Imprisonment for Christ

Philippians 1:12-26

Once upon a time an emperor of a far-off land heard the enchanting song of a nightingale.  The emperor sent his servants to find her so he might listen to her lovely melody whenever he wished.  But when he finally captured the bird, she would not sing.  Assuming the bird was sick, the emperor freed her.  The nightingale flew to a nearby tree and began to sing sweetly again.

Most of us would respond in the same way as that nightingale if we were imprisoned.  What would there be to sing about if we were locked up, away from all that was important to us?  As we observe Paul’s response to his imprisonment, we will learn how God works through all circumstances, and how Paul always found something to sing about.

1. What would be the most difficult thing for you to endure if you were incarcerated?

Read Philippians 1:12-26

2. What was Paul’s attitude toward being in prison? In what two ways did his imprisonment contribute to the advancement of the gospel?

3. Why might Paul’s imprisonment have made some of the other Christians more bold to speak?

4. Do you find it easy to “speak the word of God … fearlessly” (verse 14)? Why or why not? What could help you be a more courageous witness for Christ?

5. What two groups of people were active in preaching Christ while Paul was in prison, and what was the motivation of each?

What does Paul’s attitude suggest about how we should view the work of Christian churches or organisations different from our own?

6. Although there was the possibility that Paul’s forthcoming trial could have ended in his death, what confidence does he express in verse 19, and what contributed to this confidence? How might Christ have been honoured by Paul’s life and by his death?

7. Explain the internal conflict Paul expresses in verses 21-24. How did he expect the dilemma to be resolved, and why?

8. Paul said, “For to me, to live is Christ,” stating the central commitment of his life. At this point in your life, how would you honestly complete the statement, “For to me, to live is …”? Describe some changes that would have to take place for you to truthfully say, “For to me, to live is Christ.”

9. Paul expected to visit the Philippians again. What did he hope would be the results of this visit? How does this amplify his statement “For to me, to live if Christ”?

10. Reviewing verses 12-26, list at least six ways in which Paul mentions the central importance that Christ had for him.

Focus on joy

11. According to verse 18, what caused Paul to rejoice? What would it take for you to develop more joy for the same reason?

12. In verses 19-20 what was Paul’s hope for future joy? Upon what did this hope depend?

13. What word or concept is linked to joy in verse 25? What are some ways in which your progress in the faith – and therefore your joy – could be increased?

