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SUMMER HILL CRICKET CLUB INC

Newsletter Number 7 – 12 February 2004
Editor’s note

Happy new year cricketers! 

Yet again, Santa was very generous to aspiring test players. In the first two games this year there has been a fair bit of new equipment out and about. His sleigh must have groaned as it detoured at Kingsgrove!

Over the last few years, Manly Cricket Club has taken the lead in promoting and enforcing sledging free cricket. This is initiative is long overdue as there has been a pronounced deterioration in player behaviour at the most senior level of Australia cricket in the last fifteen years. This unfortunately has been followed at lower levels.
In light of a recent incident between a Summer Hill senior player and player from another team, the Club is reviewing its policy in relation to acceptable behaviour with a view to reinforcing player personal commitment to exemplary behaviour on the field when representing Summer Hill.

All parents and players will be provided with information on Club expectations before the start of the 2004/05 season.

Web surfers please note U10 Green website http://www.users.bigpond.net.au/parry
Players please note photographs this Saturday (14/2) at Croydon Park on Saturday 14 February after matches finish.

A team photo costs $13, while individual portraits are $12 and a package of both costs $19.  

Please have your money on the day.

Under 10 Div 1  Green v Belmore,  Ashfield Park 

7 February 2004 

Report by John Jacobs

Coach: Mustak Shaikh
A blistering hot summer’s day greeted the Gallant Greens at Ashfield Park as Belmore took to the field hoping to shorten the innings with some fine bowling and fielding. Zac won the toss and Greens decided to bat first. Nathan and Michael opened with Nathan playing with a confidence that put a tinkle in his dad’s eye. Michael approached the batting crease hoping to stay there till dinner, such was his determination. However, the best intentions don’t always end with the most favoured results. Nathan scored a quick 15 runs before being caught on the boundary and Michael was to be the first of many runouts that was to determine the outcome of the match. Zac (10) played with a renewed confidence and managed to score his highest runs to date. But alas was also run out. Cormac, the Smasher soon followed and scored a fine 18 runs with couple of great hits to the boundary. Unfortunately for Ben, he too was cheaply run out for 8 runs. The Gallant Greens seemed to melting under the relentless heat of the sun. Charlie, Sahil, Thomas, Joe and Rahul all attempted to lift the run rate but to no avail. The Gallant Greens all out for 99 runs.

The circumstances did not favour the Greens but the Greens were going to give it their best nevertheless. Some fine consistent, straight bowling by Michael, Cormac, Ben and Nathan offered some hope initially but fortune was to by pass the Greens. A much improved bowling performance by Charlie combined with the determination of Sahil and Thomas could not stop the rapid run rate and in a short time Belmore got the required runs. The Gallant Greens were to return to the sheds pondering once again on what may have been. Nevertheless, with every loss there is much gained from the experience and the ordinary team soon becomes extra-ordinary if the willingness to build on the strengths rather than dwell on the weaknesses is encouraged. The Greens would have to get their act together and lift their game in coming matches. 

Result: SH Green lost by 7 wickets

U12 Gold v ACC 1
7 February 2004

Reporter: Aashish Ali

A hot Saturday morning, a mix up with the ground at Croydon, a scamper to replacement ground Flockhart and a half hour delay to the start- before we won the toss and batted. Some fine swing bowling by ACC restricted openers Nick T and Nick D until Nick D was adjudged lb early on. Alex Sheard came to the crease and with Nick T put together a long partnership. Trying to keep their wickets intact meant that scoring was slow and at the break we averaged two an over. The threat of early retirement was enough for both to step up the tempo and the run rate lifted with fine shots and good running between the wickets until Alex (15) was caught trying rightly to force the pace and Nick was retired unbeaten on 22. A minor collapse followed with Martin and David both being dismissed without much addition to the score. Salim hit a couple of fours and took some singles but he too was smartly caught at short cover, trying to up the rate.  Nick A swung the bat and connected but did not last and we then lost wickets regularly as Ashfield tightened the noose. Gold were dismissed for a paltry 89.

