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Jonah Study #1 

Dear Friends,

Awhile back the Bible study in DE looked at the book of Jonah: I would like to give an overview, looking at a few of the verses in all 4 chapters.  Jonah is a wonderful book that beautifully illustrates God’s salvation program. 

Chapter 1

The Hebrew name, "Jonah" means dove or pigeon.  As you search the word out using Strong's Concordance: you will find that the name "Jonah" is Strong's #3124.  This listing is identical to Strong's #3123.  The Hebrew word for dove or pigeon is spelled identically to the Hebrew word for Jonah.  

Of course, as we search the Scriptures to see how God uses doves or pigeons we notice that the---Jonah (pigeon)---was used as a sacrificial animal.  See:

Leviticus 12:6b-"...and a young pigeon,...for a sin offering..."

We also need to keep in mind, that in the New Testament the Lord typifies God the Holy  as a dove:

Matthew 3:16-"...and  he saw the Spirit of God descending like a dove, and lighting upon Him:"

These are the two truths that we need to keep in our minds as we begin to study the book of Jonah: 1) The name Jonah points us to a sacrificial animal (and all of the Old Testament sacrifices point us to Christ).  2) That the name Jonah points us to the person of God Himself.  

Now before we start looking at some of the verses in the book of Jonah: it is important to get past the idea that this is just the story of a disobedient prophet.  I have heard numerous sermons and teachings that focus on all of the troubles that came Jonah's way because of his disobedience to the Lord's command.  We will see as we take a closer look at how God has written this book, that the Lord uses Jonah's apparent disobedience to picture Christ's great work of love in humbling Himself to become the God Man.  

Let's look at verses 2 & 3 of chapter 1

(2) :"Arise, go to Nineveh, that great city, and cry against it: for their wickedness is come up before me.

(3) But Jonah rose up to flee unto Tarshish from the presence of the LORD, and went down to Joppa; and he found a ship going to Tarshish: so he paid the fare thereof, and went down into it, to go with them unto Tarshish, from the presence of the LORD."

Clearly, it is obvious that Jonah was disobedient to the Word of God.  But let us see why it is that the Lord allowed Jonah to flee from Him in this manner: what I mean is this---whenever we are obedient to the Word of God on any level, it is only because the Lord has worked in us to move and to do of His good pleasure.  This means that any good work that we do is only the product of God the Holy Spirit working in us.  Now, at times, we do not do good works: in fact, we fall into a particular sin.  God is not making us sin; but He has indeed allowed us to sin simply by not moving in us to do His good pleasure in that particular area.  This is what happened in Jonah's case.

God gave His Word to Jeremiah; and Jeremiah faithfully proclaimed to the people of Israel because God moved him to do so.  God faithfully gave His Word to Micah; and Micah faithfully proclaimed God's Word to the wicked king of Israel because God moved him to do so.  And so it was with every prophet of Jehovah.  The prophets responded faithfully in every case that they did so; because God moved those prophets to do His bidding. Now, the big question as we look at Jonah is----why didn't the Lord simply move Jonah in the same way that He moved all of the other prophets to do His will?  The answer is found when we look a little more carefully at the wording of verse 2:

"...to go with them unto Tarshish, from the presence of the LORD."

God allowed Jonah to flee unto Tarshish in order to turn our attention to a great spiritual truth: that greatest of all truths---that the Lord Jesus Christ, the Everlasting Father, the eternal God who inhabits all of eternity----that this great and mighty God would humble Himself and become like one of us: that He would become man.   How do we know that verse 2 is spiritually teaching this?  Turn to the book of Genesis, chapter 3, verse 8:

"And they heard the voice of the LORD God walking in the garden in the cool of the day: and Adam and his wife hid themselves from the presence of the LORD God amongst the trees of the garden."

Please notice that Adam and Eve "...hid themselves from the presence of the LORD..."

This is not only an identical word to what we have in Jonah; but it is an entire phrase.  Jonah 1:3 says that Jonah went with them "from the presence of the LORD".  Mankind, in the Garden of Eden fell into sin: as a result of this sin man no longer had fellowship with God; but rather now hated the light and hid from the presence of the Lord.  

Verse 3 says that Jonah went "with them" from God's presence.  Jonah's entering the ship typified the Lord Jesus' entering this sin cursed world over 2000 years ago.  Jonah went with them to Tarshish from God's presence: likewise,  Christ took upon Him the form of a servant and lived amongst the rest of fallen humanity: none were righteous, none did seek after God.  All were going away from the presence of God just as their  first father and mother did so in the Garden of Eden.  

Notice also, that the language used in verse 3 points to a descent:

"...and went down to Joppa."  And, "...he paid the fare thereof, and went down into it."

I hope that we can see clearly  that God allowed the prophet Jonah to flee unto Tarshish,  in order to  illustrate for us that the Holy God of heaven came down to this wretched world and lived among us: Himself tempted in all points as like as unto us; yet without sin.  

May the Lord bless you,

Chris McCann

Jonah Study #2

Dear Friends,

Jonah, chapter 1, is overflowing with verses that direct our attention to the Lord Jesus Christ.  God is making it very clear to us that the historical events that transpired on that old wooden vessel long ago pictured the gospel message of God becoming a man; and also, how God the Father would orchestrate all the affairs of man by His determinate counsel and foreknowledge in order to deliver up Christ to be the sacrificial Lamb of God (Acts 2:23).

Jonah chapter 1

As we read chapter one's exciting account of a ship facing a terrible storm at sea; we need to keep in mind that the -----sea----- in the Bible can either represent the unsaved peoples of the world; or the sea can represent hell.  The Red Sea, for example, clearly represents hell as the Egyptians are drowned in its depths. Also, in the Scriptures, ships often times typify the church.  The voyage of the ship in Acts 27 is a good example of how the Lord uses ships as a picture of the church.  The fact that God does typify the church as a ship 

only strengthens the picture of the sea as hell.  For it is upon the waters that the ships maneuver their course.  The dangerous, roaring sea is always in sight as we travel the path of faith that God has arranged for each child of God. 1 Timothy 1:19 tells us that if we deny the faith it is as though we have experienced a broken ship: 

"Holding faith, and a good conscience; which some having put away concerning faith have made SHIPWRECK."

In verses 4 thru 7 we see that the Lord sent the storm and arranged circumstances so that a lot might be cast and fall upon Jonah:

(7) "...come, and let us cast lots, that we may know for whose cause this evil is upon us.  So they cast lots, and the lot fell upon Jonah."

The reference that really helps us understand the spiritual meaning of this verse can be found in the book of Leviticus, chapter 16:

(8) "And Aaron shall cast lots upon the two goats; one lot for the LORD, and the other lot for the scapegoat."

(9) And Aaron shall bring the goat upon which the LORD's lot fell, and offer him for a SIN OFFERING."

Remember, the name Jonah means "pigeon": he is named after a sacrificial animal.  The Lord's lot fell upon Jonah.  This directs our attention to the fact that God is using Jonah as a figure of one whom He has chosen to be the sin offering.   Proverbs 16:33 instructs us that:

"The lot is cast into the lap; but the whole disposing thereof is of the LORD."

We know that God's salvation plan demanded that Christ die for the sins of His people!  The Lord worked behind the scenes to make sure that Christ would go to the cross.  Likewise, in the book of Jonah, we find God working in sending the storm; we find God working in having the lot fall upon Jonah; and ultimately, we find God working that these mariners might take up Jonah and cast him into the raging sea.  

CHRIST IS THE (ONLY) WAY

The men struggling to steer their ship to safe waters points to those who would try to obtain the righteousness of God through some other means than the Lord Jesus Christ.  There was no other way for these seamen;: all of  their best efforts could not cause them to escape the forceful waters that would not cease their raging until the Master of the sea stretched out His hand to quiet the tempest.  And this He would not do until His purposes

were established. Is their any other way of salvation apart from the atoning work of

Christ?  No! Many labor spiritually,  as these seamen rowed physically, to try "...hard to bring it to the land (v.13);" but all of their best works will not quiet the storm.  Try hard to do good; but know this---that all of your best efforts will not provide a way of escape for you.  The judgement of God will devour you in eternal depths unless Christ has been cast into the sea for your sins:

Micah 7:19-"...He will subdue our iniquities; and thou wilt cast all their sins into the depths of the sea."

CRY FOR MERCY

If we find ourselves in the midst of a raging storm (and you are if you are not yet saved) what can we do? The natural tendency is to try and save yourself.  Many do this identical thing when they hear the news that they are in trouble with God: quickly, they latch onto the idea of accepting Christ in order to rescue themselves from the wrath of God. No. The Lord will make shipwreck man's best efforts to escape the righteous judgement of God.  The Lord leaves us only one recourse: we may cry out for mercy:  Jonah 1:14 is a wonderful verse that teaches us to cry out for the mercy God.  

