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SUMMER HILL CRICKET CLUB INC

Newsletter Number 8 – 11 March 2004
Editor’s note

Apologies for the break between newsletters. Unfortunately, my computer has proved a little unreliable.

Under 10 Gold v Strathfield

Match report Reporter: Michael Ward

Under threatening skies Strathfield won the toss and sent the Golds into bat.  The outfield was heavy and runs were hard to get but Robbie (9*) and Ezra (14) put together an opening stand of 20 runs. Luke (13*) and Reuben (7*) also put on a good stand, theirs reaching 31 runs. 

The runs came very slowly as the tight Strathfield attack gave nothing away with both accurate bowling and a lack of no balls and wides.  However, the late order batting led by Toby (7*), Blake (4*), Evan (38), Brendan (3*) and Nick(38), pushed the final score up 95 for the loss of just one wicket.

This was a great performance against one of the best bowling attacks in Under 10.  The Gold’s 64 runs from the bat (just 31 “sundries: no balls and wides) compares to our first match against Strathfield when we could only make 29 runs from the bat.  A big improvement.  This is also the fifth consecutive occasion we have made over 60 or 70 runs off the bat.  

Bowling Strathfield out for less than 95 was always going to be a big task, even if they had only 7 players.

They made a strong start, reach 35 runs in the 7th over, when Evan ( 2 overs, 1 wicket for 12 runs) produced a good ball on off stump that the Strathfield opener pushed up in the air to point where Luke held a very good catch.  In the next over Brendan made a great stop at deep cover to intercept the ball and then sent in a flat under arm throw for Robbie to take the bails off to run out the other opening batsman: 2 - 37.

Nine runs later Luke was in the game again fielding, running and throwing down the wicket for another run out:  3 – 46.

Strathfield recovered from this situation and looked in control of the game until Robbie took a good catch behind the wicket from Brendan (1 wicket for 10 runs from 3overs) to have them 4 –68.  The fortunes again swung back to Strathfield until Evan held a hot catch at mid-off from Robbie’s bowling (2 overs, 1 wicket for 3 runs) to have them at 5 –89.  With just one wicket in hand and 7 runs to win, the game could have gone either way.  As it was Strathfield got home to win the match in the 24th over.

Despite not winning, it was another great team effort that with a little bit of luck might have seen the result go our way.  For example, Finn (2 overs for 11 runs), Nick (3 overs for 8 runs) and Toby ((2 over for 8) each bowled overs that were consistently on a good length on off stump that could easily have taken several wickets, but just missed the bat and/or the stumps.  

In the field, in addition to the catching and run out already reported, Blake and Ezra again did a good job on the deep boundary.  Ben did a well in his first stint behind the stumps, with Finn and Reuben backing up well at backstop and in the deep.

Strathfield 5 -99 def Gold 1 - 95
U10 Green v Strathfield 

Round 6 - 21/2/04

Report by John Jacobs

Coach: Mustak Shaikh

The heat of the sun was relentless as the Gallant Greens took up their positions to field against Strathfield. Rahul for Greens' won the toss and decided to field. Ben and Thomas opened the bowling and the scene was set for what was to be the best game of the season. Michael and Zac were able to run out two opposing players with a direct hit that would have made Steve Waugh proud not to mention their parents. The fielding by all members of the Greens was extraordinary. The Greens were focussed, determined and intent on playing as a team eager to win. By the end of 4th over Strathfield had three batsmen back in the pavilion all run out to excellent fielding. Consistent bowling from Nathan, Cormac, Rahul, Thomas, Charlie, Joe and Sahil sent a very clear message -the Gallant Greens were not going to be easybeats. Cormac and Sahil ended their quota with one wicket each. The bowlers were supported wholeheartedly by fantastic fielding by all members of the Greens. Strathfield had set a challenging target of 5 wickets for 111 runs and the Greens knew that they had to do something special to win the match. Earlier Greens have lost two close encounters with Strathfield. 

