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Introduction to the Study
This study is composed of the questions and hand-outs from the year long study I ran for a group of high
school students.  It is designed for a group with a knowledgeable leader, as some of the questions will be
hard to answer and will require a solid leader to get the conversation going in the right direction.  While I
hasten to note that it does not matter if you are premil, postmil, or amil for the purpose of this study, there
are some essential tenets of Christianity (such as the nature of God, our salvation through Christ alone, etc)
that will be covered and orthodoxy must be ensured on these points.  I recommend that a leader  read
through in advance because there are points where you will need a greek lexicon, and you will probably need
to read the passage in several translations to get a full orbed perspective of the text.  Note that while this
was designed for a group with a leader, it can be used as an individual study provided you are willing to
work and have a solid understanding of the essentials of the faith.  If you have any questions on this, and
would like to get my thoughts on it you can email me at <schubert@jetlink.net> and I will answers as soon
as I can.
My approach to scripture is simple: scripture is composed of the 66 books of the Bible, that were inspired
by God and are thus inerrant and infallible.  For a full description with explanation of scripture see my
statement of faith on the web, read RC Sproul’s book Explaining Inerrancy, or read the Chicago Statement
on Biblical Inerrancy.  Why do I bring that out?  Because the Bible is inerrant, and we must interpert
scripture in terms of scripture, I make large use of other passages of scripture to aid in interpretation.  To
get the most out of this study, you will need to read all these passages and be ready to give answers on
these, as well as the main text.  I do not say this to discourage, but rather to encourage you study the text
prayerfully and deeply.  May God bless the reading of His word.

Soli Deo Gloria,

Keith
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Revelation 1
     Prologue
1. Who is the writer? Read 2 Peter 1:19-21. What is the source of the revelation?  Does the book claim to be

scripture?
2. Compare and contrast Rev 1:3 with Rev 22:18-19. Are the blessings unique to this book? Read Luke

11:28, John 14:21 and James 1:22-25.  Why would we be blessed for heeding the words in the book?
Read the Parable of the Ten Virgins (Mat 25:1-13).  Note that oil is symbolic of those who draw their
strength from God (Zech 4).  Who are the two groups of virgins (Mat 7:21-23)? What should we do?

     Greetings
1. In verses 4,5 the addressing of the book is done.  Why seven churches?  Who is “him who is, and who

was, and who is to come” (Rev 1:8)?  The seven spirits/sevenfold spirit is who/what (Isaiah 11:2)? So
what does this say?

2. Verses 5,6 describes what?  What is its purpose?  It follows a definite order or progression - what is it
and what does it say about the life of a Christian?

3. Verse 7 describes the second coming, a major theme of Revelations.  Why does it appear here?  Compare
with Daniel 7:13-14 and  Matthew 24:30-31.

    Enter        Jesus
1. Compare Rev 1:12-15 with Zech 4, Daniel 7:9, Daniel 10:5-6.  What is the sword and its significance

(Heb 4:12-13)?
2. What significance do verses 17 and 18 have?  What do the keys symbolize?
3. Many call verse 19 the key to interpreting the whole book.  Why do you think that might be?

     The        Churches
1. We know the seven churches mentioned were literal churches near the isle where John was imprisoned.

Do you think that this book was writen solely for them, or should we consider these symbolic of the
whole church, or even the church through ?  Does Rev 1:3, Rev 22:7 shed light on this?  Note that all of
Paul’s epistles were written to specific churches or people, as were Luke’s writings.  Does this influence
your interpretations?

2. How should we receive this book?

Revelation 2
    Ephesus
1. Who is the angel/messenger?  What part of Christ’s description is used here?  Why?
2. What is praised about the church?  Is this in line with Paul’s epistle and Acts 18,19?
3. What was their first love, some claim it is brotherly love (1 John 3:11-24) others claim it is Christ (John

14:15-31)?  What does Jesus threaten?  Why, after all they are working hard, persevering, not tolerating
wickedness, test teachings in light of scripture, endure hardships, and in all this they did not grow weary?
Read 1 Corinthians 13.  What does it mean to you and your life?  What should it mean?

4. Who were the Nicolaitans?
5. What is the reward for success? How can we succeed? Read 1 John 4:7-21.

    Smyrna
1. What part of Christ is asserted here? Why? What is the purpose of this letter?
2. How were they poor and rich? (2Cor 6:3-10, James 2:5) Why is both Satan and the Devil used here?

What is meant by the comment about the Jews?  Read Romans 2:28-29 and 9:6-8.
3. Smyrna was a seat of Emperor worship and closely aligned with Rome, does this shed light on verse 10?

Note that one of the famous early martyrs was Polycarp, the bishop of Smyrna.  What is the 10 days
referred to?  Read Daniel 1.  Does this help?

4. What is the exhortation and reward?
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     Pergamum
1. What part of Christ is asserted here? Why? What is the purpose of this letter?
2. Pergamum was the capital of Asia (Roman province of western Turkey) and was the center of Emperor

worship.  What does this suggest as a connection with Smyrna?  Note that Pergamum had the first martyr
of Asia, in Antipas, who was slowly roasted to death.  What does this say for the faith of the church
members to stand under this pressure?

3. Who was Balaam? (Numbers 22-25) Read 2 Peter 2:13-16.  What is the implications of following
Balaam?  Note this is slightly different than the Nicolaitans, but Pergamum had both. Given the
persecution why would people want to give under the pressure and turn away from God?  Do we do the
same thing when our culture pressures us to give in on God’s teachings?

4. Why “hidden manna”, and what is manna anyway?  What is the white stone with a new name about?
Read Isaiah 62:2.  The white stone has puzzled people for hundreds of years and many suggestions have
been made the best three I have heard are (1) a white stone was the vote each juror gave at this time for
acquittal, (2) white stones were used as admission tokens to events and festivals, such as a wedding
feast, or (3) on the high priest’s breastplate were stones with the names of the 12 tribes on it.  What do
you think?

     Thyatira
1. What part of Christ is asserted here? Why? What is the purpose of this letter?
2. Is this church getting better or worse?  Is better enough?  What is the obligations of the people? Of us?

Read Acts 17:10-15.  How does this apply to people? Read Gal 6:1-5.
3. Who was Jezebel? Read 1 Kings 16:30-33.  Jezebel introduced Baal and Asherah worship to Israel,

which included temple prostitutes often called priestesses.  Thus what does this suggest as to the meaning
of verses 20-22?

4. Children could refer to spiritual results or to membership of those who follow a belief.  Read 1 John 3:1,
2 Kings 2:3 (the NIV translation company is literally “sons”).  Sickness and death are predicted for those
who willfully sin in direct relation to their sin. Read 1Cor 11:27-32, James 1:13-18. Do these only speak
of physical problems? Are these punishments, natural consequences, or both?  Are all sicknesses,
corrections of God?  Consider Job.  So what do we do?

5. What are the deep secrets?  Gnostics taught that to defeat Satan you had to experience evil deeply (you
can’t defeat what you haven’t tried is the assumption).  Where is the flaw here?  Should we not learn of
the errors of this world (such as evolution, etc.)? Read Acts 17:22-23.  What is the difference?

6. The term rule in v. 27 is literally shepherd and comes from Psalm 2.  What is the implication given this?
Are we destined to rule as powerful kings or humble servants of the King of Kings?  Are these exclusive?

Revelation 3
    Sardis
1. What part of Christ’s description is used here?  Why?
2. What does it mean to be reputed alive, but actually dead? Who else is referred to as dead though living?