"Wherefore they cried unto the LORD, and said, WE BESEECH THEE, O LORD,

WE BESEECH THEE, let us not perish for this man's life,"

Does not each child of God cry out: O Lord, let us not perish-----why? For this man's life.  That is, the reason we do not perish is because of Christ giving His life for ours.  

(15) "So they took up Jonah, and cast him forth into the sea; and the sea ceased from her raging."

The sea is calm.  This is the great news of God's salvation: the law of God has now been satisfied: the payment of an eternity in hell has been paid in full by the Lord Jesus.  We are free.  The sea no longer rages against us-----it is now as the still waters of Psalm 23  as far as we (the elect) are concerned.

Jonah Study #3

Dear Friends,

Jonah, chapter 2, is a glorious chapter that opens to us some of the veil that surrounds the mysteries of the atonement.  As we read this chapter it is important to keep in mind the fact that the Lord Jesus Christ paid the penalty for the sins of His people; and, that this awful penalty for sin necessarily had to be the equivalent of an eternity in hell for all those whom He would save.

THE WHALE SWALLOWS JONAH

Verse 17, of chapter 1 verifies the fact that Jonah is indeed a picture of the Lord Jesus Christ: especially as Christ would undergo the wrath of God for the sins of His people.  How can we know this?  Go to the book of Matthew, chapter 12:(40) “For as Jonas was three days and three nights in the whale's belly; so shall the Son of Man be three days and three nights in the heart of the earth.” The 3 days and 3 nights in the heart of the earth point to that period of time when the Lord Jesus Christ would be under the wrath of God.  Jesus Himself, likens the 3 days and 3 nights (or being under the wrath of God) to Jonah's experience in the belly of the whale. Therefore, as we study Jonah, chapter 2, we have complete biblical

justification in seeing Jonah's ordeal as a vivid picture (taken by God Himself) of the Lord Jesus while He was under the stretched out arm of the Father's wrath.

JONAH CHAPTER 2

We are approaching this chapter from the vantagepoint of Christ suffering under the tremendous weight of God's fury---what do we see as we read the language that the Lord uses in Jonah 2?  Does the language of the chapter support our understanding?  Or, does the language of Jonah 2 force us to re-examine our

initial conclusion?  Let's look at verse 2:

"...I cried by reason of mine affliction unto the LORD, and He heard me; out of the BELLY OF HELL cried I, and thou heardest my voice."

The "belly of hell"?  I thought that Jonah was inside a whale?   We can see that God is confirming our initial understanding that Jonah's experience inside the belly of the whale---teaches us about Christ's experience undergoing the wrath of God. Also, notice the language of verse 6: "I went down to the bottoms of the mountains; the earth with her bars was ABOUT ME FOR EVER: yet hast thou brought up my life from corruption, O LORD my God." Remember that Jesus told us that the 3 days and 3 nights were typified by Jonah's time in the belly of the whale.  How long was Jonah in the whale's belly?  The answer is 3 days and 3 nights; however, God carefully reveals to us in verse 6 that the time in the whale's belly could be likened to eternity God's point is this: Christ did not pay a lesser penalty of some kind because it was finished in the space of 3 days and 3 nights; rather, wonderfully, the Lord of glory suffered the fullness of the wrath of God, the equivalent of an eternity in hell.  Let us not diminish Christ's work by thinking that an---equivalent hell---is somehow less than an eternal damnation: equivalent means equal to: this means that anything that you or I would have suffered forevermore in hell; and anything that that great multitude of saints would have suffered in the pit of hell; the Lord Jesus suffered in degree equal to that sum.

FULFILLING PHILLIPIANS 4:6,7

The great test, which our salvation depended upon: was this----would Christ remain faithful while suffering enormous agony as He paid the wages of sin---eternal damnation?  O the terrors of being under the wrath of an angry God.  The Bible clearly tells us that Christ is God.  That He possessed all of the power and might of infinite God.  He knew all things: He made all things: He held all things together by His Word; and yet, though He was (and is) all powerful---the

Bible also tells us that paying the price of hell wreaked havoc upon the person of eternal God Himself, the Lord Jesus:

MT 26:38-" Then saith He unto them, my soul is exceeding sorrowful, even unto

death: tarry ye here, and watch with me."

Turn to the book of Luke, chapter 22, and in verse 44 read slowly as God reveals to us the pain that Christ endured for you (and me) if you are of His children:

"And BEING IN AN AGONY He prayed more earnestly: and His sweat was as it

were great drops of blood falling down to the ground."

Here it was, God's entire salvation program rested on Christ's ability to go through hell faithfully. Have you ever considered what would have happened if

the Lord Jesus would have fainted under God's wrath?  What if Christ would

have been so pained, so burdened by the weight of our sins and its consequences, that He would have been weakened to the point of sinning against the Father?  This was Satan's grand hope you know: see Job 1, verses

10 & 11:  (10) Hast thou not made a hedge about him, and about his house, and about all that he hath on every side?  Thou hast blessed the work of his hands, and his substance is increased in the land. (11) But put forth thine hand now, and touch all that he hath, and he will curse thee to thy face. In the book of Job, Job is a type of the Lord Jesus: Job's afflictions are a portrait (much like Jonah) of Christ suffering for the sins of His people.  Satan, hoping that the severity of Job's affliction would not result in God being glorified; but in the righteous servant greatly sinning against God and cursing Him to His face.  Likewise, Satan's great hope as Christ lovingly paid the price of hell: was that the affliction of hell would be so great, so awful that Christ would sin against God, and in effect, curse Him. Jonah, chapter 2, paints a beautiful picture of the Lord Jesus enduring hell faithfully.  He did not curse God.  He endured the trials of the second death perfectly: Philippians 2:8-"And being found in fashion as a man, He humbled Himself, And became OBEDIENT UNTO DEATH, even THE DEATH OF THE CROSS. Death, in the Bible points our attention to hell.  Philippians 2:8 informs us that Jesus was obedient all the way through His experience of suffering the equivalent of eternal damnation.  Let's go back to Jonah chapter 2 and see the Lord obediently triumphing over the depths of hell:

(9) But I will sacrifice unto thee with the voice of thanksgiving; I will pay that that I have vowed.  Salvation is of the LORD. In verse 1 we read that Jonah prayed unto God from the fish's belly (remember, the fish's belly is likened to hell): therefore God is disclosing to us the mindset of the Lord as He passed through the fires of God's wrath. In effect, Christ prayed His way through hell.  Not only that, but He also fulfilled the verses we read in the book of Philippians, chapter 4: (6) Be careful for nothing; but in every thing by PRAYER and supplication with THANKSGIVING let your requests be made known unto God.

(7) And the peace of God, which passeth all understanding, shall keep your

hearts and minds through Christ Jesus. This is God's lesson for us, I think.  Christ is our example in all things.  Trusting God carried Him through eternal damnation-----surely then, (if the Lord move us to do so) we can cast our petty cares upon Christ: and offer unto Him thanksgiving for His tremendous gift of eternal life.

Finally, if any one reading this is still unsaved, consider this: If the experience of hell broke and crushed the Spirit of eternal God Himself-----WHAT IS THE WRATH OF GOD GOING TO DO TO YOU? To you, who are no more powerful than a flea in comparison to Almighty God.  To you, a poor wretched creature who is as weak as God is strong; who is as little in your being as God is as enormous in His infinite majesty.  Can you not imagine the power of God's anger?   How will you do as you experience eternal damnation? Will you pray faithfully in the pit of hell----even though you do not pray faithfully now?  Will you suddenly offer up to God with the voice of thanksgiving in your eternal agony? No, my friend, you will be crushed as the grape in the great winepress of

The wrath of God; and you will curse God all the more because of your affliction.

May the Lord have mercy and richly bless you,

Chris McCann

Jonah Study #4

Dear Friends,

Each chapter in the book of Jonah teaches us about some aspect of God's salvation program: Chapter 1 gives us all of the spiritual information of Christ becoming a man 

and dying for His people's sins. Chapter 2 then reveals to us that the death that Christ had to die was the 2nd death (the equivalent of an eternity in hell for all those whom would believe upon Him).  What does chapter 3 teach us about Christ?  If chapter 2 teaches us about Christ's death-----then who does Jonah represent in chapter 3?  

JONAH CHAPTER 3

In order to answer this question let's read from the book of Jonah, beginning with the last verse of chapter 2: Jonah 2:10-"And the LORD spake unto the fish, and it vomited out Jonah upon the dry land." Jonah 3:1,2-"And the Word of the LORD came unto Jonah the second time, saying, Arise, go unto Nineveh, that great city, and preach unto it the preaching that I bid thee.

