Chapter 4
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Time — Time Of Day - Dates — Years — Months — Weeks — Days — Hours — Minutes

General Words and Adverbial Modifiers Of Time:

always = zOngshi ,"é\ ZE'E
We should always give money and help to poor people.
We should always give money and help to poor people.
Women gai zongshi zhouji qiongrén.
3 Al % BB & oF 75 AN
before, previously = yiqian LA ﬁﬁ
What high school did you go to before?
You, previously, have gone to what highschool?
Ni, yiqian, shangguo shénme gaozhong?
1R, LL AT, £ t 4 B2
begin, start = kaishi ﬂ: aﬁ‘
We begin class next week.
We next week begin to attend class.
Women xia ge XIngqi kaishi shangke.
B Al T i £ JF 38 £ Pk,
\ =

date (such as: “June 7th")/ = hao k=)
number (such as: “no. 5")/ = )
size (such as: “size 6") = .
Mary came here on the date of June 7%.
Mary June 70 (the)  date of came here.
Mary Liuyue qt hao lai zhe(r).

7N A + = 23 X,



early = 740 E

I must go. Early test tommorow.

I must go. Tomorrow early morning have test paper.
Wo yinggai zou le Mingtian zdoshang you kaoshi.

B Mz ET. BA X Bt =) % .

how long a time = dudjiu § a

How long do you plan on staying in SouthEast Asia?

You plan in SouthEast Asia staying how long a time?
Ni ddsuan zai Dongnanya dai dudjiu?

fr TE * Kk (53 % A2

last -
Last semester | was sick a long time.

1 last semester
Wo shang ge xuéqt

£33 £ T F

o o ONEXT2O o o

lately, recently = zuijin
late / sunset, evening, night =  wan
Recently my husband
Recently my husband
Zuijin wo zhangfu

% 1T £24 X X

o o o ENDOF2, ., &

shang s
sick quite a long time.
bing le hén ji.

mT = A s

comes back very late.
very late just now comes back.
hén wén cai huilai.

= i x | %k,



next = xia T

We will have the final exam next Friday.

We next Friday (will) have (the) final exam.
Women xia ge Xingqiwl you dakao.

B A T T EH A =) RE,

now = xianzai f)ﬁ! E
He is now in Europe.

He now (is) in Europe.

Ta xianzai zai Ouzhou.

it Bl & =3 BX M

B
ik

often = changchang
It rains often.

Often (it) rains.

Changchang xiayu.

s Al

e T M.

often = jingchang é'_‘l: ':J%"
It snows often.
Often (it) snows.

Jingchang xiaxué.
= ==
2 T =,

—_r
once = conggian M HiI
Once we were lovers.

Once we were lovers.
Congqian women shi qingrén.

MBIl A7 = EF A
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quickly = kuai R
Please come quickly!

Please quickly come!

Qing kuai 141!

g R 5 |

o o o NEXTZ o o o

soon, quickly = kuai TR

I hope his reply soon
I hope his reply be soon
Wo xiwang tade huida shi kuai

 FE ftt 89 @ZE = {FS

as soon as possible = yue kuai yue hdo ﬂ 'H& ﬂ ll?
| hope his reply comes back
I hope his reply be coming back
Wo xiwang tade huida shi huilai de

¥ AE MMy EHE I EX =

comes back.
coming back.
huilai.

[ k.

as soon as possible.
as soon as possible.
yué kuai yué hio.

R AT

(Chinese Hanzi Note: The normal “de” B9 is used when something belongs to someone.

The above “de” #F is used when getting something).

o0oo ENDOF2, ¢

spare time, leisure time / =  kong :DE

Tonight do you have spare time?

You today’s evening have spare time yes / no?
Ni jintian wanshang you kong ma?

fR g X E =) z= N



time, hour, moment = shihou HﬂL 1';

When | was young things were better.

I young time conditions comparatively
Wo X130 de shihou jingkuang bijido

£33 /)N i) I e R 5 L

time (noun) —  shijian I

How long does it take to put on your makeup?

Your makeup takes how long time?
Ni huazhuing yao dud chang shijian?

{1 1t 1k = % K [ A 2

usually = jingchang é'_‘jlé ':J%"
I usually have spare time.
I usually have spare time.
Wo jingchéng you kong.
> s
B 48 ) z
usually = tongchang E ':J%"
I usually have spare time.
I usually have spare time.
Wo tongchan you kong.
- ! |M.f.|
£33 G =) =,
wait = déng %‘_
Please wait a moment.
Please wait a moment.
Qing déng yixia.

