Obedience: Living God’s Way (Titus 2:1-3:8)

Preached by Pastor Chris Chia to Adam Road Presbyterian Centre on 20-21 January 2001.

2:1  You must teach what is in accord with sound doctrine.

2  Teach the older men to be temperate, worthy of respect, self-controlled, and sound in faith, in love and in endurance.

3  Likewise, teach the older women to be reverent in the way they live, not to be slanderers or addicted to much wine, but to teach what is good.

4  Then they can train the younger women to love their husbands and children,

5  to be self-controlled and pure, to be busy at home, to be kind, and to be subject to their husbands, so that no one will malign the word of God.

6  Similarly, encourage the young men to be self-controlled.

7  In everything set them an example by doing what is good. In your teaching show integrity, seriousness

8  and soundness of speech that cannot be condemned, so that those who oppose you may be ashamed because they have nothing bad to say about us.

9  Teach slaves to be subject to their masters in everything, to try to please them, not to talk back to them,

10  and not to steal from them, but to show that they can be fully trusted, so that in every way they will make the teaching about God our Savior attractive.

11  For the grace of God that brings salvation has appeared to all men.

12  It teaches us to say "No" to ungodliness and worldly passions, and to live self-controlled, upright and godly lives in this present age,

13  while we wait for the blessed hope--the glorious appearing of our great God and Savior, Jesus Christ,

14  who gave himself for us to redeem us from all wickedness and to purify for himself a people that are his very own, eager to do what is good.

15  These, then, are the things you should teach. Encourage and rebuke with all authority. Do not let anyone despise you.

3:1  Remind the people to be subject to rulers and authorities, to be obedient, to be ready to do whatever is good,

2  to slander no one, to be peaceable and considerate, and to show true humility toward all men.

3  At one time we too were foolish, disobedient, deceived and enslaved by all kinds of passions and pleasures. We lived in malice and envy, being hated and hating one another.

4  But when the kindness and love of God our Savior appeared,

5  he saved us, not because of righteous things we had done, but because of his mercy. He saved us through the washing of rebirth and renewal by the Holy Spirit,

6  whom he poured out on us generously through Jesus Christ our Savior,

7  so that, having been justified by his grace, we might become heirs having the hope of eternal life.

8  This is a trustworthy saying. And I want you to stress these things, so that those who have trusted in God may be careful to devote themselves to doing what is good. These things are excellent and profitable for everyone.
Before-and-After: The mixed-up life

Life gets mixed up when we mix up our tenses.

Let’s say you turn on the news. This is what you hear: “Yesterday, demonstrations are breaking out in Indonesia. Police forces have put down the demonstrations which is going on now. Peace is came to the capital, Jakarta, yesterday.” If it is merely bad language you just discount it. But if you are scheduled to travel to Jakarta, you need to get the tenses right – are the demonstrations still on or not? The newsreader junked it up! I am now – as prospective traveller - paralysed with inaction. Why? Because life gets mixed up when we mix up our tenses.

Let’s say you come home and your spouse writes you a card for your birthday. The card reads: “I loved you!” Was it misspelling? “Loved” means she used to love me in the past. Which is very different to “I love you” in the present or “I’ll love you” in the future. Life does get very mixed up when we mix up our tenses.

The Christian, the person who believes in Jesus, has a past, a present and a future. But life gets mixed up when we confuse our past, our present and our future. The popular and personal meaning of salvation for most is past. We say: “I was saved in December 1980 through the BB/GB, the youth ministry, in university. Which means in 1980 I prayed the sinner’s prayer and believed in Jesus. Been there, done that, it was in the past. Then I carried on.”

We could not be more wrong about what it means to be a Christian! The true Christian who truly believes in Jesus must understand that our salvation has three tenses. Salvation is past, present and future for both the Saviour and the saved.  For our Saviour Jesus, “past” –this is what Jesus did historically on the Cross; “present” – this is what He is doing now through His Spirit and Word; “future” – this is what Jesus will do when he comes again. For those being saved, “past” means this is who we were by our sinful nature; “present” – this is who we are now because of Jesus; and “future” – this is what we will become when Jesus returns. A good way to think of salvation is that it is a past action with present implications. Salvation is both a point in time and process of time. It is like a wedding which happened at a point and a marriage which is ongoing. We cannot be married and live as if we were still single! Life before and after marriage must be different. Life before and after Jesus must be different.

Over the last two weeks, we saw how we needed saving and how only Jesus can save us completely. The question now is: “So what.” What does a life changed by Jesus look like? What does a person before-and-after knowing Jesus look like? To answer that we need to know who Jesus is and what has happened to us. We will realize that living God’s way means a change in thinking and living. So what has happened to us?

