"O you soul in the state of tranquility, come out to the pleasure that will be provided to you by Allah subhaanahu wa taa’ala"


RasulAllah sallalahu alaihe wa salam said “When you make Tashahud, then seek refuge in Allah from four things. 

1. Seek refuge in Allah  from the punishment of Hell fire and 

2. from the punishment of Grave and 

3. from the Fitnah of life and death and 

4. from the Fitnah of false Messiah Ad-Dajjal.”
//Track 3
الحمد لله والصلاة والسلام على سيدنا محمد وعلى اهله وصحبه وسلم
RasulAllah sallalahu alaihe wa salam told us in this long hadith about the story of the soul when it leaves the body, the trip that the soul takes. He says when the believer is dying, the angels come down with a coffin from Jannah and scents from Jannah and they descend and they sit in front of that person. And then the angel of death descends and tells the believer be happy and pleased with the promise of Allah subhaanahu wa taa’ala for you. And then he calls the soul to come out 

يايتها الروح المطمئنة
“O you soul in the state of tranquility, come out to the pleasure that will be provided to you by Allah subhaanahu wa taa’ala". So RasulAllah salallaahu alaiyhi wa salam says that the soul will come out so easily, it is like a drop of water that is flowing down from a jug.  Like pouring a drop of water it slides so easily out of the body. As soon as the angel of death takes that soul, all of the angels would jump; every one of them wants to take the honor of holding that soul and wrapping it in the coffin. And then they would carry it up in the Heavens. And RasulAllah salallaahu alaiyhi wa salam says whenever they would carry it next to a group of angels they would smell this beautiful scent and they would say “Whose soul is this?” and the angels would tell them this is the soul of so and so. They will call him with his best names. Until they will reach to the gates of the lowest Heaven and they will seek permission so the gates of that Heaven will open up. And whenever this soul is being carried through the Heaven the angels of that Heaven will accompany it until the next Heaven. Angels are surrounding the soul all the way up until it reaches to Allah subhaanahu wa taa’ala. And then Allah subhaanahu wa taa’ala will deliver the promise of Jannah to that soul and then Allaah subhaanahu wata’ala will say “Take that soul back to earth because that is where I have created them from and that is where they would return and that is where they would be resurrected from.“ so the soul will descend down with honor of Allah subhaanahu wa taa’ala. 

And then RasulAllah salallaahu alaiyhi wa salam tells us what happens to the soul of a non-believer or the evil doer. RasulAllah salallaahu alaiyhi wa salam says the angels come down with a coffin from Hellfire. And they come next to him and the angel of death will stand next to him and say 

يايتها الروح الخبيثة

‘O you evil soul, come out to the punishment of Allah subhaanahu wa taa’ala and His anger.’ So That soul would disperse around the body and will try to cling to every nerves and muscle, it does not want to leave. So the angel of death is pulling that soul out and RasulAllah salallaahu alaiyhi wa salam says “The pain of that soul is like a branch filled with thorns being pulled out of a wet ball of wool. Imagine pulling out branch filled with thorns out of the wet ball of wool. It is tearing apart the nerves and the muscles of that person; Pain and agony of death. And as soon as the soul comes out all of the angels would jump and would wrapped up in the coffin from Hellfire and then they would carry it up. And RasulAllah salallaahu alaiyhi wa salam says that it has a stinking rotten smell. And whenever this soul passes next to angels, they will start cursing it and they say “Whose soul is this?” so the angels will call him with his worst names. And then the angels would carry it up to the first Heaven [السمآء الدنياء] the lowest heavens and they will seek permission but the door of that Heaven will not be opened

لا تفتح لهما ابواب السماوات

The door of that Heaven will not be opened for them. And then Allah subhaanahu wa taa’ala will say throw that soul to the lowest earth.” Throw that soul down to the lowest earth , so that soul will be thrown down with disgrace by Allah subhaanahu wa taa’ala. Now the soul is in the graves. So we start with the next section in al-Akhirah and that is:

Al-Qabr [القبر], the Grave

Uthmân ibn Affân radhiAllâhu anhu, whenever would see a grave, he would cry. So they asked him, “How come when you remember Jannah and Naar that wouldn’t affect you like when you remember the grave Al-Qabr?” Uthmân ibn Affân said, 

اني سمعت رسول الله صلى الله عليه وسلم يقول القبر اوّل منازل الاخرة فانّ جاء منه فما بعده اويسر وان لم ينجوا من فما بعده اشده منه [Kindly, rectify errors in the Arabic Script if any, Jazakallahu khairun]
“I heard RasulAllah salallaahu alaiyhi wa salam say that the grave is the first step towards akhirah.[it’s a first step of akhirah] If you make it through it, then what ever comes after it, will be easier. And if you cannot make it through the grave, then whatever will happen after it is worse. That is why I cry whenever I remember a grave.” And then he said, that RasulAllah salallaahu alaiyhi wa salam said,

ما رائيت منظرا قط الاّ والقبر اشد منه ما رائيت منظرا قط الاّ القبر افضع منه

[Kindly, rectify errors in the Arabic Script if any, Jazakallahu khairun]
 “Everything horrific that I have seen, the grave is more horrific. Everything that I have seen in my life, nothing is as worse as what I have seen in the grave.” 

