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Sounds & Tones:

The hardest thing about writing Chinese is remembering hundreds of characters! The hardest thing
about speaking Chinese is debatable between the grammar and the tones. Of course, the CDs or
audio cassettes repeat the 1000 sentences contained in this book, and as you listen and follow along
in the text, you learn grammar, word order, how to pronounce words and tone them, too.

Mandarin Chinese has 4 specific tones and 1 neutral tone, also called the “Natural Tone,” which
equals 5 tones. Since the Natural Tone is rarely used as well as actually having no real tone mark,
there are essentially 4 tones. Once you learn the 4 tone marks you should mentally note the tone
for each word while listening to the Chinese speaker. As skeptical as some English speakers may be
in accepting this, you oftentimes will not be understood by Chinese people unless you correctly
tone your words. Sometimes the same spelling results in 4 different words according to how you
tone the spelling (the word). The best example of this is the Pinyin word and sound, “mai.”

“Mii” 3 Tone means to “buy.” “Mai” 4™ Tone means to “sell.” So are you buying or selling?
That depends on how you tone it! So the importance of learning this section, Sounds & Tones,
cannot be overemphasized! Although you will be inundated with sounds and tones in the hundreds
of words and sentences which follow in the textbook and on the talking CDs or audio cassettes ---
if you are serious about learning Chinese, you should repeat this section over and over until you
really have these sounds and tones down! These are the “syllables” of Chinese. They are the
building blocks for every Chinese word you use. By learning these first you expedite your

learning process so that you can concentrate more on memorizing vocabulary, and then on using
that vocabulary in correct sentence syntax: grammar.

Instructions: To prevent you from getting lost in this section (which would be easy to do because
so many of these sounds are similar), the male American speaker spells the beginning syllable at the
start of each set. This makes it easy for you to differentiate when a new set starts. Simply listen for
the male voice. To discern which set the CD or tape is on, simply find the beginning spelling of

any set. “B - e - 1” for example makes it easy to locate the “ay” group in the textbook. The Chinese
female speaker goes through each set once. The Natural Tone, when represented, is said first.

Then 1* Tone through 4™ Tone. Any tone not represented of course is not said. Sometimes a sound
has only one tone, such as 4™ Tone, so pay attention and mentally-note what tones go with what
syllables. In Mandarin, each syllable has it’s own spelling and sound - different from other syllables.
After the Chinese female speaker pronounces and tones each syllable, you should repeat

the pronunciation and the tone as closely as possible to how she pronounced it, to how she toned it.

English Natural Tone 1% Tone 2™ Tone 3" Tone 4" Tone
a a a a

b-a ba ba ba ba ba

c-a ca

d-a da da da da

f-a fa fa fa fa fa
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English Natural Tone 1* Tone 2" Tone 3" Tone 4" Tone
g-a ga ga

h-a ha ha ha

l-a la la la la la
m-a ma ma ma ma ma
n-a na na na na
p-a pa pa pa
s-a sa sd sa
t-a ta ta ta
w-a wa wa wa wa wa
y-a ya ya ya ya ya
z-a za za

c-h-a cha cha cha cha
s-h-a sha sha sha sha
z-h-a zha zha zha zha

0 0 0 0

b-o bo bo bo bo bo
f-o o

m-o mo mo mo mo
p-o po po po po

EEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEENENI]
e € ¢é ¢ €

c-¢ ce



c-h-e

s-h-e

z-h-e

Natural Tone 1% Tone 2" Tone
de de
ge g¢
hé hé
ke ké
le
ne
te
ye ye
z¢
che
shé
zh& zh¢é

ai ai
bai bai
cai cai
dai

gai

hai hai

3" Tone

v

al

bai

4" Tone

ge
he

ke

ne
ré
S€
te
ye
7€
ché
shé

zhé

ai

bai
cai
dai
gai

hai



English Natural Tone

z-a-1
c-h-a-i
s-h-a-1

z-h-a-1

1% Tone

kai

sai
tai
wai
zai
chai
shai

zhai

2" Tone

lai

mai

pai

chai

zhai

3" Tone

kdi

shai

zhai
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4" Tone

lai

mai

shai

zhai

l-e-1

m-e-1i

béi

fei

péi

féi

péi

béi

déi

féi

bei

fei
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English Natural Tone 1% Tone 2" Tone 3" Tone 4" Tone
w-e-1 wei weéi wel wei
z-e-1 z€é1

