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SCANDINAVIAN CHOIR NEWSLETTER, MARCH 2009 


Dear Choir,

this is just to present the sightseeing suggestions for NZ.

DAY DATE TIME      MEET SCHEDULED EVENT                          UNIFORM

      -- ----- --------- ---- ---------------------------------------------- -


Fr 27/3  Fly To NZ, check in at 


ABELLA COURT MOTEL, 224 Greenlane Rd, Epsom, (Auckland) Ph +64 9 630 7864


Registration for Scandinavian Festival at Alexandra Park Function Centre, Auckland until 9pm.

Sa 28/3  1000 0930 Opening Ceremony ->morning tea ->parade             R


Sa 28/3  1245 Lunch, 1345 (Choice), 1445 Afternoon Tea


Sa 28/3  1530 1500 "Concert/Workshop". 1900 Gala Dinner                R


Su 29/3  1000 0930 Chuch Service w. Per Anders Sandgren ->Morning Tea


Su 29/3  1115 1100 Music with Faerd, 1215 Closing Ceremony, 1300 Lunch


Mo 30/3, Tu 31/3 Sightseeing around Auckland


We 1/4 To Quality Resort Heritage, 349 Fenton St, Rotorua, Ph +64 7 347 7686


Thursday, Friday Sightseeing around Rotorua, 


Saturday return to Abella Crt. Sunday 5/4 fly back to Melbourne.


Fr 10/4  1030-1200 0945 Good Friday service, then sing to procession   B

Su 12/4  1100-1200 1000 Easter Sunday, Church Service.

     R


Sa  2/5  1800-1930 1730 Valborg,  8.00 Concert (Bushfire Appeal)
  R, W


Su  3/5  1100-1200 1000 Church Service                                 R


Mo  11/5 1600-1700 1530 Naming of MV Tijuca at Station Pier            R


Sa  6/6  1900-1940 1830 Swedish National Day                           

           Y


Su  7/6  1100-1200 1000 Church Service (also 2/8, 6/9, 4/10, 1/11      R

Sa  20/6 1400-1540 1300 Midsummer           



           Y

Su 29/11 1100-1200 1000 Sunday service, First of Advent

     R


Su 13/12 1100-1200 1000 Norwegian Christmas service


     R


Mo 14/12 2000-2140 1900 Christmas Concert #19 (also Tuesday)           R


Su 20/12 1100-1200 1000 Danish Christmas service


     R    

Fr 25/12 0700-0800 0630 Julotta                                        R


Mo 1/2-10    
 1929 First rehearsal 2010


 -------------------

      Rehearse Mondays 1930 except summer, Public Holidays.

      Uniforms: R=Red scarves. Y=Yellow/blue, B=Black/white W=Warm

Top of Form 1

Roger suggests:

Sunday 29 March – Visit Mt Eden Garden 24 Omana Avenue Epsom,  in the afternoon. This garden paradise features one of the largest collections of camellias in the Southern Hemisphere. Aided by Auckland's subtropical climate and mild winters, the diverse mixture of plants includes native New Zealand plants and trees. Café serving Devonshire teas open until 4 pm . Entry fee NZ$6/conc $4.
Dinner at Y Not Princes Wharf Auckland Harbour . Possibility to enjoy the views from the 328 m high Auckland skytower at night. Entry fee NZ$21/$18.
Monday 30 March – Around Auckland Harbour. Drive across the Harbour bridge and see the remaining majestic stands of Kauri trees on the North shore. Continue onto Devonport by the Hauraki Gulf. Climb the extinct volcanoes 

that formed the coastline or go exploring Devonport Village with its wonderful range of unique specialty shops, cafes and restaurants. Meet for lunch at one of the local cafes.
Possibility of taking the 15 minute ferry ride across Auckland Harbor which is a cost ( NZ$5.20) and time efficient way to do a ‘mini ‘cruise. Pick up by own minibus at ferry terminal at Auckland Harbour and transport to the motel.

Dinner at Lone Star Cafe & Bar Auckland 8 Kent St, Newmarket Auckland. 

Tuesday 31 March Afternoon visit to Parnell and St Heliers by the southern shores of Auckland
Harbour. Parnell is the oldest part of Auckland with numerous art galleries,
cafees, boutiques and the nearby Auckland Domain. After afternoon coffee in
Parnell continue the drive out to St Heliers with views of volcanoe of
Rangitoto oveer the water.
Suggested dinner at Lava Restaurant , 425 Tamaki Drive, St Heliers with
views of Auckland Harbour and Rangitoto.

Wednesday 1 April – Check out of Abella Court Motel and transfer to Rotorua.
Colin Suggests:

TRAVEL to ROTORUA and return. In order to see as more of the country it is possible to do one trip by one route and the other by a slightly varied route.
Rotaurua is 235 km from Auckland and takes at least 3.5 hours plus stops, thus it will be wise to allow all of Wed April 1st for travel and sight seeing en route to Quality Resort Heritage, 349 Fenton St. Rotorua. http://www.heritageinn.co.nz/location.php 

Rotorua sits squarely on the Pacific Ring of Fire, so volcanic activity is part of the city’s past and present. Explore the geothermal areas and discover the unique culture of New Zealand’s Maori people. The daytime temperatures should be between 15 and 26C in April. 

