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CHAPTER IV

PNEUMATOLOGY

Pneumatology I: The Personality and Deity of the Holy Spirit

Westminster Confession of Faith 

II:3 In the unity of the Godhead there be three persons, of one substance, power, and eternity: God the Father, God the Son, and God the Holy Ghost: the Father is of none, neither begotten, not proceeding; the Son is eternally begotten of the Father; the Holy Ghost eternally proceeding from the Father and the Son.

Westminster Longer Catechism

Q 10: What are the personal properties of the three persons in the Godhead? 

A: It is proper to the Father to beget the Son, and to the Son to be begotten of the Father, and to the Holy Ghost to proceed from the Father and the Son from all eternity.

Q 11: How does it appear that the Son and the Holy Ghost are God equal with the Father? 

A: The Scriptures manifest that the Son and the Holy Ghost are God equal with the Father, ascribing unto them such names, attributes, works, and worship, as are proper to God only.

The Holy Spirit is a Person

The Spirit possesses the attributes of a person. He has: 

(1) intellect (1 Cor 2:10-11), 

(2) a mind (Rom 8:27), 

(3) emotions (Eph 4:30), 

(4) a will (1 Cor 12:11, Acts 15:6-11), and 

(5) He intercedes and prays for us (Rom 8:26).

The Spirit is treated like a person. He can be:

(1) lied to (Acts 5:3), 

(2) resisted (Acts 7:51), 

(3) grieved (Eph 4:30), 

(4) blasphemed (Matt 12:31), and 

(5) insulted (Heb 10:29). 

Jesus Himself regarded the Spirit as a person. He called the Spirit “Comforter” (John 14:26), and not “comfort.” He is called another Comforter (John 14:16). He is another of the same kind—another person like Christ.

The Holy Spirit is God

The Holy Spirit possesses all the attributes of deity: 

(1) His divine attributes—omniscience (1 Cor 2:11-12), omnipresence (Ps 139:7), omnipotence (Ps 104:30, Job 33:4);

(2) His divine works—creation of the world (Gen 1:2), inspiration of the Scriptures (2 Pet 1:21, 2 Tim 3:16), incarnation of Christ (Luke 1:35); 

(3) His divine association—He is called Jehovah (Acts 28:25-37), and is the third person of the Holy Trinity (Matt 28:19, 2 Cor 13:14, 1 John 5:7); 

(4) His divine names—the Spirit of God (Gal 1:2), the Spirit of His Son (Gal 4:6), the Spirit of your Father (Matt 10:20), the Spirit of Christ (Rom 8:9), and the Holy Spirit (Luke 11:13); 

(5) His divine honour—to blaspheme against the Holy Spirit is to blaspheme against God (Mark 3:28-30), and to lie to the Holy Spirit is to lie to God Himself (Acts 5:3-4); 

(6) His divine perfection—the sevenfold Spirit of God (Isa 11:2; in Scripture, the number 7 conveys the idea of perfection), and the seven spirits of God (Rev 1:4, 3:1, 4:5, 5:6; Revelation employs symbolical language. It does not mean that there are seven personal spirits. It tells us of the Spirit’s perfect fullness. It is evident that there is one Spirit, and that this Spirit is God).

The Eternal Procession of the Holy Spirit

The Holy Spirit is an eternal Being (Heb 9:14). He existed since eternity past, and will exist into eternity future. The Holy Spirit is the same in essence with the Father and the Son. The Holy Spirit is God (Acts 5:4, 2 Cor 3:18, literally, “from the Lord Spirit”).

The Holy Spirit is under the Father and the Son. There is a functional hierarchy within the Godhead. The Son is obedient to the Father, and the Holy Spirit is obedient to the Son (John 14:28, 1 Cor 11:3). God the Father sent God the Son into the world (John 3:17, 17:8, 18). The Holy Spirit is sent by both the Father and the Son (John 14:16, 15:26). There is a relationship within the Godhead, and that relationship exists among persons.

Questions for Discussion

(1) The Jehovah’s Witnesses say that the Holy Spirit is not a person but a force or influence. How would you refute this heresy?

(2) Is it correct to say that though Joseph was not the father of Jesus, the Holy Spirit was, since Jesus was conceived in the womb of Mary by the power of the Spirit?

Pneumatology II: The Ministry of the Holy Spirit

Westminster Confession of Faith

X:1-2, i. Of Effectual Calling

All those whom God hath predestinated unto life, and those only, he is pleased, in his appointed and accepted time, effectually to call, by his Word and Spirit, out of that state of sin and death, in which they are by nature to grace and salvation, by Jesus Christ; enlightening their minds spiritually and savingly to understand the things of God, taking away their heart of stone, and giving unto them an heart of flesh; renewing their wills, and, by his almighty power, determining them to that which is good, and effectually drawing them to Jesus Christ: yet so, as they come most freely, being made willing by his grace.