s-h-e-i shéi

z-h-e-i zhéi
NN EEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEENEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEE]
a-o ao ao ao ao
b-a-o bao bao bao bao
c-a-0 cao cao cdo

d-a-o dao dao dao
g-a-0 gao gdo gao
h-a-o hao hdo hao
k-a-o kdo kao
l-a-o0 lao lao ldo lao
m-a-o mao mao mao mao
n-a-o nao nao nao
p-a-o pao pao pao pao
r-a-o rao rao rao
S-a-0 sao sS40 Sao
t-a-o tao tao tao tao
y-a-0 yao yao yao yao
Z-a-0 Zao0 740 7a0

c-h-a-o chao chao chdo chao
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English Natural Tone 1% Tone 2" Tone 3" Tone 4" Tone
s-h-a-o shao shao shao shao
z-h-a-o0 zhao zhao zhao zhao

o-u ou ou ou
c-0-u cou
d-o-u dou dou dou
f-o-u fou fou

g-0-u gou gdu gou
h-o-u hou hou hou
l-0-u lou 16u 16u 1ou
m-o-u mou mou mou
p-o-u pou pou

r-o-u rou rou rou
S-0-u sou sou sou
t-o-u tou téu tou tou
y-0-u you you you you
Z-0-U zou zOu zOu zou
c-h-o-u chou chou chou chou
s-h-o-u shou shou shou
z-h-o-u zhou zhou

a-n an an

b-a-n ban ban ban
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English Natural Tone 1% Tone 2" Tone 3" Tone 4" Tone
c-a-n can can can can
d-a-n dan dan dan
f-a-n fan fan fan fan
g-a-n gan gan gan
h-a-n han han han han
k-a-n kan kan kan
l-a-n lan lan lan
m-a-n man man man
n-a-n nan nan nan
p-a-n pan pan pan
r-a-n ran ran

s-a-n san san san
t-a-n tan tan tan tan
w-a-n wan wan wan wan
y-a-n yan yan yan yan
z-a-n zan zan zan
c-h-a-n chan chan chan chan
s-h-a-n shan shan shan shan shan
z-h-a-n zhan zhan zhan zhan zhan
e-n én

b-e-n ben bén bén bén

Cc-€-n cen cen



English Natural Tone

f-e-n

g-e-n

h-e-n

k-e-n

m-c-n men

n-c-n

p-e-n

r-€-n

S-C-n

w-€-n

Z-€-n

c-h-e-n

s-h-e-n

z-h-e-n

1% Tone

fen

gen

meén

sén
weén
zén
chen
shén

zhén

2" Tone

fén

hén

mén

pén

rén

weén

chén

3" Tone

shén

zhén
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4" Tone

fen
gen

hén

meén

nen

ren

wen

chén

shén

zhén

a-n-g
b-a-n-g bang
c-a-n-g
d-a-n-g
f-a-n-g
g-a-n-g
h-a-n-g

k-a-n-g

ang

bang
cang
dang
fang

gang

kang

ang

cang

fang

hang

kang

bang

déng

fang

ging

kang

ang

bang

dang
fang
gang
hang

kang
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English Natural Tone 1% Tone 2" Tone 3" Tone 4" Tone
l-a-n-g lang lang lang
m-a-n-g mang mang

n-a-n-g nang nang

p-a-n-g pang pang pang
r-a-n-g rang rang rang rang
s-a-n-g sang sang sang
t-a-n-g tang tang tang tang
w-a-n-g wang wang wang wang
y-a-n-g yang yang yang yang
z-a-n-g zang zang
c-h-a-n-g chang chang chang chang
s-h-a-n-g shang shang shang
z-h-a-n-g zhang zhdng zhang
b-e-n-g béng béng béng béng
c-e-n-g céng

