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I am going to look at three factors that can affect conformity, the first one I am going to look at is social influences.  There are social influences all through society, in every aspect of life.  Social influence is where people change the way you act, thing etc because of what they have said or done.  For instance, new recruits in the police are influenced by older police officers because they have more experience and they change the outlook of the younger police officers by social influences, this is called ‘canteen culture’.  When people in a group all act the same way and you do not the way they are behaving and the “pressure” the group put on you will change way you act or behave to conform to the group.  This is what Asch found out in his experiment, he took a group of people and gave them a picture (right) and asked them to say the answer was the end one even though the answer is clearly the middle one.  He then brought another person in and did not tell him about the answer, he then asked what the answer was and left the new person till last.  Everyone said the wrong answer and even though new person knew the answer was the middle one, he conformed to what everyone else said and said the wrong answer.

You might believe in something and someone else has a different view, if they argue a good case they may influence your opinion.

The next factor I am going to look at is social support.  This is where the group is split in decisions.  If there is more than one person who speaks up then other people who where two afraid to speak up get the confidence to join in and disagree with them group.             

