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SUMMER HILL CRICKET CLUB INC

Newsletter Number 2 – 30 October 2003
Inside match reports on 
· U10 Red Vs Newtown

· U10 Green vs Blue at Lees Park
· U12 Green v ACC2
· U12 GOLD vs MARRICKVILLE 1

· U12 Blue vs Summer Hill Green 

· Under 14 Blues

U10 Red Vs Newtown

Round 3 - 25 October 

Match report: Rae Jones

This match was undoubtedly the most enthralling encounter in the History of the Summer Hill Red Team. As enthralled and fascinated parents and siblings clustered around the fringes of the ground calling out advice, the team’s fortunes swung back and forth. Later a tense silence settled over Beaman Park. The small crowd gasped and groaned each time a batsman prodded forward for a tentative single or a bowler rolled his arm over for another carefully directed delivery.

Summer Hill Red batted first. The Newtown attack was consistent and hostile and the score ticked over slowly and consistently. Opener Oscar retired on 15 and Haimish scored a useful 14, which included several strong sweeps to leg. Noah contributed a fine 23 but the persistent Newtown attack slowed the pace of scoring. As the end of the innings approached, the Reds were desperate for fast runs. After an uncertain start Jake found his touch and belted a series of well- timed and lusty shots to the leg boundary. Tim offered valuable late support.

Chasing a total of 111 the Summer Hill red bowlers emulated the tactics of the Newtown side, bowling with accuracy and precision. Haimish produced a good length delivery to take a wicket, while Hugh took a fine catch to dismiss a tenacious Newtown batsman. Tim broke a growing partnership. Jack shaved the stumps with fast deliveries several times, and then took a fine catch off the accurate and well flighted second last over bowled by left arm spinner Bevan. Had Jack missed the catch, Newtown would have won the match. During the last two overs, a streaky boundary or a misfield could have changed the result. It was possible for Newtown to have won the match off the last ball, which passed to the keeper. In an outstanding and hard fought encounter between two evenly matched teams, Summer Hill Red finally emerged victorious by the finest of margins. At the end of the match, the players congratulated each other with more than usual warmth. 

Summer Hill Red 111 def Newtown 109.

U10 Green vs Blue at Lees Park, 

Round 3 – 25 October 

Match Report: John Jacobs

Coach/Manager: Mustak Shaikh

A cloudy, dismal day greeted the gallant Summer Hill Greens as they took to the field to prove to the Summer Hill Blues or any other team once in for all that they were to be a force to reckon with. Thomas for SH Green loss the toss. Sahil and Nathan opened the bowling for SH Green and provided some consistent bowling against SH Blue that seemed to initially find their feet and were beginning to look comfortable. Nevertheless, a combination of fine fielding and relatively consistent bowling from Charlie, Michael, Joe, Thomas and Marcus was to slow down the progress of the Blues. With the introduction of Ben, Cormac and Zac, the Blues were soon to be in trouble. Ben cleaned bowled an opposing player and Zac managed to take two wonderful wickets with some consistent bowling as well. Zac is proving to be an excellent bowler consistently producing wonderful spell. SH Blue scored 115 runs in 30 overs. 

The gallant Greens were chomping at the bit to begin their batting spell. It became quickly obvious that Michael, Nathan, Sahil, Marcus and Ben were serious about making runs and they didn't disappoint. Michael and Charlie opened batting for SH Green. Michael was shaping his innings very well with couple of fine boundaries. Charlie on the other end was providing him great support. After giving a decent start Charlie was caught at short cover. Next one to go was Cormac who was unlucky to be bowled by a ball that kept low. There was minor collapse when Joe and Thomas were back in pavilion in no time. Nathan and Michael steadied the inning with some fine shots all around the wicket. Michael was stumped on 18 but he has set a momentum. Sahil joined Nathan and supported well. Nathan carried is aggressive batting with Sahil providing anchor role. Nathan reached his 22 and retired but by then SH Green was in sight of the target. Marcus and Sahil reached the target. In the end Ben and Zac provided entertaining cricket with some wonderful hits to the boundaries. Ben remained 17 not out. In no time, the gallant Greens had achieved their goal. A victory under difficult conditions was a reminder to upcoming opponents-rain, hail or shine, the Greens are serious contenders. 

Match Result: Green def Blue by 3 wickets. 