TR F — TF.

better.
hdo.

gf .
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wait just a minute = déng y1 déng % - %
Please wait a minute.
Please wait a minute.
Qing déng v1 déng.
o febe Sk
1H S
what day = Xingqi ji? E :/H:ﬂ JL?
What day is today?
Today is weekday which?
Jintian shi Xingqi Ji?

g X i £ H JL 2

which date = jihao? JL&?
What’s the date today?
Today is which date?
Jintian shi ji  hao?
=
g X = JL 52?
Years:
every year = m¢éinian IE: ﬂE
We go on trips every year.
We every year also g0 on trips.
Women méinian dou qu liixing.

H A B il = ik 1T .

last year = qunidn % ﬂi
We visited New York City last year.

We last year visited New York City.
Women qunidn quguo Nityué Chéng.

H 1] = = ol A 25 9



next year = mingnian Eﬂ ﬂE
We next year are going to San Francisco.

We next year will go to San Francisco.
Women mingnidn yao qu Jiujinshan.

H A B % = = 1B % W,

several years = jinian JL ﬂE
In several years you may date.

Several years afterwards you may date.
Jinian yihou ni hui yu&hui.

JL £ LL & {R = 2=

this year = jinnian éf ﬂE

This year he is a student studying abroad in America.

He this year n America to work (as) student studying abroad.
Ta jinnian zai M¢igud Zuod liixuéshéng.

fth S e % E 5 BFHE.

throughout the year, whole year = zhOngnidn ?g* ﬂi

Hawaii year round is like spring!
Hawaii throughout the year is springtime!
Xiawelyi zhongnian shi chuntian!

BB =R 2 Q=3 = F X!

year = nian E

| was born in 1957.

| 1 9 5 7 year born.
Wo y1 jia wl 1 nian shéng.

q
£33 - h E t & -

91



92

year after next = hounian fﬁ ﬂE

We year after next are going to Singapore.
We year after next go to Singapore.
Women hounian qu Xinjiapo.

H A & & = 0 3K .

year before last = iannian ﬁﬁ ﬂE
We visited Tokyo the year before last.

We year before last visited Tokyo.
Women giannian quguo Dongjing.

e 1] Rl = KR

Months:

o oo NEXT12 , - ©

January / one month = Yiyue ﬁ
February = Eryué ﬁ
March = Sanyue = ﬁ
April ~  Siyué )=
May = Wiyue A H
June =  Liuyue /_It ﬁ
July = Qiyue g ﬁ
August = Bayue J\ ﬁ
September = Jiyue j'L ﬁ
October = Shiyue + A
November = Shiyiyue + - ﬁ
December = Shi’eryue + — ﬁ

ooo ENDOF12 , , ,



last month =  shanggé yue s /I\ ﬁ

Peter last month was  especially busy.

Peter last month (was)  especially busy.

Peter shang e yue tebié mang.
i 0 A ¥ il T .

month / moon = yue ﬁ

What month is this?

This month is what month?

Zhei ge yue shi Ji yue?

X g A = JL A?

monthly = anyue *ﬁ ﬁ

We of course have monthly bills.

We of course have monthly bills.

Women dangran you anyue zhangdan.

H 1] 5 R =l % A ik H

next month = xia geéyue T /I\ ﬁ

We next month are going to Italy.

We next month will go to Italy.
Women xia ge yue yao qu Yidali.

H A T T A = = B XA,

this month = zhe ge yue iZ /l\ H

This month my grandfather died.

My grandfather this month died.

Wo zufu zhei ge yue si e
£33 fH X X 1 A 5% T.
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this month = bényue 2|: ﬁ
This month my grandmother died.

My grandmother this month died.

Wo ndinai bényue qushi le.

B Uh o X A EH T,

Weeks:

last week = shang ge¢ xingqi t /I\ E ,Eﬂ
Last week there were no classes.

Last week there were no classes.
Shang ngqi méiyou ke.

> 6
>
=}

+ = % R

next week = xia gé xingq1 T /I\ E -ﬁ:ﬂ
I cannot come next week.
I next week cannot come.
Wo xia g¢ Xingqi buhui lai.

: AN 2 x
£32 T | = #j I~ = %

next week = xiazhou —F J%J
How about next week?

Next week good yes / no?

