Mike Estrada

Cause and Effect Essay

“What’s going on” by Marvin Gaye

1) How did the needs and functions of society influence the nature of the song and lyrics?

People were too filled with hatred and disgust to see the real problems with AIDS and Terrorism, and War.

2) What political issues inspired the artist to write the song?

At first when Marvin Gaye wrote “What’s going on” he wrote it in response to the Vietnam War when his cousin was killed in hopes of finding more people to support anti-war groups.  

When 2001 rolled around, many of the top music artists got together to sing Marvin Gaye’s hit for a fundraiser for the AIDS children in Africa.  Then in the wake of the Twin Tower Catastrophe they changed the song to have a double meaning.  Both for the AIDS Fundraiser and for the 9/11 fund.  

(http://www.socialistalternative.org/justice24/16.html)

3) How is the song a response to a social or political injustice?

The lyrics of the song, ask for people to stop and take a look as to “what’s going on” around them, and to realize everything that’s wrong.  If we band together we can create a force to fight the wrongs of the world.

4) How did the environment impact the lyrics?

Other then the fact of millions of people dying from all 3 reasons, there are no environmental reasons for these lyrics.

5) Musically, what forms of expression were used to help express the lyrics (Anger, pain, depression, etc.)?

When Marvin Gaye wrote this he had many emotions in his heart.  Anger because many of his friends and colleges were being sent to Vietnam to die.  Pain and suffering because his cousin was killed, and him knowing that if no one makes a stand the dying will continue.  

6) Did the song affect any social or political change?

During the Vietnam War, the lyrics got many to realize the wrongness of the war and what was going on.  As for political change nothing happened.

For the AIDS and Twin Towers, It affected everyone socially.  It brought people of our country to see the truths in the world, with people dying.  