Nathan and Michael opened the batting determined to reward the Greens for their fantastic fielding. Unfortunately, some accurate bowling by the Strathfield sent both batsmen back to the sheds earlier than expected or wanted. Cormac, feeling somewhat heavy in the head from a cold, marched in to bat. Unfortunately, Cormac was unable to lift the run rate as expected. Fortunately, Ben strolled onto the pitch and this seemed to raise Cormac's spirits and he was able to score his 20 and retired. Ben was focussed and hungry for some runs. He was able to lift the run rate and reach his twenty with some fine stroke play and running between wickets. But the surprise of the day was Zac. Zac was on fire! Always giving 110% Zac's batting performance was to make the difference. Some excellent running between the wickets with Ben allowed Zac to reach his first 20 at this level with two boundaries. Upon retiring, Charlie, Sahil, Rahul , Joe and Thomas followed and the game was reaching a climactic, nervous conclusion. The pressure was building as the required run rate was mounting close to 6 runs an over. There were quite a few run outs in Greens as they try to steal run every ball. In the last over Greens needed 6 runs. The first two balls had two run outs. With mounting pressure to score Cormac and Ben were sent back in and with 4 balls to go and 6 runs to win, Ben hit a four followed by a wide and a single and the match was sealed. Once again the Gallant Greens had managed to surprise and excite the fortunate onlookers with a performance that indicated what they were capable of and which set the foundation for some great games to be played. Well done, Greens!

Result: SH Green won by 3 wickets

U10 Div 1 Green v Blue 

Rosedale, Croydon Pk 28/02/04 

(Round 7)

Coach: Mustak Shaikh

A bright, sunny day greeted the gallant Summer Hill Greens as they took to the field after Joe lost the toss. Nathan and Cormac opened the bowling for SH Green and provided some consistent bowling.  However, Blues opening pair was intent on hitting shots and scoring at brisk run rate. At drinks interval they were on 70 runs. However, soon after Sahil got the first break through when Cormac held a good catch at short mid-on. After that Blues were struggling and lost wickets at regular interval. Zac and Thomas captured a wicket each as well.  Charlie, Joe, Rahul and Michael supported well by bowling accurately. It was great to watch Greens fielding-chasing and diving to stop boundaries. In the second half they bowled and fielded excellent reflected by the fact that only 45 runs scored in 14 over. SH Blue scored 115 runs in 30 overs exactly the same when both teams met in the earlier round. 

The gallant Greens started disastrously when Zac and Nathan were quickly back in the pavilion. Michael and Cormac steadily batted for next few overs and steadied the inning. Michael opened up after a while and started hitting boundaries. He retired at 20 that came after a long gap. Cormac was proving anchor at one end. At drinks Greens' were 68 still long way from the target. However, Charlie had different plan. He played a brave inning after coping couple on body. He was smartly cutting and glancing anything pitched outside stumps. Cormac soon reached 20 retired. On the other end Rahul, Sahil, Joe and Thomas departed after scoring few runs. The target was getting closer when Michael went in to bat. He scored couple of boundaries and made target look easy. Greens required 3 runs in last over when Michael was bowled at his personal best 36. Cormac (26 no) scored quickly required runs with Charlie not out on 11. It was a great victory for Greens. Congratulations!

Match Result: SH Green won by 1 wicket. 

U10 Div 1  Green v Red 

6/3/04  at Mahoney Park, Marrickville. 

Coach: Mustak Shaikh

SH Red won the toss and decided to bat on a cloudy day. Rain was ready to spoil the party at anytime. Red went on their business and started scoring freely. Greens were struggling, as ball was wet and slippery and only 8 players on the field. But Greens restricted Red to 134 in 30 overs. It was a great performance from Greens in very tough conditions. Nathan, Cormac, Joe and Michael finished with one wicket each. Michael also held two catches. They were very well supported by Charlie, Sahil, Rahul and Zac by bowling straight and accurate. The great improvement was no balls and wides. Sundries have gone down to fewer than 30 runs (20 %) from the days when it used to be more than 50% of the total score. Great achievement!

Greens started steadily when Nathan and Cormac opened against some quality pace bowling. Cormac (8 runs) was unlucky to get a nick and was caught behind. Joe took up the challenge and scored his first boundary. Nathan (6 runs) departed soon caught at point. Michael and Joe steadied the inning. Michael was at his best scoring freely and soon he retired at 20 with four boundaries. Charlie joined in Joe but soon both were out. Sahil and Rahul tried to stabilise the inning. Sahil (5 runs) departed when he was bowled around the leg. He hit one boundary. Zac was hit on a thigh but he bravely carried on. He was also caught at point. Michael joined in just to see Rahul bowled on the other end. Greens were bundled out for 53 runs. It was the big loss for Greens. But they fought brilliantly with 8 players. Good on ya!