Pretty soon we are going to be there; every one of us. We are going to leave the comfort of this Dunya we going to leave it behind. We are going to leave it behind and we are going to be there. Every single one of us one day will leave it behind and we will be carried and put in that hole in the earth. The grave is dark.

There was a woman who used to clean the Masjid in the time of RasulAllah salallaahu alaiyhi wa salam. She was ill and then she died late at night, so the Sahaba radhiAllâhu anhum buried her, and they did not wake up RasulAllah salallaahu alaiyhi wa salam because it was late at night. Later RasulAllah salallaahu alaiyhi wa salam asked “Where is that old woman?” They said, “She became ill and then we buried her.” RasulAllah salallaahu alaiyhi wa salam said “Why didn’t you call me?” RasulAllah salallaahu alaiyhi wa salam was the father for this ummah. He cared about every single one of them; the weak and the strong, the man and the woman, the old and the young. He said, “Why didn’t you wake me up? And then RasulAllah salallahu ‘alaihe wasallam said, show me her grave.” So he went and visited her grave and then he said,

انّ هذه القبور مليأ ظلما على اهلها وان الله عزوجل منورها لهم بصلاة عليهم - رواه البخاري

[Kindly, rectify errors in the Arabic Script if any, Jazakallahu khairun]

 RasulAllah salallahu ‘alaihe wasallam says, “These graves are dark. But Allah subhaanahu wa taa’ala will give them light because of my salah on them.” narrated by Al-Bukhari. And the grave as soon as it meets you, because you belong there, you are from the earth so as soon as you are put in the grave, the grave will squeeze you and hug you. It seems like a hug but it’s a painful squeeze because you are part of the earth; that’s where you created from. RasulAllah salallaahu alaiyhi wa salam says,

ان للقبر دغضه لو كان احد ناجيه منها نجى سعد ابن معاذ

[Kindly, rectify errors in the Arabic Script if any, Jazakallahu khairun]

 “The grave squeezes and if anyone would have been saved it would have been Sa’ad ibn Mu’ad. Even Sa’ad ibn Mu’adh, the Wali of Allaah subhaanahu wata’ala, the grave squeezed him. RasulAllah salallaahu ‘alaihi wa sallam says,

هذا الذي تحرك لعرش وفتحت له الابواب السماء وشهده سبعون الف من الملائكة لقد ضما ضما ثم خرجا عنه  
[Kindly, rectify errors in the Arabic Script if any, Jazakallahu khairun]

 Sa’ad ibn Mu’adh, this is the man whom the ‘Arsh of Allah, the Throne of Allah shake for his death. This is the man whom the doors of Heavens open up for. And this is the man whom 70,000 angels accompanied in his Janazah. But the grave squeezed him, but then it released him.” Sa’ad ibn Mu’adh, the Arsh of Allaah. The throne of Allaah shake for the death of Sa’ad ibn Mu’adh and the doors of the Heavens were opening up for him to welcome the soul of Sa’ad ibn Mu’adh and 70,000 angels came down specially to accompany the Janazah of Sa’ad ibn Mu’adh. Because he is the leader of Al Ansar, one of the leader who opened up Madinah for RasulAllah salallaahu alaiyhi wa salam and he is one of those who hosted RasulAllah salallaahu alaiyhi wa salam and was the best host and he is one of the people who defended RasulAllah salallaahu alaiyhi wa salam until he died. And that is the honor that Allah suhaanahu wa taa’ala gave him, nevertheless he was still squeezed by the grave. 

RasulAllah salallaahu alaiyhi wa salam said “if anybody is going to be saved from being squeezed by the grave, it would be this young child.” There was a child who was buried; even that child was squeezed by the grave. 

Fitnatul Qabr [فتنة القبر] the Trials and the Tribulations of the Grave

RasulAllah salallaahu alaiyhi wa salam mentions in a hadith about the questioning of the person in the grave. As soon as a person gets into the grave, two angels, Munkar and Nakir, will descend on that person. 

انت حيرانهم

And they would scream at him and they would shock and surprise him. Meaning the way of conversation of with these angels is not, sort of to say polite. They are very tough and strong. And they expect from you straight answers immediately. Whether you are a believer or not they are going to come in that fashion. Al Intihar: is when they come and scream at a person and speak at him loudly and straight-forwardly. So these two angels will come down [Munkar & Nakir] and they will ask three questions.

من ربك؟ وما دينك؟ ومن نبي؟

 “Who is your Lord? What is your religion? And who is your prophet?” only three questions. This is the examination or test. This is the test we should prepare for and this test has only three questions in it. We study years for tests. How much time are we giving for this? Most important test that we are going to face in our lives. We know the questions and we know the answers. 