1.     God’s Way: The motivation for change

a. This is a “trustworthy saying”: Grace

Describe in a word what Lee Kuan Yew has done for Singapore? “Transformed”. He transformed us from 3rd world to 1st world. Describe what Einstein did for science? “Revolutionised” - he revolutionised it. Describe what God has done for us in Jesus with one word? The answer is “Grace”! Read Titus 2:9 - “For the grace of God that brings salvation has appeared to all men.” Paul the Apostle who writes this letter collapses, summarises and crystallizes what God has done for us in sending Jesus with this simple word “grace”. God in Jesus has acted towards us in grace!

Read Titus 3:4-7. Note the words - “kindness and love of God our Saviour”, “But because of his great mercy” and “having been justified by his grace”.  Compare how similar this is to what we learnt last week in Ephesians 2:4-7. Four words there were – God is in his “great love”, “who is rich in mercy”, “grace” and “kindness.”

So what is “grace”? It is much misunderstood. “Grace” for some is something we say before meals! “Grace” is something we call people. But the Biblical meaning goes along this line: Judgement is getting what we deserve; grace is getting what we do not deserve from God!

Illustration: One of the all-time favourite Christian hymns is Amazing Grace. Who do you think has sung and recorded the best version of Amazing Grace? For me, the best rendition of Amazing Grace I’ve heard is by former drug addicts. How? They are not trained in music or singing. In fact many sing out of tune! They don’t sing to the music. They sing about the message. They sing from the heart. They sing like men delivered.

Men delivered not just from drugs. Drug addiction is a manifestation, an outbreak, a symptom of a disease. Don’t treat chicken poxes with Clearasil! That is to confuse the symptoms with the disease. I think former drug addicts sing like men delivered from THE disease. Read Titus 3:3. The disease is “foolish, disobedient, deceived and enslaved”. Ephesians 2:1-10 says: “All of us lived this way.” What way? “Transgressing” which means trespassing or entering illegally into God’s territory. “Sinning” which means falling short of or failing God.

The disease boils down to this question: “Is God God? Or am I God? Sin is saying: Even if God is God, I’ll live my way! Drug addicts have thought and lived somewhere along their life with this: “I am God, I’ll live my way!” They have lived with both the terror and tyranny of having “my way” – the God-forsaken life. They have also lived with the goodness or pleasure of a God-forsaken life. Our disease of rebellion against God can experienced both ways – the terror of it and the goodness of. For drug addicts, their rebellion – “I am God” has a public face and a social stigma to it. Our quiet rebellion has no public face and no social stigma. But it’s just as dangerous – me going about my middle class life with my middle class dreams.

The person who understands salvation, like former drug addicts, now says: “Enough! Enough! Enough of life without God. Enough of me as God! I am a hardcore rebel.” Trouble is I cannot get myself out of this! Then what happened? “Grace” happened to me! “God” happened to me! This is the “Jesus” life. A life of grace. Jesus – God’s grace to us - has taken this rebellion. And not just this rebellion but my addiction to it. And not just this rebellion and addiction but God’s condemnation for it.

Read Titus 2:14     – “he has redeemed us.”

Read Titus 3:4 - “But when the kindness and love of God (first) appeared … he saved us … he justified us.”

That why we sing AMAZING grace! It is a realization of who we really are, it is a realization of what Jesus has done perfectly and a realization of what it means to belong to Jesus. “This is the trustworthy saying!” What’s this? It is the bad news about us and the good news about Jesus! It is a life of grace, so undeserved, how can it be that God has saved me.

Read Steve’s testimony from Back to Basics: “Before I became a Christian, I thought living God’s way was all about trying to win God’s favour. I thought it was about saying ‘please’ to God: “please save me, please forgive me”. But once I understood Jesus, the Gospel, I realized I could not earn God’s favour. I could only receive it as a gift through Jesus’ death for me. It’s not about saying ‘please’ to God but it is about saying ‘thank you’! Thank you God for saving me through the cross of Jesus. To me, living as a Christian is life long ‘thank you’ for his grace.” If we find ourselves, saying “please, please” forgive and save - we must wonder whether we understand who Jesus is and what He has done! The adjective for the true Christian is “thank you”! “Thank you for giving me Jesus. Thank you that Jesus has saved me completely. Thank you I am born again!”

You see, Jesus has not just forgiven us. When we forgive someone – we leave them exactly the same person and in the same position. But God not just pronounced forgiveness and left us where we are. Salvation is not just a unilateral declaration. Jesus has taken both God’s wrath against us and our rebellion against him. He has also taken the venom from our side. In Ephesians 2, Jesus “made us alive … raised us … seated us.” There is real change of status: from rebels to righteous, from God’s enemies to being his children. Here in Titus 3:7 – “we have become HEIRS having the hope of eternal life”. Now what?

Titus 3:8– “we must devote ourselves to doing what is good”

Titus 2:14    – “we are people who are his very own, we must now be eager to do what is good”.

Titus 3:1– “we must be ready to whatever is good.”

This is the life of grace. He has redeemed us! How can we go back to this! Second, we are to live between two appearings (3:4 and 2:14). This life of grace is between two appearings – the first and second appearing of Jesus. It is life where we do good. There must be change in our thinking and living.