Result: SH Green lost by 81 runs.

U12 Green v Newtown

Saturday, 31 January
The resumption of the season caught the association a sleep as they had booked the same ground for two games. A big thankyou to Bruce from the Reds who, with Ashfield, located a ground nearby. So, we where underway late, with a win of the toss and a decision to bat. It was another great start from the openers Javid and Patrick, who for the 2nd game in succession had a partnership greater than 50. At drinks we were 0-56 and the team was hopeful of scoring a 100 for the first time in division 1. Losing Patrick after drinks, saw Seamus come to the wicket, who was dismissed 6 balls later for 11! Then a collapse, losing 5 - 9, before Mat and Nick steadied the slide and edge us closer to 3 figures. Alas we fell 4 runs short (and that was due to the decision to shorten the game by two overs per team). It was still our highest score yet and the boys were very pleased with themselves.

 

In our last game against Ashfield we defended less runs and won. This time, we had a few too many wayward deliveries, bowling 17 wides and 14 no balls!!. Looks like the Christmas break has left the boys short of practice and it was evident today. Javid bowled well at the top of the innings, and there was a great run out from Max to Nick, which saw a diving Newtown Batsmen short of his crease. Eugene gave us a glimmer of hope at the end taking two wickets in an over, including a leg break that SCG MacGill would have been proud of. As usual the team kept trying to the end, even pass the end they were still saying 'come on Green'.  In the end they lost a very good natured game that was played in an excellent spirit by both teams.

 Thanks to Paul and Pete with assistance in the umpiring duties and to Ravi who's scores for us. Any other parents who would like a go, just ask and we will gladly give you a turn. See you next week at Beaman!!! Our first game in 8 weeks that is not at Parry. Hope your not there Bruce :-)

U12 Greens v Ashfield

Saturday 20 December

I’m sitting here at Mollymook, with a beer overlooking the water, on the first day of a 3-week break. I don’t have the scorebook with me, so I’m relying on my memory. This will probably embellish the report somewhat, however it’s nothing less that the team deserves. There where several great things to happen on Saturday, it was the game before Christmas and we had such a roll-up of parents and helpers that for the first time ever I sat and watched the game from the boundary. I’d like to thank Patrick’s brother James who umpired and scored, to Patrick’s Mum Heather who scored and to Paul and Marcos who umpired. Winning the toss, we decided to bat and had the best start ever. Javid and Patrick put on 50 for the opening wicket!!! That’s right 50, before Javid was run-out for 26. While in the 50’s we loss 6 wickets to be 6-60, and we managed to make our way to 88 in the 33rd over, with thanks to Mat who made 9. Mat had to leave early as he had a singing engagement, and Eugene left the field soon after the start with a shoulder strain, and so with 9 fieldsmen the Greens set out to defend their score. Before Ashfield took the field I reminded the boys that Ashfield only had 9 players and therefore they where already 2-0. This appeared to inspire the boys as they talked, fielded and chased like a champion team. Wickets fell at regular intervals, and at the fall of each wicket the boys talked to each other, and applied pressure to the incoming batsmen. What was sensational was the catching and fielding. Nicholas had his best game at wicket keeper, conceding 0 byes and standing close to the stumps so that the ball wouldn’t bounce twice. Max J took his very first caught and bowled and finished with 2 for 2 off 2 overs. Patrick took a great catch, Mitchell bowled two overs for two runs, a great improvement from his last outing. Tim came on and bowled sensationally, bowling an Ashfield batsman with a great Yorker. Oscar reminded me of Gary Gilmour as he swung the bowl from off to leg, Anthony bowled his left arm china-men with more accuracy than ever, with very ball greeted with ‘great ball AJ’. Nicholas took off the pads and took a wicket; Max S was sporting a very bruised thumb and took a wicket, with great pace and accuracy. To cap it off Max J took his third catch of the innings, fielding at backward square and came forward and down to a ball the was travelling. The team cheered, the coach cheered and the parents and siblings game then a victorious send off. Patrick who said ‘Merry Christmas Coach’ summed it up.  Thanks to the parents who have scored, umpired and cheered the Greens in 2003, and we look forward to coming home with a ‘Wet Sail’ in 2004.
 Greens 88 def Ashfield 44.