d-e-n-g deng déng déng
f-e-n-g feng féng féng feng
g-e-n-g geéng geéng geéng
h-e-n-g héng héng heéng
k-e-n-g kéng kéng

l-e-n-g leng leéng léng léng leng
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English Natural Tone 1% Tone 2" Tone 3" Tone 4" Tone
m-e-n-g méng méng méng meng
n-e-n-g néng neng
p-e-n-g péng peng péng peng
r-e-n-g réng réng

s-e-n-g seng

t-e-n-g téng

w-e-n-g weng weéng weng
z-e-n-g zéng zeng
c-h-e-n-g chéng chéng chéng cheng
s-h-e-n-g shéng shéng shéng shéng
z-h-e-n-g zhéng zhéng zhéng

c-1 c1 ci ci ci
r-1 ri
s-1 s1 si si
z-1 71 zi zi
c-h-1 chi chi chi chi
s-h-i shi shi shi shi shi
z-h-i zhi zhi zhi zhi

b-1i b1 bi bi bi

d-i di di di di



30

English Natural Tone 1% Tone 2" Tone 3" Tone 4" Tone
J-1 J1 Ji Ji Ji

1-i li It li I li

m-i mi mi mi mi

n-i ni ni ni

p-1 p1 pi pi pi

q-i qt qi qi qi

t-1 11 ti ti ti

X-1 X1 xi X1 xi

y-i yi yi yi yi

j-i-a jia jia jia jia
l-i-a lia

g-i-a qia qia qia qia
X-i-a Xia xia xia

b-i-e bie bié bié bié
d-i-e die dié

j-i-e jie jié jié jié
l-i-e lie lié lig lie
m-i-¢ mié mié
n-i-¢ nié nie



English Natural Tone 1% Tone 2" Tone 3" Tone 4" Tone
enghisn

X-1-€ X1€ X1€ X1€ Xi€

b-i-a-o biao bido

d-i-a-o diao diao
j-1-a-o jiao jido jido jido
l-i-a-0 lido lido lido liao
m-i-a-o0 miao miao mido miao
n-i-a-o nido niao
p-i-a-o piao pido pido piao
q-i-a-o qiao qi4o qido qiao
t-1-a-0 tiao tido tido tido
X-1-a-0 X130 X140 X180 X130

d-i-u dit

j-i-u jit jit jiu
l-i-u lit lia lit lin
m-i-u miu
n-i-u nit nin niu niu
g-i-u qit qia qiu

X-1-u X1 Xiu Xiu
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English Natural Tone 1% Tone 2" Tone 3" Tone 4" Tone
b-i-a-n bian bidn bian
d-i-a-n dian dian dian
j-i-a-n jian jidn jian
l-i-a-n lian lian lian
m-i-a-n mian midn mian
n-i-a-n nian nian nian nian
p-i-a-n pian pian pian
g-i-a-n gian gian qian gian
t-i-a-n tian tian tian

X-1-a-n xian xian xian xian

b-i-n bin bin
j-i-n jin jin jin
l-i-n lin lin lin
m-i-n min min

n-i-n nin

p-i-n pin pin pin pin
g-i-n gin qin qin qin
X-1-n X1n xin
y-i-n yin yin yin yin

j-i-a-n-g jiang jiang jidng jiang

l-i-a-n-g lidng lidng liang
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English Natural Tone 1% Tone 2" Tone 3" Tone 4" Tone
n-i-a-n-g niang niang
g-i-a-n-g giang giang qiang giang
X-1-a-n-g xiang xiang xiang xiang

b-i-n-g bing bing bing
d-i-n-g ding ding ding
j-i-n-g jing jing jing
l-i-n-g ling ling ling ling
m-i-n-g ming ming ming
n-i-n-g ning ning ning
p-i-n-g ping ping