This effectual call is of God's free and special grace alone, not from any thing at all foreseen in man, who is altogether passive therein, until, being quickened and renewed by the Holy Spirit, he is thereby enabled to answer this call, and to embrace the grace offered and conveyed in it.

Westminster Shorter Catechism

Q 29: How are we made partakers of the redemption purchased by Christ? 

A: We are made partakers of the redemption purchased by Christ, by the effectual application of it to us by his Holy Spirit. 

Q 30: How doth the Spirit apply to us the redemption purchased by Christ? 

A: The Spirit applieth to us the redemption purchased by Christ, by working faith in us, and thereby uniting us to Christ in our effectual calling.

Q 31: What is effectual calling? 

A: Effectual calling is the work of God's Spirit, whereby, convincing us of our sin and misery, enlightening our minds in the knowledge of Christ, and renewing our wills, he doth persuade and enable us to embrace Jesus Christ, freely offered to us in the gospel.

The Convicting Work of the Holy Spirit

The Holy Spirit convicts sinners (John 16:8-11). He convicts them of: 

(1) Sin. This refers to the sinful state man is in. Man stands condemned if he refuses to believe in the Lord Jesus Christ (John 3:18).

(2) Righteousness. This refers to the righteousness found in Christ. Man can be righteous only in Jesus Christ (Phil 3:9).

(3) Judgment. This refers to the end-time judgment of the Great White Throne. Satan, the demons, and the finally impenitent will suffer eternal conscious torment on that day (Heb 2:14, Rev 20:11-15).

The sin of blasphemy against the Spirit is an unpardonable sin (Matt 12:24-32, Mark 3:22-30, Luke 12:10). How is this sin against the Spirit committed, and who are the people who commit this sin? Let us consider the historical context: Jesus from the beginning of His public ministry had preached the good news of salvation, done good, and performed many miracles which in no uncertain terms proved His deity and Messiahship (John 10:37-38). But the Jewish religious leaders wilfully chose not to believe in Him. When they could find no fault in His message, or His works, they attacked His person, accusing Him of doing all His miracles by the power of the devil when it was clearly the work of the Spirit. This sin is unpardonable because the only avenue of pardon through the convicting work of the Spirit has been rejected.

How may the unpardonable sin be committed today? The greatest sin that anyone can commit, which leads to eternal damnation, is the sin of rejecting Jesus Christ as Saviour and Lord (John 3:18). The constant, persistent, voluntary, wilful, decisive rejection of the gospel is tantamount to the unpardonable sin of blasphemy against the Spirit. The consequences of the unpardonable sin are: (1) God abandons the man totally to his own destruction (Jer 7:13-16, Heb 10:26-27). (2) God judicially hardens or blinds the person to the truth (Matt 13:15, John 12:37-40). This happened to Pharoah who hardened his own heart 4 times (Exod 7:14, 8:15, 19, 32) before God hardened his heart (Exod 9:12, 10:1, 20, 27, 14:8, Rom 1:24). (3) The sinner finds it impossible to repent (Heb 6:6). This may be seen in the case of Judas Iscariot who though remorseful committed suicide (Matt 27:3-5 cf 2 Cor 7:10). Is it possible for Christians to commit the unpardonable sin? Calvin answered, “he who has been truly regenerated by the Spirit cannot possibly fall into so horrid a crime.”

The Baptising Work of the Holy Spirit

The baptism of the Spirit is a one-time event for the Christian when he receives Jesus Christ as his personal Lord and Saviour (John 3:5-6, 14:16-17, 1 Cor 12:13, Eph 1:13, Rom 8:9). It is not a subsequent experience after conversion. There is only “one Lord, one faith, one baptism” (Eph 4:5). The baptising work of the Spirit in the Apostolic Church is recorded in Acts 2:1-21, 8:15-17, 10:1-11:18, 19:1-7. A subsequent experience may be found in Acts 2, 8, 19, but note that there was no second baptism in Acts 10. There is no absolute pattern here. The Church was in a period of transition. The situation then was unique. It was a special time when the NT was in the process of being written, Jews were ushered into a new way of worship, and Gentiles were brought into the kingdom like never before. The Spirit operated in a special way to wean the infant Church out of the old system and mindset. The Church having reached maturity with the establishment of normative church life, the special and spectacular features of the apostolic age were no longer necessary, and have since been withdrawn. Refer to Robert G Gromacki, The Modern Tongues Movement, 81-107.