Xiazhou héo ma?

T & gF e 2

this week = zh¢ ge xingq1 iZ ™ & ,Eﬂ
How about this week?

This week good yes / no?

Zhé e X1ngqi hio ma?

X T £ H bF ey 2



this week = bénzhou
How about this week?

This week good yes / no?
Bénzhou hio ma?

A oF i 9

OOONEXT2000

week = Xingqi
I graduate in one week.

I one week
Wo y1 [ge] Xingqi

B — T

il

9

95

£ H

afterwards graduate.
yihou biye.
LL & Bk,

(Chinese Grammar Note: “xingqt” is a word you can use a measure word, or not use one!)

which week = Xingqi ji
Which week?

Week which?

Xingqi Ji?

£ Hf JL ?

oo0oo0o ENDOF2 , , »

weekend = zhoumo
This weekend | cannot come.

| this weekend cannot
Wo zhéi zhoumo buhui

A

B xR =

ZH

B R

come.

lai.

% .
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weekly

We play weekly.

We weekly
WOmen mé&izhou

H A =5 B

weekly meeting

We have
We have
Women you

H 1] =l

Days:

NEXT7 5 6o

o O o

Sunday
Monday
Tuesday
Wednesday
Thursday
Friday

Saturday

o o o ENDOF7, o &

NEXT2 . - ©

o o o

afternoon

Is there an afternoon train?
Have / have not (an)
You méiyou

| %

méizhou

also
dou

#B

play.
wan(r).

It L,

zhouhui

weekly meetings.
weekly meetings.

zhouhui.

B =.

Xingqitian
Xingqiyl
Xingqier
Xingqisan
Xingqisi
Xinggiwu

Xingqiliu

xiawul

afternoon
xiawu de

TE #

i)
oA

Z H
Z H
Z H
£ H
£ H
£ H
£ H

T4

train?
huoche?

N9

P

JFEH B



this afternoon = jintian xiawu éf X B LT-
This afternoon | bought 5
Today’s afternoon I bought 5
Jintian xiawu wo mai le wi bén
&% T4 ® XXT ®E &
ooo ENDOF2, .,
day = yitian — X
What day is your birthday?
Your birthday 1S what one day?
Ni shéngri shi na yitian?
{R 4 H = AR — X ?
daily, everyday = méitian % PN
I take daily vitamins.
I daily already eat vitamins.
Wo méitian dou chi wéitaming.
- > A
?‘Z ,'g f %K I]/Z_, gﬁ 1& Aap o
o o o NEXT 2 o o o
some other day = gditian E& x
We can play some other day.
We some other day can play.
Women gaitian kéyi wan(r).
22K W X A] K It L.

oooENDOon o o
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paperback books.
paperback books.
pujibén.

' k&,
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half (with measure word) =  bange E|i ™

Half the bread for you, half for me.

Half (the) bread is mine, one half is
Ban g mianbao shi wode, yi ban(r) shi

¥ 4+ ma 2 s, - F =

half a day —  bantian ¥ X

My wife only works half a day.
My wife only works half a day.

Wo taitai zhi gongzuo bantian.

* AKX 2 T 1 F X,

midday = shangwu HrI"] LF

Midday or so | need to go to the library to look for books.

Midday need goto (the) library to look for
Shéangwu yao qu tushiiguan zhdo

iR = = & A5 TH %

oo o NEXT7 o o o

midnight —  banyé E
Where did you go at midnight?

You midnight go where?

Ni bany¢ qu nar?

{1 F® = L 2

before midnight =  shangbanye s EI£ &
He left before midnight.

He before midnight left.

Ta shangbanye likai le.

ftt t F & Bt T,

yours.
nide.

R B9,

books.

15 .

(American Usage Note: “Left” used here is not the direction “left,” but rather the past tense

of “to leave,” or “leaving”. “He left,” means, “He departed.” )



last night = zudye E’F &
I couldn’t sleep last night.

I last night could not sleep.

Wo zudye bu néng shuijido  le.

B HF & T B B W T,

last night = zudwan H’F Hﬁ,
Where did you go last night?

You last night g0 where?

Ni zuowan qu nar?

iR RE I = B JL 2

night = yeéwan
That night we
That night we
Ne ge yewan women

BT & M B 1]

tonight = jintian wanshang

Tonight do you have spare time?

You today’s evening have spare time
Ni jintian wanshang you kong

jinti
R T X e Lk

tonight = jinwan
Let’s go to a dance tonight?

