Galatians Chapter Six

6:1  Brothers, if someone is caught in a sin, you who are spiritual should restore him gently. But watch yourself, or you also may be tempted.

2  Carry each other's burdens, and in this way you will fulfill the law of Christ.

3  If anyone thinks he is something when he is nothing, he deceives himself.

4  Each one should test his own actions. Then he can take pride in himself, without comparing himself to somebody else,

5  for each one should carry his own load.

6  Anyone who receives instruction in the word must share all good things with his instructor.

7  Do not be deceived: God cannot be mocked. A man reaps what he sows.

8  The one who sows to please his sinful nature, from that nature will reap destruction; the one who sows to please the Spirit, from the Spirit will reap eternal life.

9  Let us not become weary in doing good, for at the proper time we will reap a harvest if we do not give up.

10  Therefore, as we have opportunity, let us do good to all people, especially to those who belong to the family of believers.

11  See what large letters I use as I write to you with my own hand!

12  Those who want to make a good impression outwardly are trying to compel you to be circumcised. The only reason they do this is to avoid being persecuted for the cross of Christ.

13  Not even those who are circumcised obey the law, yet they want you to be circumcised that they may boast about your flesh.

14  May I never boast except in the cross of our Lord Jesus Christ, through which the world has been crucified to me, and I to the world.

15  Neither circumcision nor uncircumcision means anything; what counts is a new creation.

16  Peace and mercy to all who follow this rule, even to the Israel of God.

17  Finally, let no one cause me trouble, for I bear on my body the marks of Jesus.

18  The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ be with your spirit, brothers. Amen.
OBJECTIVES IN STUDYING THIS CHAPTER

1) To see that liberty in Christ involves responsibility toward others and our own selves

2) To appreciate the principles involved in "sowing" and "reaping", especially as they relate to the flesh and Spirit

3) To understand the importance of becoming "a new creation" in Christ Jesus

SUMMARY

In this final chapter, Paul reveals that liberty in Christ involves responsibilities. Those who are "spiritual" are to restore those overtaken in trespasses, and all are to bear one another's burden thereby fulfilling the "law of Christ" (1-2). At the same time, each Christian ought to examine himself and seek to bear his own load (3-5). Further responsibilities involve sharing with those who teach, and not growing weary in doing good to all, especially those of the household of faith. As motivation to do good, Paul reminds them of the principles of "sowing" and "reaping", particularly as it relates to the flesh and Spirit (6-10). 

Paul's concluding remarks include an insight into the motivation behind those seeking to compel circumcision. While such people may seek to glory in the flesh, Paul himself will only glory in the cross of the Lord Jesus Christ (11-14). Summarizing his whole epistle in one verse, Paul reasserts that circumcision is inconsequential, and that in Christ Jesus becoming a new creation is what really matters (15). With a plea for no one to trouble him since he bears in his body the marks of the Lord Jesus, Paul closes this epistle with a prayer of peace, mercy, and grace upon those who walk according to his teaching, and upon the Israel of God (16-18).

OUTLINE
I. A LIBERTY WITH A SENSE OF RESPONSIBILITY (1-10)

A. IN THE MATTER OF BEARING BURDENS (1-5)

1. Be willing to bear one another's burdens (1-2)

a. Those who are spiritual ought to restore those overtaken in a trespass (1)

b. Bearing one another's burdens fulfills the law of Christ (2)

2. Be willing to bear your own burden (3-4)

a. If one thinks himself to be something when he is not, he deceives himself (3)

b. Examine your own work, and bear your own load (4)

B. IN THE MATTER OF GENEROSITY (6-10)

1. Those who are taught should share in all good things with those who teach (6)

2. Principles governing sowing and reaping (7-9)

a. What a man sows, that he will also reap (7)

b. Sow to the flesh, and you reap corruption; sow to the Spirit, and you reap everlasting life (8)

c. Don't grow weary in doing good, for in due time we shall reap if we do not lose heart (9)

3. Where there is opportunity, do good to all, especially to those of the household of faith (10)

II. CONCLUDING REMARKS (11-18)

A. A FINAL REBUKE OF THOSE WHO WOULD BIND CIRCUMCISION (11-13)

1. The large letters confirm that Paul has written with his own hands (11)

2. The motivation behind those who compel others to be circumcised (12,13b)

a. They desire to make a good showing in the flesh (12a)

b. They do not want to suffer persecution for the cross of Christ (12b)

c. They wish to glory in your flesh (13b)

3. Those who would bind circumcision do not even keep the Law themselves (13a)

B. PAUL'S OWN CONFIDENCE IN THE CROSS OF CHRIST (14-17)

1. God forbid that he might glory in anything other than in the cross of Jesus (14a)

2. For by Christ the world has been crucified to him, and he to the world (14b)

3. In Christ, circumcision is inconsequential; what matters is a new creation (15)

4. For those who abide by this same rule, peace and mercy be upon them, and upon the Israel of God (16)

5. Let no one trouble him, for he bears in his body the marks of the Lord Jesus (17)

C. BENEDICTION (18)

1. Directed toward the brethren

2. That the grace of the Lord Jesus Christ be with their spirit
