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Patricia C. DeRamus, CP
We are into our second quarter of 2004.  SVPA program chairs have been very busy planning and coordinating activities for the year.  We have already had very interesting programs.  Let them know how much we appreciate their hard work, as it truly is a vast undertaking.  


The VAPA Conference in Leesburg, Virginia, was held on April 23 – 24, 2004.  On behalf of SVPA I am very proud to say that we enlisted some of the most interesting speakers from across Virginia for the conference with a variety of topics for just about everyone.  VAPA scheduled two full days of educational opportunities, which began with the Keynote Speaker, Benjamin Glass, Esquire.  At lunch on the first day we had a dynamic presentation regarding 2004 Legislative Session by Diane Horvath, Esquire.

SVPA was responsible for speakers which included recruiting, coordinating programs and lastly introduction at the conference.  JoAnn Bilbrey, Martha Munson, Pam Wolford and I were among those paralegals from SVPA who attended the conference.  It was an educational and fun conference that was well-received by all paralegals who attended.


I want to take this opportunity to welcome our new members:  Colette, Jennifer, John, Julie, Sherry, and Nancy.  I hope you will actively participate and help us grow with educational and community involvement.  If you have any questions about SVPA or VAPA (our statewide organization) please give me a call.
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                LAW DAY 2004:  BROWN VS. BOARD AT 50!
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                                                     By John Murnane

                                            Student Member, SVPA
The Brown v. Board of Education National Historic Site was built in Topeka, Kansas, after Congress passed Public Law 102-525 on October 26, 1992, to commemorate the landmark Supreme Court decision aimed at ending segregation in public schools.  On May 17, 2004, exactly fifty years will have passed since the Supreme Court unanimously declared that separate educational facilities are “inherently unequal” and, as such, violate the 14th Amendment to the United States Constitution, which guarantees all citizens “equal protection of the laws.”  This national site in Kansas is just one of the many examples of how we as a society honor this critical decision made by the Supreme Court in 1954.  Sixty years before the Brown decision, however, Plessy v. Ferguson held our nation to the concept that segregation was acceptable if equal.  The truth of the matter was that equality did not exist.  As a result, resistance to segregation was nearly immediate, despite the fact that it was 100% legal.  In efforts to fight against discriminating “Jim Crow” laws and to break down the legal structures that allowed segregation, America saw the formation of the National Association for the Advancement of Colored People (NAACP).  Notable legal talents such as Charles Hamilton Houston, Robert L. Carter, and Thurgood Marshall worked through the NAACP’s Legal Defense Fund in order to change the course of American law and society.  In 1950, after challenging many school districts individually, the NAACP concluded that the only acceptable outcome would be the education of all children without segregation.  After four more years and many appeals from states such as Delaware, South Carolina, and Virginia, segregation came to an end in America.              
LAW DAY 2004 GUEST SPEAKER – DR. ROBERT N. ROBERTS
By John Murnane

Student Member, SVPA
It is with immense pleasure that our Association introduces Dr. Robert N. Roberts as our guest speaker for Law Day 2004.  Dr. Roberts has taught at James Madison University in the Political Science Department since 1982.  Dr. Roberts teaches numerous undergraduate and graduate courses in political science and public administration, including administrative law, criminal procedure, public personnel administration, civil rights, and state and local government.  He also serves as the Department of Political Science liaison for the Minor in Political Communication.  Dr. Roberts holds a B.A. and a Masters of Public Administration from Syracuse University, a J.D. from Syracuse University College of Law, and a Ph.D in Public Administration from the Maxwell School of Syracuse University.  His articles have been published extensively in the area of law and public administration and have appeared in the Public Administration Review, the Review of Public Personnel Administration and the International Journal of Public Administration.  Dr. Roberts is the author of several books including White House Ethics (1988).  SVPA is very pleased to have Dr. Roberts as our guest speaker for Law Day 2004.