Read Matthew 23:27,28. Now read James 2:14-26.  What does James say? Are we saved by our faith in
Jesus, or must we earn it by works? Read Romans 3:21-31, Ephesians 2:8,9.  What is up here? Read
Matthew 7:15-23. Faith alone saves, but faith that saves is not alone. Saving faith cannot be contained but
rather carries over into all of our lives. How then shall we live?

3. What is the meaning of “coming like a thief?”  If we do not listen can we hasten the second coming? Read
1 Thessalonians 5:1-11 and Luke 12:15-21. What is the point of these two passages? What was the
warning to the church at Sardis?  What is the warning to us?

4. Must Christian’s do lots of laundry? Soiled clothes were signs of sin and kept people from service to
God. Read Zechariah 3:1-10. What is the meaning then of not soiling your clothes?

     Philadelphia
1. What part of Christ’s description is used here?  Why? Note that this is the only other church where no

problem was found. What was the other church? Are there any similarities between the two?
2. What is the open door?  What does it mean to keep God’s word and not to deny Jesus? What does the

reference to little strength mean?  If God is our strength, does this mean the church was not strong in
faith, though faithful in deed?  God truly is our strength (Psalm 46:1, 54:1-7), and this is what Jesus is
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saying.  The church though weak in the eyes of man, stood because they rested on God who was strong
enough to see them through.

3. The phrase “synagogue of Satan” appears again here, what does it mean?  How are we to act towards
those who know the Bible and of God but heed him not? Read

4. What does it mean to steal our crown? Does this mean we can lose our salvation? NO! Jesus is speaking
of a reward for service, and if someone keeps you from serving he has stolen your reward.

5. When Jesus says he will be a pillar in the temple, what does that mean? Is Jesus advocating getting a
tattoo, when he describes having these names written on us? Read 2 Corinthians 3:2-4.  Many times the
Bible uses figures of speech to simplify complex ideas.  The columns in the Jewish temple were always
before the alter, which was considered the throne of God.  The priests could not always be before the
throne for they had to be cleaned first. Having God’s name written on us symbolizes an eternal sealing
and constant presence.

    Laodicea
1. What is the description of Christ here?  Why is this one not drawn from the descriptions of Christ in

Revelation 1:12-16? What does Amen mean? Faithful and true witness refers back to Revelation 1:5 and
John 8:12-30. The Greek word for ruler refers to either first in time or authority. Read Colossians 1:15-
20 noting that Colossians was also specifically sent to Laodicea (Colossians 2:1-3, 4:12-16) and
according to church traditions was greatly prized by them.  There are great parallels between this letter and
the book of Colossians. What is the basic point?

2. What does it mean to be cold, hot, and lukewarm? Is it really better to be cold than lukewarm? What does
Jesus mean by spitting (lit. vomit) them out of His mouth?

3. This church was rich but poor, how does this compare with Smyrna? What does it mean? There are many
parables and stories of the dangers associated with money, as an example read Luke 18:18-30. Is having
money evil? Must the rich give away all they have to follow Christ?  What is the real point Jesus is
making? As an interesting side note Laodicea was renowned for their wealth which came from three areas:
banking, textiles based on the local black wool, and a famous medical school which produced a salve for
vision problems. Re-read Rev. 3:17-18, notice anything.  How does this tie in? Read 1 Peter 1:3-9, 2
Corinthians 5:1-5 and John 9:35-41.

4. Read Hebrews 12:1-13. How does this tie in? Note that Revelation 3:20 is one of the classic memory
verses, but what does it imply here? Note the meal here was the main meal of the day and was a leisurely
affair with conversation and companionship.

5. This church received the strongest criticism (and no affirmation).  How about the reward? What does this
say to you?

Revelation 4
     Throne
1. We now enter a new section of Revelation.  Chapters 4, 5 are an introduction to the rest of the book.  The

emphasis changes from earth to heaven.  What is the significance of “after this I looked” in the beginning
of chapter 4?  Why is the door standing open? Read Rev 3:7. Whose voice is referred to in Rev 4:1? Read
Rev 1:10-11.  Note that some have claimed the come up here call in Rev 4:1 is a veiled reference to the
rapture.  What do you think?

2. Read Ezekiel 1-2:5, Isaiah 6:1-9.  How does this compare to Revelation 4?
3. What does “in the Spirit” mean?  Why does John describe the throne and the colors of the light from the

throne but not the features of the one on the throne? Read 1 Timothy 6:11-16.  You might want to notice
that sardius and jasper are the first and last of the twelve precious stones inscribed with the tribe names
that were set in the high priests breastplate. Read Exodus 29:8-14.  Why is there a rainbow around the
throne?

4. There are several theories about the 24 thrones: (1) 12 tribes of Israel + 12 Apostles; (2) church since
Israel is not yet redeemed till the end of the tribulation; (3) a special order of Angels who serve before
God.  What do you think?  What does the seven Spirits of God refer to?

5. The sea has been thought of as several different things: (1) similar to laver in Exodus 28, which would
make the tabernacle a representation of God’s throne (tabernacle also had a sevenfold golden lamp); (2)
the Koran claims that Solomon had a clear glass expanse before his throne which  looked so much like
water that the Queen of Sheba hiked her skirts to approach his throne (representing the unapproachability
of throne as passing over water is symbolic of death).
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6. Who are the four living creatures: cherubim (Ezekiel), seraphim (Isaiah), or something else?   What is the
significance of the eyes? An old Jewish proverb holds that the ox(calf) was the strongest domestic animal,
the lion the strongest wild, the eagle the strongest bird, and man the strongest of all, how does this tie into
the description of the seraphim and cherubim.

7. What is taking place in Rev 4:8-11?  How is God praised?  What is the implication to us as believers and
what should we do? Given the dread that the earthly throne of Caesar was causing why might God have
given this vision?

  Revelation 5
    Lamb and Scroll
1. What is the scroll that is offered for opening?  It has been suggested that the scroll is the title deed to the

earth/redemption papers for the saved.  This is due to the Jewish tradition of redemption in which the
redeemer would open the seal the papers after the price was paid. How does this fit with what is said?
Why did John cry, should he have? Who could pay the price of redemption and what was the price?

2. Who is described in Rev 5:5-6? Read Genesis 49:8-10, Isaiah 11:1-5.  When John turns to see the lion he
sees a lamb (lit. little pet lamb) similar to Passover sacrifice, why the contrast?  What makes Jesus so
special, why was he worthy?  Read Hebrews 1:1-4, 4:14-16, 7:23-28, Colossians 1:15-23, John 8:54-
58, 14:6-11.

3. What is the main point of this section? Read Psalm 33. Recall that in the tabernacle incense was burned so
that the prayers of the Israelites would be carried to the nostrils of God as a sweet smell.  Do we praise
God as payment for salvation (v.9)? If not why, if so is salvation free?  In other words, are we saved by
faith alone, works, or a mixture of the two?  Read 1 Peter 1:17-21, Galatians 3:1-9, Romans 3:21-4:8.
Note, purchased or bought is a technical term (agorazo if you care) which means to buy out of the
marketplace and was often used to refer to purchasing of slaves, were we slaves before and can we be
sold back? (Romans 6:15-23)   At Emmanuel we claim that the ministers are the people, what does this
mean in light of what we have read?  Read 1 Peter 2:4-12.