The Filling Work of the Holy Spirit

The filling of the Spirit is the complete control of the Spirit over the life of the Christian when he totally surrenders himself to the Spirit’s sanctifying work (Eph 5:18, Gal 2:20, 5:16).

Westminster Confession of Faith 

XVI:3 

Their ability to do good works is not at all of themselves, but wholly from the Spirit of Christ. And that they may be enabled thereunto, beside the graces they have already received, there is required an actual influence of the same Holy Spirit to work in them to will, and to do, of his good pleasure: yet are they not hereupon to grow negligent, as if they were not bound to perform any duty unless upon a special motion of the Spirit; but they ought to be diligent in stirring up the grace of God that is in them.

XIX:7 

Neither are the forementioned uses of the law contrary to the grace of the gospel, but do sweetly comply with it; the Spirit of Christ subduing and enabling the will of man to do that freely, and cheerfully, which the will of God, revealed in the law, requireth to be done. 

What happens when we are filled with the Spirit? 

(1) We will produce the fruit of the Spirit (Gal 5:22-25). 

(2) We will be eager to share the gospel, and be effective in serving God (Acts 2:4, 4:31, 6:3-8, 7:54-55). 

(3) We will love His Word and His people (Acts 2:41-47). 

(4) We will enjoy coming to church to worship God, and have fellowship with other Christians (Eph 5:18-21).

What must we do to be filled with the Spirit? 

(1) We must confess and repent of our sins (1 John 1:9). 

(2) We must acknowledge our spiritual wretchedness and be fully dependent on God (1 John 1:10). 

(3) We must read the Bible daily and attend Sunday School or Bible study classes (1 Pet 2:2). 

(4) We must pray privately as well as corporately in Church by attending prayer meetings (Heb 10:25). 

(5) We must have constant fellowship with Christians by attending fellowship meetings (Heb 10:25).

(6) We must submit ourselves to water baptism, and partake of the Lord’s Supper. 

(7) We must serve the Lord with whatever gifts we have (1 Cor 12:4-11 cf Eph 4:11-13). 

(8) We must preach the gospel (Matt 28:18-20 cf Acts 8:4). 

(9) We must give to the Lord out of a cheerful heart (2 Cor 9:7). 

(10) We must be ready to suffer for Christ’s sake (2 Tim 2:12, Matt 16:24).

The Grieving of the Holy Spirit

Westminster Confession of Faith 

XVII:3 

Nevertheless, they may, through the temptations of Satan and of the world, the prevalency of corruption remaining in them, and the neglect of the means of their preservation, fall into grievous sins; and, for a time, continue therein: whereby they incur God's displeasure, and grieve his Holy Spirit, come to be deprived of some measure of their graces and comforts, have their hearts hardened, and their consciences wounded; hurt and scandalize others, and bring temporal judgments upon themselves.

XVIII:4

True believers may have the assurance of their salvation divers ways shaken, diminished, and intermitted; as, by negligence in preserving of it, by falling into some special sin which woundeth the conscience and grieveth the Spirit; by some sudden or vehement temptation, by God's withdrawing the light of his countenance, and suffering even such as fear him to walk in darkness

and to have no light: yet are they never utterly destitute of that seed of God, and life of faith, that love of Christ and the brethren, that sincerity of heart, and conscience of duty, out of which, by the operation of the Spirit, this assurance may, in due time, be revived; and be the which, in the mean time, they are supported from utter despair.

The Spirit is grieved when we disobey the Word of God, and live unholy lives (Eph 4:30, 1 Thess 5:19). There are the 

(1) sins of the flesh like factions, divisions, strife, jealousy, envy, gluttony, fornication, etc (1 Cor 3:3, 5:1, 6:1-8, Eph 4:25-31); and 

(2) sins of the spirit like pride, unbelief, etc (Prov 6:16-19, 8:13, 16:5, 18, 21:4). Dr Chia Yu Ming of Spiritual Training Theological Seminary, Nanking, China, said, “The sins of the spirit are ten times worse than the sins of the flesh.”

Westminster Longer Catechism  

Q 150: Are all transgressions of the law of God equally heinous in themselves, and in the sight of God? 

A: All transgressions of the law of God are not equally heinous; but some sins in themselves, and by reason of several aggravations, are more heinous in the sight of God than others.
The body is the temple of the Spirit. We must not desecrate it (1 Cor 3;16- 17, 6:19, 2 Cor 6:16, Eph 2:21).