“Who is your Lord? What is your religion? And who is your prophet?” three questions. And they expect from you straightforward immediate answers. The believer would say,

ربي الله

 “My Lord is Allah. My religion is Islam. And my prophet is Muhammad salallaahu alaiyhi wa salam.” They would hear a sound coming from above saying,

قد صدق عبدي

 “My servant is saying the truth.” So Allah subhaanahu wa taa’ala is verifying the answers. The angels are asking the questions and then Allah subhaanahu wa taa’ala is verifying if the answers  you are saying are true or not. And that is where Allah says in the Qur’an,

يثبت الله الذين آمنوا بالقول ثابت الحياة الدنياء وفالاخرة [Time Stamp 12:40]
[Kindly, rectify errors in the Arabic Script if any, Jazakallahu khairun]

Allah subhaanahu wa taa’ala sets firm the believers on the firm statements in this world. And what is the firm statement? Laa ilaha illallah.

لا اله الا الله
That is the firm and established statement. That is the truth. That is the reality. So Allah subhaanahu wa taa’ala will set the believers firm on Laa ilaha illallah.

With the non-believer or the munafiq, the angels will come down and say, “Who is your Lord? What is your religion? And who is your prophet?” When they would ask him about the prophet they would say “Huh? What? I don’t know. I heard the people say this and I said it.” They would smash him with a hammer that will turn him into dust. That person is saying what he heard. “I don’t know but I heard people say this about Muhammad salallaahu alaiyhi wa salam. I heard Abu Jahl say this about him. I heard Abu Lahab. I heard ABC news, I heard CNN, I read in the news paper. I was listening to the stereo types about Muhammad salallaahu alaiyhi wa salam and this was what I heard.” That’s not the answer the angels want to hear from you. They want to hear from you “Muhammad salallaahu alaiyhi wa salam is my Nabi.” So it needs to be clear that the Iman in Muhammad salallaahu alaiyhi wa salam is one of the pillars that you will be asked about in your grave. So it’s not sufficient to believe in one God. You must believe in the representatives of Allah subhaanahu wa taa’ala and those are the messengers of Allah. Muhammad salallaahu alaiyhi wa salam, ‘Isa, Musa, Ibrahim, we have to believe in the Anbiya of Allah subhaanahu wa taa’ala because they are the ones who are conveying the message of Allah subhaanahu wa taa’ala to the people in the Dunya. So we have to have Iman. Heresy, stereotyping, that the people heard about Muhammad salallaahu alaiyhi wa salam they will mention it in the grave but that is not a valid answer. And this is the test in the grave. And RasulAllah salallaahu alaiyhi wa salam says “This is the last Fitnah [this is the last test that] the believer will go through. The last [ابتلاء]” This is the final one. After that test it is over with, there are no more tests. Al Bukhari narrates that Asma bint Abu Bakr says RasulAllah salallaahu alaiyhi wa salam stood in the Masjid and delivered a speech and he started talking about the Fitnah of the graves 

حتى مزعج الناس

[Kindly, rectify errors in the Arabic Script if any, Jazakallahu khairun]

Until there was an uproar in the mashjid. RasulAllaah sallalahu ‘alaihey wasllam was speaking out the Fitnah of the grave. Asma says, there was a up roar in the Masjid, loud noises. What was that noise? The Sahaba radhiAllâhu anhum were crying. Asma bint Abu Bakr said “I couldn’t hear the khutba of RasulAllah salallaahu alaiyhi wa salam. And I waited until the noise calm down. And then I asked a man next to me I told him ‘Barak Allahu feek.

باراك الله فيك

 (May Allah’s blessings be on you) What is the last thing RasulAllah salallaahu alaiyhi wa salam said?’ RasulAllah salallaahu alaiyhi wa salam said,

اوحي الي انّكم تفتنون في قبوركم قريب من فتنة الدجال

[Kindly, rectify errors in the Arabic Script if any, Jazakallahu khairun]

 ‘It has been revealed to me that you will go through Fitnah, trials, in your graves similar to the Fitnah of Ad-Dajjal.’” The extreme situations  and the dangers and the trial and tribulations of the graves are similar to the trials and tribulation of Ad-Dajjal. And RasulAllah salallaahu alaiyhi wa salam says,

ما من فتنة منض عن خلق آدم الى قيامة الساعة اشد من فتنة دجال

[Kindly, rectify errors in the Arabic Script if any, Jazakallahu khairun]

 “There is not Fitnah, no trial since Adam was created until the Day of Judgment more severe than the Fitnah of Ad-Dajjal. And every one of us will go through something similar to that in our graves.” Me and you, this is what he is talking about. It’s not talking about someone else. Me and you, pretty soon are going to go through that Fitnah. And we will be questioned and we will go through that trials and tribulation. When the Sahaba radhiAllâhu anhum heard this there was uproar in the Masjid because of their crying and weeping, because their hearts were soft. For us, we are not affected and if we are, it’s a very very temporary effect. Very soon it will be eliminated. One of us could witness a Janazah, and I have seen this,  we could go to a Janazah and we can see the grave with our eyes and see the end of the human being when he is dumped in a hole. We could see with our own eyes and then in the cemetery we could be joking and laughing together. I have seen that. We are facing death, seeing the end of a human life and we could be telling jokes and laughing. This is 

غفلت القلب

A hard hearts similar to rock. It’s just like a solid rock. It’s not soft. The Sahaba radhiAllâhu anhum,  they just heard RasulAllah salallaahu alaiyhi wa salam speaking about the Fitnah of the grave, Asma said “I couldn’t hear anything. 