We saw as we looked a little closer at the wording of chapter 1, that one of the big reasons that God permitted Jonah to flee to Tarshish was because it typified Christ becoming a man and living amongst sinners in a cursed world. Another reason that Jonah did not go to Nineveh the first time is this: Nineveh represents the world, and the gospel message could not go into the world (or Nineveh) until Christ had actually paid the penalty for the sins of His people. Therefore, following the language of Jonah being in the belly of the whale 3 days and 3 nights: we read that Jonah is vomited out of the whale and 

COMMANDED to go unto Nineveh.  This teaches us that Christ has accomplished His great work of salvation. Now the gospel may go into all the world (typified by Nineveh). 

Who is it that carries the gospel into all of the world?   It is the body of believers! It is the body of Christ that faithfully carries out the Lord's command to bring the message of God's grace and judgement to the peoples of the world.  So Jonah, in chapter 3, remains a picture of Christ; but he now represents the body of Christ the true church that is sent forth to preach the good news to the world.  

GOOD NEWS?

Jonah's message to the Ninevites sounds nothing like good news. Look at verse 4: "And Jonah began to enter into the city a day's journey, and he cried, and said, yet forty days, and Nineveh shall be overthrown." The message from God, which Jonah faithfully carried, was totally of  judgement.  It said nothing of God being a merciful God.  It said nothing

of  God's grace.  It said nothing of the love of God.  It said only that they would be destroyed! Now please notice this----even though the Ninevites heard a message entirely of God's judgement: they responded to this message as though implied within, was also God's mercy and grace.   Perhaps they reasoned that God would not bother in taking the time to send one of His prophets to warn them, unless He would yet provide a way of escape.  Or, perhaps the reason the Ninevites responded with repentance to God's call for judgement is simply that within each human being, deep down inside of us, we know that the God with whom we have to do is also a God of great mercy.  

HOW MANY WERE SAVED?

Normally, when God works to save sinners: He saves one here, and He saves one there.  The Bible tells us that a remnant of mankind will become saved. But the unusual thing about God's mighty work of salvation with the people of Nineveh is that He apparently saved a great multitude.  Let's read verse 5: "So the people of Nineveh believed God, and proclaimed a fast, and put on sackcloth, from the greatest of them even to the least of them." The New Testament reinforces the idea that many were saved at Nineveh: MT 12:41-"The men of Nineveh shall rise in judgement with this generation, and shall condemn it: because they repented at the preaching of Jonas; and, behold, a greater than Jonas is here." Indeed, the people of Nineveh shall rise up at judgement day, along with

all of the saints of God in order to judge the world with Christ (1Cor 6:2); but again, how many of the Ninevites were actually saved at the time that God sent the prophet Jonah to warn Nineveh?  Of course, we can never know the actual number, but God has given us a clue as to how He worked that day in Nineveh. When we take a closer look at the Hebrew word translated as "people" in chapter 3, verse 5, we find something very consistent with God's methodology of saving a remnant of the human race: the Hebrew word translated as

"people" is not the normal Hebrew word that God uses over and over again in the Bible 

(Strong's #5971 is used hundreds of times as people).  The Hebrew word translated as "people" in Jonah 3:5 is found only there---no where else is this particular Hebrew word (Strong's #582) translated as people. We do find this Hebrew word, which we would pronounce as Enosh (it is a related word to the name Enosh) translated in other parts of the Blble with different English words: for instance, the Hebrew word Enosh is translated as "certain" 10 times in the Old Testament: an example of how it is used can be found in the book of numbers, chapter 16: (2) And they rose up before Moses, with CERTAIN of the children of Israel, two hundred and fifty princes of the assembly, famous in the congregation, men of renown. It was not all of the children of Israel that rose up against Moses; but it was only CERTAIN ones that rebelled out of the whole.   Also, this word is translated as DIVERS in 2 Chronicles 30:11: "Nevertheless DIVERS of Asher and anasseh and of Zebulun humbled themselves, and came to Jerusalem." King Hezekiah had proclaimed a great Passover fast in Jerusalem: he sent messengers to the apostate tribes in the north: posts passed from city to city.  Many mocked and "laughed them to scorn"; but DIVERS humbled themselves and came to Jerusalem.  The word DIVERS  is our Hebrew word translated as "people" in Jonah 3:5. Therefore, since this is the only place that this particular Hebrew word is translated as people; and it is much more often translated as certain and divers (there are other English words #582 is translated as: including "some"----please check your concordances for the full listing) we can now define the meaning of the word "people" in Jonah 3:5 to mean certain of the people.  Or divers of the people actually became saved as a result of God sending the prophet Jonah to warn Nineveh of its impending destruction. The idea that God saved some of the Ninevites agrees perfectly with the manner in which God has always worked with the peoples of the world.  The whole city did not become saved; but only divers of them were saved.  The whole world 

does not become saved; but only a small remnant of the world is saved.  O could it be that all who are reading this might find themselves amongst that blessed remnant.

May the Lord richly bless you, 

Chris McCann

Jonah Study #5

Dear Friends,

If there is one thing that unsaved man despises most about the true gospel of the Bible: it is the fact that prior to salvation no man has any guarantee that God will save him. Salvation, as Jonah 2:9 declares, is "of the Lord. "Man cannot will it.  He cannot choose it.  He cannot purchase it.  Man cannot even beg to make it so.  No act that you or I could ever do will result in our salvation.  See Romans, chapter 9, verse 15: "...I will have mercy on whom I will have mercy, and I will have compassion on whom I will have compassion."

Once we understand this key point about God's salvation plan: great fear ought to grip our hearts.  We are all sinners and deserving of hell-----and we cannot do anything to save ourselves.  

Jonah Chapter 3

The true gospel message that the Bible presents can sound pretty discouraging to a sinner's ears.  God intends to save only a tiny remnant of mankind. This means that a vast majority of people will never become saved.  Not only that, but of that tiny remnant that God does save: their salvation is completely a result of God's gift of grace in choosing them, in predestinating them to eternal life in Christ. Many sinners tend to respond to the truths about salvation by saying----what's the use, I'll just continue enjoying my sins since

salvation is out of my hands anyway. God understands man's weak frame, and so He encourages us all with this verse in Jonah, chapter 3, verse 9: "Who can tell if God will turn and repent, and turn away from His fierce anger, that we perish not?" Have you heard the gospel call to repent and believe?  Perhaps the Lord has also revealed to you that you are unable to do either (repent or believe): and this leaves you greatly discouraged.  Jonah 3:9 instructs us to not let our discouragement stop us from beseeching the Lord for His mercy.   It is our pride, it is our arrogance that says within our hearts that I CAN TELL! I 

know for a surety that God will not save me.  This type of reasoning is just as prideful, and just as wrong as those who think that God must save them if  they accept Him. Who can tell if God will save you?  You cannot tell can you?   So would not the wisest thing to do be to cry out for God's mercy as the king of Nineveh decreed:

(8) But let man and beast be covered with sackcloth, and CRY MIGHTILY unto God: yea, let them turn every one from his evil way, and from the violence that is in their hands.

Turn my friend! Go to Jeremiah 31: (18) ....turn thou me, and I shall be turned; (19) Surely after that I was turned, I repented;...Have your sins been beating you down?  Day after day: year after year you continue to fall into the same sins that bring you terrible grief.  And because of your on-going sin problem you seriously wonder----am I a child

of  God? Then cry mightily unto God-----that He would begin to turn you from the

sins that you love so much.  Cry mightily unto God for an abhorrence of the evil 

that has quickly wrapped itself about you, and tied you in the cords of your own iniquity.  Day follows day my friend: and if you are still in your sins the deception of your own heart has brought you another step closer to that awful day of judgement that will devour your being as the lions devoured those who falsely accused the prophet Daniel. Today is still the day of salvation: so cry out this night-----who can tell?  May the Lord grant a poor soul the gift of repentance this night: what a blessed Christmas this would be then.

In Christ's love,

Chris McCann

Jonah Study #6

Dear Friends,

Many times as we study the Bible we will find a verse that apparently contradicts another verse somewhere else in the Bible: God writes the Bible in this manner to confound those who do not carefully, and diligently study the Scriptures.  

JONAH CHAPTER 3

In the last verse of Jonah chapter 3 we find language that is awkward for us to understand:

(10) And God saw their works, that they turned from their evil way; and God REPENTED of the evil that He had said that He would do unto them: and He did it not.

Two questions arise as we think about this verse: what does it mean that He (God) repented of the evil?  And how do we reconcile this verse with what we read in the book of Numbers, chapter 23, verse 19: "God is not a man, that He should lie; neither the son of man, that He should REPENT: hath He said, and shall He not do it?" First of all, when God says in Jonah (and other places) that He repented of the evil: He is not saying that He was guilty of doing any evil----but He repented of doing evil to those deserving of His judgement. This is where the difference comes in: in Numbers 23:19 God is stating that 

He has no need of repenting like a man needs to repent of his sins; because God has no sins. 