4. Read 1 Chronicles 29:10-16 and compare to Revelation 5:12.  Why do we praise Jesus?  What should we
remember to praise Him for specifically? Is there any significance to the enumeration in v.12?  Is there
any comparisons between Rev 4 and Rev 5? Does this remind you of anything in how the Bible is
structured?

5. Why do so many in Heaven gather after the scroll was taken? What is the significance to us?  How do we
respond to this?

Revelation 6
    Four Horsemen of the Apocolypse
1. Many suggestions have been given as to the identity of the first horseman (Christ and the anti-christ are

the most common).  Who do you think it is?  Why is the horse white?  What does the crown (literally a
laurel wreath, like was given at the Olympics) mean?  What item does he carry?  Why are there no
arrows?

2. What is the second horseman?  Why red?  What does he carry?  Does the rider do the killing?
3. What is the third horseman?  Why black?  What is the significance of the pricing?  Why was the oil and

wine not to be touched by the third horseman?
4. What is the fourth horseman?  Note that the word often translated pale is actually the word from which

chlorophyll is derived and thus conotes a sickly greenish palor of the dead!  What is pictured here
• Read Zechariah 6:1-8.  Many suggest this is refering to the same event as the first four seals.  What do

you think?  Note that if the connection of these passages is made then the obvious next step is to link the
horseman’s activity with the compass directions in Zechariah.  Thus the conquerer (white) would come
from the west (to Jewish this was European peoples, i.e. Europe, America, etc.), which is one reason
why so many people think that the anti-christ will come from Europe.  Judgement (black) goes to the
north, the traditional route toward the Tigris and Euphrates (i.e.: a famine striking the area where Babylon
and Assyria were - modern Iraq - and where the armies for Armegedon pass through).  Death
(gray/greenish/dappled) goes south  traditionally associated with Egypt, interestingly enough where the
angel of death struck in Exodus.  Where did War (red) go?  Right, he goes out from God to Israel!
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    5   th          and       6       th           Seals       
5. What happens when the 5th seal is opened?  If the rapture happened in chapter 4, as some suggest, or you     

believe in a pre-tribulation rapture, who are these people?  If you don’t believe in a pre-tribulation rapture,
then who might they be?  Why are they under the alter?  What might this mean to us?  What do the robes
signify?  Why does God wait?  Read 2 Peter 3:3-9.

6. What does the opening of the 6 th seal entail?    Many associate the Olivet Discouse with this section (see      

Matthew 24:4-44 , Mark 13:5-37, Luke 21:8-38).  Read Luke 21:8-31 and Matthew 24:4-31.  Two
interpretations are commonly given to the Olivet Discourse: (1) revers to the destruction of Jerusalem in
AD70, (2) refers to the Great Tribulation of Revelation.  What do you think?

7. The sun becomes black and the moon like blood?  How can this be?  How about stars falling?  What
happens when you roll up a scroll?  How can the sky be rolled up?  What about moving mountains and
islands?Read Joel 2:10,30-32.  Does this help?

Revelation 7
     The 144,000   
1. Some arguments have arisen as to the purpose of the seventh chapter with respect to the seals.  Do you

think this passage contrasts the position of the elect to the non-elect during the sixth seal, or is this
passage referring to events taking place concurrently/in between the sixth and seventh seal, but not related
to the seals?  Does this really matter to the passage?

2. What is the purpose of the four angels holding the winds?  What does the wind represent?  Read Jeremiah
49:34-39, Daniel 7:1-3.  What is the significance of the seal on the forehead?  Read Revelation 13:16-14:3

3. Why include the list of the tribes?  Does this influence how you interpret the passage?  That is, with the
list would it be more or less likely to take the passage literally or figuratively?  Is there an order to the list?
Read Genesis 36:23-26. Where is Dan?  Read Genesis 48:5-6.  Why is Manasseh included and not
Ephriam?  Why is Levi included?

4. Who are the multitude?  What is the significance of their ethnicity?  Is there any significance to what they
wear and hold?  What is the response of the host of Heaven to the salvation of this host?  What does this
say of our salvation?

5. The end of the passage is a beautiful description of Christ’s care for his own.  Contrast what has
happened to them to how they are taken care of for all eternity.  Does this have relevance to us?

Revelation 8
     The First Four Trumpets   
1. What happens when the seventh seal is broken?  Given the massive effect of the previous seals, does this

one seem wimpy by comparison?  Why would there be the counter climax?  What is a censer?  Why after
the prayers were offered, did the angel throw the coals to the earth?  Think about Revelation 6:9-11.

2. What is the first trumpet?  Why mingled with blood?  I have heard several interpretations of this: (1) this
describes many volcanic eruptions caused by the previous earthquake (hail results from steam and ash
thrown into atmosphere), (2) wild weather paterns which result in uncontrolled vegetation growth and the
resulting fires, (3)  the Goths invasion of Rome where the burned cities and hillsides.  What do you
think?

3. What is the second trumpet?  What is the great mountain?  Suggestions range from (1) a meteor, (2)
underwater volcanic activity, (3) the Vandals, whose navy defeated the Roman fleet.  What do you think?

4. What is the third trumpet?  What are stars usually symbolic of in Revelation?  Again I have heard three
interpretations of this: (1) a comet that burns up, (2) a fallen angel given charge over the fresh waters to
polute them, (3) Attila the Hun who fought around the river areas and was buried under the Danube.  Any
thoughts?

5. What is the fourth trumpet?  Here the interpretations reduce to two camps: (1) the amount of light coming
through is reduced (perhaps by polution of earlier actions), (2) the Germanic capture of Rome under
Odeacer.  

6. Note that your construct is what determines how you interpret the visions, thus since the constructs are of
human origin, we must always challenge them to make sure they line up with scripture.  Do not so tightly
hold to a construct that you bend the text to meet it.  Let’s look at some prophesies with interpretations to
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see how this works.  Read Daniel 7:1-14.  What do you think it means?  Read Daniel 7: 15-28.  How
close were you? Now Read Daniel 8:1-14.  So what do you think this means?  Now Read Daniel 8:15-
27.  How did this square with history?  Note: if you ever want a great way to show the truth of the
scriptures look at how prophesy in the Scriptures are fulfilled, like the exacting details in Daniel 11:2-35,
which reads like a history book without the names.

7. What does the angel say?  Why three times?  Does this suggest a relative intensity?

Revelation 9
     The Fifth and Sixth Trumpet
1. What happens when the fifth trumpet is sounded?  Is this star literal or spiritual?  The word for bottomless

pit is abbysou, a form of the word from which our term abyss comes from.  It carried the implication of
bottomlessness in it, and was used centuries before the NT to refer to the place of dead, in a spiritual
sense.  Given this and the descriptions of smoke and heat that follows, what could this be?

2. Locust plagues darken the sky with there number, and eat all vegetation in sight.  The locust life cycle is 5
months long (May to Sept., the dry season) and during this time plagues can happen at any time.  Lest
you think such plagues don’t happen in modern times, major locust plagues have happened as recently as
1950, in which several hundred thousand square miles of vegetation was devoured.  As a prelude, the
book of Joel was written in the aftermath of such a plague (described in the Joel 1:4), and the prophet ties
this into prophesy in Joel 2:1-10.  Are these two passages talking about the same thing?  Are these real
locusts, demons taking the form of locusts, a group of torturing demons pictured as locusts, the invasion
of Mohamadaneans in the dark ages, or a human army that swarms like locusts?  FYI Abaddon and
Appollon both translate to destroyer.

