29th SHIp for southeast asian youth programme

discussion report
~dignity of life and coexistence~

Introduction
All of us present today are inheritors of a very different world.  The global community now faces a new conflict, one that compromises the dignity of humanity itself. For 52 days, the 315 participating youths of the Ship for Southeast Asian Youth Program discussed the situations in the 11 participating countries, the problems, the causes and effects, and the possible solutions.  Discussions fell under the theme “Dignity of Life and Co-existence.”  This was further divided into five discussion topics namely: Human Rights, Environment, Culture, Education, and Peace and Security.

Today, you will listen to the fruits of these discussions.  From the human rights report, you will hear the issues that touch on the actual fabric of human existence and the very essence of dignity of life – equal opportunity, and freedom and justice for all.  

From the environment report, we will listen to the current destruction of the perfect balance between man and nature in the ASEAN countries and in Japan and the need to co-exist with nature and for sustainable development in order to ensure the future survival of humanity.

Culture touches on the need for tolerance, not just among nations but within countries as well. The lack of communication and understanding is the very root of the global conflict we face today. The ASEAN community is in itself a multi-racial community where boundaries do not define cultures and where hundreds of ethno-linguistic groups are given no choice but to live side by side with each other.

The education report gives emphasis on the need to make education accessible to all, as well as the need to give equal opportunities for one to be able to finish a satisfactory level of education.  Education is a very important tool in the struggle of mankind to eradicate poverty and uplift living standards, ensuring that the dignity of life of each human is not compromised.

And finally, as the global community faces a new conflict, the peace and security discussions touched on the need for a diplomatic, fair and humane approach in solving our global concerns.  As one SSEAYP community, we appeal to everyone to ensure that peace will continuously reign in the global community.

We thank the Government of Japan for sponsoring these cultural exchange programs, a contribution that, in the future, will go a long way in achieving real global understanding.  Let not their investments on us, the future leaders of the world, go to waste.  We boarded the M/S Nippon Maru for fun and laughter.  But more than that, we came here for a greater purpose, and that is to reach out and build bridges to link our nations together.

It is only when true international understanding is achieved that the dignity of life of every human being will be ensured and peaceful coexistence among nations will be a reality. 

Human rights

UNDERSTANDING OF HUMAN RIGHTS


Human Rights become a very common issue almost all over the world.  Talking about human rights, people will focus their attention to some aspects, such as; dignity of life and co-existence, equal opportunity, freedom, justice, as well as in-violence among human being. These facts are really needed by human being in order to have a happiness and peaceful life.


Viewing to the current situation of the world, societies of today are exclusively pluralistic. We live in a very broad community; the world has become one global village with various of distinctiveness. Along with that, the problems of human rights violation are also getting increased. The problems of labour, such as, abuse of labour including abuse of child labour. Furthermore, the problems of domestic violence and gender discrimination have also become warm issues as well as barred from exercising freedom of speech, religion, etc. What are the most common issues that have great impact toward the existence of human being recently? What are the source problems of it ? Who should be responsible toward these problems? and Are there  solutions to protect and to overcome these problems ? Let’s discuss further.  

CHILD ABUSE  


Child abuse is an affect towards children emotional, psychological or spiritual as well as physical development that is indicated as child rights violence. There are some basic forms and sources of child abuse found in the ASEAN countries and Japan. There are domestic violence, child labour, children in war, sexual abuse, neglect (abordence), physical and psychological abuses and lack of education. Dealing to these problems, almost all ASEAN countries and Japan have had any agreement to protect children from every abuse as well as to give some rehabilitation treatments to all abused children. That’s why, cooperation and partnership among all sectors are considerably needed, such as family in which it must be the most appropriate place as well as the starting point where children can be protected or guided. On the other hand, schools, governments, NGO’s as well as communities are also needed to take part in solving all problems related to children, particularly, problems of human rights.


Simply, those sectors are expected to participate actively in accordance with their respective roles, for instance, setting up rehabilitation centre as well as law to protect children rights and certainly it should be followed by the spirit or wishing to carry out the law properly.

WOMAN DISCRIMINATION


Entering 21st century, the problem of woman discrimination becomes more and more increase. Women are treated unequally as what men have, for instance, the opportunity to get a job. There is a belief or opinion that women have lower status than men in society. Moreover, there are also violations either mentally or physically as well as the exploitation toward women. 


