From the February 2005 edition of the newsletter of ROYAL SCHOOL OF CHURCH MUSIC, Victoria chapter:

A JOYOUS CHRISTMAS CONCERT

One of our members, Staffan Thuringer, in addition to being Director of Music at St. Andrew's Uniting Footscray, also directs the Scandinavian Choir of Melbourne whose 14th Christmas Concert was held at the Swedish Church, St. George's Rd Toorak, on December 13 and 14.

A few years ago they had to begin holding the concert twice owing to its popularity. Even so, the audience overflowed into an adjoining room!

It is always a very happy affair. The choir readily conveyed their enthusiasm and enjoyment to their audience performing in Danish, Finnish, Norwegian, Swedish and English. (A number of the choir are not Scandinavian.) Over the years the choir has become a more blended and homogenous group under Staffan's leadership.

It is a pity that many of the carols performed have not made their way into the repertoire of other choirs as have carols from countries such as Germany and Austria. For example,

from Sweden:

Jord och himmel frojden er (Earth and Heaven, be joyful)

 Guds son ar fodd (God's son is born)

Jul, jul, stralande jul (Christmas, radiant Christmas)

 Betlehems stjarna (Star of Bethlehem)

from Denmark:

Vaer velkommen, Herrens aar (Be welcome, the Lord's year)

and the delightful Norwegian carol Kling no klokka (Sound the bell) which can be found in the Norwegian hymn book.

An excellent quartet, drawn from the choir, also performed and another highpoint was the highly professional singing of guest soprano soloist Suzann Frisk. Her beautifully controlled Nu tandas tusen juleljus (Now light 1000 candies) brought the house down!

Vibeke Sybrandt (from the Hans Christian Andersen Theatre Company), a former member of the choir, told the story of The Fir Tree with much envied skill.

The audience were invited to join in the singing of three well chosen carols in Swedish and English:

0 little town of Bethlehem (Forest Green), How brightly beams the morning star (the 'ironed out' Bach rhythm) and Behold a rose is growing.

You may like to put the dates for the 2005 concerts in your

diary - December 12 and 13.

(Colin Jenkins)

