Salvation: Saved by God (Romans 5:1-11)

Preached by Pastor Chris Chia to Adam Road Presbyterian Centre on 6-7 January 2001.

1  Therefore, since we have been justified through faith, we have peace with God through our Lord Jesus Christ,

2  through whom we have gained access by faith into this grace in which we now stand. And we rejoice in the hope of the glory of God.

3  Not only so, but we also rejoice in our sufferings, because we know that suffering produces perseverance;

4  perseverance, character; and character, hope.

5  And hope does not disappoint us, because God has poured out his love into our hearts by the Holy Spirit, whom he has given us.

6  You see, at just the right time, when we were still powerless, Christ died for the ungodly.

7  Very rarely will anyone die for a righteous man, though for a good man someone might possibly dare to die.

8  But God demonstrates his own love for us in this: While we were still sinners, Christ died for us.

9  Since we have now been justified by his blood, how much more shall we be saved from God's wrath through him!

10  For if, when we were God's enemies, we were reconciled to him through the death of his Son, how much more, having been reconciled, shall we be saved through his life!

11  Not only is this so, but we also rejoice in God through our Lord Jesus Christ, through whom we have now received reconciliation.

1. Who am I?

a. Our perspective

Let’s begin by asking three questions. 

First question, how do we see ourselves on the macro societal level? I guess the newspapers are a pretty good description of how we see ourselves and view life on earth. As the year winds to an end, we celebrate, we shop, we eat with a vengeance - on all fronts – on the streets, at the office, in the home. Foam parties on Sentosa. Countdown parties on Orchard Road. Life is pretty good. 

Second question, and more importantly, how do you and I see ourselves? If God gave us a piece of paper and say: “Describe yourself in 50 words or less”, how will it sound? For me and John Ting, it will be a humble and simple description: “Graying but still highly attractive!” For Andrew Ong: “Newly graduated from Bible College … raring to go … and be crucified by the congregation!” For Daniel Ong – he’s beyond description! 

b. God’s perspective

Last question, but most importantly, how does GOD see us? How will God describe us? How will his description differ from our description? This is how God sees us in Romans 5. 

Read:

Verse 6a: We were “powerless” (Greek word astenon) means weak, impotent.

Verse 6b: “Ungodly” (Greek word asebon) means as “attack on the person of God”.

Verse 8: “Sinners” = Greek hamartolon = we fall short of God’s mark, ways.

Verse 10: “Enemies” = extroi = an attack against God and his ways.

The total, cumulative effect is terrible. You cannot get a darker and derogatory description of humanity, you and I. And it is profoundly important that this opinion of us comes from God. It is objective, non-negotiable and true compared to our subjective, negotiable and half true.

Illustration 1: At funerals – we often hear eulogies of the deceased person. Eulogies usually sing the praises of the person: He worked hard, she was caring. But after awhile eulogies get a bit unreal. The truer picture is: Dad worked hard but he also had a furious temper. Mother was caring but she drove us up the wall with her nagging. Uncle Tan was good but he really was stingier than Scrooge and Shylock put together. You see, we have selective memories. Why? Because of social convention. 

God has no need for social convention. He sees us for who we really are and he tells it to us for who we really are. This is who we are: “Ungodly, sinners, enemies” and powerless to do anything about our condition. Why such a gap, such a difference, such a clash between our view and God’s view? Why? 

Read:  

Romans 1:18-19 “who suppress the truth”

Romans 1:20-21 “exchanged God … for images made to look like mortal man, birds, animals

Romans 3:9“Jews and Gentiles are all under sin; no one who seeks God”

Romans 3:12, 18“all have turned away … there is no fear of God before their eyes”

They say of quarrels: the weaker the argument, the louder the voice. Our conspiracy of silence is deafening. Why? The whole celebration, the whole spirit of the world is this: “Life is good … without God. We are doing very well thank you … without God.” Which tells us that the suppression of God and his truth goes on uninhibited even today. Which tells us that the worship of the creature at the expense of the Creator is well and alive. Which tells us that all have turned away. This is sin – the rejection of God as God and the replacement of him with anything but God. How dare we? How can we? Ever heard couples describe being dumped or betrayed in love? What do they say? They say: “How dare he? How could she?” They are expressing the painful reality of being rejected and replaced with … a lesser being. How dare we? How can we reject God and replace him with self? We dared, did and still do blatantly reject God. God is conspicuously and thoroughly absent from our hearts and heart-lands, from our souls and society. God is conspicuously and thoroughly absent from the way we live the present. God is conspicuously and thoroughly absent from the way we plan the future. He is absent from the way we think of our children, from the way we think of our economy, from our politics. Has anyone scheduled God into our diaries or palm tops?

