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Multiple Intelligence & Learning Style

We were instructed to take two personality and learning test to see how we as students learn the best. We got the chance to analyze that, and were given the task of applying that to our careers as educators in the near future. I enter the process as a skeptic of the tests, but as it would turn out I agree with most of what the test had to say, and actually have come to appreciate the insight they gave me.
According to my multiple intelligence test I am highly interpersonal. With a score of 41 it was by far the highest score when compared to the other aspects of the test.  I agreed for the most part with this test. It seemed to illustrate my personality and learning style pretty accurately.  The multiple intelligence and learning style inventory says people who are interpersonal do well at understanding people, leading others, organizing, communicating, and resolving conflicts.  I think this feature of my personality will be significant to my success as an educator because these are all important characteristics to have in order to be an effective teacher.  I hope this part of my personality will help me be more approachable by my students.


Secondly the test says I am a kinesthetic/body learner. According to the inventory kinesthetic learners like to be mobile, move around, touch, talk, and use body language. It also says kinesthetic learners learn best by interacting with the space around them.  I believe this personality trait will help me with getting and keeping my students attention by engaging them in hands on activities.

The test results also concluded that I am a naturalistic learner. The inventory says naturalistic learners like to be outdoors, around animals, in the elements, and interacting with the world around them. Naturalistic learners like to use their surroundings to learn from in a natural setting verses a classroom setting.  This can help me get my students involved by getting them out of the classroom and outside moving around and doing hands on activities to learn their lessons.


On the second learning style test the results show that I am “fairly well balanced on the scale” on all subjects except for the active vs. reflective learning scale.  The results showed that I prefer a learning environment that is more active, which I agree with.  I easily lose focus when my learning environment is reflectively based. In the other aspects of the test the results show me to be slightly intuitive vs. sensing, however is was a very small margin of difference.  The part of the test I do not agree with are the results claiming me to be a more visual vs. verbal learner.  In my experience as a student I have always retained information that I heard much easier than seen information.  Lastly the test concluded I am slightly more global vs. sequential. I also agree with the test at this aspect.  I can remember in high school being able to pull the theme out of a book or understanding a math problem without necessarily needing to work it out, or knowing how I came to the conclusion.  


For the most part I agree with the results of both the tests.  If I can apply these characteristics and learning styles to my teaching style I think it will better help my students respond to me and my lessons.  I want to be able to keep my classroom interesting to all my students, and help them gain the enthusiasm for agriculture that I have that started as a student in their position. I remember as a high school student being bored by the teachers who always did the same old routines day in and out. I will have the unique opportunity as an agriculture science teacher to explore all kinds of things with my students. I want to create environment where my students will be excited about learning. These test have not only illustrated the best way for me to learn, but also aspects of my personality that I can utilize in order to give my students the best chance as well.
