Philippians 2:1-11

This familiar passage has often been quoted to teach on humility, using the example of our Lord Jesus as the lesson. Jesus gave up His rights as Almighty God for a season to become a Man, that He may suffer at the hands of men and die for the sake of men. Jesus is our Servant King who has been exalted on high by God the Father.

v. 3

a. Teaches us to do nothing out of selfishness or vain conceit. 

· How often do I do things to gain good for myself! Often self takes priority over God and other people—God is dethroned in our decision-making and people are being neglected. Out of pride, I do things that bring glory to myself, say words that humiliate and tear down others. 

· But our Lord did not behave this way. Rather, out of selflessness, He gave His own life for His people. Out of His humility He submitted to His Father’s will, and suffered and died at the hands of His creatures. O How our Lord’s example should put each of us to shame!

b. When we look at others, let us see them as better than ourselves. 

· As Christians, we need to know and to understand the state of our own sinfulness. Even though we are justified on the account of Christ alone and through the faith that is God’s gift to us, we are still in the process of sanctification, i.e. polishing by God. 

· Paul knew and understood his own faults, for he called himself “the foremost of all (sinners)” (1 Timothy 1:15).

· Therefore with this very clear view of our own sinfulness and of God’s very great mercy towards us, our self if denounced and our pride crushed. 

· Others are seen as better than ourselves, for they are created in the image of God, therefore we ought to respect them as God’s creation. Though the spirit of unsaved men are dead, they do have the breath of God in them given to them from the creation.

V.4

We need to think of the needs of others in addition to our own needs, sometimes we need to let the former override the latter.

· But how frail Christians are with regard to this teaching.

· We are often so caught up with the things of this world, just like the people of this world.

· In this fast-paced life, we seek the best seats, the best bargains, the best opportunities for ourselves, without considering the needs of others. 

· Let Christ our Lord instruct us on this—He was willing to restrain His power (for He never lost His power: He was still 100% God while He was here on earth!) to meet the overwhelming need of every single man and woman on this earth, that is, to be saved from the power of sin and be saved unto eternal life with God in heaven.
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