The Christian Life in Action

Read Philippians 2:19-30

1. What beautiful commendations did Paul give Timothy? How was Timothy an example of the kind of Christian life Paul had been describing in this letter?

2. What disappointment did Paul voice in verse 21? How have you seen this in your own experience, and what can you do to help your church or the church at large to be more like Timothy?

3. Whom was Paul sending immediately, probably bearing this letter to the Philippians (verse 25)? In what ways had he ministered to Paul, and what had happened to him in the process?

4. How did Paul want the Philippians to receive Epaphroditus? What does this say about how we should receive Christian workers among us?

Focus on Joy

5. In verses 17-18, with what words did Paul express his own joy? How did he encourage the Philippians to respond in joy?

6. Describe how this situation would be prompting joy “in spite of.” How can Christians rejoice in the midst of bad circumstances? If you have ever had an experience of joy in the middle of difficult circumstances, share it with the group.

