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From learning about air and space, to performing emergency rescue missions, the Civil Air Patrol (CAP) is the official civilian auxiliary of the United States Air Force (USAF).  What does that mean?  It means people ranging from 12 – 21 years of age are allowed to dress in full military uniform and partake in a wide spectrum of military missions and activities with the oversight of adult members.  These activities can include: providing disasters relief, search and rescue, learning to fly different planes, and even traveling to various military bases by way of USAF aircraft.
CAP has a nationwide cadet program, which gives cadets a chance to take a leadership role, along with educating cadets on military customs.  Cadets have the opportunity to take tests and meet with a promotion board to gain rank.
“The leadership experience I’ve received is invaluable.  People look up to us, whether they’re adults or students our age,” shared Cadet Senior Master Sergeant Bryce McKibben, a student at EHS.  Both McKibben and Cadet Technical Sergeant Monica Barrett, another Eastlake student, have the task of leading 10-25 cadets every Tuesday and teaching them military procedure, marching, and much more. However, cadets also join Civil Air Patrol for other reasons.
“The reason I joined CAP was for the aeronautical experience, since I have always wanted to be a pilot for the USAF, and then retire as a United Airlines pilot,” explained Cadet Master Sergeant Scott Jewell, also a student at EHS.  Cadets are rewarded for progress in the cadet program by receiving free hands-on flying lessons.  
If you have questions you need answered, ask one of the following students, or visit the homepage http://overlakesquadron.tripod.com
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