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Chapter 1

Names, Greetings, Goodbyes, Apologies, Asking Questions, Negation, Etc.

Names:

first name, given name = mingzi % F
What is your name?

You (are) called by what first name?

Ni jido shénme mingzi?

{R i T 4 % F?

(American and Chinese Cultural Differences: In America when you ask for someone’s name,
he/she usually gives you his/her first name. To receive a last name you generally need to have

a good reason for asking for it! But in China, the last name is often the name given to you before
the first name ... First names are oftentimes reserved for friends.)

full name of a person =  xingming tl_&._ %
How do you write your full name?

Your full name how written?

Nide xingming zénme xi¢?

i B4 9% A 5 A 5 7

name you are called by = jiao ﬂ_l.l-
I am called Michael.
I (am) called Michael.
Wo jido Michael.

H i} '

surname, last name, family name = Xing ﬁi
What is your last name?

Your last name what?

Nin Xin shénme?

i g3 H 4« 2
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Greetings & Introductions:

Good morning. =  Zdoshang hdo. E t !l? o
Good morning.

Good morning.
Zaoshang héo.

= iF

Good evening! =  Wain’an! Hﬁﬁ i !
Good evening!

Good evening!

Wién’an!

ik

W}

Hello, How are you doing? = Ni hdo. 1;]-( 1@ o

Hello.
Hello.
Ni hdo.

R &F ,

hello / if you please = Wei. u]E!.% o
Hello.

Hello.
Wei.

I .

(Chinese Usage Note: “Wei” has only one use! To say “hello” when starting a telephone conversation! )



How are you? = Ni zénme yang?
(if you know each other)
How are you?

You how are you?

Ni z&énme yang?

fR & 4 FFE 2

Is it good? = Hao bu hao?

IRE X FE?

W A uF 2

Is everything good with you? (OR) Is everything alright with you?

Good / not good?
Hao bu  hdo?

ORI 0

Long time no see. =  Haojiu bu jian.
Long time no see.

Very long time no see.

Hao ii bu jian.

jit
L Es A = W,

v

BAFR M.

(Chinese Usage Note: Occasionally “hao” is used to mean “very”.)

welcome = huanying

Welcome to Taiwan.

Welcome you coming to Taiwan.
Huanying ni lai Taiwan.

XK {R ES a

41
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Goodbyes:

Good bye.
Good bye.
Good bye.
Zaijian.

B L.

Please take good care of yourself.

Zaijian.

=  Bdozhong.

Please take good care of yourself.
Please take good care of yourself.

Baozhong.

&’ E.

see you off

Let me see you off.

| send off
Wo song song

See you soon.
See you soon.

Return to visit.
Huitbu jian.

[\ =k B/

See you tomorrow.
See you tomorrow.

Tomorrow see.
Mingtian jian.

BR X S/

= song song

you.

v

ni.

R,

= Huitéu jian.

=  Mingtian jian.

B,

R E,

N
N

[ Sk W

BR X 0.



You come back.

Come back!
You come back!
Ni huilai

{R [B] 3k

well-being and happiness

Be happy!
Wishing you
Zhu ni

B {R

o o o NEXT2 o o o

Good luck!
Good luck!
Good luck!

Hao ungqi!

aF iz K0!
Wishing you good luck!
Wishing you
Zhu ni

B {R

ooo ENDOF2, . o

= Ni huilai ba.

ba!

g !

= xingfa

well being and happiness!
xingfa!

= =

=  Hao yunqi!

= Zhuni hio yun!

Good luck!
good luck!
héo yun!
oF L |
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Thank You:

Thank you. = Xiéxie ni. lﬁj lﬁj 17]-( o
Thank you.

Thank you.

Xigxie ni.

i R

Thanks. = Xiexie. lﬁj lﬁj o
Thanks.

Thanks.
Xiéxie.

i

Thanks a lot. = Duoxie. % lﬁff °
Thanks a lot.