مزعج المسجد

There was an uproar loud  voices in the Masjid. I had to wait until it calm down for me to know what RasulAllah salallaahu alaiyhi wa salam said.” 

We are suffering from a disease. That is a disease and illness and we need to cure. This disease is worse than a medical heart problem its worse. And if we are suffering from a medical heart problem, we will spend our time and effort to cure it but if we are suffering from a disease like this, we let them go, we let them in our hearts, we don’t worry about them. RasulAllah salallaahu alaiyhi wa salam says,

ان هذه الامة تطلع في قبورها فلو لا الا تدعاثنوا صوت الله سمعتم  من عذاب القبر الذي الاسماء [TS: 19:00]
[Kindly, rectify errors in the Arabic Script if any, Jazakallahu khairun]

 “This Ummah will go through tests in the grave and if wasn’t for the fact that you will not bury your dead, I would have asked Allah to allow you to hear what is happening underground.” RasulAllah salallaahu alaiyhi wa salam said “I can hear what’s happening underground and I would ask Allah to allow you to hear it but I am afraid if I do so you would not dare to bury your dead.” If you are able to hear what is happening underneath the surface you would not bury any dead person. You would keep the on the surface of the earth, you would not going to put them underneath because of the horror of what’s happening underground. 

Ibn Taymiyyah said “Not only RasulAllah salallaahu alaiyhi wa salam heard this but he said, we know of some people who also hear this. He said, we have heard accounts of people hearing the punishment in the graves. And I have heard accounts of people seeing dead bodies coming out of the graves being punished and they are screaming and scares are on their body.” Ibn Taymiyyah says, “When you are asleep, your soul is separated from your body.  Nevertheless some times in a dream, the dream could be so intense that your body could start moving and acting upon that dream. And it can start walking in that dream, acting, moving and running even though your eyes are close. Even though the soul is separated from the body as you sleep because Allah subhaanahu wa taa’ala says,

يتوفاكم انما منامكم [TS 20:49]
[Kindly, rectify errors in the Arabic Script if any, Jazakallahu khairun]

 ‘Allah is the one who takes away your soul when you are sleeping.’” so the soul is taken out of your body when you are in state of sleep. Ibn Taymiyyah says the something, “Sometimes the punishment could be so intense and so severe that the body starts acting upon that punishment. And you could see dead people coming out from the graves running and the angels are following them torturing them.

The description of the punishment of the grave and the reward of the grave, after the questioning of the believers and when the believer is given the right answers, a voice calls from the Heavens 

عن صدق عبدي
“My servant is telling the truth. 
تلفشوا له من الجنة ولبثوا من الجنة وفتحوا له باباً الى الجنة [TS: 21:40]
[Kindly, rectify errors in the Arabic Script if any, Jazakallahu khairun]

“So furnish his grave from Paradise and provide him with clothes from Paradise and open for him a gate to Paradise.” This grave on earth is hooked up to Jannah. It is directly connected to Paradise. This grave in Dunya of the believer, it has a direct connection to Jannah. There is a gate and this person in the grave is able to see his place in Jannah. He is not able to go there but he can see it. And then a very handsome person would walk in the grave, very pleasant face. So the dead person will say “Who are you?” That person will say “I am your good deeds and I came to spend time with you and be with you until the Day of Judgment. I will be with you. You are not going to be alone.” And that’s why one of At Tabi’een [he had a student] he told his student “You have studied under me 30 years. Tell me what have you learned [thirty years you are studying under me, tell me what you have learnt] throughout this period?” That man said, “I have learned 8 things. One of these things he said I learned is that every one of us has some loved ones and we have some loved things. Some of these loved things we are going to leave when we are still in this Dunya and some of these loved things we are going to leave at home and some of these loved ones and things are going to come with us to our graves. But then when we go to our grave no one will be with us. No loved one or loved thing will be with us in our graves except our good deeds. That’s why I have taken my good deeds be the most beloved things to me. I am going to leave my family, I am going to leave my wealth, I am going to leave my car, I am going to leave my home behind; I am going to leave everything. The only thing that I can take with me in my grave is my good deeds. Therefore let me have a lot of them.” 

And then RasulAllah salallaahu alaiyhi wa salam said “You will have a window showing Paradise and a window showing Hellfire. And you will be told this is where you could have been if you were not a believer, in Hellfire. And this is what you have got because of your Iman.” When he sees that he will say 

يارب اقم الساعة

“O Allah, start the Day if Judgment.” When he sees what is waiting for him in Jannah he will say “O Allah bring the Day of Judgment

حتى اذهب الى مالي واهلي

 So that I can go to my family and to my wealth.” Where is his family and wealth? Is it in Dunya?  His family and his wealth is now is in Akhirah. He is not caring now about what he has left behind in this world. He doesn’t want to go back to this world. He will not regret it. Now he is in a hurry. He wants to go to what Allah subhaanahu wa taa’ala has reserved for him in Jannah. 

يارب اقم الساعة
 “O Allaah! let the Day of Judgment start as soon as possible so I can be with my family and wealth.” 