GOD REPENTS OF THE EVIL

Perhaps the difference will be more clearly seen once we rightly understand what God means by the phrase in Jonah: "God repented of the evil."  Let's turn to the book of Exodus, chapter 32, and read how Moses intercedes to God on behalf of his people Israel: 

(12b) ....turn from thy fierce wrath, and repent of this evil against thy people. (13) Remember Abraham, Isaac, and Israel, thy servants, to whom thou swarest by thine own self, and saidst unto them, I will multiply your seed as the stars of heaven, and all this land that I have spoken of will I give unto your seed, and they shall inherit it for ever. (14) And the LORD REPENTED OF THE EVIL which He thought to do unto His people. At the time that Israel fell into grievous idolatry when Moses was receiving the 10 commandments from the Lord----God expressed a desire to destroy His people Israel.  It would seem from an initial reading that it was only Moses intercession for the nation of Israel that stopped God from wiping them out. This idea is further strengthened when we read verses 30 thru 32 of the same chapter: (30) And it came to pass on the morrow, that Moses said unto the people, ye have sinned a great sin: and now I will go up unto the LORD; peradventure SHALL MAKE AN ATONEMENT FOR YOUR SIN. (31) And Moses returned unto the LORD, and said, Oh, this people have sinned a great sin, and have made them gods of gold. (32) Yet now, if thou wilt forgive their sin---; and if not, BLOT ME, I PRAY THEE, OUT OT THE BOOK WHICH THOU HAST WRITTEN.

Moses of course, is a clear picture of the Lord Jesus Christ in this passage: the thing that I would like for us to remember is that God "repented of the evil"; and in doing so He (God) sets up Moses as a strong figure of Christ.  Moses desires that God might not destroy Israel (a type of the body of believers) but (this is the point) that the evil that God intended for them fall upon himself. Another place where we read of God repenting of evil and sparing the populous is in the book of 2 Samuel, chapter 24: here David had numbered the people and as result God sent the Angel of the Lord which destroyed "from Dan even to Beersheba seventy thousand men (v.15)." In verse 16 we see God's hand 

fully prepared to strike: (16) And when the angel stretched out his hand upon Jerusalem to destroy it, the LORD REPENTED HIM OF THE EVIL, and said to the angel that destroyed the people, it is enough: stay now thine hand.  And the angel of the LORD was

by the threshing place of Araunah the Jebusite. What an awful fury God reveals to us in the Bible!  Time after time we read about God sending a plague, or sending forth the angel of the Lord to destroy great numbers of people.  Just think---70,000 Israelites died from this pestilence. We would all die (eternally) at the angel of the Lord's hand if it were not 

for God's great mercy in ---repenting of the evil against us.  As we look at verse 17 we can thank the Lord for sending His Son to die for us: (17) And David spake unto the LORD when he saw the angel that smote the people, and said, Lo, I have sinned, and I have done wickedly: but these sheep, what have they done?  Let thine hand, I pray thee, be against me, and against my father's house. Again we see the pattern: God repents of evil (or bringing judgement) and sets up a type of the Lord Jesus in the person of King David. King David asks that the Lord direct His wrath towards himself.  And seemingly in answer 

to this request----God spares those whom He intended to destroy. Now, as we return to the book of Jonah, let's read the verse in chapter 3, verse 10 once again: "And God saw their works, that they turned from their evil way; and God REPENTED OF THE EVIL, that He had said that He would do unto them: and He did it not." The spiritual context of Jonah, chapter 3 fits the pattern that we saw with Moses in Exodus 32; and with David in 2 Samuel 24; but the question is here in Jonah----what happened to the evil?  We have seen that when God repents of evil He sets up a type of the Lord Jesus in order that the intended evil (wrath of God) might not disappear in a vacuum; but instead by setting up a figure of Christ the evil is re-directed against the person representing the Lord Jesus.  God remains consistent with this pattern in the book of Jonah: please go to Interlinear Bible (if you have one) and take a very close look at Jonah, chapter 4, verse 1.   Lord willing, we will be looking at chapter 4 in the next message; and hopefully, we will see how Jonah has the evil that God repented of, directed towards him.

May the Lord richly bless you,

Chris McCann

Jonah Study #7

Dear Friends,

The first three chapters of the book of Jonah can be summarized this way: Chapter1----Spiritually points to Christ lowering Himself in becoming a man; and paints the picture of the atonement. Chapter2----Gives us a tremendous look at Christ's suffering under the wrath of God and how He obeyed even through the terrors of the 2nd death (eternal damnation). Chapter3----Christ is victorious over death, and as a result the believers carry the gospel into all the world (Nineveh is a type of the world).

The big question is---what is chapter 4 teaching us?  I know that Jonah chapter 4 was always very mysterious to me: what is it that God is trying to teach us in this hard to understand chapter?  If you remember, the last message we dealt with the idea of God repenting of the evil.  We saw that when God repents of evil against a nation or people: He normally sets up a type of Christ in order to divert His wrath from those whom He spares: we saw this with Moses in Exodus 32 and with David in 2 Samuel 24. The whole idea of repenting fits perfectly with God turning away His judgement from a nation (Israel) and turning that judgement upon the type of Christ (David).  I am sure that you have heard many times preachers describe repentance as a turning away from sin; and a turning towards God. This is a similar idea: God turns away His anger from those whom He ought to destroy-----AND GOD TURNS THAT WRATH TOWARDS THE ONE REPRESENTING CHRIST. Jonah, chapter 3 ended with God repenting of the evil; but where does God set up the type of Christ in order that His wrath might be appeased?  

JONAH CHAPTER 4

Unfortunately, the answer to this question can not be seen in our King James Bibles. Our KJV Bibles read this way in Jonah 4:1

"But it displeased Jonah exceedingly, and he was very angry."

This verse makes us wonder---is this a believer?  God did a great work of salvation and this prophet Jonah becomes angry.  This seems nothing like the attitude that a true child of God would have when others become saved (yes, even our enemies.  God tells us to love our enemies).  

I think the answer to why Jonah 4:1 reads so unusually, is because the translators had no idea what to do with the literal language of Jonah 4:1.  I am going to quote from Jay Green's Interlinear Bible on this text (remember, this is a literal reading of the Hebrew): "But it was a great calamity to Jonah's eye, and it kindled (anger---word not text, added by Green) in him." As you can see, the literal bears little resemblance to what we see in

our KJV. Now, let me further complicate things by letting you know that the word that J. Green translates as "calamity" is the identical Hebrew word to "evil" in v. 10 of chapter 3.  Also, the preposition used above "in him", would be better translated as either: "to" or "for him".   Now, after we make the substitutions that the Scriptures will allow for us to make: let's see how Jonah 4:1 reads:  But it was a great (evil) to Jonah's eye, and (wrath) was kindled to him.    Yes I know that this looks nothing like verse 1 in our English Bibles; but please find an interlinear and look at the wording of verse 1 yourselves.  You will see that the translators were genuinely puzzled by this language.  What does it mean that it (the Ninevites repenting) was a great evil to Jonah's eye?  And that wrath was kindled to him?  Surely, it must mean that he was angry, etc.  I think we might be able to see how they might have reasoned together regarding this awkward verse.   But we know that God sometimes writes the Bible awkwardly in order to reveal to us that we had better take a closer look at what He has written.  And once we look closely at Jonah 4:1 we again see a beautiful picture of the gospel.   Remember, God repented of the evil towards the Ninevites at the close of chapter 3: but where was that type of Christ?  Where would the wrath of God be directed? The answer is: that God's wrath is symbolically poured out against the prophet Jonah.    God uses the word "evil' in chapter 3, verse 10.  This same word is found in verse 1 in which Green translates it as "calamity" and the KJV translators do not translate it at all.   If Jonah is a type of Christ, then why does God say------it was a great evil to Jonah's eye? How are we to understand the reference to the eye?  I think that an account in the New Testament can help us to understand why God says "eye":  MT 6:23-"But if thine EYE be EVIL, thy whole body shall BE FULL OF DARKNESS, if therefore the light that is in thee be darkness, how great is that darkness!  When the Ninevites were spared by God----it was as though their sins (that God must judge) were placed symbolically upon Jonah.  This pictures Christ becoming sin for us.  "His own self bare our sins in His own body on the tree (1 Peter 2:24)".  The evil that the Ninevites committed was symbolically placed upon Jonah, so that his eye became evil.   O how evil the eye of Christ became when He took your multitude of sins upon Himself; and my multitude of sins upon Himself. How great was that darkness of sin when He took the whole company of God's elect sins upon Himself?    Can you see how God does remain consistent and sets Jonah up as a type of Christ? It was a great evil to Jonah's eye----and wrath was kindled to him.  Once Jonah symbolically takes on the sins of the Ninevites: he must also symbolically be the target of God's wrath.  