3. What is the woe of the sixth trumpet?  Why does the horns of the alter call out?  Note that the horns on the
corners of the alter in ancient Israel, were a place of safety where those being threatened could cling for
mercy and safety.  If four angels are released, how is the army 200 million Many connect the seven bowls
with the seven trumpets.  We will discuss this further when we get to Revelation 16, but for now it is
helpful to compare Revelation 16:10-16.  Does the connection help to clarify?  Using this some make the
connection to the size of the Chinese army (Roughly 200 million from what I am told).  Does this seem
valid?  If so then can we conclude the end is within the next generation?

4. The most important part of the chapter to me is the Revelation 9:20-21.  Note the word translated
sorceries is the word from which we get pharmacy, and refers to the ancient pagan practice of using drugs
and environmental factors to get worshipers into the proper state for worship.  Is there relevance for
modern people?  Is there relevance for Christians?  In the first several chapters of Exodus God visits
plagues on the Egyptians, while protecting His elect, to get them to repent of there ways.  They did not so
the angel of death was released, and Passover instituted.  The plagues on Egypt included water turning to
blood, locusts, darkness, and pestilence.  Is there a connection?  What does this say about God’s final
judgment on mankind?  Some say God is not fair in judging people, does this fit with what we see here?
Compare with the attitude of Pharaoh in Exodus 8:19.

Revelation 10
     The Angel and the Book   
1. Who is the mighty angel?  Some claim he is Jesus, others an archangel, some the angel from Revelation

5:2.  Let’s look at the text descriptions.  The word another means of the same kind.  What heavenly being
was just being described?  Read Revelation 9:13, 8:2.  What does a rainbow represent?  Read Genesis
9:12-17.  How about a shining face?  Exodus 34:29-30  How about clouds and fire?  Read Numbers
9:15-17.  We will discuss the book in question 4-6, and so we shall delay till then.

2. The angel puts one foot on the sea and one on the land, this could symbolize authority over all creation.
Another interpretation goes that in Hebrew symbolism, the sea represents the gentiles and the land the
Jewish people, so the angel would proclaim authority over all men.  What do you think?

3. The Angel speaks with a voice like a lion and thunderings respond.  Why?  Recall that in chapter 4
thunder proceeded from God’s throne, in chapter 6 and angel speaks with the voice of thunder, in chapter
8 thunder responded when the coals were throne to the earth.  Is there a general theme about thunder
going on here?  Why is the prophesy sealed up (literally kept secret)?  Are we supposed to know
everything, and do we need to know everything to trust and follow God?
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4. The angel carries literally a ‘little scroll having been opened’ in his right hand, could this be the scroll
from chapter 5, which is opened in chapter 6-8?  What does the angel swear to?  Why might this be
significant if the scroll is the scroll of chapter 5?

5. Some interesting things about the words in verse 7:  finished is from the same word (teleo) that Jesus
proclaimed on the cross (John 19:30) exclaiming the debt had been fulfilled and the prophesy about the
messiah complete; the word translated declared is evangelizo, meaning to announce good news (this is
where we get evangelism from); finally the mystery of God is a common symbol (Read Ephesians 3:1-7)
referring to the ultimate plan of God for the world.  Given all this what is the significance of the book
tasting sweet in the mouth, but being bitter in the stomach?

6. Why does John eat the scroll?  Why did God tell him to?  Read Ezekial 3:1-11.  Does this seem familiar?
Who was Ezekial sent to, and who was John sent to?  In the Old Testament the revelation of God was
given to the Jews and they eventually grew hard hearted.  In the New Testament the revelation of God is
given to all humanity and what has happened?  Does how humanity receive God’s word have a
connection to the sweet/sour description.  To whom is it sweet, and to whom is it sour?  Why?  What is
the significance of digesting the word of God?  Does this have application to us?  If we want to witness to
the truth of God, what should we do?  Why do we want to proclaim the word of God?  Read Matthew
28:18-20, Jeremiah 20:7-13.

7. A lot of commentators call this an interlude or respite from the destruction.  Does this seem reasonable?
Let’s look at the context of this chapter, read Revelation 9:20-21, 11:1-3.  Does this seem like a diversion
or interlude, or is it a vital link to what is about to happen?

Revelation 11
     The Two Witnesses   
1. Why is the temple (literally sanctuary) measured? Read Ezekiel 40:3-5, 43:1-5.  Why might God want to

bring this account to mind (the whole vision in Ezekiel 40-48)?  Why is the entire temple (with courtyard)
measured in Ezekiel, but only the sanctuary in Revelation?

2. Why two witness, not just one as the prophets old were sent?  Read Deuteronomy 19:15.  Who do you
think the witness are?  Some suggestions have been: Enoch and Elijah (only two humans who did not
die), Moses and Elijah (Jewish tradition says they will return before the Messiah), two contemporary
people ( Malachi 4:5-6 and  Matthew 11:11-15).  Does the identity of the witness matter?

3. Could the fire consuming the enemies of the two witnesses be literal?  Read 2 Kings 1:9-15.  How about
stopping the rain?  Read 1 Kings 17:1, 18:1, James 5:17-18.  How about turning water to blood?  Read
Exodus 7:20. So does this mean the witnesses can be arbitrary in their actions?

4. What is the beast?  Read Revelation 13:1-5.  How could the beast prevail against them, given the power
they wield?  Why aren’t they buried?  How can people all over the world gloat over their defeat and why
would they want to?  Why would the resurrection of the witnesses bring such a resulting worship of
God?  What is hardest for men to accept about Christianity today?  Is there significance to the second woe
(sixth trumpet) lasting from 9:13-11:14.

     The Seventh Trumpet   
1. What is the third woe (seventh trumpet)?  What follows?  What does the song say happens now?  What

happens after the song?  What is the temple and ark mentioned here?  Read Revelation 21:22.
2. We have reached an important milestone (half way point).  Many views of the structure of Revelation

exist, but a few apply to us:
• Each of the sets of seven judgments describe the same time periods.
• This describes the end, then the story is repeated again in the second half emphasizing the spiritual

side of the situation.
• The final judgments flow in rapid succession after this (being subsumed under this trumpet).
What do you think?  What happens in the beginning of chapter 12?  Keep these in mind when we
continue on through Revelation, and see if they fit.
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Revelation 12
     The Woman and the Dragon   
1. What is the great and wondrous sign? The word translated sign, portent, or wonder (semeion) means a

symbol that points to something else.  The same word is used frequently in the gospels to refer to the
signs Jesus gave which showed He was indeed the messiah.  Read Matthew 12:38-39.  The equivalent
word in Hebrew is used in Isaiah 7:10-14.  What is spoken of here?

2. Who is the woman?  Let’s look at the descriptions.  What is the significance of being clothed with the
sun?  Read Revelation 10:1, Matthew 17:1-3.  How about the moon under foot?  This is harder to get at,
two suggestions have been put forth (that I know of).  First it could be a reference to the Old Testament
covenant, as the festivals were dated from moon cycles (basis of Jewish calendar), see Genesis 1:14,
1 Chronicles 23:31, Ezra 3:5 for example.  The second explanation is the moon has no glory of its own
but rather reflects the glory of the sun, just as those who worship and follow God are to reflect His glory
not seek our own?  What do you think?  How about the crown of twelve stars?  Read Genesis 37:9-11.
Who is the he in this section?  So who are the sun, moon, and stars?  I know four interpretations of who
the woman is from this:  (1) the nation Israel (old covenant), (2) all believers of both covenant, (3) the
church (new covenant), and (4) Mary.  Which do you think?

