God at Work

Acts 22:22-23:35

Being under God’s protection is not a guarantee of physical safety. Being under his protection does guarantee that our Father is with us, has purpose for us and that nothing happens to us that does not come through his hands. We can live with confidence that our life on earth will not end until that purpose for us is complete. And that ultimately we will end up safe and protected in heaven. Paul was so sure of God’s hand in his life that he continued to move out boldly with the message of Jesus Christ in spite of physical danger intensifying. 

1. What are ways that you’ve seen God working in someone’s life?

2. Read Acts 22:22-23:35. Throughout this passage, we can see God’s hand in the circumstances of Paul’s life, protecting and directing him. In Acts 22:22-29 what is the source of the conflict?

What is it that protects Paul?

3. In 23:1-10, what is the source of the conflict?

How is Paul protected?

4. Why was Paul struck on the mouth for saying, “My brothers, I have fulfilled my duty to God in all good conscience to this day” (23:1)?

What was he claiming about himself?

5. What would you say is your purpose in life?

6. In Acts 23:12-25 the Jews are frustrated because they cannot get rid of Paul through the law, so they decide to ambush and kill him on their own. How is Paul protected?

7. We have observed God’s protection of Paul. How do we see God’s care for Paul in a more direct and supernatural way in 23:11?

8. Think about God’s hand in your life and ministry. How have you seen him work to protect and direct you toward his will?

9. What do you learn about Claudius Lysias in Acts 23:23-30?

10. How does Claudius Lysias present a picture of our own human nature?

11. In what ways do you need to grow in humbly acknowledging God’s hand in your life?

12. How has your hope for God’s will to be done in you been affected by looking at God’s hand in Paul’s life?

