Paul’s Farewell

Acts 20:13-38

(from “ACTS” by Phyllis J. Le Peau)

“I will see you in heaven.” I nodded, gave him a hug and a kiss and walked away from his bedside. When I left the room, I wept.

Although it was twenty years ago that I said goodbye to Pop Z, the memory is still deep in my heart.

In this chapter we will enter into weeping as Paul says his final goodbye to the elders at Ephesus. He knows that more hardship and prison await him in Jerusalem. And he will never see the faces of these elders again.

1. Imagine what it would be like to say goodbye to someone knowing that you would never see them again. Describe your thoughts and feelings.

2. Read Acts 20:13-38. What do you feel as you read through this passage?

3. What does Paul say about his ministry to the Ephesians (vv. 18-21, 26-27, 31, 33-35)?

4. Which of these do you want to be able to say at the end of your own life? Why?

5. What steps do you need to take now in order to be able to do so?

6. What are Paul’s priorities (vv. 22-25)?

7. How do your priorities compare and contrast with his?

8. What instructions did Paul give to the leaders of the church at Ephesus (vv 28-31)?

9. According to verse 32, why can Paul leave them with confidence?

10. In summary, according to this passage, why would Paul be able to say with integrity and humility to these leaders, “Follow my example. Do as I have done”?

11. Who is in your spiritual care? Your children?

12. How are you preparing those that you nurture spiritually so that you can leave them with this same confidence?