q-i-n-g qing qing qing qing
t-i-n-g ting ting ting

X-1-n-g Xing xing xing xing
y-i-n-g ying ying ying ying

b-u bu bu
c-u cu cu cu
d-u da du du du
f-u fu fa fu fu
g-u gl gl gu

h-u ha ha hua hu
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English Natural Tone 1% Tone 2" Tone 3" Tone 4" Tone
k-u ki ku ku
l-u I Iu Iu
m-u mu mu mu
n-u nu nu nu
p-u pu pu pu pu
r-u ru i ru
s-u st su su
t-u ta ta tu tu
w-u wil wi wl wu
X-u xi xu xu XU
y-u yu yu yu yu
z-u zl zu zu

c-h-u cha chu chu chu
s-h-u sht shu shu shu
z-h-u zhtu zhu zhu zhu

g-u-a gua gui gua
h-u-a hua hua hua
k-u-a kua kua kua
w-a wa wa wa wa wa
s-h-u-a shua shua
z-h-u-a zhua zhui zhua
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English Natural Tone 1% Tone 2" Tone 3" Tone 4" Tone
c-u-o cuod cuo cuo
d-u-o duo dud duo duo
g-u-0 guo guod guo guo
h-u-o huo hué huo huo
k-u-o kuo
l-u-o lud luo luo luo
n-u-o nuod nuod nuo
r-u-o ruo
S-u-0 suo suo suo

t-u-o tud tuo tud tuo
Z-U-0 Zuod zZuo zuo Zuo
c-h-u-o chuo chuo
s-h-u-o shuo shuo
z-h-u-o zhuo zhué zhuo zhuo

g-u-a-i guai guai guai guai
h-u-a-1 huai huai
k-u-a-i kudi kuai
w-a-1 wal wal
c-h-u-a-i chuai

s-h-u-a-i shuai shuai shuai shuai
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English Natural Tone 1% Tone 2" Tone 3" Tone 4" Tone
c-u-i cul cui cui
d-u-i dut dui
g-u-i gui gui gui
h-u-i hui hui hui hui
k-u-i kut kui kui kui
r-u-i rui rui
s-u-i sut sui sui sui
t-u-i tut tui tui tui
z-u-1 zui zui
s-h-u-i shui shui
z-h-u-i zhut zhui

c-u-a-n cuan
d-u-a-n duan duan duan
g-u-a-n guan guan guan
h-u-a-n huan huan huan huan
k-u-a-n kuan kuan kudn
l-u-a-n luan ludn luan
n-u-a-n nuan
r-u-a-n ruan
s-u-a-n suan suan

t-u-a-n tuan tuan
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English Natural Tone 1% Tone 2" Tone 3" Tone 4" Tone
y-u-a-n yuan yuan yudn yuan
Z-u-a-n zuan zudn zuan
c-h-u-a-n chuan chuan chuan chuan
s-h-u-a-n shuan shuan
z-h-u-a-n zhuan zhuan zhuan

c-u-n ciin cun clin cun
d-u-n din dun dun
g-u-n gun gun
h-u-n hiin hin hun
k-u-n kiin kin kun
l-u-n lin Iun lun
r-u-n run
S-u-n stin sun

t-u-n tin tan tun
Z-u-n zun

c-h-u-n chiin chun chin

s-h-u-n shiin shun
z-h-u-n zhiin zhun

g-u-a-n-g guang guang guang
h-u-a-n-g huang huang hudng huang

k-u-a-n-g kuang kuang kuang
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English Natural Tone 1% Tone 2" Tone 3" Tone 4" Tone
c-h-u-a-n-g chuang chuang chudng chuang
s-h-u-a-n-g shuang shuang

z-h-u-a-n-g zhuang zhuang

c-0-n-g cong cong

d-o-n-g dong dong dong
g-0-n-g gong gong gong
h-o-n-g hong hong hong

k-o-n-g kong kong kong
l-o-n-g long long long
n-o-n-g nong nong
r-0-n-g rong rong

$-0-n-g song song song
t-0-n-g tong tong tong tong
Z-0-n-g zong z0ng zong
c-h-o-n-g chong chong chong chong
z-h-o-n-g zhong zhong zhong

l-u Ii It li
n-u ni nii
l-u-e lie

n-u-e niié