3. Who is the Dragon?  How do you know?  This section contains the most names for Satan of any passage
in the Bible!  For what the symbols mean compare with Daniel 7.  What does it mean when the dragon
sweeps 1/3 of the stars from the heavens?  What is the Devil’s plan for the Child?  How did it play out in
history?  Read Matthew 2:16-18.

4. What is the significance of the battle?  Wasn’t Satan already banished from Heaven?  Read Job 1:6-12.
Now read Hebrews 9:11-15, 1 John 1:8-2:2.  What has happened?  What is the Devil’s response?  Does
the phrase “wings of eagles” mean anything?  Read Exodus 19:4.  What is being recalled?  Several
possible interpretations of the flood and persecution, and these depend heavily on the construct used for
all of Revelation (i.e.: futurist, historicist, etc.).  If you view this as history then this is the destruction of
the Jewish nation ending in 70AD, and the nations around soaked up the Jewish nation (preventing their
total destruction).  If you view this as future this speaks of the 144,000 who are to be sealed in Revelation
14.  When the Devil is denied the destruction of the woman who does he go after?

Revelation 13
     The Two Beasts   
1. Read the first verse in the KJV (or NKJV) and then in the NIV (or NASB, NAB, etc.).  Which is it?  Did

John stand on the sand or did the dragon?  Note that Greek is not like English, but rather more like
Spanish, that where we would say ‘I am tired’ in Spanish this is ‘Consado’.  Why do I bring this up?
Greek identifies the subject by an ending on the verb and the difference between ‘I’ and ‘he’ is one little
letter ‘η’, which first failed to appear in manuscripts after the 9th century.  Given the lateness of the
disappearance  it is most likely that the NIV, et.al. is correct in identifying the subject as he (the dragon).

2. What is the beast (literally a savage or wild beast) look like?  Read Daniel 7:4-9, Exodus 28:36-38.  Is
this referring to a political system, a person, or a dual meaning to both?  Those who see this as a person
identify this with 2 Thessalonians 2:1-11 and Revelation 19:19-21.  Those who hold to the view of a
system point out that there are seven great kingdoms appointed to man, Rome was wounded unto death
but many wish for her rebuilding (or identify this with the political power of the Papacy).  Was Rome to
be the final kingdom? Read Daniel 2:31-43.  What do you think?  What is the significance of the wound?
Could this tie in with v.15? What is blasphemy?  Does this have political and historical precedent?

3. What is the significance of verse 8?  Can Christians lose salvation by receiving the mark in v.16?  What
does verses 9-10 mean?  Read Isaiah 31:8.

4. What is the difference between the land and the sea?  Why is the influence of these two so important?
What else is happening at this time period that would make the false miracles so important?  Reference
Revelation 11.  Why does it say the beast was granted to overcome the saints?  Is there significance that
everything is given to the beast?  Reference Revelation 6:1-2.

5. What is the mark and what is its significance?  How does this relate to the seal in chapter 7.  What
happens in Chapter 14?  Is there significance to the forehead and right hand?  What could 666 mean?
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Revelation 14
     The Lamb and the 144,000   
1. What is Mount Zion and where is it?  What is the significance of having the fathers name on their

foreheads?  We have discussed the preservation of the saints before but I would like to look at a few
verses which elucidate this.  Read John 6:35-40, John 10:22-33, Romans 8:28-39.  This is a small
selection of how God ensures we shall not lose our salvation but shall be preserved to the end, just as the
saints here are.  Do you see any other connections in the texts?

2. What do you think the song might be?  Read Psalm 33,40.  Many suggestions have been made which
include:  praise for salvation (new covenant) connecting this with Revelation 5:9-10, special revelation of
the gospel similar to Paul in Acts 9 & Galatians 1:11-12, a song of praise for how God saved them in
particular,  and finally a reference to how only through God’s calling are the elect saved (couldn’t learn
other than the teaching of the Spirit).  What do you think?

3. Is marriage bad?  The description of the 144,000 as virgins has caused a lot of debate.  Read 2
Corinthians 11:1-4, 1 Corinthians 7:25-38.  What do you think is being said?  Is this spiritual purity,
physical purity (allows marriage), or total celibacy?  

4. What does it mean that they were without deceit?  How can they be without fault before the throne of God
in light of Romans 3:10-18?  Read Romans 3:21-26.

     The Three Angels   
1. What does the first angel do?  What is his message?  Read Romans 1:18-23.
2. What is the message of the second angel?  Look briefly at Revelation 17-18.
3. What is the message of the third angel?  What comes at the end of this chapter?  Look briefly at Revelation

19-20.  

     The Two Harvests   
1. What is the first harvest? Read Matthew 9:35-38 and recall the parable of the soils and the parable of the

wheat and tares  (Matthew 13).  What is the wheat harvest? Compare with Revelation Chapter 7, and
Revelation 14:12-13.

2. Who is the “one like a son of man” that is mentioned as doing the harvesting?  **********
3. What is the second harvest?  Read Isaiah 63:1-6.  Note what is in Isaiah 62!  What is the significance of

the 1600 stadia?

Revelation 15
     The Seven Angels   
1. What Great sign appears in heaven?  What is noted as being special about this, especially given all the

previous groups of seven?
2. What happens after the first verse?  Is this a radical change of direction, a formal pomp-and-circumstance,

or something else?
3. What does the sea of glass remind you of?  Read Revelation 4:6.  Who is standing on the sea of glass?

What do they do and how does that relate to what we see in Revelation 5?  What is the song of Moses?
Read Exodus 15:1-21, Deuteronomy 31:30-32:43.  What was the song of the Lamb?  Read Revelation
5:9-10.  Recall that Revelation 4 concentrates on the worship of the saints before the cross (Old
Testament) and Revelation 5 concentrates on the worship after the cross (New Testament), and comment
on how this fits in here.  How does the song in Revelation 15 relate?  I note three big areas that all of
these passages say about worship: (1) it is sincere, (2) it is specific, (3) it is 100% God centered.

4. What is the “temple of the tabernacle of the testimony in heaven” (NKJV) or “in heaven the temple, that is
the tabernacle of the Testimony” (NIV)?  Why are the angels dressed in clean white linen and wearing
golden sashes about their chests?  Recall the earthly tabernacle set forth in Exodus, and note what is said
about this in Hebrews 8-10 (Read Hebrews 8:1-6 right now).  What was the purpose of the earthly
Tabernacle, and why is it important?

5. What is given to the angels?  The Greek term phiale, which is sometimes translated vial and sometimes
bowl, was a very specific term for a shallow flat saucer like bowl.  The term refers to bowls similar to the
incense bowls which were used in the Old Testament tabernacle.  Note that the term incense means both



Study in Revelation 11 Keith Evan Schubert

“to enrage” and “a substance burned to produce a sweet odor.”  To see the connection look at the fifth seal
(Revelation 6:9-11) and the pressing out of God’s wrath (Revelation 14:17-20).

6. Why was the temple filled with smoke?  Read Exodus 33:7-23.  I continued the passage on through the
revealing of God’s glory to Moses for a reason, namely we cannot look upon God’s righteousness for He
is so holy we could not do so and live.  The exercise of judgment on those who reject Him, is part of that
holiness and just as God descended on the earthly tabernacle  in Exodus 40:34-35 we cannot see the
holiness and live so God in love allows us to see only as much as we can.  Part of our hope is that as we
are sanctified here on earth and ultimately glorified in heaven, we will get to see more and more of God
and His holiness.