And what is God’s response to this? 

Read: 

Romans 1:18 – “His wrath is being poured out against godlessness and wickedness of man”

Our sin rightly incurs God’s wrath. But we must distinguish God’s wrath from human wrath. Human wrath – we call it road rage, air rage, office rage, home rage – has a few characteristics. Human wrath flies off the handle, is irrational, unreasonable and usually seeks the destruction of the object of the wrath. God’s wrath is different. It does not fly off the handles. It is rational, reasonable and does not simplistically seek the destruction of the object of his wrath – even though he has every right to do so. 

God’s wrath has three expressions. 

The first expression of God’s wrath is in the present. Read Romans 1:24, 1:26 and 1:28. It says that God “gave them over”. The first expression of God’s wrath is that he gives us over to live the live we choose to live. We choose this life and lifestyle against God – He gives us over to such godless lives and lifestyles. And just because we are not struck with lightning when we sin does not mean God is dead or He does not care. The way we live without God is part of his judgement against us. 

The second expression of God’s wrath is future. Romans 2:5 –“you are storing wrath against yourself for the day of God’s wrath”. There will be a future judgement and wrath for all of us.

The third expression of God’s wrath is this. 

Read: 

Romans 5:12 – “Death through sin.” 

Romans 6:23 – “The wages of sin is death”

Death is part of God’s wrath against us. It is the penalty for sin. Death is not a physical or medical problem to be conquered by cryonics. Death is not a mental state of mind to be overcame with psychology or religion. Jesus died to take God’s wrath.

2. What has Christ done?

a. Died for me

i. Righteous man? Good man?

Who did Jesus die for? V7: A righteous man may be upright but cold and clinical. We won’t die for such a person. A good man – an upright yet warm and lovable person – we might possibly die for him. But ungodly people, sinful people, enemies of God, people who cannot help themselves, people who are hardcore spiritual vagrants - who will die for them? 

Illustration 2: The Chronicle of Crime. In the 1920s, one of the worse public enemies was Albert Fish. Little old man. Grey-looking. Looked gentle and meek. He flogged and tortured over 100 children and killed at least four – possibly 15 – and cannibalised them. He died in an electric chair. I am going to read part of his cookbook on page 185. It is about how he cannibalised 4-year-old Billy Gaffney. 

How many of you will attend the funeral of Albert Fish? And if you did – will you cry over him? You think you will attend the funeral of other public enemies of history: Hitler, Idi Amin, Pol Pot? Cannot even imagine going to the funeral of these public enemies – let alone die for them. NOW, you think of your worse PERSONAL enemy. The person that has hurt you most, betrayed you most. You think you will attend this person's funeral? Let alone die in their place! If we really have our way, we would wish they had died earlier! 

You see at just the right time, Jesus died for all the Albert Fishes, Hitlers, Amins, Pol Pots of the world. Yes, Jesus rightly died for those people. They are ungodly, sinners, enemies of God. If we think that we have totally missed the WHOLE point. Notice Paul does not say: Jesus died for them but “for us”. It is the plural “we” – (verse 6) when WE were still powerless, (verse 8) when WE were still sinners, (verse 10) when WE were God’s enemies. It is we who have sinned and fallen short of God. Religious Jews and morally upright Gentiles. We all have suppressed the knowledge of God, all have rejected God, we all have exchanged him for a lie. 

C. S. Lewis described his own conversion: “For the first time, I examined myself and there I found what appalled me: a zoo of lusts, a bedlam of ambitions, a nursery of fears, a harem of fondled hatreds”. Somerset Margham: “If I wrote down every thought I ever thought and every deed I ever done, men would call me a monster of depravity”. 

Who did Jesus die for? The monster in each one of us. Us - with all our lusts, ambitions, fears, hatreds – saved from public display only because of our conspiracy of silence and our selfish fear of being exposed. But many glimpses of that in our lives: Every time our eyes feast on someone else’s body or possessions, you are seeing a zoo of lusts at work; every time a mother tells her primary child not to tell his friends about his good Chinese/maths tutor, you are seeing a bedlam of ambitions at work; every time you feel your stomach churning when your colleague gets promoted or your friend upgrading again – you are seeing a nursery of fears; every time you think of your siblings getting more of daddy’s property as he is dying on the sick bed – you are seeing fondled hatreds at work. Yes, it is We who rightly deserve God’s wrath. It is We who have been given to this depraved mind and life. It is We are storing wrath against ourselves. It is We who deserve the wages of sin – death. Jesus died for us.

ii. Justified

What has Jesus’ death for us accomplished? 