الكافر والفاجر

The corrupters and the evil persons who are the unbelievers, RasulAllah salallaahu alaiyhi wa salam says, after the questioning,

ينادي ينادا من السمآء ان كذبت

[Kindly, rectify errors in the Arabic Script if any, Jazakallahu khairun]

“An announcement will be made from the Heavens that he is a liar. 
فافرشوا لهم فراشا من النار والبثوه لباس من النار وفتحوالهم باب الى النار
[Kindly, rectify errors in the Arabic Script if any, Jazakallahu khairun]

So furnish his grave from Hellfire and give him with clothes from Hellfire and open for him a gate to Hellfire. This grave that you see in dunya is directly connected to Hellfire. So we have graves under the surface of the earth we think our part of Dunya we do not know that they are connected to al-Akhirah. We do not know that the people of Jannah are seeing Jannah from their graves and the people of Hellfire are seeing Hellfire from their graves. And then an evil, ugly looking person will come in the grave. So the man will say “Who are you? What an evil person you are!” He will say “I am your evil deeds and I will be with you until the Day of Judgment.” And he has a stinking rotten smell. I will be with you till the day of Judgment and then RasulAllaah sallalahu ‘alaihe wasallam says, two windows will be opened, a window to Jannah and a window to Hellfire, he would be told, ‘This is where you could have been if you were a believer.’ that’s the regret. “So he is not suffering only physically but he is suffering psychologically because of regret. And this is where you will be in hellfire then he will say,

يا رب لا اقم الساعة

 “O Allah, do not let the Day of Judgment start.” 

Can the Muslim be punished in the grave? 

Yes. Al-Qurtabi says,

اعلم ان عذاب القبر ليس مختصم بالكافرين ولا موقوف على المنافقين بل يشاركهم فيه طائفة من المؤمنين وكلّ على حاله من عمله -- الامام القرطبي 
[Kindly, rectify errors in the Arabic Script if any, Jazakallahu khairun]

Al-Imam al-Qurtabi says,” Realize that the punishment of the grave is not solely for the nonbelievers and is not only for the hypocrites but also it could happen to some of the believers because of their short comings in their deeds.” So it can happen to the believer due to their short comings in their actions. So

 What are the some of the reasons that could cause the punishment of the graves? 

There is general reason that is shortcomings in general [that’s a general reason] but then there are few specific reasons. 

1. Number 1: is theft stealing, taking something that does not belong to you and cheating. There was a servant with RasulAllah salallaahu alaiyhi wa salam and they were out in Jihad and this servant was preparing the saddle for RasulAllah salallaahu alaiyhi wa salam when a stray arrow killed him. So the Muslims started to say 

هني الله الجنة
“Congratulations for him. He has got Jannah” because he died in the battlefield, he is a Shaheed. RasulAllah salallaahu alaiyhi wa salam said 
كلاّ والذي نفسي بيدك ان الشناة التي اخذها يوم الخيبر من المغانم لا تصبهم مقاسم لا تشتعلوا عليه نارا – متفق عليه []
[Kindly, rectify errors in the Arabic Script if any, Jazakallahu khairun]

“No. In the name of Allah, the cloak which he stole on the day of Khaybar is wrapped around him and is burning him in his grave.” This man is out in Jihad, he is fighting in the sake of Allah and he died in that battle and the Muslim said he is a Shaheed. RasulAllaah sallalahu ‘alaihe wasallam said, no the cloak which he stole on the day of Khaybar [just a cloak]. This man took a piece of cloth without taking permission. RasulAllaah sallalahu ‘alaihe wasallam said, that cloth is wrapped around him and its burning him in his grave. Subhaan Allah. For a cloak! What about the ones who are wrecking thousands and thousands of millions of dollars? This is a piece of cloth. And that person is being punished in his grave because of a piece of cloth. What about the ones who cheat millions of dollars and steal millions of dollars and take and abuse the rights of the Muslims and steal their money by cheating. What will happen to them in their graves? For a miser return. What is it for? For a temporary enjoyment in this life, any money that is taken unlawfully, there is no Barakah in it and Allah subhaanahu wa taa’ala will inflict you with diseases and disasters which will eventually cause you to spend all of your money because that money doesn’t have Barakah in it. Monetary transaction is something that can cause you great rewards or great punishments. It all depends on the way you use it. It is test from Allah subhaanahu wa taa’ala 

ليبلواني لي اشكر و اكفر

“Are you going to be grateful or un grateful?” 

2. Number 2
3.  And 3.  RasulAllah salallaahu alaiyhi wa salam, narrated by Bukhari, passed by two graves. RasulAllah salallaahu alaiyhi wa salam said “The two men in the graves are being punished. They are suffering now. But RasulAllah salallaahu alaiyhi wa salam they are not suffering because of something major. One of them used to slander [النميمة] and the other one would not purify himself and clean himself from urine. And they were being punished in their graves because of that. One of them would slander [النميمة], cause disunity among the people and slander amongst his brothers and sisters and the other one would not make tahara [طهارة] , would not clean himself, and because we know that cleanliness is a part of Iman. 