Revelation 16
     The Seven Bowls   
1. Why do you think verse 1 is here, instead of just starting with verse 2?  Read Habakkuk 2:1-4.
2. What is the punishment of the first bowl?  The Greek word translated sores is used in three other places in

the Bible: the sixth plague on Egypt, Job, and the parable of Lazarus and the rich man.  Read Exodus 9:8-
12. What is the first bowl a punishment on? What was the punishment of the first trumpet (Revelation
8:7) on?  What are the differences between them?  Could there be a connection, consider the passage in
Exodus?

3. What is the second bowl?  How is it similar and different to the second trumpet (Revelation 8:8-9)?
4. What is the third bowl?  Read Exodus 7:14-25.  Does this help explain how they might live with such a

plague and how they will refuse to repent?  What is the third bowl on?  What is the third trumpet
(Revelation 8:10-11) on?  What are the differences?  Any connection?  

5. What happens in verses 5-7?  Why does God have this odd seeming intermission to proclaim his holiness
and worthiness to judge?  Do these judgments seem harsh for the crime to you?  Re-read the fifth seal
(Revelation 6:9-11) and comment on what this tells us of why this judgment comes?  Note in particular
where the saints are and where the amen of 16:7 comes from.  Is there any hint as to the scope of the
punishments that preceded, contained in this passage?

6. What is the forth bowl?  What is it on?  What is the forth trumpet (Revelation 8:12) on?  What is the big
difference?  Is there any possible salvage or is the game up?  Note what happens in the fifth bowl?  I find
it interesting to look at the scientific predictions of the death of our sun.  Do you think the sun will go
nova (or supernova)?  This is not likely as the sun is the wrong size and “age”  for this.  So how will the
sun die per science?  Stars like the sun die gently by first expanding (increase in heat and light) and then
contracting and going mostly dark.  Many scientists predict this in the far future but others argue that such
events are unpredictable or even (relatively) close at hand.

7. What is the fifth bowl?  What is the fifth trumpet (Revelation 9:1-12)?  What does verse 11 tell us?
8. What is the sixth bowl?  What is the sixth trumpet(Revelation 9:13-21)?  What is verse 15 saying?  Read

Matthew 24:36-44.  How can we be ready and what are we to be clothed with?  Read Matthew 22:1-14
(Parable of the Wedding Feast) and Matthew 25:14-30 (Parable of the Talents).  What is the point of all
this and why would it be here in the text?  What happens in verse 16?  Where is Harmegeddon
(Armageddon from Greek  ‘Αρµεγεδον)? It is specified as a Hebrew word, just in Greek letters, so we
have har - mountain (this can also be ar the ‘ and h just put accent on the syllable) and megiddo.  This the
mountain (or hill) of Megiddo.  Megiddo is a real city, near Nazareth (south east of Mount Carmel).
Megiddo guards the mountain pass from the plains of Esdraelon, which was and is the main land route
from Asia to Africa.  We will cover Armageddon more in Revelation 19 where the battle is described.  It
is interesting to note that Napoleon called the site the world’s greatest natural battlefield and to see that  
many famous battles were fought here:
• Barak fought the Canaanites (Judges 4)
• Gideon fought the Midianites (Judges 7)
• Josiah fought Pharaoh (2 Chronicles 36)

 So why do some hold Armageddon is not here?  They also translate megedon to get assembly (of troops)
or destruction - thus hill of assembly or  hill of destruction?  What do you think?

9. What is the seventh bowl?  What is the seventh trumpet (Revelation 11:15-19)?  Read Zechariah 14 and
compare this with Revelation 16:19-20.
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Revelation 17
     The Woman on the Beast
1. Is this sequential, parallel, precursory to chapter 16?
2. Lets first look at who the Beast is.  

• What is said in v.3?  Read Revelation 13:1.  
• What does the “once was, now is not, and yet will come” refer to?  Read Revelation 13:3.
• In v.9 we are told the seven heads are seven hills/mountains.  Rome is built on seven hills and was

often referred to as the city on seven hills, but mountains were sometimes used prophetically for
kingdoms,  which fits the context of the verse.  What do you think?

• The seven heads are also seven kings and on this point I have seen near universal agreement that these
are the 7 great world empires of man.  In sequence they are:  (1) Egypt, (2) Assyria, (3) Babylon, (4)
Medo-Persia, (5) Greece, (6) Rome, (7) The Antichrist’s kingdom.  What then is the 8th?  Hint:  recall     

that he is of the 7 and seems to die but then comes back.
• Ten horns are ten future kings per the text, so how can they rule and yet the Antichrist also rule?  Why

one hour?  What do they do?  What is described in v.14?  Who is with Jesus?  Is there significance to
this?

3. Who is the woman?  To answer this we must look at what she does and what her appearance is.  
• How is she described in v.1-4?  Read Hosea 1:2-3, 2:2-7, 4:11-13.  What is prostitution compared

with and what is the punishment?  Read Proverbs 7.  How is prostitution described?  What does the
wealth of v.4 say to you?  Given all this most every commentator identifies the prostitute with at least
an apostate church, sometimes more specific as we will see.

• Read v.5 again?  What is going on here?  Note that this can also be translated “This mysterious title
was written on her forehead: BABYLON THE GREAT, THE MOTHER OF PROSTITUTES AND OF THE
ABOMINATIONS OF THE EARTH.”  Note also that Roman prostitutes would often wear a name plate on
their forehead identifying them.  Since we already have dealt with prostitution what do you think
about the identification of the woman with Babylon?  Will the city of Babylon rise again?  Could the
name Babylon speak of another city?  Read 1 Peter 5:13.  Was Peter in Babylon?  Three possibilities:
(1) the small Roman outpost in Egypt, named Babylon, (2) the then tiny settlement of Babylon on the
Euphrates, (3) a figurative name for Rome, where all early writers identified him as being and from
which he was martyred 2 years later.  Given this, v.18, and the previous discussion of the beast,
what is most logical?  If this is true what specifically might the prostitute be?

• What is her fate?  Who decided it?  Why does it happen?  What is her relation to the false prophet?
4. What is the waters?  What does this say of the scope of the power involved?

Revelation 18
     The Fall of Babylon the Great
1. In the last chapter we saw how the apostate church, which had great power and had thus grown rich, was

overthrown.  Now we see the demise of the great commercial power of this city.  Some claim that this is a
different city as well as a different system (commercial versus religious), but there is no support for this
in the text.  Lets examine this in more detail:
• How does chapter 18 start?  The word “after” is the Greek “µετα”(meta), which means after but not

necessarily chronologically (it can be in parallel on a different object).  So we have to options on
interpretation: (1) this is sequential thus the apostate church and the commercial power can’t be the
same, (2) this is parallel on a different subject, thus the apostate church and the commercial power
can’t be the same.  So why go into this?  The questions we need to answer is whether the two cities
are the same and how does the second one fall.

• Read Revelation 17:2, 18:3.  Does this seem to be talking of the same city (per 17:18)?
• Read Revelation 17:16-17, 18:8.  Do the ends of the two seem the same?



Study in Revelation 13 Keith Evan Schubert

2. What happens in v.2?  What happens in v.8?  Note in particular the tense.  Why do I mention this?  Many
people hold that Isaiah was written by two authors because Isaiah 40-66 are written as if the prophesy had
happened and thus this proves they could not be written by someone before it happened.  In this section
of Revelation, John does the same thing for prophetic effect which shows the two author argument  is not
consistent with scripture.  As a final note, read Isaiah 21:9.  Do you see any similarity?

