The RNLI is a non-statutory service.  They do not get funding from the government, they rely on donations and charity to keep them going.  

The services that the RNLI provide are mainly:

· Rescuing people at sea.

· Supporting other rescue services.

· Making people aware of the dangers of the sea.

· While rescuing people at sea the NLI teams interact with a vast number of people.

· In the rescue attempt to save 26 cockle-pickers there were two RNLI lifeboats launched, they were in contact with the crew of an RAF Sea King Helicopter who were also searching.  On the shore there where police and ambulance services.  They also interact with the people who are being rescued to find out information on any other survivors or anything that can help them with the rest of the search.

· The RNLI work in support of other services such as the Maritime and coastguard agency, the Royal Navy, the RAF and the cliff rescue team to name a few.

· The RNLI have presenters who go into the community and make people aware of the dangers of the sea and what the RNLI do.  They talk to community group, school children, normal members f the public etc.

The RNLI have no powers from the government and everyone is a volunteer.  They do this because they want to save lives.  There is a need for the RNLI because people often get lost or in difficulty at sea.  The RNLI provide this service to give them a chance of being saved.

Without the RNLI 

· Anyone lost would almost certain die.

· There would be no support for any other rescue services.

· People who go to sea would not be as confident because they know that there is no one who is there to rescue them if they get into trouble.

