Annex A

IT use for English Language Teaching and Learning
	EL Learning Focus
	IT Tools
	Examples of Classroom Application
	Value-add 
	Evaluation

	Listening and Speaking Skills
	Sound Recorder

e.g. 

a.   Microsoft Windows Sound Recorder

· Simple audio recording software bundled in most versions of Windows Operating Systems (Company: Microsoft, USA)

· Licensed to all Singapore schools

b.  Audacity
· Open source software (free software) for recording and editing sounds

(Company: Open Source Technology Group)


	Before the lesson

1. Teacher creates an electronic storybook using PowerPoint:

· Writes/adapts a short story to contextualise target language items (e.g. commonly mispronounced words)
· Records own reading of the story using the sound recorder

· creates slides with images and text/speech bubbles (like in comic strips) to illustrate the story, and insert the sound files.
2.  Teacher develops rubrics to evaluate reading proficiency.  
Lesson on listening and oral reading
1. Pupils access the e-storybook (PowerPoint slides) and listen to the model reading of the story.

2. Teacher guides them to analyse what makes the reading a good model (refers to rubrics)

3. Teacher provides practice activities for target language items

4. Pupils practise reading the story script, record their own reading and listen to their own reading. Using the rubrics for self/peer evaluation, pupils can re-record their readings
5. Pupils insert their final recordings into their own version of the e-storybook and create their own e-story.
  
	· Allows easy recording and playback so that pupils can listen to their own reading and compare it to a speech model,  hence, increasing awareness of speech features like pronunciation, stress patterns and intonation
· Pupils can record and re-record and, hence, have more  oral practice

· Becomes more media literate manipulating  multimedia content, e.g. in the form of electronic storybooks with pictures, sound, video, and animation

	Microsoft Windows Sound Recorder
· No new software purchase required 
· Minimal training in the use of Sound Recorder and PowerPoint animation 
Audacity
· Teachers can create and edit their recordings; good for recording of extended passages without having to re-record everything whenever a mistake is made.

	Writing – prewriting planning
	Concept-mapping Software

· A program that allows pupils to create and manipulate electronic graphic organisers.

e.g.  
a.  Inspiration 
· Licensed software
(Company: Inspiration Software, USA

Cost: US$69 per copy)

	Lesson on expository writing
1. Teacher introduces a controversial topic and gets pupils to take a stand.
2. Pupils discuss in groups the reasons for their stand.
3. Pupils then work with another pupil who shares a similar view. They use a ready-made concept map template to help them organise their ideas, providing supporting evidence for their opinions; opposing points and their defence.

4. Pupils export the file to MS Word to develop their composition further.
Lesson on narrative writing

1. Teacher customises an existing template e.g. Story Triangle with categories for “character”, “setting” and “action”.
2. Pupils work in pairs to develop a story:
· They select the images they wish to retain to develop their story and delete the rest.
· Then they link the images to show the flow of their story
· They make short notes on the setting, character, and action to develop the story outline

3. Pupils export the file to MS Word to develop their stories further

	· Concept-mapping can help more visual learners remember concepts and related concepts better akin to having a ‘bird’s eye view’ of phenomenon, process, study topic content, etc. 

· Concept-mapping before the actual writing provides an efficient method to assess the quality of the pupils’ writing content

· Visual learners can be helped to see relationships between concepts more effectively

· Templates available help scaffold
(a) pupils thinking e.g. cause-effect relationships and comparison &
(b) writing for different text-types e.g. business letter, fiction writing and biographical essay.

· Facilitates creation of graphic organisers to organise information, e.g. classify, build relationships
	Inspiration 
· Has user-friendly interface, simple options, graphics library

· Suitable for primary and secondary pupils

· Teachers have ready-made templates to use



	
	b.  Cmap 

· A free concept mapping software 

(Company: Institute for Human and Machine Cognition (A University Affiliated Research Institute), USA)
	
	
	Cmap
· More appropriate for Pre-University students-- the interface is more complex, it does not have ready-made templates nor a graphics library.

	Writing
	Word Processor 

e.g. Microsoft Word
· A programme that forms part of Microsoft Office. 

(Company: Microsoft, USA)
· Licensed to all Singapore schools

· Appropriate for primary and secondary pupils

· Teacher and/or pupils have to create content


	Lesson on expository or narrative writing

1. After using a concept map to plan their composition, pupils draft of their composition on MS Word:

· Check synonyms to select appropriate vocabulary

· Revise their grammar and spelling as errors are highlighted by the word processor
2. Pupils peer evaluate based on a set of rubrics and record suggested amendments.

	· Pupils can make immediate revisions during the editing process as the software provides immediate feedback if there are grammar and spelling errors

· Pupils can decide on appropriate revisions as the software suggests possible alternatives from which to choose
· Pupils can record comments during peer evaluation for their peers to refer to when re-drafting their composition.

	· Suitable for both primary and secondary levels

· No new software purchase required 

· Minimal training in the use of Microsoft Word 



	Writing
	Discussion Board/ Forum
e.g.
http://www.nicenet.org or http://groups.yahoo.com or

http://www.smartgroups.com 
· A discussion board is a common name for an interactive message board. This is a place on the Internet where users may post and read announcements or share views on topics of common interest.
· It facilitates one-to-many communication. A person interacts with others through the discussion board by submitting electronic forms or sending in e-mail messages to be posted via a Web browser. 
· The record of their communication is kept online and accessible to invited participants. (Adapted from Netlingo, 2004)

	Creative narrative writing activity
1. Teacher assigns pupils to work in groups and starts a discussion thread for each group. The teacher then uploads a picture to serve as a trigger for the creative writing activity.
2. Pupils create a story or scenario using the round robin strategy. One person in the group starts the story by writing the first paragraph. The next group member adds to it and so on until the story is developed by everyone in the group.
3. When completed, pupils review their story using a given set of rubrics with, first, their own group and then the rest of the class. They post their comments online.
4. Taking into account these comments, the groups re-draft their story.

5. Teacher highlights the discussion threads where the pupils have done well based on the rubrics descriptors and these serve as models of good writing for the rest of the groups.


	· Pupils are motivated to write for a wider audience
· Pupils can discuss the elements of good writing and access models of such writing

· Pupils can record comments during peer evaluation for their peers to refer to when re-drafting their composition

· Teachers can track the  progress of pupils and design other forms of intervention if necessary

	· Suitable for primary, secondary and pre-University levels
· No software purchase required 

· Minimal training in the use of a discussion board

	Reading and Writing
	Weblog

e.g. http://www.blogger.com
· A web site (or section of a web site) where users can post a chronological, up-to-date e-journal entry of their thoughts. Each post usually contains a web link. Adapted from (Adapted from Netlingo, 2004)


	Extensive Reading Programme 
1. Teacher creates a class blog to provide online readings (news articles, ebooks) for students to read through once a week.
2. Pupils reflect on and write their response to what they have read in their own personal blog based on self application of Socratic questioning techniques.
3. Pupils work in groups to read and comment on one another’s reflections using the Socratic questioning techniques.
4. Teacher scans pupils’ writing and showcases the best reflective writing pieces on the class blog.
	· Pupils are motivated to write for a wider audience
· Pupils can monitor the development of their own ideas and writing skill and take steps to improve the quality of their reflections and writing.

· Pupils  and can record comments during peer evaluation for their peers to refer to
· Teachers can track the  progress of pupils and design other forms of intervention if necessary
· Pupils can and access models of good writing


	· Suitable for primary, secondary and pre-University levels
· No software purchase required 

· Minimal training in the use of a Weblog
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