3. What happens in v.4?  What is the significance to us?  Read Revelation 3:14-22.  Why does God put such
an emphasis on this?

4. Is God unjust in punishing Babylon?  Read verses 5-6.  Note that the phrase double portion can be
translated as full portion, or “give her all she deserves.”

     The World Mourns Babylon’s Fall
1. What three groups mourn for Babylon?  What is the common elements of their laments?
2. Why do the kings mourn?
3. Why do the merchants mourn?  Read Ezekiel 27.  Are there any similarities?  Note that 15 of the 27 items

in Revelation 18 are in Ezekiel 27!  What is the last item for sale in v.13?  The translation would be better
as slaves.  Why do you think the merchants  listed them last?

4. Why do the sailors and captains mourn?  Is their a different perspective of this group?

     The Finality of Babylon’s Fall
1. Why toss a millstone into the sea?  Read Luke 17:1-4.  What is Jesus saying and what does he think of

people who lead others into sin?  Read Revelation 2:20-25.  Any similarities here?
2. What does the angel say will never be in the city again?  What does this tell you about what the city was

like?  Will man ever get so great that anything we do can stand against God?

Revelation 19
     Heaven Exults Over Babylon
1. Three groups praise God here.  Who are they?  Interesting note:  the word for hallelujah (literally praise

God) appears four time in verses 1-6 but nowhere else in the New Testament!
2. Who composes the first group?  What is said in the first stanza?  Both of God’s judgments are here:

mercy and justice.  Who gets what?  What is underscored in the next two stanzas?  What is the
significance of v.3?

3. What do those about God’s throne do?  Why do they say so little?
4. Does the throne talk?  Read Ezekiel 1.  The voice is not that of the one on the throne or from a physical

body but still from God, so who could it be?  Could this be the same in v.5?  Could the throne speak?
Read Luke 19:37-40. Why discuss this?

5. Who sings the last song?  Some have said this group is unidentified, does this seem possible given v.1
and v.5?  What is the reason for the singing here?  Recall the two judgments mentioned in question 2.
What is happening here in terms of judgment?  How can we make ourselves ready?  Read Romans 8:28-
30, Ephesians 2:1-10, Hebrews 10:35-39, 1 Peter 5:1-11, 2 Peter 1:3-11, 1 John 5:1-5, Jude 17-22.
What is the point?

6. What does the angel say?  Why are those who go to the wedding feast blessed?  
7. What happens in v.10?  Read Revelation 5:6-10.  What does this say to all the cults who claim Jesus is an

angel?

    Second Advent of Christ
1. Who is the rider on the white horse?  Read Revelation 6:1-2.  Are the two riders the same?  Read

Revelation 1:5-8,12-16.  Any similarities?  Read Revelation 2:12-13,16,18-19,25-28 & 3:4-5,14-16.
Any similarities?  Why these churches?

2. The Greek word of the night is logos, which is translated in verse 13 as word.  Why do we care?  Jesus
is the Logos of God, and this does not mean he is the Bible or the sayings (which is the sword of the
spirit) but rather He is the logic or reasoned argument!  We do not follow a god of confusion but rather
the God who created all and set order and logic to it.
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     Armageddon
1. What happens here?  Read Ezekiel 38-39.  Any similarities?  How about Zechariah 14?  @ Thessalonians

2:1-12?
2. What is the difference between the ‘great supper of God’ and the ‘wedding feast of the Lamb’?
3. What does v.19 portray?  How about v.20?  What does this suggest about man’s ability to defy God?
4. What happens to the beast and the false prophet?  When do others get similar punishment?  Why does the

Bible make such a point to identify the false prophet?
5. Did Jesus need our help in the battle?  Read 2 Kings 19:32-37.  What happens here?

Revelation 20
     The Millennium
1. What happens first?  Is he gone forever?  What does he do when he returns?
2. What is the first resurrection?  Read 2 Corinthians 5:1-10.  What is Paul talking about?  What is the

judgment seat of Christ?  Take a look at the verses surrounding the passage from 2 Corinthians and note
what the basis and outgrowth of this perspective is.  Do all believers get the same reward?

3. Who reigns with Christ?  Which church was promised to sit on the throne with Christ?  Why them?  What
do those who reign with Christ do?

4. Three views:  
• Premillennialism:  The 1000 years is literal and forthcoming.
• Amillennialism:  This is figurative reign of Christ in our lives.
• Postmillennialism:  This is a long period of time after the church has converted the world and before

God creates a new one.
5. What is the first thing Satan does when he is free?  Read Genesis 10:1-2.  Does this help with the

reference in chapter 20?  Magog settled the area north of the black and Caspian seas, and this is why
Magog is often identified as Russia.  How does this fare compared to the battle in chapter 19?

6. Read 2 Peter 3 and compare with v.11.  Who is judged?  Does anyone escape? On what basis is the
judgment?  Does this suggest there may be degrees of punishment in Hell?  Do people just cease to exist?

Revelation 21
     The New Heaven and Earth
1. How new is new?  The NT uses two words for new:  neos, which means recent or younger, and kainos,

which means fresh, unaccustomed, or of a different nature.  Which word do you think is used here?.
2. Read Genesis 2:17 & 3:16-19.  How does this compare with v.4? Compare Genesis 1:1,10 to Revelation

21:1.  Compare Genesis 1:5 and  Revelation 21:25. Compare Genesis 1:16 and Revelation 21:23.
Compare Genesis 3:17-24 to Revelation 22:2-4.  Compare Genesis 2:10 to Revelation 22:1.  Finally
Compare Genesis 3:1-4 to Revelation 20:10.  How well does the Bible tie together?

3. Compare Genesis 1:10 to Revelation 21:1.  Do you think the sea in Revelation refers to a large body of
water or the mass of the unsaved/gentiles?  If there is no more physical sea, where does the water from
the river in Revelation 22 go?  If it means no more unsaved, then why does the rest of the passage have
such a strong correlation to Genesis and how do we deal with the other seemingly literal references?

4. What happens in verses 2-3?  Is the new heaven the same as the new earth?  What does it mean that God
will tabernacle with us?  How does v.4 expand this?

5. What is the significance of v.5?  What follows in v.6?  Read John 4:1-26.  What is the water Jesus is
talking of? Compare with John 7:37-39. Jesus discusses a harvest in John 4:27-28, what is He referring
to?  In the climax to the story (John 4:39-42), what happens that brings it together?  How does v.7
compare with the letters to the 7 churches?  What are we to make of v.8?  Who are cowards here?  How
about the rest of the listed sinners?  Will we be cast out if we lie?  Read 1 John 1:5-2:6.

     The New Jerusalem
1. What does the angel say he will show John?  What does he show John?  Read Ephesians 5:25-27.  Who

is the bride of Christ here?  Can both be applicable here (who lives in the city?)?
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2. What is the overwhelming images of the city?  Read Genesis 2:8-14.  Is there any similarities in the
building?

3. How big is the city? ( 14,000 miles on a side!)  What is its shape?  Some claim it to be a cube and others a
pyramid that would fit in a cube.  How do we know which?  The Tabernacle had the Holy of Holies as a
15’ cube and Solomon’s Temple had the Holy of Holies as a 30’ cube.  Does the shape of the Holy of
Holies seem to apply here?