We tonight dance
Women jinwan tidowl

H A 5 W Bk 5

o o o ENDOF7, o &

=

have no
have no
méiyou

L
13X

=l =

<

how about it?
zénme yang?

R/ =

spare time.
spare time.
kong.

oge)
== o

g XM £

yes / no?
ma?

9
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o o o NEXT2 o o o

morning (before 9AM ) = jintian zdoshang éf x E sl
I woke up this morning very tired.

I today’s morning woke up very tired.
Wo jintian zaoshang xinglai hén 1ei.

B X B E BE K R 2

(American Grammar Note: Although the above sentence is commonly spoken and written as such,
it is incorrect grammar! A dangling modifier! ““This morning” is not what is feeling “very tired!”
You are! To show that you are the one who is tired it is better to write and speak the sentence as :
“I woke up very tired this morning.” or ““This morning | woke up very tired.”” )

morning (from 9AM till noon) =  shangwi s LF

We play tennis every morning at 10 A.M.

We every morning 10 A.M. play tennis.
Women meige shangwu shidian da wangqiu.

B 1] =3 £ F + = T M EBK

o0oo ENDOF2, ¢

today = jintian éf x
What day is it today?
Today is weekday which?
Jintian shi Xingqi Ji?
=|
T X = £ 8 JL ?
o000 NEXT2 5 56
tomorrow = mingtian Eﬂ 3{
| must go. Early test tommorow.
I must £o. Tomorrow early morning have test paper.
Wo yInggai zou le. Mingtian zaoshang you kaoshi.

B Mz ET. B X = =) %l

(Chinese Usage Note: Neither “tian” or “nian” require measure words!)



day after tomorrow = houtian

I will come back the day after tomorrow.
1 day after tomorrow come back.
Wo houtian huilai.

* g X B 3k,

o0oo ENDOF2, .o

yesterday = zudtian

Why didn’t you go yesterday?

Yesterday you why not
Zudtian ni weishénme méiyou

FE X {R N At 4 ]

day before yesterday -
It was the day before yesterday I had my first kiss!

qiantian

I (the) day before yesterday kissed my
Wo giantian gin wode
£33 CTIPN R B

yesterday morning zudtian zdoshang

No. Since yesterday morning,
Not eaten. Since yesterday morning,
Méi chi. Zicong zudétian zdoshang,
L

13X ZI o E AA E’E f E J: N
Minutes:

fifteen minutes clock time = y1ké zhong

Still have fifteen minutes.

Still have fifteen minutes clock time.
Hai yOu yiké zhong.

b o] — Zl B,

® X

FE X

go?
qu?

= 9

Bl X

first
diy1 ci

- X

EXEBE L
!

have not
| have not
wO méiyou
I N1

1 X

— Zl

eaten.

eaten a meal.

chifan.

Iz 1,
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minute
Itis 8:10.

8
Ba

J\

hour
dian

1N

10
shi

_|_

= fen
minutes.
fen.
N\
] o

(Chinese Grammar Note: The minute word, “fén”, is eliminated after 10 minutes.

Also, it is not necessary to write anything about ““It is”” in telling the time ).

minute

| only
I only
Wo zhi
£33 R

Clock:

1 o’clock

2 o’clock

3 o’clock

4 o’clock

5 o’clock

6 o’clock

7 o’clock

8 o’clock

9 o’clock

10 o’clock

11 o’clock

12 12 o’clock

fenzhong

thirty
thirty
sanshi

=+

y1dian
liang dian
san dian
si dian
wu didn
liu dian
qi dian
ba dian
jiu dian
shi dian
shiyt didn

shiér dian

minutes
minutes

fénzhong

7 B

ﬁj\

I 3

=

~
-
-
Ls

+ 4+ + & = o 2k H

B

to eat
to eat

chi
1z

~ ~
- -
- -
R R

~
-
-
R

~, ~, ~ ~ ~
- - - - -
- - - - -
Le Le Le Ls Ls

~
-
| -
’

-
v

~,
-
-
v

lunch.
lunch.
wufan.

F s



hour, o’clock = dian R
The restaurant opens at 10 o’clock.
(The) Restaurant 10 o’clock opens.

Fandian shi didn kaimén.

(RS T = 1l

What time is it? = Ji didn 1e? J-L
What time is it?

How many hours?

Ji dian le?

JL m T?

~
-
R
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