4. Number 4, 

5. 5, 

6. 6 

7. And 7 are mentioned in one hadith narrated by Al-Bukhari. RasulAllaah sallalahu ‘alaihe wasallam sometimes after Fajr Salah would turn around and ask the Sahaaba did anyone of you see a dream? If they saw any dreams interpret if for them. One day he asked him did you see any dream? They said, no, RasulAllaah sallalahu ‘alaihe wasallam said," but I when I was asleep, two men came down, and they grab me by my hand [and we know that the dreams of the Anbiya are? Wahi [وحي] revelation, the truth] so RasulAllaah sallalahu ‘alaihe wasallam says, when I was a sleep two men came down and they grab my hand and they took me with them. so he passed by a man sitting down and someone is throwing iron hooks in his mouth and they are tearing up his mouth and they are coming out of his ends his neck. Two large hooks, they are going into his mouth and they are coming out of his mouth the other side. I said who is this? Didn’t answer, they took me with them to another place. So they carried me with them and there was someone who was lying on his back and someone standing over him with a big rock in his hand. He would throw on the man lying down and crush his head. And then the rock the stone would roll so by the time he would go and picks up the rock the head would grow up again. And then he would smash it again and he would keep on doing that consistently, I told them what is this? They didn’t answer. And then we passed next to an oven, that look like a cone, so it was narrow from the top and wide bottom, and there were some men and women inside. The fire would erupt from beneath them it will burn them so they would scream try to climb out of the oven but because the oven its like cone, they keep on sliding down into the fire. I said, 'What is this?' They didn’t answer. And then we went and saw a river of blood and there is someone swimming in that river. And whenever he wants to come out of the river of blood there is someone standing on the shore and would throw a big rock in his mouth that would push him back into the river. And whenever he would try to come out then he would throw another rock in his mouth, and it would push him back to the river of blood. I said, 'What is this?' and then they took me to the beautiful green garden. In the middle of the garden there was a huge tree, next to the tree there was an old man surrounded with many children. And then there was another man on the side he had fire between his hands. He was igniting the fire and make it burn even more. Then they (i.e. my two companions) they took me up the tree and we went on that tree into a room, I have never seen a room more beautiful than that room. And in that room old men and young men, an old women and children. Then they took me out of that room and carried me up the room that that is even more beautiful and I went in there and I saw some young and old men. I said to them what is this? So they told me, the man that has hooks in his mouth that will tear it up till his neck, is the man who tells a lie and that lie will be carried all around the world. So this is his punishment on the day of the judgment. You can think how the lie can reach out the whole world. Now with mass media you could lie and that lie can be carried all around the world. And when a lie comes out of the mouth it cannot be taken back. It’s like trying to put a camel through a needle eye. If it comes out of the mouth, it’s done. So that person would tell a lie and he could not control it and it goes all around the world. So this is his punishment until the Day of Judgment. This is his punishment of [كذب] Lying.
ان الكذب يهدي الى الفجور وان الفجورا يهدي الى النار وان الرجل ليكتب حتى عند الله الكذاب
[Kindly, rectify errors in the Arabic Script if any, Jazakallahu khairun]

 Ibn Mas’ud says that RasulAllah salallaahu alaiyhi wa salam said “Lying leads to corruption and corruption leads to Hellfire and a man will keep on lying until Allah subhaanahu wa taa’ala will write him down as a liar.” And then they said the person who was lying down on his head was being crushed with a big stone that is the person who learned Qur'an but then would not follow it during the day time and would not recite it at the night time. So this is a person who learns Qur'an study the Qur'an or memorizes the Qur'an and but he would not pray and recite Qur’an at night and would not follow up on the commandments of the Qur’an in the day time. So Qur’an is just as they say now Barakah. It has no use. It is in the heart but there is no action based on Qur’an. We know Qur’an and we don’t follow it. And that is the punishment for it. Qur’an is a blessed book. There is Barakah in Qur’an but the Barakah comes by following the Commandments of Qur’an. It does not come by wrapping Qur’an in beautiful cloth and putting it on rack until dust builds on it. Qur’an is in the heart.] And those men and women you saw in the oven were Az-Zunah [الزنا], the ones who used to commit Zina adultery and fornications. And that’s their punishment until the Day of Judgment. And the one who was swimming in the river of blood and then would be pushed in it with a rock that the one who used to deal with interest and that is punishment in the Day of Judgment. It is punishment in Dunya, its punishment in the grave, its punishment in Yowm al-Qiyyamah and its punishment in Hellfire and there is no pleasure in it in Dunya and there is no use in it in Dunya. RasulAllah salallaahu alaiyhi wa salam says,

عاقبت الربواْ الى كل [TS:37:55]
[Kindly, rectify errors in the Arabic Script if any, Jazakallahu khairun]

“The eventual result of Riba is decrease.” And Allah subhaanahu wa taa’ala says,

يمحق الله الربوْا
“Allah destroyed Riba.” That is in Dunya and Akhirah. And then this is the punishment of a person who deals with interest in the grave; swimming in a river of bloody. And on the Day of Judgment, Ibn Abbas said “The one who used to deal with Riba, when he comes out of his grave, the angels will give him weapons and will say ‘Go and fight with Allah subhaanahu wa taa’ala.’” Because Allah subhaanahu wa taa’ala says in the Qur’an,

