Falsely Accused

Acts 24:1-25:12

Our dear friend George was falsely accused and on trial for heresy. My husband prayed fervently that God would shut their mouths, that he would bind their efforts, and that truth would prevail and bring freedom. He asked God to confound their actions so that their own words would bring out the truth and show up their false accusations.

God chose to do what Andy asked for… and George was exonerated in a dramatic fashion. The words of the accusers brought condemnation on them. The defense did not even have to present their case.

The pain, however, in being falsely accused is great. And the damage was not easily repaired. But George’s consistent godly response throughout the whole ordeal reminded me of Jesus and Paul when they were falsely accused.

1. How do you usually respond when you are falsely accused?

2. Read Acts 24:1-27. What are the accusations brought against Paul by the Jews?

3. What does the extent of the flattery lavished upon Felix tell you about the accusers?

4. How would you describe Paul’s defense? (Consider the content and the attitude and tone.)

5. What do you think is the significance of the fact that Felix was well acquainted with the Way (v. 22)?

6. Why do you think Felix responded to the gospel as he did?

7. When have you known someone to respond to the proclamation of the gospel as Felix did?

What might this mean?

8. Read Acts 25: 1-12. Two years have passed since his trial, and Festus has become the new governor. The Jews have not given up. They continue to plot to kill Paul and ask Festus to have him transferred to Jerusalem. Festus refuses and tells the Jewish leaders to come to Caesarea for the trial. What evidence is there in this passage that Festus knows that Paul is innocent?

9. Why does Festus suggest that Paul go back to Jerusalem to be on trial?

10. How does Paul respond? Why?

11. Describe a time you have been falsely accused because of your faith.

12. What can you learn about how to respond to accusers from the way Paul responded to his accusers?