We needed an early breakthrough to have any chance. The bowlers toiled hard without luck as the ball flew in the air just short of fielders. Ashfield put on a solid opening stand and were well on their way before a direct hit by Salim (just returned to the field after copping one in the face as keeper) got us a wicket. Nick D then took a sharp chance at slip, Alex G’s bouncy delivery resulted in a catch to Salim at mid on and suddenly we were in the game again. As wickets fell our hopes rose, ACC had to get 5 runs with 2 wickets remaining and anything could have happened. In the end our total was too small and ACC reached it without further hiccup- if only we had another 20 runs! We need to work on our batting to keep wickets in hand but also keep the score moving along. 

Result: ACC 7/94 def SH 7/89.

U12 Red v Hurlstone Park

7 February 2004

Reporter:  Bruce Carr

What is it about Hughes Park?  In the last 3 innings we have seen there, a total of 6 wickets have fallen in the first over, not to mention the dropped catches.  Perhaps it is the oil in the pitch which seems to be dispersing through the whole surface.  But oil does not make batters play across the line or spoon easy catches to the close in field

This morning it was the Reds' turn to experience the early setbacks.  At the end of the first over Tom C, Jack and Dessie had been and gone and the team found itself in the unfamiliar position of 3 for 1.  Jed strode to the wicket to join Michael who had opened the innings but so far had been merely a spectator to some exciting events 22 yards away.  Showing great temperament in a tight situation, they turned the innings around with a great partnership of 62 runs from 15 overs.  Both played some fine shots to pick up boundaries but they also showed patience when the bowling was on line.  Jed's innings finished on 18 but Michael went on with it to retire on 30 shortly after the drinks break.

There also were good contributions from Jacob (17 ret.) and Anubhav (20).  Jacob began slowly but his innings gathered pace.  His on drive to the mid wicket boundary was the shot of the morning.  Anubhav continues to favour across the line shots but is blessed with great timing and this was to be one of his on days.  A late order collapse brought Michael's return to the wicket and he aggressively set about the bowling to push his score to a new team record of 44 not out.  

Hurlstone Park chased well and after 24 overs were within 5 runs of Summer Hill's progress at the same stage.  But the return of the top line bowlers to the attack saw the tide turn and in the end a respectable winning margin was achieved.  Pick of the bowlers was Jacob (2 for 3 from 4 overs), Tom C. (2 for 8 from 4 overs) and Tom Sanderson with his season's best 2 for 17.  Tim showed great improvement to finish with 2 for 12.  Another personal highlight was Jonathan's first catch, taken well at the unfamiliar position of short mid wicket.

Overall it was much improved fielding performance but there is still plenty of scope for further improvement, particularly in the over rate which was once again too slow.  The team also needs to concentrate on its bowling as an uncharacteristic 51 runs were conceded to the opposition in wides and no balls on the narrow pitch.
Result: Summer Hill Red  8  for 138   defeated   Hurlstone Park all out 104 

U10 vs Strathfield

7 February 2004

Reporter:  Nick Miller

Strathfield won the toss and elected to field at Rudd Oval on a very hot morning, with both sides having 10 players.

Oscar (10) and Hamish (3) opened the innings steadily for the Reds.  Josh then anchored the middle order with a well-made 13, including two 4s.  Strathfield’s fielding was outstanding including three run outs.  A whirl wind 13 at the end by Jake (with two big 4s) added some much needed runs to the Reds score who completed the 30 overs at 7 for 94 (having been 3 for 45 after 15 overs).

The Reds had to field in extreme conditions with parents running water out and spraying the players regularly! Jack and Jake opened the bowling and immediately put the pressure on with the score 2 for 7 after 4 overs with Jack taking a caught and bowled plus bowling another Strathfield batsman.

All the Reds bowlers toiled hard in the heat but again no balls were an issue – 35 this week – as were a number of dropped catches.  Strathfield were 3 for 42 at 15 overs and all at the ground felt we were in for a close finish.  Noa and Oscar both bowled a maiden over – admirable in the situation and after 29 overs Strathfield were 5 for 87.  The last over was bowled by Jack and with aggressive running by Strathfield, a run out by the Reds and some over zealous fielding…scores were tied.  Certainly all the statistics were close – the Reds scored 47 off the bat, Strathfield 46 and the Reds 3 run-outs were matched by Strathfield’s 4.  Bevan and Hugh shared the wicket-keeping duties and did a fine job.