Thanks a lot.

Duoxie.

% Ui .

Courtesies, Graciousness, Please, You Are Welcome:

IR}
A

Don’t mention it. / = Bukeqi. I~
That’s all right. / =

Don’t mention it.
Don’t mention it.

Bii kéqi.
l_._l
TESR.




is that alright?

This afternoon,
This afternoon,

= hdo bu hio? y? Z: y? ?
is that alright?
is that alright?

Jintian xiawu, hédo bu héio?
G XTF, iR 82
No problem. That’s all right. =  M¢é&iguanxi. 5& 9\% 3?: o

/ Never mind.
No Problem.

No Problem. That’s all right.

M¢iguanxi.

"R R

Okay yes/no? = hao ma? !l?r HE& ?
Let’s first eat okay?

We first cat okay yes / no?

Women xian chi hio ma?

%4 % ¥ mo

Okay not okay?

Okay not okay?
Okay  not okay?
Xing bu xing?

T A+ 17172

Okay. Thanks.

Okay. Thanks.
Okay. Thanks.
Xing le. Xiexie.'

T7T. i

—  Xing bl xing? TA417 2

= Xing le. Xiéxie. '/fi' T, lﬁj ﬁj o

o
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Okay. That will do. /

Yes, you can./

can, may

Okay. That will do.
Okay. That will do.

Kéyi.

1> g

please /request, ask, beg

Please give me a call.

Please (a) call
Qing dd dianhua

iH T Wi

Please eat. (illustrating ba )

Please eat.
Please eat.
Qing chi
o

Please have a seat.

Please have a seat.
Please have a seat.

Qingzuo.
NN
18 % o

Please may I ask you ...

Please tell me ...,
Please may | ask you,
Please may I ask you,

Qing wen,
\EE A}
a1

ba.

Keéyi.

qing

give me.
géi wo.

% £24

= Qing chi ba.

e .

= Qingzuo.

= Qingwen

what is your last name?

your last name
ni xing

fR 43

a

it

(is)

Lo

7]

what?
shénme?

H 2?2
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Please tellme . . . ? = Qing gaosu w0 IE}% |ﬂ:|: iﬁ &

Please tell me, if I have bad breath?
Please tell me, if 1 have bad breath?
Qing aosu wo, shifou w0 you kouchou?

W o ®sw O ®. 2FF B A O8?

Understanding, Communication:

That’s right. = Duile. XﬂL T,
That’s right.

That’s right.
Dui le.

X T

This can’t be right. = Zhe badui. iZ 7S XUL o
This can’t be right.

This can’t be right.

Zhe budui.

X = Xt

Understand? =  Dong ma? E ng 9
Understand?

Understand yes / no?

Dong ma?

& L

understand (yes) = dong &

I understand.

I understand.

Wo dong.

&,
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don’t understand = bu dong
| don’t understand.

| don’t understand.

Wo bu dong.

¥ = L

understand (yes) = mingbai
| understand.

| understand.

Wo mingbai.

E3 Bl B.

don’t understand =  bu mingbai
| don’t understand.

| don’t understand.

Wo bu mingbai.

£33 I BA B .

speak slowly = jidng man
Please speak very slowly.

Please you speak slowly
Qing ni jidng man

iH i =

What do you mean? =

What do you mean?
Your meaning is what?
Ni zhide shi

{R =0 =

shénme?

t 4

B B

A~ BH B

b 12

a little.
yidian(r).

— R,

Ni zhide shi shénme? 1;]-( *E’ E"] ZEIE E /A ?



What does this word mean? =
What does this word mean?

Ny N = e — -
Zhégé cishi shénme yisi?  1X ™ 1] B & 4 B B9

This word is what meaning?

Zhege ci shi shénme yisi?

X A ] = B 4 =82

Apologies:

I am sorry. / = Duibugi. XﬂL I~ E o

Excuse me. = e e

Sorry. I forgot.

Sorry. I forgot.