U12 Green v ACC2

Round 3 – 25 October 

Match report Mark Higgins 

With a slight drizzle surrounding Croydon park one, the boys were asked to bat first by their opponents. Off to a poor start, losing Seamus on the second ball, Javid and Patrick took the score to 61, before Javid was bowled for 23. Javid's innings contained 3 boundaries off 37 balls. Patrick played with confidence through out his innings, which included 2 boundaries and a 5! His 30 runs was the back bone of the innings and batted for 90 minutes to see that the greens had a good total. Anthony J started slowly, and finished with a flurry, retiring on 16, so that others could bat. During the last few overs there was a flurry of activity, Kamikaze running and wickets falling, so that at the end of our 35 overs we had amassed 132 for 5.

Ashfield started in opposite fashion to us, taking four of the second ball and moving to 18 with ease. Then the wheels fell off as first Javid with two wickets in two balls and then Oscar with a wicket on his second ball, had taken 3-0 off 6 balls!! From there on Ashfield never had the batsman to score the runs needed and a steady stream of batsmen came and went. After 29.3 overs they where dismissed for 92, with the disappointing note being that 53 runs came in the form of sundries, with 46 of those being no balls. This figure was 20 higher than last week and shows that concentration is required by all bowlers when given the opportunity to bowl.

Outstanding with the ball was Javid, who took four wickets for five runs off 3 overs, and four of those runs was a single shot!! Oscar, as always was neat and tidy collecting 1 wicket for 2 runs off 3 overs.  Matthew bowled tightly with out luck, and Nicholas and Patrick only conceded 6 byes between them. The game finished when Javid got one to move off the seam, hit the edge of the bat, and Nick took a fine catch in the gully.

Two games left in the round robin of sorts and a third win could secure a division one spot, a spot that this team deserves, as the gap between or sides and the Ashfield sides is evident, and playing 15 games against poorer opposition will not see the boys improve or grow as young cricketers.
12 Greens5/ 132 v Ashfield 92
U12 GOLD vs MARRICKVILLE 1

Round 3 – 25 October 

Match report Cindy Gordon

Our third game of the season saw us yet again at beautiful Parry Park, Lakemba. We won the toss and opted to bat. With uncomfortable drizzle and wind Nick D. and Joseph opened the batting. Both boys faced some awesome bowling by Marrickville, and Joseph was the first to succumb, posting six runs. The Marrickville side is to be admired for fielding tightly with only eight players and for their wicked bowling. Alex S. managed some good defensive play before being caught behind after one run. Some misfielding from the opposition saw Callum take advantage of running the byes, but he didn’t last long being caught after four runs. Guy had a great innings posting seven runs with four of them stopping centimetres (it seemed) from the boundary cheating the Golds from a load of fours! Daniel had a short time at the wicket facing some really amazing bowling and earning one run. All this while our opener, Nick D. remained untouched and slowly increasing the score although this was not easy due to the tight bowling.  Drinks break over and Xander took to the crease. Playing very defensively he took the advantage of running on the byes six times before being bowled. Nick D. retired at 31 runs, a great effort, leaving four batsmen to come. Mitchell hit well scoring two singles and a four before being caught. Salim’s time at the crease was short, unfortunately, as he was caught only having faced a handful of balls. Nick T. showed fine batting skill by scoring 24 n/o along with David 7 n/o bringing our final total to 111. Not a great total but with the excellent bowling Marrickville displayed we did well.

Joseph opened the bowling conceding only one run in the first over. Nick D. followed with some very accurate bowling that had the crowd crowing. It was Alex S. that took the first wicket in the fourth over thanks to the effective and dramatic catching ability of Nick D.  The second wicket came from Nik A, who was desperate for some action having been left off the batting side for this match (courtesy of a fine catch from Callum). Guy (0/5) and Daniel (0/7) demonstrated the type of economical bowling that kept the opposition’s scores low. Xander (0/7) and Mitchell (0/5) came on and kept the scoring down with tight bowling. They combined with Xander fielding a straight drive and throwing cleanly to Mitchell at the bowling end to effect a run out. Nick T. and David (0/9) took us to drinks looking promising with the total at 3/48.

Second over after drinks Salim took a wicket with his first ball (caught Nick D. again). Two balls later he took a beautiful caught and bowled to have Marrickville at 5/50. We were in the hunt! Then things quietened down. Marrickville edged forward. Wickets failed to fall. The fielding started fray. The dreaded Michael Stead arrived to bolster the Marrickville tail. Suddenly, with the score on 68, Nik A fields and throws to run out their highest scoring batsman. Two overs later, Nick T, who has been bowling very tightly fields off his own bowling to effect another run out. The score is now at 7/75, there are 8 overs left, we need another two wickets and Marrickville need another 36 runs, but Michael Stead is at the crease.

Joseph is thrown the ball. First ball is a dot. Second ball Michael takes a single. Third ball….. BOWLED. Great jubilation. One wicket to get. Michael is at the non striker's end. Joseph comes in to bowl……. BOWLED AGAIN! The match is over. Marrickville all out for 79 with their star batsman left without a partner.

