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Man's Will

1 Samuel 8

v. 1 
- Samuel was a judge called by God from his childhood (1 Samuel 3) and now he is old. His character was such that nobody could bring anything against him (1 Samuel 12:1-5). 

- May God grant that we can all have that kind of character, that we may be blameless before men! Samuel appointed his sons to replace him as judges over Israel.

v. 2
- We are introduced to Samuel's sons(Joel (Jehovah is his God) and Abijah (Worshipper of Jah, i.e. Yahweh). However, we shall see that Jehovah is not their God, nor do they worship Him with a true heart.

v. 3
- Samuel was a good judge, but his 2 sons were not. Rather, they were unjust judges(a contradiction in terms. They were corrupt and greedy men. 

- How often do we find children of righteous, God-fearing parents straying away from God! Some, by God's grace, are brought back to paths of righteousness, but others persevere in their sins. Godly parents ( Godly children. 

- A greater judgement remains for those who receive righteous guidance but persist in doing evil(for their blood shall be upon their own heads. 

- On the other hand, there are those who walk in the ways of God though their parents do not. Saul's son, Jonathan, is a good example. Ungodly parents ( Ungodly children.

v. 4
- The elders of Israel gathered and came to Samuel at Ramah (at which he made his centre of ministry, i.e. the high court of Israel, 1 Samuel 7:17).

v. 5
- They asked for a king to judge over them, giving the sons of Samuel as an excuse. 

- We see later that God had planned to give them a king in David. However, their motive was wrong, for they asked for a king that they might be "like all the nations". But they are not meant to be like the other nations! They are called to be a holy people of God (Dent. 7:6).

- As Christians, we are called to be "a chosen generation, a royal priesthood, an holy nation, a peculiar people; that ye should show forth the praises of him who hath called you out of darkness into his marvellous light" (2 Peter 2:9). Do we follow that calling, or do we choose to live as those without God in this world?

- Man's tendency is to do our own will, without regard for God's will for us. The Bible calls us depraved in mind (1 Timothy 6:5). We are held by the devil to do his will (2 Timothy 2:26). 

- Only when we submit to the Lordship of Christ in our lives will our will be conformed to His, and this only by the grace of God and not our own merit. We may learn to say like our Lord, "yet, not my will but yours be done." (Luke 22:42).

v. 6
- This displeased Samuel, because he felt that it was a mistrust of himself. Out of his anguish, he prayed to God, seems like the normal thing for him to do. 

- Do we turn to God in our anguish, or do we attempt to handle everything ourselves?

v. 7
- God comforted him by saying that it was not Samuel that the Israelites rejected, but God Himself. Yet God told Samuel to listen to their voice, i.e. do as they asked. 


- Do we also reject God by neglecting the voices of those who give us godly counsel (e.g. preachers, older brothers/sisters-in-Christ, parents, etc)? 

- God may give us up to our own desires, but be not deceived, God's judgement is sure. Delay in judgement does not imply that He approves of our deeds. In this case, the Israelites will see for themselves the kind of king they have chosen for themselves.

v. 8
- God informed Samuel that the Israelites were just repeating their former ways of forsaking God, as their forefathers did after the exodus from Egypt. He comforted Samuel by letting him know that He had experienced the same desertion that Samuel now felt.


- Man's will never changes for the better: we will always want our ways. That much is clear from the way the same attitude towards God is exhibited in two different generations of Israelites. We will not learn from history, but are insistent in trying out our own ways in our own wisdom.

v. 9
- God commanded Samuel to grant them their wish. However, there is a warning attached to it, for it is not God's will for them. 

v. 10 
- Samuel spoke all the words of the Lord to the people. He did not hold back anything for fear of offending them. His purpose was to please God and not men.

v. 11-17
- The king was foreseen to subscript men into his armed forces, crop harvest force, weapon factory, and women to be perfumers, cooks, bakers. Also, land will be enlisted for his use. He will tax them and use the people in their households as labourers in his household. 

- Basically, the people asked for a king so they can be like the world. And that's how a king from another nation treats his subjects. They see the outward glory of having a king, but do not realise the things that these nations have to go through if the king is a tyrant. 

- In the same way, we like to have our own ways because we see how others are prospering in theirs. But do we see the helplessness, the lostness and the insecurity that the world faces in a life without God.

v. 18
- God's warning is that when they finally realised their mistake and cry to Him for relief, it will be too late. They were given a final chance to change their minds and turn back to God.

v. 19
- But they did not. We tend to be insistent on our own ways, refusing to listen to sound, godly counsel.

v. 20
- They re-stated their intentions(to be like the other nations, to win glory and honour through war. They were willing even to lose their freedom to gain this prestige.

v. 21
- Samuel repeated their words to God, to seal the agreement with Him.

v. 22
- God repeated His command to give them a king as they had asked, and Samuel sen t the elders back to their homes.
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