May the Lord richly bless you, 

Chris McCann
Jonah Study #8
Dear Friends,

If you remember, in the opening verse of Jonah, chapter 4, we saw in the original Hebrew language that verse 1 would be more correctly translated as---But it was a great evil to Jonah's eye; and wrath was kindled to him---this wording agreed very well with a Scriptural pattern that we saw with Moses in Exodus, chapter 32 & with David in 2 Samuel, chapter 24.  The pattern that Jonah follows is when God repents of evil (His judgement) against a people: He sets up a type of Christ who symbolically bears God's wrath; or is a recipient of the evil once intended for rebellious sinners.  I think that as we go on to the next couple of verses in Jonah we will see even more clearly how he is being pictured as the Lord Jesus Christ.

JONAH CHAPTER 4

In verse 2 the prophet Jonah, speaking under the inspiration of God, begins to give his response to the fact that God spared the inhabitants of Nineveh from utter destruction.  We read:

"...O LORD, was not this my saying, when I was yet in my country?  Therefore I fled before unto Tarshish: for I knew that thou art a gracious God, and merciful, slow to anger, and of great kindness, AND REPENTEST THEE OF THE EVIL."

Looking at this from a spiritual perspective, we have to wonder what the significance of Jonah saying that the content of the above verse was his "saying" while he was yet in his own "country"?   Once we understand that Jonah's fleeing to Tarshish represents Christ humbling Himself and becoming a man; then we can know that the reference to having this "saying" while yet in his "country" is actually referring to God's eternal plan to save His people before the world began. Jonah, came from Israel, the Promised Land (which is a type of heaven) and traveled to the wicked land of Nineveh.  Likewise, Christ the Lord, came down from His heavenly country (compare Heb 11:14-16 which speaks of heaven as a country); bringing the wonderful news of salvation with Him (the "saying" that Jonah refers to).   Please notice the reason that Jonah gives for fleeing to Tarshish:

"...for I knew that thou art a gracious God, and merciful..."

This is the reason that Christ became a man.  ; only because God is a gracious God.  Just as there was nothing in the Ninevites themselves that could have attracted Jonah to them---so there is nothing in any one of us that moved the Son of God to come and save us.   Why would God want to save any one of us?  Are you good? No! There is none good. Are you righteous? NO! There is none righteous. Do you understand and seek after God?

No! There is none that understandeth or seeketh after God. Why then would Christ want to save us? Think about it?  We are not good.  We are not kind.  We are not gentle.  We are not wise.  We are not faithful.  We are not lovely.  We possess no virtue.  We are not honest.  We are not just. The only reason that God will ever give that Christ came from His heavenly country in order to suffer and die the second death------is that "God is gracious, and merciful".  

Now, look again at the last part of verse 2:

"...of great kindness, and REPENTEST THEE OF THE EVIL."

Since God ties His grace, mercy, and kindness (all salvation words) to repenting of the evil: we can know that we are on the right track by understanding this phrase to mean: that God is saving you and turning His wrath away from you, and towards the Lord Jesus. 

  The words of verse 3 are so Messianic, that they seem to come out of the mouth of Christ Himself:  "Therefore now, O LORD, take I beseech thee, my life from me; for it is better for me to die than to live."  O how incredible is the infinite mind of God who hides such beautiful truths about His salvation plan within the story of a seemingly rebellious prophet.   The Lord Jesus Christ was not forced by the Father to become the Saviour of the world.  Christ was not reluctant to save a people for Himself; but rather, it was the supreme desire of Christ's heart that His life be given in exchange for the lives of desperately wicked sinners like you (if you are saved) and me.  Can you hear the Son of God strongly crying out for your soul?  "...TAKE I BESEECH THEE, MY LIFE FROM ME..." Because of  sin, a life must be taken.  The question is will it be Christ's life as a substitute for yours; or, will your life be taken from you (both body and soul) for evermore?    

May the Lord richly bless you, 

Chris McCann 
Jonah Study #9

Dear Friends,

One reason that the 4th chapter of the book of Jonah is so difficult to understand is because the translators were faced with some major difficulties themselves, regarding the wording in the original Hebrew language.  We saw for example, in verse 1, that the correct translation is: "But it was a great evil to Jonah's eye..." This wording seemed to make absolutely no sense to the translators: so they concluded that this was some type of Hebrew idiom, which meant that Jonah was angry because Israel's enemy was spared destruction.  

JONAH CHAPTER 4

Likewise, when we come to verse 4 we see that the translators were faced with another difficult concept in the original Hebrew: the KJV reads:

(4) Then said the LORD, doest thou well to be angry?  

Please check out what I am about to say in your Interlinear Bible.  It is always important to carefully examine any teaching for accuracy and truth; but it is even more important to do so when someone is referring to the original languages. In the English text underneath the original Hebrew, J. Green's Interlinear reads this way:

"And said Jehovah, rightly is anger (or wrath) kindled to you?"

Notice my friends that this sounds very little like our KJV Bibles. Also, notice that the original wording is consistent with verse 1, where we saw that Jonah was the object of God's wrath.  J. Green translates the preposition correctly in the text of the Interlinear; but he also decides that anger being kindled "to you" does not make sense; so,. in Green's literal translation found to the right of the text, he changes his own translation to read: "is anger rightly kindled in you?"  

RIGHTLY IS WRATH KINDLED TO YOU?

 Remember, verse 4 follows Jonah's remarkable statement at the end of verse 3:

"...it is better for me to die than to live."

This is the gospel message.  That Christ died for the ungodly (Rom 5:6).  It was supremely better for each child of God that the Lord Jesus left His heavenly throne and humbled Himself in becoming a man; and then died the 2nd death for you and I.  Following this enormous statement of God's love, we find Jehovah asking the question in verse 4:

"....rightly is anger (wrath) kindled to you?"

Is it right that holy God came down from heaven and suffered and died such a horrible death?  Is it right that men commit multitudes of wicked deeds, only to have Christ mercifully take all of those filthy sins upon Himself?  Is it good that the Father fulfilled all justice against guilty sinners by pouring out the fierceness of His rage against His Son?  Can it be just that the innocent One Himself died the death of the cursed; but the cursed ones themselves (those ordained to eternal life) will never die?   God asks us a fair question in verse 4: rightly is wrath kindled to Christ?    Of course, the Bible answers this question all over the place.  Yes, God declares that the idea of a substitute is in full accordance with the law of God.  It is good and just that God's wrath be poured out upon the spotless Lamb of God.  We know that God has accepted us in the beloved.  We know that we are now justified in the of God because it was right that wrath be kindled to Christ in our stead.  See Isaiah 53:11:  "He shall see of the travail of His soul, and shall be satisfied: by His knowledge shall my righteous servant justify many; for He shall bear their iniquities."  GOD'S WRATH KINDLED TO YOU? Finally, let's think about us.  Since we know that the answer to the question---rightly is wrath kindled to you?----is yes, it is right!  Then what about that day coming soon when wrath will be kindled to you if you do not know Christ as your Saviour?  When God casts you into the pit of hell for evermore, and you have been there it would seem forever (but never an eternity)---is it right that God has forsaken you?  Is God just to utterly consume your being (both body and soul) in everlasting torment?    My dear unsaved friend, if God declares the death of His Son to be just and right (and there we have the Just dying for the unjust: the Godly for the ungodly: the Innocent for the guilty): will it not be fulfilling of all justice to condemn you eternally to hell?  

May the Lord richly bless you, 

Chris McCann    

Jonah Study #10

Dear Friends,

Thus far in the book of Jonah, we have seen God use the prophet as a type of Christ in chapters 1 & 2.  As a picture of the believers sent into the world with the gospel in chapter 3; and in the early verses of chapter 4 Jonah again has become a clear type of the Lord Jesus. Beginning in verse 5 however, the Lord is presenting us with another representation of His gospel program.  The prophet Jonah will continue to typify Christ; but it will be from an entirely different perspective than we have previously seen in the book of Jonah.

JONAH CHAPTER 4

In order for us to understand verse 5, let's first go on and think about verse 6:

"And the LORD God prepared a gourd, and made it to come up over Jonah, that it might be a shadow over his head, to deliver him from his grief.  So Jonah was exceeding glad of the gourd."  

One thing that I think will immediately help us out is to understand that the word translated as "GRIEF"  above, is the identical word translated as "EVIL" in Jonah 3:10; and also the identical word that we found in verse one that the KJV translators left basically untranslated.   So, the gourd that comes up over Jonah's head is said to "deliver him from his EVIL." The word "deliver" is a salvation word that the Lord often uses throughout the Old Testament.  For example, Psalm 39:8 reads:

"Deliver me from all my transgressions..."

TEMPORARY DELIVERANCE

The gourd delivered Jonah from "his evil".  Since the word deliver is a salvation word, we might start wondering if Jonah is again a picture of the believers somehow being delivered from their sins?  But the answer to this idea must be no!  No way can the gourd represent some type of Christ and Jonah the believers being delivered from their sins; because we know that this gourd will wither and the evil that Jonah was delivered from finally fell upon him. As we look closely at verses 6 & 7 we see that the gourd provided only a temporary deliverance from the "evil"; and we know that when God saves His people it is for eternity.  Therefore, Jonah is not representing the body of believers in verse 6.  