MEET THE JUDGES OF THE CIRCUIT COURT

FOR THE 26TH JUDICIAL CIRCUIT

By Karen Wilkins


Some of you may know the Honorable John J. McGrath, Jr. and the Honorable James V. Lane personally through your years of work in the legal field.  Perhaps you worked with them in their law practice before they became Judges.  Others may remember Judge Lane because he was our guest speaker at the Legal Assistants’ Week luncheon last year.  Many of you have seen these distinguished gentlemen in passing in the Courthouse, while some have never seen them at all.
In honor of their many years of hard work and dedication, the Shenandoah Valley Paralegal Association is proud to spotlight the Judges of the Rockingham County Circuit Court.  
Honorable John J. McGrath, Jr.


Judge McGrath is a graduate of the University of Notre Dame, where he earned a Bachelor of Arts degree (cum laude) in 1964.  He earned his Juris Doctor (summa cum laude) from Georgetown University Law School in 1967.

Judge McGrath began practicing law in 1967 as a Lieutenant in the United States Navy, Judge Advocate General’s Corp., Newport, Rhode Island and Washington, D.C.  He handled trials of Court Martials and provided legal assistance to Navy personnel on civil matters.  He served one year as a Military Judge in Special Court Martials.
From 1970 to 1975, Judge McGrath worked as an Associate at the law firm of Donovan, Leisure, Newton & Irvine in Washington, D.C.  He became a Partner in the firm in 1975.  His was a national litigation practice emphasizing antitrust, securities and nuclear power plant construction cases.
In 1989 Judge McGrath became a Partner in the law firm of Janney, Janney & McGrath in Luray, Virginia.  He had a general practice with an emphasis on business law, commercial and personal injury litigation, criminal law, real estate and domestic relations.  He remained at Janney, Janney & McGrath until July 1, 1996, when he became a Judge in the Circuit Court for the Twenty-Sixth Judicial Circuit, which includes the City of Harrisonburg/Rockingham County, Shenandoah County and Page County.
Honorable James V. Lane


Judge Lane graduated from the University of Maryland in 1966 with a Bachelor of Science degree.  He received his Juris Doctor (magna cum laude) in 1973 from the University of Baltimore.


Judge Lane worked as an Agriculture Extension Agent in Fauquier County, Virginia, from 1966 to 1967.  From 1967 to 1969 he turned his attention to teaching Science in the Henrico County Public Schools.

From 1972 to 1973 Judge Lane was a Law Clerk for the Honorable Marvin H. Smith in the Maryland Court of Appeals.   Then in 1973 he became an Associate with the law firm of Litten & Sipe in Harrisonburg, Virginia.  He became a Partner at Litten & Sipe in 1979 and remained with the firm until March 2001 when he became a Judge in the Circuit Court for the Twenty-Sixth Judicial Circuit.
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Harriet Welch

Member, Court Days Steering Committee
From about the mid 1800s until the 1920s, Harrisonburg became a bustling market town when the court met on Court Square each month. People came from all over the county to settle legal affairs, shop, trade horses, see their neighbors and enjoy ginger cake and cider on the courthouse lawn. 

A local group, working with Harrisonburg Downtown Renaissance, intends to recreate the energy and excitement of old time Court Days, and wants to incorporate the support and participation of the entire community to make this event happen. The first annual Court Days Festival is scheduled to take place June 11, 2005, and will be set in the 1850s time period. Individuals and businesses or organizations are invited to get involved in the historic project. The goal is to help the city and county recreate its 1850s period in a way that is enjoyable and educational and draws interest to downtown.

There are many activities being planned, including a horse auction, court case re-enactments, street re-enactments, muster of militia, farmers’ market, blacksmith, farrier and other artisan demonstrations, dance and singing workshops, both guided and self-guided walks with historic signs, period storytelling and music, period food and more. In the evening there will be an 1850s Grand Ball complete with period music - and of course period costumes!  Prior to the actual event there will be workshops to help get ready for all this including 1850s hat decorating, costuming and dancing. 

The members of the Court Days Steering Committee would like to thank SVPA for its monetary support, and we hope to entice at least some of you to join us as volunteers and re-enactors. As the plans become set, and specific areas of need identified, we’ll keep you informed as to ways you can join in the fun!