4. What was the configuration of the gates?   What was written on them?  Read Numbers 2:1-34.  Notice
anything?  What is the foundation?  Read Ephesians 2:19-22.  Is the foundation 12 layers thick or in 12
sections (side by side)?  What is written on the foundation?  Recall the priestly breastplate in Exodus 28.
How does this compare with the foundation gems?  Eight of the twelve stones are the same names and of
the remaining four it is assumed they are referring to the same stones as, for instance the stone referred to
in Exodus as a diamond could also be a sardonyx.  Unfortunately gem names have changed a lot of the
centuries and it is hard to say which is which exactly.

5. Why is there no temple?  Does v.23 mean there is no sun and moon?  Who are the nations and rulers?   
Why is v.27 there?

Revelation 22
     The River of Life
1. Compare Ezekiel 47:1-12 to Revelation 22:1-5.  How does this tie in with the discussion on the sea?

Does it help with figuring out v.2?
2. Does v.5 mean we will see the Father’s face?  How can we serve God in the new earth?  Does He need

anything?  Well, what can we give then?  Why does God love us?
3. What curse is spoken of in v.3?  Will the new earth ever end like the old one will?

     The Conclusion
1. What is the significance of v.6?  What is the desired reaction (v.7)?  What is John’s reaction (v.8)?  How

does the angel handle this (v.9)?  Does this seem familiar?  Read Revelation 19:9-10.
2. Read Daniel 12:1-4.  How does what Daniel wrote similar and different to Revelation?  Is v.11 telling

people not to change, or is it speaking of the eternality of your choice?
3. Read Ephesians 4:7-16.  What gift was given here?  Could there be similarities?
4. Read 1 John 3:10-23, Revelation 2:1-7.  How does this tie into v.14?  What does v.15 mean?  Read

Matthew 22:11-14, 25:24-30.
5. What does Root and Offspring of David mean?  What is the Morning Star?  What is the invitation in v.17?
6. Why the warning?  Read Deuteronomy 4:2, Proverbs 30:5-6.
7. What is our response to Jesus’ imminent return?
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Revelation Summary
    Four views
1. Preterist:  Holds that Revelation was written ~ AD 64 and predicted events only in the first century.

Views the Olivet discourse (Matthew 24, Mark 13, Luke 21) as only speaking of the destruction of
Jerusalem in AD 70.  Written by a Jesuit Priest to counter Reformer claims that the Catholic Church was
the apostate church predicted in Revelation.

2. Historicist:  Holds that the seven churches, while real churches with those problems, represented seven
ages of the church.  The judgments are thus seen as predicting the fall of Rome, the rise of Islam, the
papacy, the Reformation, etc.  Held by most of the Reformers.

3. Idealist:  Holds that Revelation is a symbolic story of the conflict of good and evil, and the eventual
victory of good.

4. Futurist:  Holds that the letters to the churches are specific to them, while they can be applicable to today.
Predictions are of a future time when God will bring about an end to this world and judge the living and
dead.  The tribulation, millennial kingdom, etc. are taken as real.

5. You will probably also hear about Postmillennial, Amillennial, Premillennial, and sometimes even
Apocalytic.  Here is the basic scoop, they are views that are based around the millennium (chapter 20).
Generally, Postmillennialism follows the Historicist view (church age is seen as the millennium);
Amillennial follows either Historicist of Idealist lines ( millennium is symbol of Christ reigning in our
hearts); Premillennial follows Futurist lines (millennium is future physical reign of Christ on Earth); and
Apocalytic is Preterist (views as symbolic of heaven and victory).

6. You might also hear about pretrib, midtrib and posttrib.  These are views of when in the tribulation the
church will be raptured.  The names speak for themselves.  Note that to talk of this you are basically
assuming a Futurist outline (since the other views do not see a specific seven year period of tribulation
that has not already happened.

     Overviews
1. What happens in chapter 1?  What is significant about verse 19?  Why is this chapter needed?
2. What happens in chapters 2 & 3?  Who are the letters addressed to?  What phrase is said to all of them?

What importance do they have on us today?
3. What happens in chapters 4 & 5?  Where is the action?  Who is the focus in ch 4? How about in ch 5?

What do they show us (i.e.: what is their emphasis)?
4. What happens in chapter 6?  What are the first four seals often called?  Where is the setting?  Why break

seals?
5. What happens in chapter 7?  Why a break before the last seal?  Do you find it interesting that before

breaking the last seal, that the Lord seals his own?  What is the focus of the second half of the chapter?
6. What happens in chapters 8 & 9?  Why do some claim the trumpets are part of the last seal?
7. What happens in chapter 10?  What is the significance to eating the scroll?
8. What happens in chapter 11?  Who are the two witnesses?  What is the significance of verse 19?
9. What happens in chapter 12?  Why is this sometimes called the Christmas story of Revelation?  Why does

the book jump back in time?  Who is the dragon and what does he do?  Is this from heaven’s perspective
or man’s?

10. What happens in chapter 13?  Who are the two beasts?  Why two?
11. What happens in chapter 14?  Why seal twice?  What are the two harvests?
12. What happens in chapter 15?  How does this tie in with ch 14 and 16?  What is the focus?
13. What happens in chapter 16?  What is the significance of the last bowl?
14. What happens in chapters 17, 18, and the first half of 19?  Are there two Babylons?  What is man’s

reaction and what is heaven’s?
15. What happens in the end of chapter 19, and chapter 20?  How is Christ pictured?  How does this tie in

with the Old Testament (e.g.: Isaiah 9:1-7)?  Do men learn to follow God?  How is it solved?
16. What happens in chapters 21 & 22?  How does it end?  How should we live?
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Summary of the 7 Churches
Church
and
Passage

Basic Church
Description

Description of Jesus Church Characteristic Desired Response Reward

Ephesus
2:1-7

Steadfast holds seven stars,
walks among the
lampstands

• works hard
• perseveres / endures
• rejects wicked
• left first love

return to first love right to eat from tree
of life in paradise of
God

Smyrna
2:8-11

Persecuted
(nothing bad)

first and last, died
and came to life

• suffers
• poor materially
• rich spiritually
• endures persecution

remain faithful not hurt by second
death

Pergamum
2:12-17

Morally
Compromising

has sharp double-
edged sword

• remains true
• faithful to death
• tolerates immorality

repent of evil hidden manna, white
stone with new name

Thyatira
2:18-29

Doctrinally
Compromising

son of God, eyes
like blazing fire, feet
like burnished
bronze

• does more than at first
• tolerates immorality
• tolerates false doctrine

hold to truth authority over
nations, morning star

Sardis
3:1-6

Counterfeit holds sevenfold
spirit, and seven
stars

• reputed to be alive
• spiritually dead
• deeds incomplete

wake up, obey
what have already
heard, repent

dressed in white,
won’t blot name out
of Book of Life,
acknowledge before
God

Philadelph
ia
3:7-13

Obedient
(nothing bad)

holy and true, key of
David, what He
opens can’t be shut,
what He shuts can’t
be opened

• little worldly strength
• kept Word
• patiently endures

hold on tight to
what have

become pillar in
temple, never leave
it; write God’s name,
New Jerusalem, and
Jesus’ new name on
them

Laodicea
3:14-22

Materialistic Amen, faithful and
true witness, ruler of
God’s creation

• not hot or cold
(lukewarm)

• materially wealthy
• poor spiritually

be earnest and
repent under
discipline;
call to salvation to
individuals

right to sit with
Jesus on His throne


