” with the most men or women. Their diary is full. Minimal commitments, maximum satisfaction. This is free and full life. I’ve not met anyone who said: “I lost my virginity. I feel real, free, full.” Most say: “I feel something died, guilty, enslaved!”     

1.     Open doors: Proclaim Gospel clearly!

Make no mistake about it. Christians are out there trying to get you to buy into something. We paint this beautiful picture called Heaven; people buy into it and it turns out to be what it is – heaven! Why? Because it is not us who paint this picture called Heaven. It is God!

1:13   – “For He (God) has rescued us from the dominion of darkness and brought us into the kingdom of the Son he loves, in whom we have redemption, the forgiveness of sins.” There is not just forgiveness. God has not just forgiven us and then leave us as who we are and where we were. There is an actual change in status. There is an actual transfer from the kingdom of darkness to the kingdom of his Son. He has taken his wrath against us and our venom against him.  

1:21   - It was a life in which we were alienated from God. Each of us God. Usurping God’s place, rebelling against Him. Why could we not create or get into this kingdom. Why is it only the Son (Jesus) can give? Because it is the kingdom of the Son “he loves”. Jesus did what Adam and Israel could not do: Obey God fully and willingly from the heart! That is why this is the Son whom God loves. 

This is the Gospel. The bad news about us and good news of Jesus. This is the message concerning God and us. It is firstly about God before it is about us. It is about God because he sets about resolving this question: how can a holy God justify sinners? It is about us because we all have to answer: How can I be saved? This is the message Paul the Apostle wants to share. He makes certain this message never changes. Why? Because a true relationship with God is based on true knowledge.  

· In Colossians 4, Paul give us instructions how to pass the message of salvation on truthfully. Dick Lucas helpfully divides this section into two parts:

· Speaking to God about people (verse 2-4)

· Speaking to people about God (verse 5-6). 

In his letters but especially here in Colossians and Ephesians, Paul sees prayer as part of his Gospel work for God. It is our participation in God’s work. Prayer is not to earn God’s merit. It is not to degenerate into ritual or religion. Second, he sees prayer as mutual work. I pray for you, you pray for me. He prays for his converts, his converts pray for him. Thirdly, he saw prayer as REAL help. 2 Corinthians 1:11 – “as you help us by your prayers”. Lastly, he often tells his readers to persevere in prayer. 

In short, Paul does not try to do this work of saving people without prayer. He prays for God to “open doors for the message”. And that must mean for God to open doors for the messenger (human voice of divine message) – himself as an apostle. He prays not for personal benefit. He prays “so that” – we (plural – meaning the team) may proclaim, for which “I” (singular) am in chains. He is praying for open doors to “proclaim the mystery of Christ”. What mystery? “Mystery” - like embargoed news. It is there. It is a fact. God will save through Christ. Save Jews right? – a Jew saving a Jew? No! God will save the world, all the nations! That is the mystery that Paul is proclaiming. Paul says that God saves people through the activity of “declaring” or “proclaiming” the message. Preaching is part of the process of God’s revelation. Revelation is now complete in Christ and his word. But proclamation makes it known.  Pray that Paul may declare it “clearly”. That is what we must pray for most for our preachers – that they will be faithful to the message of Jesus and clear. 

Then Paul turns from how he ought to speak as an apostle/teacher of gospel to how his recipients ought to “speak” in their lives to outsiders. 

2.     Let your conversation be…

a.     Full of grace

“Outsiders” = those who do not know Christ and his kingdom yet. They are to “Make the most of every opportunity – snapping up opportunity, buying up time.” Make the most of it. Why? Our great privilege is to answer everyone about our belief and behaviour. This is what we call “responsive evangelism”. Opportunities to respond and explain are to be found everywhere. Be ready for these and be willing to give an answer for who and what we believe. And when you do speak, speak graciously, be charming. Why? Because response often provokes argument and disagreement. The focus is not only on the content but also on the manner of speaking.   

b.     Seasoned with salt

Salt may not be many things but salt always stirs or arouses taste. Our conversation should compel interest and attention. People will be struck by what you said and how you said it. In short, evangelism should be opportune in time, appropriate in words.   

3.     Evangelism in ARPC

We now watch a CD-ROM that shows how to “give an answer” or evangelise.  
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