Romans 5:1 – “Therefore since we have been justified …”

Romans 5:9 – “Since we have now been justified by his blood”

“Justified” is a legal word. It means first that we are thoroughly guilty and deserve to be punished. Then we are DECLARED by the judge to be thoroughly innocent. That can only happen if there is either a total miscarriage of justice. Or there is a total carrying out of the law and the penalty of breaking it. How? By someone else totally taking our penalty, taking our place. Jesus did that for us. He died as a substitute “for us”. He justifies us. He declares us innocent. He took OUR sin. He took OUR death. God’s wrath burned here first, it won’t burn again at the same place twice. We are saved from God’s wrath. But there is more … 

iii. Reconciled

If a judge declares us innocent, he packs his case notes, he goes home. Why? He wants to have nothing to do with us after that. Unlike a judge, God not only declares us innocent, not just justifies us. But God does that to “reconcile us to him” (v10-11 – 3 times). God, in giving Jesus to die for us, is sending us this message. He wants to have EVERYTHING to do with us. Ask people with broken relationships, even when they declare with words they have forgiven someone – they declare with their actions that they want to have nothing to do with that person. God is different. God declares with us that we are justified. God also declares with actions that we are reconciled. In short, God wants to know us, he wants us as his own children, he wants a relationship with us, he wants us – full-stop! You ask: why? Why should God who has been thoroughly rejected and replaced, who has been so completely suppressed and substituted by us, want to have anything to do with us? Why? Read Romans 5:8 – “God has demonstrated His love.” Romans 5:5 – “God has poured out his love”. Jesus dying on the Cross is the historic and objective proof of God’s love for us The Holy Spirit living in our hearts is the contemporary and subjective experience of God’s love for us. Jesus on the Cross and the Spirit in our hearts are the undeniable proofs of God’s love for us. 

iv. Why? From wrath to love

Canon William Vanstone wrote a book titled: Love’s Endeavour, Love’s Expense. He says even deprived children are able to discern love – whether it is false or authentic love. The three marks of false or bogus love are: the mark of limitation (something withheld); the mark of control (manipulation) and the mark of detachment (untouched or affected by the love). On the other hand, the three marks of genuine or authentic love are: the mark of limitless self-giving – nothing withheld; the mark of risk-taking with no guarantee of success – openness to manipulation and the mark of vulnerability which is open to hurt – no detachment. In Jesus’ dying for us – we see all three marks of genuine, authentic, true love! We see limitless self-giving, we see risk-taking and total vulnerability.

b. Saved by his death AND his life

An “a fortiori” argument:

“Greater” (harder thing to do)--God has JUSTIFIED us while we were still sinners

“Lesser” (easier thing to do)--God will GLORIFY now that we are saved.

Authentic love? God gave us his best when we were at our worst. God gave us power out of our powerlessness; God declared us godly when we were ungodly; God declared us saints when we were sinners; God adopted us as His children when we were his enemies. This is what God has done for us in giving us Jesus. He has done the hardest/greatest thing – saved us while we are still his enemies – how much more will he save us as his children from God’s wrath in the end? That’s how saved and how sure we are and can be. Jesus’ death has thoroughly quenched God’s rightful wrath. It is complete. It is perfect. It is done. Jesus is the ultimate demonstration of two truths:

 ·We are sinners, we deserve God’s wrath = we NEED to be saved. 

 ·God still loves the unlovable. He gives Jesus to die for us.

3. What must we do? 

This year could be a recession year – if there be any iota of truth in this – then the most important question is: “how many will be spared” the recession? God’s wrath is revealed from heaven against all the godlessness and wickedness of men. If there is any iota of truth in this, then the most important question is: “How can I be saved? How can I be sure?” Let me end by asking: “Which saves us? The object of our faith or our subjective faith in the object?” Which saves us: our faith in this building or this building, our faith in the MRT or the MRT, our faith in SQ 006 or SQ 006? Which saves us: Our faith in Jesus or the Jesus of our faith? Surely, the Jesus of our faith. The object of our faith. In Jesus and Jesus alone are we justified, reconciled and saved. Believe in Him and you will be saved from God’s rightful wrath. Amen.
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