فاذنوا بحرب من الله ورسوله
 “If you deal with interest, then there is an announced and waged war against you by Allah subhaanahu wa taa’ala.” And Allah subhaanahu wa taa’ala will wage this war on you on the Day of Judgment and to be fair with you He will give you weapons to fight Him with. That is the result of Riba. And the in Akhirah, eventually it is Hellfire [الى النار]. That is the result of dealing with Riba, interest. We try to look for ways around it; we go shopping for Fatwa, to get around Riba. This is the Hukm of Allah subhaanahu wa taa’ala, 

فاذنوا بحرب من الله ورسوله
Allah subhaanahu wa taa’ala has not waged war except on two people. The one who fights against the Awliya of Allah [اولياءالله] and 
من هذا لي ولي عن فقد توب الحرب [39:16]
[Kindly, rectify errors in the Arabic Script if any, Jazakallahu khairun]

The one who fights My Awliya I will wage war against them. And the second person is the one who deals with interest. 
فاذنوا بحرب من الله ورسوله
These are the only two people whom Allah subhaanahu wa taa’ala has announced war against.] And then the old man sitting next to the tree is Abraham [عليه السلام] and the children surrounding him are the children who died in young age. And the man who was burning the fire is the Guardian of Hellfire Maalik [مالك]. And the room that you saw on the tree is the room reserved for the believers, men and women, and then the room that was above it is the room of as-Shuhada. And look up and I am Jibriel [Gabriel جبريل عليه السلام] and this is Michael جبريل عليه السلام. Now look up so RasulAllah sallalahu 'alaihe wasallam looked up at the sky and RasulAllah sallalahu 'alaihe wasallam said," I saw way up in the sky what appeared to be like a cloud. They told me, 'That is your home.' I told them, 'Let me visit my home.' They said," No" 'you still have some life to spent on earth when its over then you can visit your home. [That house on the tree is for the believers who die in Dunya but the house above it, the room above it is for As-Shuhada, the honor that Allah subhaanahu wa taa’ala has given to the Shaheed. And then way up, it cannot be even seen by the eyes, is a place that Allah subhaanahu wa taa’ala has reserved for the leader of mankind, Muhammad sallalahu alaihe wa salam.]

There are few other things that could cause punishment in the grave, like [دين] in debt [when you owe someone money]. There is a hadith where one of the Sahaba passed away. So RasulAllah salallaahu alaiyhi wa salam told his brother “Go and pay the debt of your brother because your brother is being held from Jannah with his debt.” He cannot go to Jannah until his debt releases him. So the debt is surrounding that Sahabi and he cannot go to Jannah until it's paid off. So RasulAllah salallaahu alaiyhi wa salam told his brother “Pay it off. Pay off your brother’s debt.”

There is also something that can cause harm to the dead and that is the excessive weeping of his/her family. If you pass away and your family weeps on you excessively, that could cause some pain. Because when Umar ibn Khattab was injured and he was passing away, Sohaib, the companion of RasulAllah salallaahu alaiyhi wa salam Sohaib ar-Roomi, came and he saw Umar ibn Khattab and he started to cry. Umar ibn Khattab said,

ان الميت تعذب ببعدي بكي اهلي عليه [ TS 42:06]
[Kindly, rectify errors in the Arabic Script if any, Jazakallahu khairun]

 “The dead person will suffer because of the crying/weeping of his family.” Umar ibn Khattab didn’t want anybody to weep on him. Tears falling down and crying is okay, that’s natural. We will feel sorrow and sadness when a loved one passes away. But it should not be excessive and lose patience. No. Allah subhaanahu wa taa’ala wants to see us patient. Tears would drop from the eyes of RasulAllah sallallaahu alaiyhi wa salam when a loved one would pass away. But RasulAllah sallalahu alaihe wa salam would not allow himself or any of the Sahaaba to excessively weep on anyone. 

What saves from the punishment of the grave? 

1. The good deeds: RasulAllah sallalahu alaihe wa salam said in a hadith “When the dead person is buried, he is able to hear the footsteps of the people when they are leaving the cemetery. And then his good deeds will surround him. So Salah will come next to his head. Fasting would come on his right side. And Zakah would come on his right side and then the other good deeds would come next to his feet. So when ever this person would be attacked from the head, the Salah would say “No, you cannot come from this side.” And whenever the attack is from the right side the Siam would say “No, you cannot come from this side.” And Zakah would say “No, you cannot come from this side.” And the other good deeds would say “No, you cannot come from next to the feet.” And they would be making a shield surrounding this person from every side providing him protection. 
2. [الاستعذا من عذاب القبر] seeking refuge in Allah subhaanahu wa taa’ala from the punishment of the grave. 
عن ابي هريرة قال قال رسول الله صلى الله عليه وسلم: اذا تشهدا احدكم فليستعذ بالله من اربع يقول اللهم اني اعوذبك من عذاب جهنم ومن العذاب القبر ومن فتنة المحيا والممات ومن فتنة المسيح الدجال – رواه مسلم 
[Kindly, rectify errors in the Arabic Script if any, Jazakallahu khairun]