        Member Spotlight: Charles Richard Chenault
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I was born in Harrisonburg, Virginia, in 1952.  I am blessed with one son, Matthew Reilly Chenault, who will graduate from JMU in May.  I am married to Mary Beth Chenault.  I graduated from Harrisonburg High School and from James Madison University.  I am a fifth generation resident of Harrisonburg and attend Blessed Sacrament Catholic Church.  I worked at Hoover, Penrod, Davenport and Crist and the Circuit Court Clerk’s Office before going to work at Litten & Sipe L.L.P. in 1989, concentrating in estate administration, litigation and special projects.  I assisted Mr. James Sipe in his capacity as Commissioner of Accounts for eight years.  I was a member of the City Parks and Recreation Commission for eight years, serving as chairman the last four years.  I am the Secretary/Treasurer of Woodbine Cemetery Company and a member of the Shenandoah Valley Paralegal Association.  I have also worked in numerous local and state political campaigns.  I have just been elected to the Harrisonburg City Council.
SVPA Members Participate in Bowlathon
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Five members of SVPA participated in the 2004 Big Brothers/Big Sisters Bowl for Kids’ Sake Bowlathon.  Jo Ann Bilbrey, Charles Chenault, Karen Hanger, Karen Wilkins, and Alex Wilmer all participated as bowlers at Valley Lanes on February 28.  SVPA raised $435 for Big Brothers/Big Sisters; a total of over $72,000 was raised at this event.  The proceeds of the Bowl for Kids’ Sake Bowlathon go to Big Brothers Big Sisters of Harrisonburg and Rockingham County.  Bowling participants were recognized with certificates at the March SVPA meeting.  Charlie had the highest score among SVPA bowlers and was presented with a trophy.  SVPA thanks everyone who participated, either as a bowler or donor. 


COMMITTEE REPORTS
Treasurer’s Report – There is a balance of $2,109.51 in our treasury as of April 14, 2004.  On January 19, 2004, Melissa Hildebrand and Pam Wolford performed an audit of our funds.  All the books and documentation were found to be complete and accurate.  

Membership Committee Report – We currently have 25 paid members and there are no applications pending at this time.  In accordance with our Bylaws, Section 6(c), members who did not pay their dues on or before the March 10, 2004, meeting were dropped from membership.
Please join me in welcoming the following new members:


Colette Gerstenmaier specializes in Real Estate at Valley Southern Title/Litten & Sipe.  Colette was approved as an Affiliate member and will serve on the Program/Social Committee.


Sherry Vinson also specializes in Real Estate at Valley Southern Title/Litten & Sipe.  Sherry was approved as a Regular member and will also serve on the Program/Social Committee.


Julie C. Jackson works at Blue Ridge Legal Services.  Julie was approved as an Affiliate member and will serve on the Program/Social Committee.


Jennifer Harris works at Keeler Obenshain, PC, and is a litigation paralegal.  Jennifer was approved as a Regular Member and will serve on the Membership Committee.


John E. Murnane IV is a Psychology/English major at James Madison University and is an Intern at Litten & Sipe.  John was approved as a Student member and will serve on the Program/Social Committee.


Nancy Hodges has worked for William L. Stables, Jr., Esquire for over 16 years.  She will serve on the Program/Social Committee.

Regular members have the right to vote and hold an elected or appointed office.  Affiliate Members are also voting members of the Association but cannot be considered a candidate to the offices of president, president-elect, secretary or treasurer.  Student members do not have the right to vote or hold an elected or appointed office.


Membership application packets were distributed at the March 10 meeting and those attending were asked to pass it on to a prospect.  Just think – if everyone recruited one new member we would double our membership!  Special thanks to Pam Wolford who has diligently been distributing membership information to paralegals coming in to the Clerk’s Office while she is there.  Thanks, Pam!

If you know of a prospect, please invite them to attend a meeting as a guest.  Who says there’s no such thing as a free lunch?!  I would be delighted to mail out information about our Association to any prospect…just send me their name and address.  


