The RAF Mountain Rescue teams are another non-statutory public service.  Even though they are part of the RAF every member is a volunteer and do it as well as their normal day job.

The main services that the RAF Mountain Rescue provide are:

· Civilian rescue

· Military Rescue

· Search and rescue of downed aircrew

· The RAF Mountain Rescue service respond to calls from people who need assistance in the outdoors for whatever reason.  The RAFMRS interact with anyone that they need to rescue.  It could be anyone on the hills from a lone walker stranded or injured to a group of walkers or school children on a walk.  They usually get called out when the weather turns bad or when someone is injured and are unable to move without professional help.

· The Military often do field exercises where they get out onto the hills and train for different situations.  Sometimes even with all of their training and experience things can happen that make them need assistance from injury’s to getting lost etc.  The RAFMRS respond to them and get them back to safety.

· The main reason the RAFFMRS was set up was to rescue pilots that have to eject.  The recent famous example is when two American F-15 Eagles crashed into a mountain in Scotland.  The RAFMRS where deployed from RAF Kinloss to look for the pilots.

The volunteers do not get paid for working for the RAFMRS and also do their normal day jobs as well.  They have no power from the government to do what they do.  They where set up internally by the RAF.  

· If there were no mountain rescue service then people would die on the hills every day.  

· The outdoors is a very dangerous place if you do not know what you are doing and there are many inexperienced people going out now who get themselves into trouble.  

· There would be no one to look after the Military when they go out and they could die.  

· This would make people less willing to join the military.  