THE DAY OF TEMPTATION

It is very interesting that the words of Jonah 4:6 sound very similar to what we find in the Lord's prayer in Matthew chapter 6:

(13) And lead us not into temptation, but DELIVER us from EVIL: 

Now, if we were to investigate the Scriptures we would find that the "temptation" mentioned above is referring to the trial at the day of judgement.  The prayer that each of us ought to pray is one that beseeches the Lord to lead us in the way of the Lord Jesus; and by doing so deliver us from the evil of judgement day.  Therefore, we can see, that what the Bible has in view by the idea of being delivered from evil---is being spared the experience of standing before God to give account of your sins (spared because Christ has already stood there on your behalf and has given the account for you).   This makes verse 6 of Jonah 4 all the more curious.  We suspect that the language is pointing us towards judgement day, and experiencing the wrath of God; but how then can Jonah's deliverance be only temporary?  

CHRIST SITS UNDER THE SHADOW

In verse 5, Jonah "made him a booth, and sat under it in the shadow...". The word "booth" is more often translated as TABERNACLE in the Old Testament. The book of Hebrews speaks of Christ as "A minister of the sanctuary, and of the true tabernacle, which the Lord pitched, and not man (Heb 8:2)." The language used in Hebrews of Christ pitching the tabernacle matches the idea of Jonah making to himself a "booth".  Jonah entered into this booth and sat under it in the shadow.  National Israel was instructed of God to build a tabernacle: and everything about that holy place foreshadowed the Lord Jesus Christ.  Let's go on and read verse 5 of the 8th chapter of Hebrews:

"Who serve unto the example and SHADOW of heavenly things, as Moses was

admonished of God when he was about to make the tabernacle: for, see, saith He, that thou make all things according to the pattern shewed thee in the mount."

Christ, in a figure, sat under the spiritual shadow of the tabernacle; and sat under the spiritual shadow of the holy of holies; and sat under the spiritual shadow of all the types and figures associated with the sacrificial system of worship instituted by God. 

THE GOURD REPRESENTS NATIONAL ISRAEL

The Gourd quickly grows over the head of Jonah and provides deliverance from "his grief (evil)".  Once we understand that Jonah, in verse 5, is a type of Christ as He was foreshadowed in the sacrificial system; then we can recognize the gourd as a type of National Israel.  First, of course, there was God's presence inside the holy of holies:then National Israel grew and flourished as a tender plant over the tabernacle's presence.  Let's go to Psalm 80, and read verses 8 thru 10:

(8) Thou hast brought a VINE OUT OF EGYPT: thou hast cast out the

heathen, and PLANTED IT.

(9) Thou preparedst room before it, and didst cause it to TAKE DEEP ROOT,

and it FILLED THE LAND.

(10) The hills were covered with THE SHADOW OF IT,....

From these verses we can see clearly that God does speak of National Israel as a type of a plant.  They are "a vine" taken "out of Egypt". 

NATIONAL ISRAEL PROVIDES TEMPORARY DELIVERANCE FOR CHRIST

Now perhaps, we can understand why the gourd provided only a temporary

deliverance for the prophet Jonah: the reason is that as long as National Israel was a flourishing vine: or to put it in other words: as long as National Israel were the people of God-------CHRIST WOULD NOT EXPERIENCE THE WRATH OF GOD AS HE ENDURED THE JUDGEMENT OF GOD FOR HIS PEOPLE'S SINS.  

How can we possibly know that we are on the right track?  Is there any other biblical evidence that will support this conclusion?  Yes.  Let's continue to read in verse 7 of Jonah chapter 4:

"But God prepared a worm when the morning rose the next day, and it smote the gourd that it withered."

Once the gourd withers (we will see in our next study of verse 8), the evil of God's judgement falls upon the head of Jonah.  This tells us that the Messiah would suffer for the sins of His people once the gourd withers away.  Therefore, as we look into the Bible, we ought to see a time relationship between the withering of the gourd and Christ's death on the cross.  Do we? Yes we do.  Turn to the gospel of Matthew, chapter 21:

(19) And when He saw a fig tree in the way, He came to it, and found nothing thereon, but leaves only, and said unto it, let no fruit grow on thee henceforward forever.  AND PRESENTLY THE FIG TREE WITHERED AWAY.

(20) And when the disciples saw it, they marveled, saying, how soon is the fig tree withered away!

The fig tree is a clear picture of National Israel.  What a coincidence it is that we find language in the Bible describing it withering away: just like a plant, or a gourd would wither away.  Matthew 21 is teaching us that God came to visit His people Israel, and found them in an unsaved condition.  They were bearing no fruit. Therefore, Christ pronounces a curse upon National Israel: that Israel would wither away as the fig tree had quickly withered away. Was National Israel cursed at the time that Christ pronounced this curse against the fig tree? The answer is no.  National Israel did not officially become cursed until the time when Christ hung on the cross.  They therefore did not wither away until the Lord Jesus was officially under the wrath of God.  Let's go to Matthew 27, verse 51:

"And, behold, the veil of the temple was rent in twain from the top to the bottom; and the earth did quake, and the rocks rent;"

I hope we can see the similarities between what we are reading in Jonah 4, and what happened between the relationship between Christ and National Israel? Once the fig tree (National Israel) withered away, or became cursed; then the Lord Jesus faced the judgement seat of God.   In Jonah, once the gourd withers away by God's decree; then the vehement east wind; and the sun beat upon the head of Jonah.

In the next message we will take a look at the "worm" which God used to " smote the gourd that it withered."

May the Lord richly bless you,

Chris McCann
Jonah Study #11

Dear Friends,

If you remember, in the last message we saw that the gourd represented National Israel.  Jonah, sitting under a booth in the shadow pictures the Lord Jesus Christ waiting for the fullness of time in the types and figures of the Old Testament's sacrificial system.   Once the gourd withers (National Israel--coming under the curse of God: typified by Christ cursing the fig tree) then, the sun beats upon the head of Jonah----------this illustrates 

the fact that once Christ endured wrath of God Israel ceased to be the holy people.  

JONAH CHAPTER 4

The fig tree represents National Israel: we have come to see that the gourd in the book of Jonah also typifies National Israel.  The fig tree was cursed by Christ and withered away (MT 21:19): in Jonah 4:7 we read that it is a "worm" that smites the gourd:

"But God prepared a WORM when the morning rose the next day, and it smote

the gourd that it withered."

THE WORM

How do we understand this verse? What does the worm typify?  The only way to find answers to these questions is by searching the rest of the Bible in order to, if God will, give us some additional insight. Let's go to Isaiah 66:

 (24) “And they shall go forth, and look upon the carcasses of the men that have transgressed against me: for their WORM shall not die, neither shall their fire be quenched; and they shall be an abhorring unto all flesh.”

This account in Isaiah of course, is a clear description of eternal damnation.  The book of Mark, in the New Testament, picks up this idea of the worm not dying in chapter 9: (43) “And if thy hand offend thee, cut it off: it is better for thee to enter into life maimed, than having two hands to go into hell, into the fire that never shall be quenched: (44) Where their WORM dieth not, and the fire is not quenched.” This phrase (their worm dieth not...) is mentioned 2 more times in MK 9:46 & 48. God is definitely linking the word "worm" to everlasting punishment.

Let's go to one more place before we return back the book of Jonah: turn to Psalm 22, verse 6; and remember this is a messianic Psalm: Christ is in view throughout:

"But I am a WORM, and no man; a reproach of men, and despised of the

people."

We know that God joins together the idea of a worm not dying and a person's torment who is damned to hell forevermore.  From the above verse in Psalm 22:6 we can also see that God identifies Christ as being a "worm". 

Therefore, since we know that Psalm 22 is a Messianic Psalm that teaches us about the suffering of Christ while under the wrath of God, we can know that Christ is called a worm because He did in fact suffer the equivalent of an eternity in hell for the sins of His people.  

It was the Lord Jesus Christ who pronounced the curse against the fig tree; and it was the Lord Jesus' death upon the cross that sealed National Israel's fate: the temple was rent in twain---the divorce was final. Likewise, in Jonah, chapter 4 we find that it is the worm (representing Christ) who smites the gourd so that it withers.  And once the gourd is withered (or National Israel is cursed) then the judgement of God can clearly be seen symbolically falling upon the head of Jonah in verse 8:

"And it came to pass, when the sun did arise, that God prepared a vehement east wind; and the sun beat upon the head of Jonah, that he fainted, and WISHED IN HIMSELF TO DIE, and said, IT IS BETTER FOR ME TO DIE THAT TO LIVE."