Bevan (2 overs) 0-8, Hamish (4) 0-14, Hugh (2) 0-6, Jack (5) 2-12, Jake (3) 0-6, Josh (3) 0-8, Max (2) 0-9, Noa (4) 0-7, Oscar (3) 0-5 and Tim (2) 0-6

The game was played in a great spirit and the result fitting for such an excellent tussle.

Summer Hill Red 7 for 94 tied with Strathfield 6 for 94

U12 Red v Ashfield CC 2

Saturday 31st January

Reporter:  Bruce Carr
It was a sunny morning, a light breeze was blowing and all seemed right for a perfect morning's cricket.  Coach and ward, stumps and boundary markers in hand, were preparing to disturb the flock of birds that were the present occupants of Parry 2 when suddenly, from behind, the silence was broken with a "Mr Carr, what are you doing here, this is our ground for today!".  

Before long four teams had assembled and one pitch was clearly insufficient to accommodate the expectations of everyone.  Some frantic calls to the Association, whispered anecdotes that Croydon was free, some territorial argy-bargy from a nesting spectator, mobile telephone calls across the mound between Parry 1 and Parry 2 and then a motorcade of cricketers relocated to Flockhart Park.  We had had a morning's entertainment without a ball being bowled!

Another toss was won and the usual strategy of ensuring a long dig was implemented by electing to bat.  Tom and Anubhav opened and contrived yet again to end their partnership in a run-out.  Tom chanced his lofty swing once too often and was bowled and Jacob did the most unusual thing of actually being dismissed.  The Reds had slumped to 3 for 24 at the end of the 10th over.

There followed a period of consolidation as Seamus (22 n.o.) and Tim steadied the innings but neither found a way to consistently penetrate the defensive ring of Ashfield fielders and the score progressed slowly to 48 at the end of the 20th.  A tonic was needed and it came in the form of Michael who had not batted since November.  He was certainly looking to make up for lost time, hitting 3 boundaries and generally stirring up the pace out in the middle with some aggressive running between the wickets.  He was well supported by the tale, albeit erratically, with Jed and Desi contriving ways to run themselves out.  Ewan showed much improved running between the wickets.

Returning to the crease after his retirement Michael pushed his score to 38 before he was dismissed from the second last ball of the 35th over trying to push the team's score to a defendable total.  In the end, the total of 111 seemed good enough with the long boundaries and slow outfield - the Reds just had to contain Ashfield's big hitters.

The Summer Hill bowling was again of a high standard.  Ashfield found it difficult to get the ball past the infield and made only 10 runs from the first 10 overs.  Tom produced his usual 2 maidens, one yielding a wicket, and Michael chimed to produce a faint nick and a catch behind to Oliver.

Then followed stalemate and farce as the batters dug in and the fielders wandered from side to side in confusion trying to cope with a progression of 5 left handed batsmen, but rarely two at once.  The over rate was very slow but the Reds eventually got there taking the last wicket with the clock ticking beyond 1.00pm.

Notable were Seamus's fine second spell of three overs which yielded 4 wickets to give him a fine 4 for 8 for the match.  Ewan "my feet is too big" Carr also produced a first for the team by bowling his last 2 overs wearing socks and taking the wicket to end the innings.  Congratulations also to Jed who took two fine catches at mid wicket (or cover) - was that a right hander or a left hander?

Summer Hill Red 7 for 111   defeated   Ashfield all out 71 

U12 Red v Marrickville White

Saturday 20 December 2004
Reporter:  Bruce Carr
The Reds finished the year with a comprehensive victory.  After winning the toss Summer Hill elected to bat.  The Marrickville bowling was hard to hit a scoring was slow.  With few wickets falling there were lots of retirements and many players contributed to the total of 120.  Seamus (17), Jacob (13) and Des with a season's best 12 runs were the players to reach double figures.  Jed made the most of his limited opportunity to make 7 from 5 balls.

