Man's Religion

Judges 17

v.1 
- Micah is the abbreviated form of the personal name Micaiah, meaning, "Who is like Yahweh?"

- He was a man from the tribe of Ephraim, living in the hill country.

- Contrary to his name, he tried to make God in his own imagination.

v.2
- He retrieved the 1,100 pieces of silver that were taken away from his mother. 

- His mother blessed him in the name of God for that, but alas, how little did she know God!

- An ungodly woman often rears up an ungodly child -- beware the woman you choose to be the mother of your children! Make sure she knows God and fears Him.

v.3
- Micah's mother had dedicated all 1,100 pieces of silver to the Lord, but for a wrong purpose.

- She had wanted to get her son to use the silver to make a carved (engraved) image and a molten (cast) idol.

- This clearly goes against God's Word in Exodus 20:4, where he forbade the making of idols for worship (the 2nd Commandment).

- Idolatry demonstrates Man's thirst for a tangible god, whom he can see, touch and manipulate.

- The Roman Catholic Church obscures this commandment by combining it with the first and splitting the tenth into 2 to get the 10 commandments. Then they practise the reverence of saints, angels, relics and the virgin Mary, calling it dulia (worship which may be paid to saints), as distinct from latria (worship which may be paid to God alone). These different interpretations are unbiblical and founded upon human tradition.
- But "God is spirit, and those who worship Him must worship in spirit and in truth." (John 4:24)-this is the only acceptable form of worship instituted by God.

- In spirit because God is not limited by temples/churches, he is omni-present, and makes His dwelling place inside of His believers (1 Corinthians 3:16).

- In truth because God demands from us a pure and sincere heart, that He Himself puts within us, as we come before Him (Matthew 15:8; Romans 15:9).

- Tangible things tend to give us false securities, thinking we have when we have not, eg. money ( happiness, job ( security, church membership ( salvation.

v.4
- Micah's mother only used 200 pieces of silver in the end to make the idols, 900 pieces short of what she promised to God.

- Do we also offer less to God than we promised Him? --our time, our lives

- Anyway, God did not demand that from her, it was out of her freewill offering--if she has made that vow, she is obliged to fulfil it. But we are taught not to make vows freely, lest we cannot fulfil them (Matthew 5:33-37).

- What do we really mean when we call Him "Lord"?

- The idols were placed in Micah's house and they became a source of idolatry to the Danites later on in Chapter 18.

- The things we put as idols in our lives may also cause others to stumble.

v.5
- Micah instituted a "temple" (shrine) of his own.

- Following the pattern of the Old Testament tabernacle in Leviticus, he made an ephod (priestly garment), and set his own son as the priest.

- But he replaced the God of his fathers for idols made by Man with silver and other perishable things.

- He also disobeyed God by setting a non-Levite as a priest (Exodus 32:26-29). Worse, he chose his own son, whom he could manipulate.

- This shows Man's tendency to want to manipulate God, to set up his own religion after his own desires.

v.6
- No king in Israel, all men lived according to what seems right in their own eyes (sounds like modern society?) -- despise authorities over us and crave for freedom to do as we like, in our own wisdom.

- All men are to follow God as our King and have a relationship with Him.

- We also need human shepherds to provide guidance and direction.

- Our Lord Jesus Christ, the Good Shepherd (John 10:14), came to show us the perfect life. He is the Way, the Truth and the Life.

- The Holy Spirit now dwells in every believer to provide that guidance and discernment thorough the Word of God (the Bible) (1 Corinthians 2:12-13). 

vv.7-9
- A young man now came into the picture, a Levite who stayed in Judah.

- He came to where Micah was, met him, and told him of his desire for a dwelling place.

v.10
- Micah invited him to be his personal priest, paying him a salary for his service.


- He also promised to call him father, providing him with lodging and clothes.

- We would often try to pay a price for the comfort of our souls, not accepting the fact that we are unable to add anything to what God has already completed.

- Adding a moustache to Leonardo da Vinci's famous "Monalisa" would not add value to the masterpiece, instead it would render it worthless. In the same way, adding our good deeds to God's complete work of redemption in Christ devalues the work of Christ on the cross.

v.11-12
- The Levite agreed to this invitation, and lived like a son in Micah's house.

- Again, Micah disobeyed God by consecrating the Levite as his own priest, for only the High Priest of God may do such a thing.

v.13
- The presence of this Levite "priest" provided a false sense of security for Micah, making him think that God was pleased with him and will prosper him.

- Here we see that his ultimate goal was not "to glorify God and to enjoy Him forever", but rather to glorify himself and to enjoy riches temporarily.

Reflection

Q.1
What is our motive for coming to God? To get blessings for a better life? To gain recognition for ourselves as "religious" people? Or with a deep and reverent awe for the Lord who deserves our worship and full surrender?

Q.2
Are there any false conceptions that we have of God that we need to discard and ask God for forgiveness? Our view of Him as unloving, malleable or less than sovereign?

Lastly, let our lives reflect our knowledge of Who God really is, and our love and obedience to His good, acceptable and pleasing will. 

"Who is like Yahweh?"