U10s Red v Green

6 March 2004

Reporter:  Nick Miller

The Summer Hill derby at Mahoney was played under cloud and occasional drizzle.  Jack won the toss for the Reds and elected to bat on a morning where everything clicked into place for the Reds – before the rain really came down!

The Reds big totals continued with Jake (24 not out) and Jack (20 not out) again combining for an excellent opening partnership with some big hitting from Jake and some rare (for U10s) twos by Jack.  At 15 overs the Reds were 1 for 71 and Hamish (23 not out) went on to make his first 20 on the back of four sweetly timed fours.  

All the Reds had a bat, with Josh making 9 and Max (8 not out) retired after hitting a four and two.  Oscar anchored the tail with an invaluable and well-compiled 16 not out.  The final score after 30 overs was 5 for 134.

Jack and Noa opened the bowling and kept things tight as well as bowling fast.  Hamish was then introduced into the attack and snared two crucial wickets – one caught behind by Josh and one caught by Oscar - who then conceded just 1 run off his 2 over spell.  Bevan bowled a great line and took a wicket thanks to another Josh catch.  Josh – keen to be in the game stumped a Green batsman off Tim’s bowling.  Hugh bowled an excellent tight spell also before Jake stormed in after the drinks break to take two wickets in an over – one bowled and one caught (by Josh who was now in the field after his 15 over keeping stint).

The first ball of Max’s first over and the 17th of Greens innings saw the wickets tumble and the team all out for 53.

The game was a great team effort for Summer Hill Red.

Summer Hill Red 5 for 134 defeated Summer Hill Green 7 for 53

UNDER 12 RED v MARRICKVILLE WHITE 
28/2/04

Reporter:
Richard Pearson

A game against confirmed wooden spooners Marrickville seemed an ideal way to shrug off the last round shock loss to ACC 3.

Returning to our comfort zone of batting first – things started disastrously and only got worse.  Tom S was unluckily out for a first ball of the match duck, caught behind after gloving a leg side delivery.  When Anubhav followed for the same (lack of) score, we were a worrying 2/0.  The scoreline then began to read like a ‘Best and Less’ sale – 3 for 1, 4 for 7, 5 for 11.  

A good partnership of 22 between Tom C (20) and Jack (3) started to steady the ship, but when drinks were taken at 6/33, there was still a lot to be done, even against he modestly credentialed Marrickville batting line up.

Fortunately, in our final reverse order batting line up for the season, there were still good batsmen to come.  The key proved to be Seamus who came in with the score on 33 and was last man out with the score advanced to 79.  While only making 16, he shared in valuable partnerships with Tom C, Jacob (3), Michael (14) and Des (2*).  The final  score of 79, while modest, was higher than anything Marrickville had managed all season.

The Marrickville innings began as badly as ours had, with Tom the Terroriser taking 2 wickets, both bowled, in his first over.  A period of consolidation followed for Marrickville and with their score sitting on 2/38 in the 13th over, there was much nervous pacing from some parents (your correspondent included).

The break through came when Anubhav had Marrickville’s plucky number 4 smartly caught by Tom C at first slip.  Jacob then proceeded to claim wickets with the last ball of his first over and the first ball of his second over.  With a hat trick beckoning he…bowled a no ball, only for the reprieved batsman to run himself out!  Our second ‘team hat trick’ this season against Marrickville.

Following this flurry of activity, the innings was finished off relatively quickly with wickets to Seamus (umpire Carr’s first lbw decision, and very plumb it looked too) and Michael.  Michael’s wicket was the result of a very sharp slips catch by Jonathan, a rapidly improving fielder.

While the boys triumphed by 23 runs, it was the second successive game in which we have been challenged by an improving team lacking a full complement of players.  A total of 21 sundries conceded from 19.4 overs is also too many.  A focussed effort is now needed to finish off the season as Division 2 Premiers.  As my old dad might say, “winning a championship is a privilege, not a right”… so let’s go out there and earn it!!

