The Epistle To The Galatians

Summary
REVIEW ON THE PURPOSE OF THE EPISTLE

The churches in Galatia were being influenced by those who would "pervert the gospel of Christ" (1:6-7; cf. 3:1). Known as "Judaizing teachers", these individuals taught that Gentile Christians needed to be circumcised and keep the Law of Moses (cf. Ac 15:1). Paul recognized that this doctrine would jeopardize the salvation of those souls who accepted it (cf. 5:4). Because the enemies of the true gospel were trying to support their case by undermining Paul's authority as an apostle of Christ, it was necessary to verify that he was truly an apostle "not from men nor through man, but through Jesus Christ and God the Father" (1:1). Therefore, Paul writes:

TO VERIFY HIS APOSTLESHIP

AND

THE GOSPEL OF JUSTIFICATION BY FAITH IN CHRIST

KEY VERSE: Galatians 5:1

"Stand fast therefore in the liberty by which Christ has made us free, and do not be entangled again with a yoke of bondage."

OUTLINE

INTRODUCTION (1:1-10)
I. PAUL'S DEFENSE OF HIS APOSTLESHIP (1:11-2:21)

II. PAUL'S DEFENSE OF THE GOSPEL OF JUSTIFICATION BY FAITH (3:1-4:31)

III. THE CALL TO STAND FAST IN THE LIBERTY OF THE GOSPEL (5:1-6:10)

CONCLUSION (6:11-18)