Questions for Discussion

(1) In light of what Jesus said in John 16:7, was the Holy Spirit active in the Old Testament especially in His convicting, baptising, and filling work?

(2) Are Christians in danger of committing the sin of blasphemy against the Spirit when they judge that the Charismatic phenomena of tongues-speaking, healing, demon-casting, prophesying etc, are not of God?

Pneumatology III: The Gifts of the Holy Spirit Basic Understanding of the Gifts of the Holy Spirit

The Bible lays down these foundational principles for a proper understanding of the spiritual gifts: 

(1) The gifts of the Spirit are given only to believers (1 Cor 12:1-3). 

(2) Every believer will possess at least one spiritual gift (1 Cor 12:7). 

(3) The Spirit determines which gift or gifts a believer should have (1 Cor 12:11). 

(4) Spiritual gifts are not to be used as a gauge for spiritual maturity (1 Cor 12:12-26). 

(5) No spiritual gift is common to all believers (1 Cor 12:27-30). 

(6) Spiritual gifts are given for the edification of the Church (Eph 4:11-12).

The Gifts of the Holy Spirit

The gifts of the Spirit fall under two categories: (1) General grace-gifts: All the gifts of the Spirit are called charismata, which means, “grace-gifts.” The NT lists of spiritual gifts are found in Rom 12:6-8, 1 Cor 12:4-11, 28-30, Eph 4:11. (2) Special grace-gifts: These are the spectacular gifts of the Spirit given to the Apostles of Christ to authenticate the divine origin of their office and ministry (Mark 16:17-20 cf Acts 2:43, 5:12, 2 Cor 12:12).

The sign-gifts may be divided into 2 kinds: (1) Work signs (healing, exorcism, raising the dead, and the like), and (2) Word signs (prophecy, knowledge, tongues). The Work signs, and Word signs though distinguishable are inseparable. The demonstration of miracles is always accompanied by the revelation of the mysteries of the Gospel of Christ (Acts 3:1-11, 14:3, 19:11, 20).

Temporariness of Sign Gifts

The miraculous gifts of the Spirit occurred especially during the exceptional days of Moses, of the prophets, of Christ, and of the Apostles for the purpose of: (1) introducing a period of divine revelation (OT— written in the time of Moses and of the Prophets; and NT—written in the time of Christ and the Apostles), and (2) authenticating the messengers of divine revelation (eg Moses [Exod 4:1-9], Elijah [1 Kings 17:23-24], Christ [John 10:24-25, Acts 2:22], and the Apostles [2 Cor 12:12]). The gift of performing miracles has been withdrawn. It has already accomplished its purpose and is no longer needed. With the completion of the Holy Bible, divine revelation ceased (1 Cor 13:10).

Absence of Apostles

The Apostles were a special class of people. The Apostle Paul in defence of his Apostleship appealed to the fact that his God-given ability to perform miracles proved that he was truly an Apostle (2 Cor 12:11-12). There are 7 reasons why we do not and cannot have Apostles today: 

(1) The Church was founded upon the Apostles (Eph 2:19-20). 

(2) The Apostles had to be eyewitnesses of the resurrection of Jesus Christ (1 Cor 9:1, 1 Cor 15:7-8, Acts 1:21-26). 

(3) The Apostles were chosen personally by Christ (Matt 10:1-4). 

(4) The Apostles were authenticated by miraculous signs (Mark 16:17-20 cf Acts 2:43, 5:12, 14:3, 15:12, 19:11-12). 

(5) The Apostles had absolute authority over the affairs of the Church (Acts 5:1-11, 19:13-17, 2 Cor 13:2-3, Gal 1:8, Jude 17). 

(6) The Apostles were infallible in their preaching (1 Thess 2:13), writing (Eph 2:20, 2 Pet 1:20-21), and ministry (1 Cor 11:1).

(7) The Apostles have an eternal and unique place of honour in God’s kingdom (Rev 21:14).

No one today can claim to have the above qualifications. The Apostles were a unique group of people appointed by the Lord to carry out His will during a specific period of time. The sign-gifts they possessed had to pass away with them. The infallible revelatory ministry of the Apostles may be inferred from this statement of the Westminster divines, 

Westminster Confession of Faith 

XXXI:3

All synods or councils, since the apostles' times, whether general or particular, may err; and many have erred. Therefore they are not to be made the rule of faith, or practice; but to be used as a help in both.
Questions for Discussion

(1) Is the Charismatic movement biblical in its doctrines and practices?

(2) Is the gift of speaking in tongues the gift of languages or of ecstatic utterances?
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