God is reminding us again and again as we read the Bible: that an eternity in hell awaits the sinner without Christ as his Saviour. Either the Lord Jesus has become a worm in your place; or you, poor sinner, will be so tormented by the agonies of an eternity in hell--- cast away from the presence of God: that you also will be likened to a worm that dieth not.  

May the Lord richly bless you,

Chris McCann

Jonah Study #12

Dear Friends,

We saw the last time, while looking at verse 7, that once the gourd withers: then God sets the elements against Jonah----and the language of verse 8 points us to someone who is very definitely under God's wrath:

(8) “And it came to pass, when the sun did arise, that God prepared a vehement east wind, and the sun beat upon the head of Jonah, that he fainted, and wished in himself to die, and said, it is better for me to die than to live.”

The east wind is spoken of in other places in the Bible: including Exodus 14, in verse 21:

"And Moses stretched out his hand over the sea; and the LORD caused the sea to go back by a STRONG EAST WIND all that night, and made the sea dry land, and the waters were divided."

Remember, when Moses led the Israelites through the Red Sea, that was a picture of the Lord Jesus leading His people into heaven.  The Red Sea represented hell; and when God parted it with a "strong east wind" this could only be done, spiritually speaking, by the Lord Jesus Christ dying for the sins of His people; it could only be accomplished by Christ paying the penalty of eternal damnation for each and every sinner He elected to salvation.  

THE SUN BEATS UPON JONAH'S HEAD

Many of us have experienced (temporarily) the scorching heat of the sun as it beats down upon us.  The sun in the Bible typifies God Himself: let's look at some verses that teach this:

Ps 84:11-"...the LORD God is a SUN and a shield:"

Malachi 4:2-"...shall the SUN of righteousness arise with healing in his wings;"

MT 17:2-"And was transfigured before them: and His face did shine as the SUN, and His raiment was white as the light."

We should not forget that our God is a "consuming fire (Heb 12:29)".  Therefore, God speaks of the day of judgement as a terrible time that "shall burn as an oven", and the unsaved "shall be stubble: and the day that cometh shall burn them up (Mal 4:1)."

Who among us can imagine the day of judgement?  Who can picture a tiny finite creature such as man, finally standing before the presence of

ALMIGHTY GOD?  

Men have loved darkness; and hated the light. But on the day of judgement, the brilliant light of the person of God Himself will demand that man give an account of all his evil deeds.  And then, God will pronounce a sentence fitting to the crime: man has loved

darkness----therefore, the Lord will cast him off into outer darkness forever. Man has hated the light, and has fled from God and His Word----therefore, the Lord will take away His light from them forevermore.  There shall be no gospel hope in the awful place that God has prepared for those who will suffer "everlasting contempt (Dan 12:2)."

GOD'S PREPARATION

One last thing: please notice that in Jonah 4:8, God speaks of preparing the east wind that afflicts Jonah.  This is the same word that we find in Jonah 1:17, where  read:

"...the LORD prepared a great fish to swallow Jonah."

We know that this historical event pictures the death of Christ.  We know from the New Testament that the Lord Jesus came in the fullness of time.  Everything about God's salvation program has been prepared.  Christ, Revelation 13:8 tells us: is a "Lamb slain from the foundation of the world." Jonah 4:6 says that is was God who "prepared a gourd."  And, verse 7 goes on to tell us that it was God who "prepared a worm."  God has long sufferingly brought the pieces of : His gospel mystery together.  He waited thousands of years (roughly 9000) before forming the nation of Israel who the gourd typifies.  He prepared them and then He prepared the worm---His Son, the Lord Jesus Christ----to smite the gourd that it would wither.  God is extremely patient; but, know this O man-----what God prepares will come to pass!   Let’s look at Psalm 9:7:

"But the LORD shall endure forever: HE HATH PREPARED HIS THRONE FOR

JUDGEMENT."  

God is preparing the world right now for the final judgement.  Soon, the protective gourd of this world will also wither quickly away.  The shadows will flee away; and you will find yourself (if you are not saved) in the valley of death itself.  

What will your thoughts be as you stand to answer for your sins?  Will you fumble around in your mind trying to remember some of the words of the gospel?  No!  You will be mad with fear and dread at what has come upon you.   God is fully prepared for the battle: what about you?

Amos 4:12-"Therefore thus will I do unto thee, O Israel: and because I will do this unto thee, PREPARE TO MEET THY GOD, O ISRAEL."

May the Lord richly bless you before that day,

Chris McCann

Jonah Study #13

Dear Friends,

The book of Jonah is truly a wonderful part of God's Word that teaches us through the use of historical parables, the great love and mercy of God towards rebellious sinners like you and me.   As God concludes this beautiful little book we will see how the Lord Jesus died for His people; but also that through His death Christ established the corporate church.  

JONAH CHAPTER 4

We saw earlier in verse 4 that instead of, "doest thou well to be angry?" The original Hebrew would be better translated----Is it right that wrath is kindled to you? Likewise, when we come to verse 9, we find the same phrase:

(9) And God said to Jonah, doest thou well to be angry for the gourd?  And he said, I do well to be angry, even unto death.

And again, as we look at the Hebrew we find the same wording: this wording again would be better translated as follows----RIGHTLY IS WRATH KINDLED TO YOU OVER THE GOURD? Now, this translation is consistent with what we have been learning in the book of Jonah; except for one thing: if the wrath kindled to Jonah has been thus far a type of God's wrath kindled to Christ for the sins of His people---how is it that wrath is kindled to Jonah (a type of Christ) over the gourd (a type of National Israel)?  

Let's put it another way: the wrath that falls upon Jonah is teaching a spiritual reality regarding the wrath that fell upon the Lord Jesus Christ.  Now, wrath was kindled to Christ in order that He suffer the punishment for the sins of His people: He paid the penalty of an eternity in hell for His elect.  Therefore, if wrath is kindled to Jonah over the gourd---is this teaching the spiritual reality that Christ died for the sins of National Israel?  No! We have to be very careful here.  This is the point where many who believe in comparing Scripture with Scripture; and in finding the spiritual meaning: tend to lose their way, and end up in error.   We are to compare Scripture with Scripture; and we are to look for the deeper spiritual meaning; but we must never forget that final safeguard that protects us from going off and drawing wrong conclusions------our conclusion must agree with everything else in the Bible.  We must have harmony.  The idea that Christ died for the sins of National Israel does not harmonize with other Scriptures (Christ cursing the fig tree for example): therefore, God is trying to teach us something else by this language in Jonah 4:9 which spiritually points to Christ saying,----it is good that wrath has been kindled to me over the gourd: even unto death.  

CHRIST'S DEATH ESTABLISHES THE CORPORATE CHURCH

Christ's death guaranteed the salvation of the entire company of the elect.  His death accomplished the salvation of the oldest of the Old Testament saints (Abel); and His death also accomplished the salvation of all the children of God up to and including our very own day.   Christ's death likewise established the purpose of the corporate church. 

The New Testament is very clear that if Christ died for your sins that you are eternally saved.  However, we also find language in the New Testament that indicates some of those whom Christ died for will perish-----the only way that this type of language can be harmonized with the rest of the Bible----is by understanding that Christ's death produced the outward, visible church; made up of saved and unsaved alike (the corporate church).

 go to a couple of verses in the book of 1 Corinthians, chapter 8:

(10) For if any man see thee which hast knowledge sit at meat in the idol's temple, shall not the conscience of him which is weak be emboldened to eat those things which are offered to idols;

(11) And through thy knowledge shall THE WEAK BROTHER PERISH, FOR WHOM CHRIST DIED?

The meat mentioned in verse 10 refers to divers and strange doctrines (cf.Heb 13:9).  If a child of God is caught fooling around with an interesting or exciting doctrine (like watching some far off preacher on the TV for example); and a weak brother happens to notice this---God is warning the true child of God: do not be the reason that an unsaved person in the corporate church is lead astray to a false gospel.  

THE WEAK BROTHER

We can know definitely that when God uses the phrase, "weak brother" He is referring to an unsaved person.  We can know this for several reasons: one is that verse 11 says that this weak brother will perish.  The context is very clear that this is not talking about physically dying. But rather, the context indicates that spiritual death is in view; or perishing in hell for evermore. Another reason that we can know that "weak brother" is referring to an unsaved person within the corporate church is because the Greek word translated as "weak" in 1Corinthians 8 is also translated as: diseased, impotent, and sick.  If you look up these words you will find that God associates these words with man's sin sick condition.  The weak brother is a SICK BROTHER because he is still IN HIS SINS. Finally, we can know that when God speaks about the weak brother He is referring to an unsaved person within the corporate church, because of what we learn in 1 Corinthians 8:12:

"But when ye sin so against the brethren, and wound their weak conscience, ye sin against Christ."