Summer Hill 79  defeated Marrickville 56

U14 Blue v Gold

Coach: Alex Lofts.  Manager: Trevor Hambley

After much trouble with e-mail and reports disappearing into the netherworld, hopefully a report on an excellent game will make it through. Our game against the Golds was a hard fought tussle played with great competitive spirit, a game both teams can feel proud about. At the end of a tension-packed morning, the Blues may have fallen just 4 runs short of their opponents' score but they were by no means vanquished. The difference in the end was not better bowling, batting or fielding, nor was it team spirit; in such a close game something relatively simple can prove fundamental and that basic simple difference was running between wickets. The Gold team ran the first run harder and looked for the second more often than did the Blues who were just that degree more hesitant.

Still the game was not decided until the last balls of the 32nd over. We won the toss and inserted the Golds and then bowled and fielded brilliantly, as is illustrated by just one wide being bowled in the entire innings. One of the most pleasing moments was a superb running catch by Edward, who kept up his great form from the previous match against Marrickville. The entire team, spurred on by Kiran from behind the stumps, fielded alertly, supporting the bowlers and making the Golds fight for every run. 

With Max and Callum M bowling, the Gold batsmen soon found themselves hemmed in. Max was to bowl 4 maidens in his spell ending with 1 for 18 after 8. Callum also bowled tightly; 1 for 14 after 8 with 3 maidens. Angus showed a further return to the form which made him arguably the best bowler in last year’s under 12 comp ending 1 for 25 after 8, consistently confining the batsmen to 1 or 2 an over. The pressure showed when the Golds, going for a second run, ignored Christian’s sure arm and Kiran’s quick reactions, a combination which saw our opponent’s key batsman run out.

There are always such standout moments in a game. Edward (that catch was brilliant) was excellent in the field and so was Sai. But then Callum L was also energetic and sure handed, Callum M his usual athletic self, Ben did a great job behind the stumps and in the field and Sam bowled well and prevented balls getting across the boundary.

After 32 overs we had 103 runs to chase. The Golds set the most attacking field I’ve seen for a long time. Silly mid-on and silly mid-off with their toes on the 10-metre circle, a slips cordon, close in square leg and point. Our openers Sam and Callum L were not intimidated and began briskly, with beautiful drives through the gaps and others lucky to be stopped - all elbow up, head down and ball along the ground. In the sixth over, Sam, with one of those great sporting gestures you hope will remain part of cricket, walked. He popped a yorker up to one of those close-in fielders. Neither umpire was sure if it was a bump ball or not. But Sam thought it was a fair catch, just. When asked later he said, ‘It was either tainted victory or honesty.’ And that may be true. But at 1 for 12 we had by no means lost sight of victory. Despite many good shots going to hand with the close set field, the two Callums set about keeping the run-rate respectable, ticking over the score with some elegant stroke play until Callum M fell victim to his late habit of shuffling onto his back foot before moving forward. Soon after, in attempt to push the score along. Callum L tried to play a pull shot too close to his body and was caught behind. Christian dug in for one of his stubborn innings in combination with Ben who is capable of taking an attacking field apart. Tragically, he was run out unnecessary on a no-ball. The call may have been risky but the mistake of not grounding his bat cost Ben a promising innings. Instead of a respectable 1 for 29 in the 13th over, we were now 4 for 34 in the 15th.

With Kiran, Angus, Max, Sai and Edward still to come and a reasonable run-rate, we were still feeling positive. Kiran stepped up to play his best innings of the year, ably supported by Christian who, at Kiran’s prompting, was running much harder than is his custom. The runs flowed more freely, the field moved to more defensive positions. Then Christian finally holed out, going for the big hit, after a very important 19 off the bat. We needed 27 off 24 balls and breaking out from accurate spin and pace attack was difficult. But Kiran and Angus looked capable of snatching victory. After an excellent innings of 39, Kiran was bowled trying to send one over the boundary. Kiran had handed us the possibility of victory and Angus and Max took up the challenge. Max has never run so fast between stumps and Angus was marching down the wicket to attack the spin like a gladiator. With 14 to get off the last over for victory, the boys blasted 10. 