Then the fun began.  With the first delivery of Marrickville's innings Tom Callaghan steamed in to produce a marvellous caught and bowled dismissal.  The remainder of his over featured 2 dropped catches and another wicket when he knocked over the stumps with his 5th delivery - a stunning double wicket maiden.  

The next over from Seamus, yielded even more disaster for Marrickville.  After a dot ball, then 2 wides, there followed bowled, run out, bowled for a team hat-trick.  Marrickville were 5 for 2 after two overs and the match had been effectively decided.  Wickets continued to fall with Tim, Jacob and Jed taking one each to have Marrickville all out half way through the 10th over.

It was an overwhelming performance from a young team that had worked hard during the first half of the season to lift its performance and skills.

Summer Hill Red 3 for 120   defeated   Marrickville White all out 15  

U10 Red v Green

31 January 2004

Reporter:  Nick Miller

Summer Hill Green won the toss and elected to field at Beaman 1, with both sides having 10 players.

Jake and Jack opened cautiously on a ground with a wet and slow outfield, under increasing heat.  Then after some good running between the wickets and the field spread Jake hit three great 4s in a row to reach his first 20 (retired) – the opening partnership 45.  At 15 overs the Reds were 2 for 59.  After the break with Jack needing one for his 20 he didn’t take a single and was then caught on 19 – made from one 4 and a rare 15 singles.  Hamish batted well (and with a sore foot) for 14 (retired) and Oscar for a quick 6 not out at the end.

The Reds made 4 for 122 after their 30 overs with Josh not batting.

Josh and Noa opened the bowling with pace and accuracy but by 15 overs the Greens with some excellent batting were 2 for 50 and the game was up for grabs. However crafty bowling changes by Steven and some spirited fielding (notably by Hugh) saw the Greens restricted to 4 for 95.

The even bowling performance of the Reds was of note – their 34 no balls something to work on at training!

Bevan (3 overs) 1-7, Hamish (3) 0-9, Hugh (2) 0-8, Jack (3) 0-6, Jake (2) 1-10, Josh (5) 1-9, Max (3) 0-12, Noa (4) 0-5, Oscar (3) 0-11, Tim (2) 0-6.

The game was a good return from holidays for all players and the Greens had improved greatly from the teams Round 1 encounter.

Result: Red, 4 for 122 defeated by 27 runs, Green 4 for 95

U12 Summer Hill Greens v Newtown
31 January 2004

The resumption of the season caught the association a sleep as they had booked the same ground for two games. A big thankyou to Bruce from the Reds who, with Ashfield, located a ground nearby. So, we where underway late, with a win of the toss and a decision to bat. It was another great start from the openers Javid and Patrick, who for the 2nd game in succession had a partnership greater than 50. At drinks we where 0-56 and the team was hopeful of scoring a 100 for the first time in division 1. Losing Patrick after drinks, saw Seamus come to the wicket, who was dismissed 6 balls later for 11! Then a collapse, losing 5 - 9, before Mat and Nick steadied the slide and edge us closer to 3 figures. Alas we fell 4 runs short ( and that was due to the decision to shorten the game by two overs per team). It was still our highest score yet and the boys were very pleased with themselves.

 

In our last game against Ashfield we defended less runs and won. This time, we had a few too many wayward deliveries, bowling 17 wides and 14 no balls!!. Looks like the Christmas break has left the boys short of practice and it was evident today. Javid bowled well at the top of the innings, and there was a great run out from Max to Nick, which saw a diving Newtown Batsmen short of his crease. Eugene gave us a glimmer of hope at the end taking two wickets in an over, including a leg break that SCG MacGill would have been proud of. As usual the team kept trying to the end, even pass the end they were still saying 'come on Green'.  In the end they lost a very good natured game, that was played in an excellent spirit by both teams.

 

Thanks to Paul and Pete with assistance in the umpiring duties and to Ravi who's scores for us. Any other parents who would like a go, just ask and we will gladly give you a turn. See you next week at Beaman!!! Our first game in 8 weeks that is not at Parry. Hope your not there Bruce :-)
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