2.     Thinking God’s Way: Hold firm … teach … sound doctrine

Titus 3:8- “we must stress these things”

Titus 2:15 - “we must teach these things”

Titus 1:9- “what things?” “elders/Christian leaders must hold firm to the trustworthy message”

“Trustworthy saying” & “sound  doctrine”? It is the bad news about us and the good news about Jesus. The Gospel! This is what we are to hold firm and pass on. This is what we are to teach in every faithful gathering of God’s people. How hard it is to do this? Paul left Titus in Crete to this. Read Titus 1:5 - “Straighten out the church and finish the task.” Straighten out the church from what?

1:10-11 Rebellious people – teaching ruins.

1:14 Jewish myths not truth

3:9 About the law

What’s involved in false teaching? This group was seducing them to put the law, festivals, righteousness, religiousness at the centre of their personal and group life. When we put that at the centre, we will displace Jesus and the Cross. If Jesus is no more at the centre, if God’s grace in Christ - is no more at the centre -  it is crooked! Crooked teaching will ruin whole households! Lesson: Our relationship with God depends on a true knowledge of God! If we teach people wrongly about Jesus and the Gospel, we will come to ruin. The changed life involves a change in thinking and living because doctrine determines doing, principle affects practice, theology affects ethics.

a.     Teach

What is Paul saying? If the church stops teaching about sin, we will stop teaching Jesus. When we fail to hold firmly to this, when we hold fast to other things. It is a subtle but substantial seduction. If the centre of church is not Christ, is not the Gospel – guess what’s the centre? Us! mankind, our flesh, humanness, our agendas. It could be our tradition, morality, religiousness, righteousness. If that is the centre, it is a disaster waiting to happen personally and church wise. And Christians and “churches” can displace Christ and the Cross and be man-centred in so many ways. We can be tradition or morality-centred, prosperity-centred, problem-centred, growth-centred, religion-centred churches.

Illustration: Why do you come to ARPC? Surely not for the building! There is a reason why we keep this building plain. With nice church buildings – there is a certain spiritual ambience, holy atmosphere, a sanctuary. It is subtle and hypnotic message: We start to think this is a place for good people, this is a place for nice people, this is a place for moral people. Trouble is – after awhile we believe in it! The most dangerous about long-established churches worshipping in nice churchy buildings is this: After awhile we start to believe we are good, we are moral - without Christ! And what do good people do? We do lots of good social work.

In prosperity centred church - you want to be rich, claim it. Stand up - claim the car; stand up - claim the house! It could be Christianised version of carnality. Greed covered by Godliness, pride covered by purity! In a problem-centred church = I’ve got a problem, solve it! It’s all about solving problems. In a religion-centred or spirituality-centred church, all our religious or spiritual activities make us feel so holy. In a growth-centred church, growth could be a cover up for our unconverted need for achievement. All these allow us to escape a head-on collision with two truths: confronting our sin and our need for Jesus!

We may not be many things in ARPC. But we try to hold firmly to Jesus, the Gospel. I hope you will scratch and find the centre of ARPC is Jesus. Christians and churches who mix up their centres are mixed up. If Jesus is the centre, we will always be a “grace” person and a “grace” people. 3:2 – that is why “we can show a true humility to all men”. We know who we are and what has happened to us by grace. That is thinking God’s way.

Is Jesus the centre of your life? Does grace mark your life? Can it be so simple – keep thinking bad news, good news, Gospel, Jesus? Mindset. Yes! And what will change when that happens?

3.     Living God’s Way: Teach and Do what is good (2:3, 2:14, 3:1, 3:8)

a. Say “no”. How: Jesus and the Spirit

We say “no” more to rebellion - because of Jesus. We say “no” to rebellion - with his Spirit. We say no by “grace”. Grace “trains” me to say “no” to ungodliness. It is no more about me ruling myself, what I want, when I want, how I want. How abhorrent that life is. Jesus died for this. I began my Christian life by grace, continue by grace, end by grace. Our motivation is Christ - his two appearings. Our confidence is this: It is done! I say ‘thank you’. Don’t say “no” to human rebellion by human effort in fasting, confession, spiritual routine – this is suppression, not submission to Jesus.

b.     Say “yes”

“Self-controlled” – I am under Jesus’ control.

“Upright” – there must a change in relationships! Relational holiness. There is a change of my relationships within God’s household, there is change of relationships without because there has been a change -  “a rescue” in my relationship with God.

Challenge: Maybe we are confused not because we have mixed up our tenses but because we have mixed up who’s at the centre. Is God at the centre or me? Have I displaced Jesus with me, my needs, my problems, morality and righteousness? Maybe you’ve started to think: “Maybe I’m not that much of a rebel – that’s not my real problem”. When we think that, we have come to grief! When we think that we are no more AMAZED by grace, by Jesus. So who sits at the centre? If Jesus does not sit at the centre, there will be no real change in thinking and living. Before and after, Christ will look the same because it is still all about me. Let us hold firmly to Jesus and the Gospel and have real change in our lives!
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