In this verse God identifies the location of our brother's weakness----it is in his CONSCIENCE.   The conscience is found in our spiritual make-up. God is saying that there are some within the corporate church that appear to be brothers and sisters; but, there is a sickness in their conscience.  There is a sickness in that part of them that ought to be pure; after all, remember, when we become saved God gives us a brand new

resurrected soul.  It is a sinless soul.  A perfect soul.  There is no sin sickness of any kind within the soul of the child of God.  Let's read about the difference in consciences between believers and unbelievers in the book of Titus: chapter 1:

(15) Unto the pure all things are pure: but unto them that are defiled and unbelieving is nothing pure; but even their MIND AND CONSCIENCE IS DEFILED.

God associates the mind (which is a synonym for the soul) along with the conscience.  Therefore, if we have a weak or sick conscience; we have a weak or sick soul. Some might get out their concordances (and I hope they do) and protest: what about the apostle Paul?  Did he not say that he was weak?  And isn't the same Greek word used there as in 1 Corinthians 8?   Yes, the apostle Paul did say that he was weak right in the next chapter of Corinthians, chapter 9:

(22) To the WEAK BECAME I AS WEAK, that I might gain the weak: I am made all things to all men, that I might by all means save some.

If what I said earlier is true: that the weak brother refers to an unsaved person within the congregation----how are we to understand it when Paul writing under the inspiration of God says "to the weak became I as weak"? Well, in order to find an answer for this we have to go to another verse, this time in the gospel of Mark, chapter 14:

(38b) The spirit truly is ready, but THE FLESH IS WEAK.

This was the case with Paul and with every child of God.  Our spirit is ready because we do possess that new spirit that our Father has graciously given to us. But, within our flesh resides no good thing.  We are still weak.  We are still sick in our flesh.  The apostle Paul can say, "to the weak became I as weak" because he was truly weak in the flesh.  So, when he was around sinners who were weak in both body and soul (that is, there were not saved), he would emphasize to them that he likewise was a sinner who still had to deal with a body of flesh. 1Corinthians 8 speaks very clearly that Christ's death also established the corporate church: "...shall the weak brother perish for whom Christ died?  This sinner is called a brother; and yet he never becomes saved.  This sinner is spoken of as being one for whom Christ died; and yet Christ's death avails him nothing because he perishes.  Was Christ's death a failure for this poor sinner?  Did Christ's death not have enough power to save this man? The only way that we can harmonize this verse with the Bible is by understanding that Christ's death produced the corporate church; and it  is in that sense that Christ died for this weak brother and for the many  weak brothers who will say, "Lord , Lord...." on the day of judgement.  

CHRIST'S DEATH ESTABLISHED NATIONAL ISRAEL

The language of the New Testament is clear: Christ's death did indeed establish the corporate church as well as pay for the sins of His people. Also, His death established the purpose of the Old Testament corporate church National Israel.  That is, National Israel was formed by God for the express purpose of bringing Christ through the family line of David in order that He might die the 2nd death for His people.   Therefore, as the Lord Jesus Christ is slain in principle from before the foundation of the world (Rev 13:8): His death was the foundation stone upon which even the Old Testament church, the nation of Israel was established.  

I believe that this is the way that we can understand the spiritual implications of Jonah, chapter 4, verses 9 & 10. Verse 9 tells us wrath is kindled to Jonah over the gourd.  This pictures Christ dying to establish the church (both Old Testament & New Testament).   Verse 10 assures us that even though wrath has been kindled over the gourd; no work has been done for the gourd.  And that this gourd did perish.  Let's read verse 10:

"Then said the LORD, thou hast had pity on the gourd, for the which THOU HAST NOT LABOURED, neither madest it grow; which came up in a night, and PERISHED  in a night."

Spiritually, Christ did no work or labour of saving those in the corporate church.  Therefore, they will perish like this gourd.  Yes it says that Jonah typifying Christ: had "pity" on the gourd.  And we know that Christ also wept over Jerusalem; but His weeping was because He takes no pleasure in the death of the wicked. 

My friend, each of us has to been absolutely certain of the answer to this question: did Christ die for your sins; or did He die that you might spend your days as a weak brother----only to perish eternally for your sins?  

May the Lord richly bless you, Chris McCann 

Jonah Study #14

Dear Friends,

We saw in verses 9 & 10 (of Jonah 4) that Christ's death was sufficient to establish the corporate church; but verse 10 was very clear in pointing out the fact that Christ did no labour of paying the price of God's wrath for the many who are called:

"...thou hast had pity on the gourd, for the which THOU HAST NOT LABOURED,..."

In verse 11, the final verse of this book, God brings the focus back to the salvation of His chosen people.

JONAH CHAPTER 4

The great mercy of God shines throughout the book of Jonah; but especially so in this last verse:

(11) And should not I spare Nineveh, that great city, wherein are more than six score thousand persons that cannot discern between their right hand and their left hand; and also much cattle?

In order to understand what the Lord means by the language of sparing Nineveh, let's go to some verses that tell us what happens if God does not spare:

2 Peter 2:4-"For if God SPARED NOT THE ANGELS THAT SINNED, but cast them down to hell, and delivered them into chains of darkness, to be reserved judgement;"

2 Peter 2:5-"And SPARED NOT THE OLD WORLD, but saved Noah the eighth person, a preacher of righteousness, bringing in the flood upon the world of the ungodly;"

Also, turn to the book of Romans, chapter 8:

(32) He SPARED NOT HIS OWN SON, but delivered Him up for us all, how

shall He not with Him also freely give us all things?  

The above verses are clear.  If God does not spare you then you will come under His awful wrath.  The angels were not spared----they were cast down into hell.  The old world was not spared----they were destroyed in a judgement that pictures God destroying man at the end of the world.  The Son of God was not spared----we know that Christ paid the penalty of an eternity in hell for all those whom He would save.  

O the great mercy of God to work out this tremendous salvation program.  The Lord could have simply condemned us all.  God could have justly and righteously SPARED NO ONE.  He could have cast us all down to hell and gone on to create some other world, full of creatures much more faithful and lovely. Of course we know that the Lord did make provision through the death of His Son to save a people for Himself.  We know that God looks down upon every generation of man and decides to spare one of His lost sheep here; and one there.  

HIS MERCY ENDURETH FOREVER

If any out there are not yet sure if they are a child of God; then may you cry to the Lord that He might mercifully spare you from the eternal punishment that you rightly deserve.  Cry out as the Ninevites cried out: forget your pride.  Forget the stubbornness of your own understanding---cry out for God's mercy while you can.

Neh 13:22b-"....spare me according to the greatness of thy mercy."

Are the riches of this world worth an eternity in hell?  Where will your car be after this world is melted with fervent heat?  Where will your house be once God strips it from you on that last day?  What of all your things?  What of this wonderful toy the computer? 

 Listen to the Word of the Lord.  Listen to the One who Knows what the future holds for you---the One who knows where your soul is going to spend an entire eternity:

James 5:2-5

(2)Your riches are corrupted, and your garments are moth-eaten.

(3) Your gold and silver is cankered; and the rust of them shall be a witness against you, and shall eat your flesh as it were fire.  Ye have heaped treasure together for the last days.

(4) Behold, the hire of the labourers who have reaped down your fields,  which is of you kept back by fraud, crieth: and the cries of them which have reaped are entered into the ears of the Lord of Sabbath.

(5) Ye have lived in pleasure on the earth, and been wanton; ye have nourished your hearts, as in a day of slaughter.

The Lord beseeches you, dear sinner, to cry out for His mercy.  Cry out in the bondage of your sin.  Cry out even as that most precious of sins has wrapped itself around you and bound you in terrible cords of iniquity.  Each day your sins:( that rule over you and reign over you like the most dominant of monarchs): are bringing you perhaps a giant step closer to the reality of eternal damnation.  Cry out as the publican in Luke 18:

(13) And the publican, standing afar off, would not lift up so much as

his eyes unto heaven, but smote upon his breast, saying, GOD BE MERCIFUL

TO ME A SINNER.

Cry out for a hatred of sin.  Cry out that God might give you all of the good and perfect gifts that come down from above.  Cry out that God would turn you from your sin; that you might be able to turn.  Cry out that Christ would give you the gift of His faith, that you might believe.  Cry out for sight, for ears to hear, for the spiritual life that only God can give.  See Matthew 9:

(27) And when Jesus departed thence, two blind men followed Him, crying, and saying, thou Son of David, have mercy on us.

Perhaps you have cried out in the past?  Perhaps you have cried out and then waited a period of time; but nothing seemed to have happened.  You still remain in your sins and under the wrath of God.  If this is your case, then there is only one thing left for you to do----cry out all the more!

Turn to Psalm 6:3,4

(3) My soul is also sore vexed: but thou, O LORD, how long?

(4) Return, O LORD, deliver my soul: oh save me for thy mercies' sake.

Who can tell, my friend, "if God will turn and repent, and turn away from His fierce anger, that (you) perish not"?

May the Lord richly bless you,

Chris McCann
