The Christian Life in Action

Philippians 2:12-18

The Christian life is not just saying a creed, but is living out what we believe. Yet often our actions and attitudes betray how little we really do believe. How much will we allow Christ’s lordship to affect our everyday circumstances? How far will we go in following his example?

1. What challenges have you found in your Christian life that you might never have had if you were not following Christ?

Read Philippians 2:12-18

2. What was Paul asking the Philippians to do? What does it mean to “work out your salvation,” and why must this be done “with fear and trembling” (verse 12)?

3. What is the relationship between God’s working and our working? What examples can you give from your own life?

4. What characteristics of the Christian life did Paul identify in verses 14-15? Who do you know that is like this, and how does he or she seem to rub off on people?

5. In what ways is ours a “crooked and depraved generation” (verse 15)? How can we shine like stars in this kind of world?

6. What picture did Paul use to show his willingness to die for Christ? How does this picture further enhance the idea of unity?
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Read Philippians 2:19-30

7. What beautiful commendations did Paul give Timothy? How was Timothy an example of the kind of Christian life Paul had been describing in this letter?

8. What disappointment did Paul voice in verse 21? How have you seen this in your own experience, and what can you do to help your church or the church at large to be more like Timothy?

9. Whom was Paul sending immediately, probably bearing this letter to the Philippians (verse 25)? In what ways had he ministered to Paul, and what had happened to him in the process?

10. How did Paul want the Philippians to receive Epaphroditus? What does this say about how we should receive Christian workers among us?

Focus on Joy

11. In verses 17-18, with what words did Paul express his own joy? How did he encourage the Philippians to respond in joy?

12. Describe how this situation would be prompting joy “in spite of.” How can Christians rejoice in the midst of bad circumstances? If you have ever had an experience of joy in the middle of difficult circumstances, share it with the group.