Duibugi. Wo wang le.

XA R £54 = T

Questions and Declarations:

o O o NEXT 2 o o o

know (something) zhidao ﬂ] E

know (a person) rénshi U\ i/':l

I didn’t know you know my mother.
I didn’t know you know my mother.
Wo bu zhidao ni rénshi wO muqin.
£32 T~ ySINBT:] {R N £32 15
ooo ENDOF2,

Hey! - Hai! i

Hey! Where you going?

Hey! You g0 where?

Hei! Ni qu nar?

=1 R = W JL ?
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Oh my gosh!
Oh my gosh!
Oh my gosh!

Aiya!
0 i

What?

What?
What?
Shénme?

H 4« ?

What are you going to do?

What are you going to do?
What are you going to do?

Z&nme ban?

U7/

When?

When?
When?

Shénme shihou?

+ 4 B fx 2

Why?
Why?

Why?
Wéishénme?

AT 4?2

Aiyal!
forgot

forgot
wang le

= 7

Shénme?

Z&nme ban?

Shénme shihou?

Weishénme?

my
my
wO

H

e B
daughter’s birthday!
daughter s birthday!
nliér de shengri!

ZIL B =

H 4 2

5 A IR

H 4 B ix 2

A A2



Why not?
Why

Why
Weéishénme

IR R A

Responses:

And you?

I’m good. And you?
I (am)  very
Wo hén

£33 R

Fine. Good. All right.

Fine.
Fine.
Hio de.

gF B

It depends.

It
Consider  (the)
Kan

B

Sure.

Sure.
Sure.
Hio a.

17 19 .

Weéishénme bu?
not?
not?
bu?

4~

= Ni ne?
fine. And you?
hao. Nine?

5F fR WE 2

= Hio de.
= Kan qing kuang.
depends.
situation.
ging kuang.
== -
g .
= Hao a.

A A

fR WE ?

S N

BB M.

aF o,
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Too bad! = Zao gao!

Too bad!

Too bad!

Zao gao!

& K

Yes / No — Negating:

yes / no ? (at end of sentence) =  ma?

Have you eaten (yet)?

You (have) eaten yes / no?

Ni chile ma?

fR Iz T .

have / there is = you

I have money.

I have money.

Wo you qgian.

don’t have / there is no = méiyou

I don’t have much

I don’t have very much

Wo méiyou hén dud
- ~ A

£33 % = %

no, not = bl

| don’t know.

1 not know.

Wo bu zhidao.

£33 x~ X0 & .

g R

2

=]
money.

money.
qian.

B,

|
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no, not =  mél 5&

I didn’t say anything.

I not say anything.

Wo méi shuo shénme.

E54 )53 Ut B 4.

(Chinese Grammar Note: “Méi ” is always used with “you” . .. “ méiyou”.

“Meéi ” is also used when things have not happened yet. )

no, not, have not, has not = méiyou 5& ;ﬁ
We haven’t decided yet.

We still have not decided.

Women hai méiyou juéding.

£> A (W 4 ] RE

DDDNEXT2000

Yes. / right = shide % E"]

(The question uses “shi” in it: “Tade didi shi caizhu ma?” - His brother is (a) millionaire yes / no?”)
Yes. He IS a rich man!

Yes. He 1S (a) rich man!

Shide. Ta shi kuolao!

= B, ftt = i £ !

(Chinese Usage Note: “Shide” is used when “shi” was in the question. If “shi” was not
in the question, the verb used in the question becomes the correct yes or no answer.
If “hui” ( & ) was used then “hui” is used again. If “xidng” ( 18 ) was used then “xiang” is repeated.)
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would like to

| would like to
1 would like to
Wo xiang

£54 i

000ENDOF2000

Yes you may. , Yes you can.
can, may /

Okay. That will do.

Yes you may.

Yes you may.

1> g

xiang
thank
thank

xiéxie

i

Keéyi.

you.
you.

ni.

1>



