Facing Opposition

Acts 21:1-22:21

Five young men sang:

“We rest on Thee – our Shield and our Defender!

We go not forth alone against the foe;

Strong in Thy strength, safe in Thy keeping tender,

We rest on Thee and in Thy name we go.

“Yea, in Thy name, O Captain of salvation!

In Thy dear Name, all other names above;

Jesus our Righteousness, our sure foundation,

Our Prince of glory and our King of love.

“We go in faith, our own great weakness feeling,

And needing more each day Thy grace to know:

Yet from our hearts a song of triumph pealing;

We rest on Thee, and in Thy name we go.

“We rest on Thee our Shield and our Defender!

Thine is the battle, Thine shall be the praise

When passing through the gates of pearly splendour,

Victors – we rest with Thee, through endless days.”

as they went to their death, taking the gospel of Jesus Christ to the Auca Indians. Like Paul, knowing that death was a very real possibility, they did not turn aside from what they knew God wanted them to do.

1. When have you been warned that something you were about to do could be dangerous?

How did you feel?

2. Read Acts 21:1-26. Describe the warnings to Paul concerning going to Jerusalem (vv. 4, 10-12).

3. How did Paul respond to these warnings (vv. 5, 13)?

4. How do you think those observing Paul were affected by his single-mindedness?

5. Think of a person you know who is focused on obeying God. How are you affected by his/her obedience?

6. Paul arrives in Jerusalem, is greeted by the elders and reports what God has done through his ministry. What are the elders concerned about for Paul (vv. 20-25)?

7. How does Paul demonstrate his desire to be at one with the Jewish Christians (v. 26)?

8. Read Acts 21:27-22:21. Note how Paul was treated with mob hysteria, assumption and false evidence (21:27-36,38). How does he respond to all of this (21:37-22:21)?

9. Let’s look more closely at his defense. What is the significance of his addressing the listeners as “brothers and fathers”?

10. What other qualities do you see in this defense?

11. How do you usually respond when you find yourself in conflict because of obedience to God?

12. What have you seen in this passage that will help you become more single-minded in your obedience to God’s will?

