The Events That Led to the Civil War


The Civil War was the bloodiest ware in all of American History.  Only due to the fact that all deaths were Americans.  Though many events led to the war, four specific events that specifically pushed the orb of frustration to its brink.  The four major events that sparked the Civil War were: the election of President Lincoln into office, and the attack on Fort Sumter.  The Civil War was a conflict that went between the northern and southern half of the United States.  Although these events caused havoc, they also were used as proof of the tensions between Northern Union and Southern Confederation. 


The Moment Abe Lincoln was elected to the office; havoc immediately began to stir within the south.  The lower south states, which comprised of Texas, Louisiana, Mississippi, Alabama, Florida, Georgia, and South Carolina; believed that because they did not vote for President Lincoln, they believed they didn’t have to call him their president.  They stated that since he was not their president, that he couldn’t create laws to destroy the southern way of life.  They feared that with a northerner taking the office, the north would receive the power they needed to destroy slavery and other ways of southern life.  They insisted on voting a new president where ALL people would have  a vote on him, but with the different varieties at the time, no one would ever all vote for a single president.  Conflict arose in the south along with tension and hated for the north. All in all the southern states decided that if they couldn’t revote for a new president, then they will secede and vote for a new president for their states.  Lincoln 


Before long, all of the lower south states seceded and created the Southern Confederation.  This is another reason for which the Civil War occurred.  The moment the southern states seceded, they voted on a new president, Jefferson Davis.  Lincoln,  outraged by this,  believed it was wrong and illegal.  He insisted that they come back to the Union, but they responded with notifying that they will be wanting/taking Fort Sumter in South Carolina. 


Fort Sumter was a fort in South Carolina, housing union soldiers.  President Davis, sent General P.G.T Beaurogard to take over the fort.  President Lincoln insisted that those soldiers inside Fort Sumter, hold their ground and not give into Beaurogard.  They lasted only a few days of the bombshell bombardments of Beaurogard.  They eventually surrendered the fort and retreated back to Northern Territories.  Lincoln being outraged by this act of war, decided to set up an army for retaliation.  This event was the actual beginning of the Civil War.  


As a result of these events, the Civil War occurred.  The election of Lincoln, Attack on Fort Sumter, and the secession of the southern states all helped in leading to the Civil War.  Even if these events could have been avoided, other events would have occurred causing the same eruption.    