A great game where we failed to dominate with the bat, but rose to the occasion with good bowling and fielding. Good results for Joseph (2/6), Salim (2/4) and Alex (1/3). Congratulations to Nik A, finally breaking the drought and taking 1/13. Batting honours to Nick D (again!) and Nick T for keeping their heads down under tough conditions. Personal bests to Xander, Daniel and Guy with the bat; Alex, Joseph, Nick T, Nik A, and Salim with best bowling figures and Xander and Guy posting their best partnerships to date.

SH Gold 8/111 def Marrickville 1 9/79

U12 Blue vs Summer Hill Green 

Round 2 - 18 October 
Coach & Reporter: Brian Ashmore

Manager: Bill Watson

The first day of cricketing summer arrived in time for this local derby between two skilled Summer Hill sides.

The batting sheet anchor for the Blues was Jordon  who scored a chanceless 33 sprinkled with his trademark unstoppable cover drives. Geoffrey also scored his customary 30 but not without a few risks. Abhinav partnered Jordon for a long time before running himself out. Tom W then took over the anchor role with a patient 11 runs. Ewen, playing his first game for the year, held the final overs together for a handy 10 not out.

Although the opposition was eventually accounted for with 68 runs to spare, we still made hard work of bowling them out in exactly the allotted 35 overs. The Greens opening batter was given four lives on his way to making 30 not out, one a straightforward first slips catch. This match featured an exceptionally high number of run outs – four in total, all from throws by Alasdair who is a gifted ground fielder with a superb throwing arm. The keeper and receiver at the bowlers end were kept busy all day with at least another 5 close run out decisions. Another exceptional feature was Paddy managing a stumping standing up to Nishant  bowling. Nishant is our only fast bowler that a keeper can stand up to because he is so straight.  

Summer Hill Blue all out for 143, defeated Summer Hill Green, all out for 75.

Jordon 33 runs, Geoffrey 30 Tom 11, Ewen 10.

Nishant 3 wickets for 4 runs, Abhinav 1 for 2, Jordon 1 for 4, Tom W, 1 for 12. 

Under 14 Blues

Season Report

Reporter: Alex Lofts

Manager: Trevor Hambley 

Assistant Coach: Charith De Silva

It's been a tough start to the year for a team which began as the Reds, with sudden reassignment as the Blues when the draws were published. While we have a lot of talent in the team, we also face a lot of challenges in a very good competition. So far we've shown a lot of character and fight. We bowl well, we can bat well but we need to field well under pressure.

On the other hand, luck hasn't gone our way. We are yet to field a full team for a whole match. In our second game against a very efficient Five Dock we had only seven wickets to play with but still managed hold out for 50 overs and finished at 7 for 113. Christian, who batted through the whole innings grittily and Sam, who used a life given after being bowled on a no-ball wisely, seeing off the quicks. Then our bowlers held a five Dock to 139. All of the available bowlers sent down accurate delivery after delivery, with only 9 wides and 7 no-balls in 38 overs. Angus (2 for 21 after 8 overs) Callum M (0 for 8 after 7) Max (0 for 20 after 4) Ben 1 for 16 after 4) Sam (2 for 5 after 4) Kiran, our leg-spinner (1 for  27 after 4) Christian (1 for 19 after 4) and Callum L (1 for 12 after 3).

You can read from those figures that Five Dock have a go-for-it approach, backed by skill honed in representative cricket. This was highlighted by them sending us back in for the last hour and a quarter, into which they managed to hurry 20 overs. But we held them out. Callum L and Sam set up the stand by not flinching against some ferocious deliveries. Callum was felled more than once and wore stitch marks on his leading finger for the next week Edward, Sai and James bravely faced some intimidating bowling. Christian was out LBW but then Callum M and Kiran saw out the remaining overs. 

It was a defeat but a brave one, even if we did let ourselves down a little in the field.

Now we have another battle on our hands against Strathfield. We began well holding the run rate to less than 2 an over for the first twenty, despite being without Callum M one of our key bowlers, who is out with an injured foot. In the 22nd over all hell broke loose with the Strathfield No 3, Sarkis scoring a remarkable 94 in the next 13 overs. Things looked dark indeed until Max trapped him LBW. Things still looked bleak at 4 for 175 but we fought back to get the next 6 wickets for just 24 runs. Fielding under that sort of pressure is hard but we have to get better at it.

Still the boys showed remarkable character not to give in, Sai, James (who stayed on the field despite pain from a virus) and Edward especially showed improvement 

We have to bat very determinedly to survive but that is certainly possible.
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