Galatians Chapter Three

OBJECTIVES IN STUDYING THIS CHAPTER

1) To perceive how we are clearly justified by faith in Christ, and not by the works of the Law

2) To understand why the Law was given, what purpose it served, and how long it was to last

3) To appreciate the purpose of baptism as it relates to becoming sons of God

SUMMARY

With a defense of his apostleship behind him, Paul spends the next two chapters defending the gospel he received by revelation. It is a gospel which proclaims justification by faith in Christ, not by keeping the works of the Law. 

OUTLINE

I. JUSTIFICATION BY FAITH: THE PERSONAL ARGUMENT (1-5)

A. HOW THEY RECEIVED THE SPIRIT (1-4)

Paul is concerned that they have been misled--did they receive the Spirit by the hearing of faith, or by the works of the Law? Having begun their Christian life in the Spirit, did they expect to be made perfect by the flesh? Would this not make their previous suffering in vain?

B. FROM WHOM THEY RECEIVED THE SPIRIT (5)

Consider the One who supplies the Spirit and works miracles among them: does He do it by the works of the Law, or by the hearing of faith?

II. JUSTIFICATION BY FAITH: THE SCRIPTURAL ARGUMENT (6-25)

A. THE EXAMPLE OF ABRAHAM (6-9)--Who was Abraham?

Abraham's faith was accounted to him for righteousness. Those who are of faith are sons of Abraham, as foretold by Scripture, God would justify the nations by faith. Thus, those of faith are blessed along with believing Abraham.

B. THE CURSE OF THE LAW (10-14)

Those who live by the works of the Law are under a curse. The Old Testament proclaimed that one would be justified by faith, and not by the Law, which itself was based upon works. Christ has redeemed us from the curse of the Law, by His death on the cross, making it possible for Gentiles to receive the blessing of Abraham in Christ, in particular the promise of the Spirit which is received through faith.

C. THE PRIORITY OF THE PROMISE OVER THE LAW (15-18)

The Law, given 430 years after the promises to Abraham, did not nullify the covenant and its promises that God made with Abraham and His "Seed".

a. Just as a man's covenant is not to be broken or added to it.

b. God made promises to Abraham and His "Seed", that is, Christ.

c. The Law cannot annul the covenant God confirmed with Abraham, so as to make the promise of no effect.

If the inheritance was based on the Law, then it is no longer based upon a promise; but it is obvious that God gave the inheritance by promise, not by the Law.


D. THE PURPOSE OF THE LAW (19-25)

It was added because of transgressions, till the Seed of Eve (i.e. Jesus Christ) should come. The Law was not against the promises of God, but served to confine all under sin until the promise by faith in Jesus could be given to those who believe. The Law served as a tutor, leading people to Christ, where they could be justified by faith and eliminating the need for a tutor.

III. JUSTIFICATION BY FAITH: THE PRACTICAL ARGUMENT (26-29) 

A. THEY BECAME SONS OF GOD BY FAITH IN CHRIST JESUS (26-27)

It was through faith in Jesus they became sons of God--for by being baptized into Christ (an act of faith), they had put on Christ.

B. THEY ARE ONE IN CHRIST, AND THUS ABRAHAM'S SEED (28-29)

In Christ, there is no distinction--they are all one. In Christ, they rightfully become Abraham's seed, and thus heirs according to the promise.


The book of Galatians was written by Paul, a former persecutor of the Christian faith and now one of its most fervent preacher, to the Christians in Galatia (see map for location of Galatia). It was written around 57-58 AD or later.





The churches in Galatia were being influenced by those who would "pervert the gospel of Christ" (1:6-7; cf. 3:1). 





Known as "Judaizing teachers", these individuals taught that Gentile Christians needed to be circumcised and keep the Law of Moses (cf. Ac 15:1). 





Paul recognized that this doctrine would jeopardize the salvation of those souls who accepted it (cf. 5:4). 





Because the enemies of the true gospel were trying to support their case by undermining Paul's authority as an apostle of Christ, it was necessary to verify that he was truly an apostle "not from men nor through man, but through Jesus Christ and God the Father" (1:1). 





Therefore, Paul writes to verify: 


his apostleship and 


the gospel of justification by faith in Christ.








Definitions of some words used here:


1. ABRAHAM: Meaning, "father of a multitude." The first Hebrew patriarch, he became known as the prime example of faith.


2. APOSTLESHIP: Title of persons sent to accomplish a mission, especially the twelve apostles Jesus commissioned to follow Him. An apostle represents the one sending and has authority to represent the sender in business, political, or educational situations.


3. JUSTIFICATION: Process by which an individual is brought into an unmerited, right relationship with a person, whether that relationship is established between people or with God.


4. FAITH: Trusting commitment of one person to another, particularly of a person to God. Faith is the central concept of Christianity. One may be called a Christian only if one has faith.


5. Law is one of the primary concepts in the Bible. The specific translation of the term law is varied. It may be used for a commandment, a word, a decree, a judgment, a custom, or a prohibition.





REVIEW QUESTIONS FOR THE CHAPTER








1. What is sin?





2. What does it mean by "God is holy"?





3. How is it possible, seeing that we are sinful, that we can be accepted by a holy God?





3. What do you understand by justification by faith? 





4. Can man help himself to win salvation by staying free from sins?





5. What is your personal experience regarding sin?





SIN: Actions by which humans rebel against God, miss His purpose for their life, and surrender to the power of evil rather than to God.