A list of our members’ names and contact information is included as an insert in this newsletter.  Please let me know of any corrections.
Jo Ann Bilbrey

Treasurer and Chairperson of the Membership Committee

Public Relations Committee – There is nothing new to report at this time.  If you have ideas on how to make our newsletter better, please do not hesitate to let me know.
Karen R. Wilkins

Chairperson of the Public Relations Committee/Editor of The Paralegal Times

Program/Social Committee – In February at 14 Carrots, Eddie Bumbaugh spoke about his job as Executive Director of the Harrisonburg Downtown Renaissance.  Mr. Bumbaugh presented a slide show of properties in downtown Harrisonburg that are being marketed for redevelopment.  Mr. Bumbaugh also outlined the goals and objectives of the Downtown Renaissance program.  

Our March meeting, held at Wharton, Aldhizer & Weaver, featured Doug Guynn, an attorney with WAW.  Mr. Guynn currently serves on the Virginia Criminal Sentencing Commission and his presentation outlined the responsibilities of the Commission and their role in evaluating judicial sentencing.  

The April SVPA meeting was held at Dave’s Downtown Taverna.  Our guest speaker was Mary Fitzpatrick, an assistant in the Commissioner of Accounts office.  Ms. Fitzpatrick discussed the procedures instituted in Commissioner Hatmaker’s office for the processing of inventories and accountings for trusts, estates, guardianships/conservatorships for minors and adults, and foreclosures.
Law Day 2004 – In observance of Law Day 2004, refreshments, door prizes and information about SVPA will be available at the Clerk’s Office Deed Room from 9:30 to 11:30 a.m. on Thursday, May 13, 2004.  A luncheon will be held at noon at Wharton, Aldhizer & Weaver.  Dr. Robert N. Roberts, Professor of Political Science at James Madison University, will be our guest speaker.  The theme for this year’s Law Day is “To Win Equality by Law – Brown v. Board at 50.”  

Alex M. Wilmer
Chairperson of the Program/Social Committee

Alliance Committee - The Virginia Alliance of Paralegal Associations met on Saturday, February 21, 2004 in Charlottesville.  Pat DeRamus and Martha Munson represented SVPA at the meeting.  Following is a brief summary of the main meeting topics:

· Virginia State Bar Meeting –VAPA will not participate in the Bar Expo this year.  We will continue to help with registration, but the expenses connected with the Expo versus the benefits just do not make it a viable event this year.

· VAPA Website – Our domain name is www.vaparalegalalliance.org and will be renewed for five years at the cost of $85.00.  Kathy Ward (RVPA) was authorized to commission Dr. Dean Browell of Ferrum College as our webmaster.  Suggestions were given to Kathy as to links and information to be included on the website.

· Statewide Conference – Our 4th conference is fast approaching --- April 23rd and 24th!!  The majority of the meeting was spent finalizing arrangements for the Conference, which is to be held in Leesburg.  

· SVPA is responsible for coordinating the speakers for the conference and we have a wide variety of speakers and topics to assist paralegals in all practice areas, including Probate & Estates, Intellectual Property, Discovery, Family Law, and Real Estate.  In addition, Tim Coggins will return for two sessions on Internet Research, Tom Spahn will present ethics issues related to paralegals, and Trish Alatorre-Ridings of Henderson Legal Services will speak on professional development opportunities for the experienced paralegal.  

· Much work goes into the preparation for these seminars by paralegals from all over the state.  It is a great opportunity to meet with your counterparts and to learn new skills through the advanced seminar presentations.  You should have received your conference brochure during the first couple of weeks in March.  If you did not receive one, please just ask Pat or Martha for a copy.  VAPA is excited about this upcoming conference and hope that you will take advantage of this professional, educational, and networking opportunity.

The next business meeting of VAPA will be held September 18th in Charlottesville and will be hosted by NCAPA.  SVPA will host the May 2005 meeting.
Martha M. Munson, CLA

Member of the Alliance Committee
Real Estate Committee – The County has installed a new real estate program for use in the Clerk's Office.  It is the same program used in the Commissioner of Revenue's office and will actually generates a "tax card" on all County real estate properties.

The insertion of all new County tax map pages has been completed, thanks to the volunteer efforts of Kelly Sweet.

