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Abstain From All Appearance of Evil
1 Thessalonians 5:22
The Greek word used for "appearance" is eidos, which means "a form" or "a shape." The word here means abstain from all kinds of evil---from every shape, development, and form of it---from everything that is evil in whatever shape it appears.
I. We are not only to abstain from all evil, but from everything which seems evil. Avoid everything that seems evil to the world.
II. PROBLEMS IN OBEYING THIS.
1. We live in a carping, cavilling, censorious world. The world has a strong sympathy with evil and a desire that everybody above its temperature should be reduced as low as itself (2 Peter 2:2; 1 John 3:12-13).

2. We have an evil nature which constantly seeks to lead us into evil (Matthew 7:17-18; 12:35; Romans 7:19). Our old nature is not completely subdued and sanctified.

3. We live in an evil day (Ephesians 5:16; 6:13).

4. We may do good and still be criticized by the world (Romans 14:16).

5. To obey the text is difficult. We are not always successful at our attempts, but it always remains as our duty (Job 28:28; Psalms 37:8; Proverbs 3:7; Isaiah 1:16).

III. THINGS WHICH ARE EVIL.
1. There are many things which are known to be wrong. They are positively forbidden by the laws of Heaven, and the world more or less concurs in the sentiment that they are wicked (Exodus 20:3-4, 7-8, 12-17).

(1) We must not let the majority influence us to do evil (Exodus 23:2).

(2) We must avoid an evil way (Psalms 119:101; Proverbs 4:14, 27; 2 John 11).

(3) We must avoid evil companions (Proverbs 24:1; 1 Corinthians 15:33).

(4) We must avoid an evil heart of unbelief (Hebrews 3:12).

(5) We must think no evil (1 Corinthians 13:5), speak no evil (Titus 3:2; James 4:11; 1 Peter 3:10) and do no evil (Romans 12:9, 17, 21).

(6) Pray to be delivered from evil (Luke 11:4) and pray that others may be also (2 Corinthians 13:7; 2 Thessalonians 3:3).
IV. (7) Job shuned evil (Job 1:1, 8; 2:3). We must hate evil, not love it (Psalms 97:10).
V. THINGS WHICH APPEAR EVIL.
1. Our usefulness in the world is very much dependent on appearances. We exercise a more powerful influence by what we appear, than by what we say or do in the world.
2. "I do right, and do not care what the world thinks about me." We must be concerned with what impression we may leave on others (Romans 14:16). We can bring reproach upon the name of Christ.
3. We may cause others to make an unfavorable judgment of us by something indiscreet in our conduct (1 Peter 3:10- 17).
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