RasulAllah salallaahu alaiyhi wa salam said in Muslim “When you make Tashahud,  then seek refuge in Allah from four things. Seek refuge in Allah  from the punishment of Hell fire and from the punishment of Grave and from the Fitna of life and death and from the Fitna of false Masayah Ad-Dajjal.” So it is Sunnah to say, “Allahumma inni auzubika min azabi jahannam wa min azabil kabr wa min fitnatul mahia wal mamat wa min fitnatil masiha dajjal.” after Tashahud and before salam. In the Salah after you finish at-Tashahud:

في العالمين انك حميد مجيد
And then you say,

اللهم اني اعوذبك من عذاب جهنم ومن العذاب القبر ومن فتنة المحيا والممات ومن فتنة المسيح الدجال
These are the four things we should constantly seek refuge in Allah from. 

Who are the ones who are spared from the trails of the grave?

Al-Fitnah who are the ones who do not goes through these trials Number 1, the top of the list, is
1. As-Shaheed:  RasulAllah salallaahu alaiyhi wa salam says

لشهيد عند الله ست خصال يغفرله في اول دمع ويراى ميقعاده من في الجنة ويجار من عذاب القبر ويعمن من الفضائل الاكبر ويعضاء على راسه تاج الوقار الياقوتت منها خيرا من الدنياء ما فيها ويزوج اثنين وسبعين زوجت من الحور العين ويشفاء في سبعين من الجار [TS 45:40]
[Kindly, rectify errors in the Arabic Script if any, Jazakallahu khairun]

 “There are six qualities for the Shaheed. 
· Number one: He would be forgiven with the first drop of blood that comes out of his body. His sins would be forgiven. 
· Number two: He would see his place in Paradise. 
· Number three: He would be saved from the punishment of the grave. 
· Number four: He would be free from the fear of the most fearful day, the Day of Judgment 
· Number five: The crown of tranquility will be placed on his head, one emerald in it will worth the whole world and everything in it. He would be married to 72 Hoor Al Ayn. 
· Number six: He would be given intercession, Shefa’a, in 70 of his relatives.” These are the qualities Allah subhaanahu wa taa’ala has given to the Shaheed. 

One of the Sahaba said “Ya RasulAllah (salallaahu alaiyhi wa salam), 
ما بعد المؤمنين يفتنون في القبور ملة شهيد؟
[Kindly, rectify errors in the Arabic Script if any, Jazakallahu khairun]

"How come the believers go through the trials/Fitnah of the grave but the Shaheed doesn’t?” RasulAllah salallaahu alaiyhi wa salam said,

كف بباركت السيوف عند راسه فتنة
[Kindly, rectify errors in the Arabic Script if any, Jazakallahu khairun]

“The shining of a sword over his head is enough of a Fitnah for him.” In the battle field when the swords are shining over his head and the glimmering of light is reflected of the swords, and you see death every moment, that is the Fitnah for the Shaheed. But then Allah subhaanahu wa taa’ala would give him pleasure and tranquility in the grave. And today we would say that the same thing applies to the fire, the explosions, the missiles and the bullets that pass through next to the fighters, the Mujahideen for the sake of Allah that is there Fitnah, but then when they are killed for the sake of Allah they would get pleasure in their graves because they have went through enough. They have wont through Fitnah when they were in the middle of the battle field. 

2. [المرابط الذي يموت في الرباط] Al Murabith Alladhi wa mutufirribath. Al Murabith is the soldier who is stationed in a position away from home guarding the Muslims waiting for instructions to fight.[that is al-Murabit] It comes from Rabath [ربط], rabath is when you tie something. And Murabith is someone who is tied to a post [he cannot leave]. It is as if you are tying a camel or a horse. That soldier has to take that post and has to guard it day and night. It’s a very difficult job and because of that Allah taa’ala is giving the Murabith a special reward. RasulAllah salallaahu alaiyhi wa salam says,

كل ميت يختم على عمله الا الذي مات مرابط في سبيل الله فانه ينماله عمله الى يوم القيامة ويعمن فتنة القبر
[Kindly, rectify errors in the Arabic Script if any, Jazakallahu khairun]

 “Everyone, their deeds will be terminated the moment they die. Except  for the one who dies as a Murabith, Allah subhaanahu wata’ala will continue his deeds for him, and their deeds will be keep on growing until the Day of Judgment and he would be spared from the Fitnah of the grave.” The rewards of Ribat. 

Finally, there is a hadith saying that one who dies on the day of Jummah also get this honor and it is a hadith that is Hasan. RasulAllah salallaahu alaiyhi wa salam says,

ما من مسلم يموت يوم الجمعة ان وقع الله في القبر
[Kindly, rectify errors in the Arabic Script if any, Jazakallahu khairun]

 “Any Muslim who dies on Friday, Allah subhaanahu wa taa’ala would spare him from the punishment of the grave.”

صلى الله على سيدنا محمد وعلى اله وصحبه وسلم تسليماً كثيراً
Thursday Rajab 03 / 1430
Thursday June 25, 2009
اللهم اني اعوذبك من عذاب جهنم ومن العذاب القبر ومن فتنة المحيا والممات ومن فتنة المسيح الدجال