The status of corrections by the computer imaging contractor still remains in limbo, and it is uncertain at this time when those changes will be made.

The daily recording process has been extremely efficient in the past month.  The amount of information on the daily clipboard has been very manageable and the scanning has been done in a very timely manner.  Please acknowledge the Clerk's Office efforts should you have an opportunity.

Pam Wolford, CLA

Chairperson of the Real Estate Committee
ANNOUNCEMENTS . . . 

Congratulations to Ramon and Xaviera Ochoa on the birth of their son, Dillon Cole!  Dillon was born on February 24, 2004; he weighed 7 pounds, 11 ounces and was 20 inches long.  Xaviera went back to work at Hoover Penrod, PLC on March 29, 2004.  Everyone is doing well.




May 13th  
Law Day Observance





9:30 – 11:30 - refreshments at Clerk’s Office

Noon at WAW – luncheon/Dr. Roberts
                        May 20th         “Spring Fling” after work social at Jo Ann

                                    Bilbrey’s home
                  Jun - Aug
      No Membership Meetings
      Aug 4th
      Executive Committee Mtg at L’Italia
      Sept 1st
      Executive Committee Mtg at Dave’s Taverna
      Sept 8th 
      Membership Mtg – Location TBA


Shenandoah Valley Paralegal Association

P.O. Box 88

Harrisonburg, Virginia  22803






TO:

               Law Day 2004

On Thursday May 13, 2004, the Shenandoah Valley Paralegal Association (SVPA) will celebrate Law Day 2004.  Law Day events will begin in the Deed Room of the Circuit Court Clerk’s Office.  Refreshments, door prizes, and information about the Association will be available.  Members of SVPA will be at the Clerk’s Office to distribute information to individuals interested in joining our Association.

At noon, SVPA will host a lunch meeting at Wharton, Aldhizer & Weaver.  Our guest speaker will be Dr. Robert N. Roberts, Professor of Political Science at James Madison University.  The lecture topic will be “To Win Equality by Law – Brown v. Board at 50”.  May 17th marks the 50th anniversary of the Brown vs. Board of Education ruling.   

Invitations and flyers will be distributed throughout the local legal community providing more information.

What is Law Day?

In 1957, American Bar Association President Charles S. Rhyne envisioned a day set aside to specifically celebrate our nation’s legal system.  President Dwight D. Eisenhower proclaimed the first Law Day, USA on May 1, 1958.  In 1961, Congress passed a joint resolution to recognize May 1 as Law Day.  Although May 1 is the official date, Law Day may be celebrated on any date, typically in April or May.  

Law Day provides all Americans the opportunity to celebrate our appreciation of our liberties and the ideals of equality and justice under the law.  Every year Law Day is recognized across the United States by state and local bar associations, schools, national organizations and businesses.
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QUOTES ON LAW





"Each time a man stands up for an ideal, or acts to improve the lot of others, or strikes out against injustice, he sends forth a tiny ripple of hope."


Robert F. Kennedy





"I consider trial by jury as the only anchor ever yet imagined by man, by which a government can be held to the principles of its constitution."


Thomas Jefferson
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SVPA 2004 Officers





President – Patricia C. DeRamus, CP





(540) 438-5378


� HYPERLINK "mailto:pderamus@wawlaw.com" ��pderamus@wawlaw.com� 





President-Elect – Alex M. Wilmer





(540) 434-5353


� HYPERLINK "mailto:amw@littensipe.com" ��amw@littensipe.com�





Secretary – Karen R. Wilkins





(540) 437-3130


� HYPERLINK "mailto:kwilkins@kolawfirm.com" ��kwilkins@kolawfirm.com�





Treasurer – Jo Ann M. Bilbrey





(540) 433-2444


� HYPERLINK "mailto:joann@hooverpenrod.com" ��joann@hooverpenrod.com�











PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE








�





�








� EMBED MicrosoftWorks.WkShbSrv.6 \s ���
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CALENDAR AT A GLANCE
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COURT DAYS REVIVAL IN HARRISONBURG
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