Entry to cultural and heritage places and events can be quite expensive in Rotorua since it is a major destination for international visitors. There are plenty of places to eat and since there is no need to be highly organized and regimented, it is probably good to let people choose where they wish to eat each evening and at what cost. Some folk will want to go to a 'hangi' feast and Maori concert one evening. {If you have never been, it's probably a must!] These vary in price however the "Kingsgate Hotel" [Fenton St] website quotes $45.00 but could be more as they have not replied to my email. [I have been there.] Some more exclusive hotels charge $60 to $100 for a similar meal and entertainment. We may find something better offering when we get to Rotorua. 

On one of the two full days in Rotorua we could spend a morning or afternoon visiting 'Whakarewarewa Thermal Village' http://www.whakarewarewa.com/ General admission is $25.00 and includes a tour and a cultural performance at 11.15 or 2.15. [This I found to be more comprehensive,varied and better value than what is offered at the museum in the town.] 

The rest of the day would be free for exploring Rotorua. 
- Free things include: - 'Kuirau Park' the site of the most recent geothermal eruption - walk between bubbling mud pools, steaming holes, crater lakes and sulphur vents. 

- Government Gardens. These manicured gardens housing the Musuem and Blue Baths are a short walk from the town centre. 

- Redwood Memorial Grove Walking Track featuring the century old Californian redwoods, a boardwalk, the old thermal pool and exotic plant life. 

- The historic richly decorated St. Faith's Church, Ohinemutu, overlooking Lake Rotorua features woven and painted wall hangings and a window with a Maori Christ appearing to be walking on water. 

The Visitor Information Centre in Fenton Street will be able to offer other suggestions if these do not interest you or you want more specialized activities. 

The other full day could be taken up with one of the following two day trips. Since we have two vehicles, depending upon preferences, it would be possible to run both tours. 
1. ROTORUA to TAUPO - 
Travel Distance is approximately 82kms (52 miles). Allow at least 1 hour drive time on part of the Thermal Explorer Highway.The journey from Rotorua to Taupo is relatively short; therefore you will be able to enjoy a morning of cruising the highway with plenty of stops for photographs and general sightseeing.The scenery between Rotorua and Taupo is entertainment in itself thanks to the unique volcanic geography and spectacular forest plantations. 

.....................WAIMANGU VOLCANIC VALLEY
Also located approximately 20 minutes from Rotorua, this is eco-tourism at its finest! Stretch your legs with an easy walk within the native flora and fauna. 

..................TAUPO
Plan to arrive in Taupo by midday so you have plenty of time to enjoy the fabulous activities and attractions on offer in this popular New Zealand tourist resort. Taupo is located on the edge of New Zealand’s largest lake and with natural hot springs, Tongariro National Park, skiing and forests galore, it’s no surprise that Taupo is a favourite playground for outdoor enthusiasts and those that just want to relax and unwind. 

Highly recommended Taupo tourist attractions include... 

-Tongariro Crossing - This World Hertiage Site is considered one of the best world famous one day 17km treks. Starting at Mangatepopo, the mountainous hike rises to 1600m above sea level and finishes at Ketetahi. Seriously breath-taking views and landscape abounds, including tussocklands, volcanic formations, alpine plants and more. The trek takes approximately 9 hours. 

-Huka Falls - Enjoy a jet boat view that takes you within a few meters of the bottom of the final stage of the majestic Huka Falls. 

2. ROTORUA to WHAKATANE - (Māori; fɒkəˈtɑːni or hwɒkəˈtɑːni in English) 

86 km (54 miles) Approximately 1 hour on a State Highway 
The drive to Whakatane has many interesting features. First up is the wilderness of beautiful Lake Rotoiti, a trout fisherman’s paradise. Lake Rotoehu is next, followed by Lake Rotoma - home to a hybrid ‘Tiger’ trout. The pulp and paper mill town of Kawerau is a possible detour. To finish, you’ll discover Awakeri Hot Springs, which has indoor spas filled with natural, unfiltered mineral water. 
At the mouth of the Whakatane River you can look a short distance across to the town of Whakatane . Surrounded by the Pacific Ocean and lush greenery, the town of Whakatane is the perfect destination for golden sandy beaches. 

Whakatane is one of the sunniest towns in New Zealand. Just offshore is White Island, a spectacular active volcano that can be visited by launch or helicopter. Other Whakatane attractions include the museum, an observatory and Maori historical sites. In summer, dolphin swimming is popular.
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http://skut.svenskakyrkan.se/melbourne/choir.html


Click on "latest news from the choir" to see this newsletter





For festival activities etc.  see 


http://scandinavianfestival.org.nz/
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