So close- but after such a tussle, after a spirited game played in a wonderfully sporting manner, both teams could leave feeling proud. Cricket, to use the old cliché, was the winner.

 Gold, 6 for 103 def Hill Blue, 6 for 99

U10Red v Belmore Rovers 

28 February

Scribe: Rae Jones
In a tough high scoring match, Summer Hill Red finally defeated Belmore by 166 to 122. Despite the margin the game was not an easy win and both sides showed considerable skill and determination under pressure.

Summer Hill Red batted first with Tim Davies showing a stubborn defence to hold out an accurate attack before being finally run out. Oscar Godfrey also batted well with some neatly placed glides to the off side before his innings was finished prematurely by another run out. Josh also made a promising start before being out to a well judged catch at square leg. Noa Yap also put his ability with the pull and sweep shots on display. 

Both Jack and Jake scored twenties. Jake showed control and power in a short furious innings, while Jack played sedately and calmly. Both returned at the end to pound the exhausted Belmore bowlers in the last few overs, with each scoring 29 not out at the close.

When Belmore came into bat, Jack Codd Miller followed up his fine batting performance with a wicket in his first over. The fast ball caught the edge and flew to the waiting gloves of keeper Bevan Jones. Hamish caught a difficult chance off a well flighted spinner from Max, and Josh Sauze also bowled with fire and penetration to take a wicket and slow the Belmore onslaught. Hugh also did some fine work in the field. 

Belmore fought on and put together a respectable total. The Rovers showed great courage and did not give up despite the formidable task before them. 

Summer Hill Red batted extremely powerfully and there was considerable depth in bowling and fielding. The most obvious weakness on the day was the running between the wickets, with four batsmen being run out. With a little fine tuning, the Reds should be well placed to continue this year’s winning streak.

U12 Red v Ashfield CC 3

14 February 
Reporter:  Bruce Carr

The Reds played an exciting match against a fast improving young Ashfield team.  Ashfield won the toss and chose to bat.  Early hopes of a quick victory against a team of 8 players were dashed when Ashfield batted courageously and with a little luck to gradually carve out a competitive score. 

The first wicket came in Tim's first over - a great catch diving forward by Desi at mid wicket.  Tom Sanderson continued to show improvement with the ball producing some fine looping leg spin deliveries.  He snapped up the second wicket, caught at deep mid wicket by Jed.  Jed was the third wicket taker inducing a catch to the keeper to dismiss the Ashfield opener.  But Ashfield had 64 runs on the board at the drinks break and plenty of wickets in hand.

Some much improved bowling and fielding after the break slowed the run rate considerably and produced much needed wickets.  Ashfield lost 3 wickets for 16 runs in the next 7 overs, one to a great piece of fielding by Seamus who raced around behind the keeper to retrieve the ball and return it quickly for a great run out.  The last wicket pairing for Ashfield held out the bowling for 9 more overs to add a crucial 17 runs to the score.

With the Reds' top two batters away or carrying drinks the run chase was expected to be tighter than usual.  Ashfield bowled well and key batters fell early in the innings to have the Reds in trouble at 3 for 9 in the seventh over.  Tim showed good resistance to compile a patient 7 runs and he was well supported by Ewan who made his season's best score of 5 before running himself out.

At 6 for 41 in the 19th over Summer Hill were in trouble.  Enter Tom Callaghan!  He immediately set about the bowling and cracked a boundary from one of the first balls he faced.  Jack and Tom put on a great partnership of 24 runs that ended in mishap with Jack running himself out to keep the freer scoring Tom at the crease.  But Jack had also achieved his best score of the season - a well compiled 5 runs.

Tom made an enterprising 12 but eventually succumbed to some tight bowling and dragged a hook shot right round onto his stumps.  Des provided great support with an unbeaten 8 runs and Jed, coming in at number ten, steered the team to within a whisker of victory when he was dismissed for 15.  

With Summer Hill apparently cruising to victory Ashfield fought back with some accurate bowling, eventually being rewarded with the two wickets they needed to secure victory.  So ended the Reds unbeaten record in Division 2 - the solace being that on the day they were outplayed by a gallant young team which fully deserved reward for its efforts. 
Summer Hill Red  92   lost to   ACC3 96
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