Nowadays, we are entering global era. We are all expected to decrease even to leave out all kinds of violation to the women in our society. However, human is really a complex creation. They have the power to create or to do things to survive and for a peaceful life. Sometimes they create the system but at the same time they lose their value because of that system. Do they misinterpret that system? Viewing to this fact, the problems of woman discrimination are still continuously happened in all ASEAN countries and Japan. The most popular one is commercialisation of women such as prostitution, girl show (naked dancer), etc. that are almost found in all big or small cities in the world. This fact causes the decrease of women dignity of life. Another common issue of the woman discrimination is that, job discrimination, particularly, in terms of salary as well as promotion and opportunity. Moreover, the sources and forms of woman discrimination are also found in the education, tradition including culture and religion as well as tradition of household roles.

RACIAL DISCRIMINATION 


Similar to the problems mentioned above, racial discrimination is also one of the crucial problems in the ASEAN countries and Japan, especially, nations that have more than one races or ethnics, excluding Cambodia, Myanmar and Vietnam. There are some common issues of racial discrimination that are usually happened in every countries, they are; ethnic groups, prejudice, discrimination from belief of one is superior and dominant, unfair treatment of other races, different in appearance, minority as well as inequality. The problem of racial discrimination in every country is basically caused by several forms and sources as follows; belief among races, education system, job discrimination, lack of information and cultural mind-set.


Viewing to this fact, all participating youths of the 29th SSEAYP 2002 recommended several strategies to solve these crucial problems, such as, law enforcement, providing and giving more education as well as information to all people, promoting living standard of minority groups, bring about regular international exchange program such as SSEAYP and SWYP, in order to promote mutual understanding among people of the respective countries. Furthermore, as a part of a society, people should respect to each other, especially with those from different races and ethnic groups.

MIGRANT WORKER AND REFUGEE  


All ASEAN countries and Japan basically have the problems of migrant worker or refugee. There are legal and illegal workers found in each country. Government of each country has very strict policies of it. If they find illegal workers, all of them will be repatriated to their home country. Broadly speaking, there are some human rights violations in terms of illegal workers. They are usually forced to work over time with low salary, low standard of living, in which it can also causes new problems such as; possibility of spreading unexpected diseases and possibility of rising crimes, etc. On the other hand, in certain countries, there are also problems for legal migrant workers such as discrimination in terms of salary as well as promotion, particularly, for unprofessional workers.


In order to overcome this problem, government of all ASEAN countries and Japan are expected to support their own citizen, so that they will not leave for abroad to look for a job. Moreover, the problems of illegal workers can be solved through organising and helping them to become legal workers by fulfilling all requirements needed in a country. In this respect, bilateral as well as international cooperation is considerably needed. If the illegal workers are caught, there should be no punishment for them but send them back to their respective countries, even give them solutions to survive in order to avoid all the unexpected   problems.

DEATH PENULTY


All ASEAN countries and Japan have the regulation of death penalty. Dealing with this, during the discussion, Participating Youths of the 29th SSEAYP 2002 have two contradict ideas in terms of the regulation of death penalty. For those who agree, the reason is to protect and to avoid human rights violation as well as one of the best policies to uphold the law supremacy. Conversely, to those who disagree with death penalty argued that death penalty is not a proper punishment because punishment is one of the rehabilitation processes to change one’s way of life.


There are several crimes that are punished using death penalty. They are, drug trafficking, heinous crimes, murder and kidnapping. ASEAN countries and Japan have three ways of execution, namely, hanging (Malaysia), shooting and lethal injection (other ASEAN countries and Japan).

CLONING


Cloning is the process of duplicating of any life form using artificial means. In all ASEAN countries and Japan, cloning of entire human is not allowed. But to clone organs for medical purposes are allowed. Moreover, to clone animals and plants that nearly extinct are also allowed. Indonesia, Philipine, Brunei, as well as Malaysia and Singapore, they have the same reason why to clone entire human is not allowed, because it is strictly prohibited by their religions. And some other countries believe that only nature can build everything.

ABORTION


Abortion is the termination of pregnancy resulting in termination of life of the fetus before birth. In some countries like Singapore, Malaysia, Brunei, Indonesia and Philipine, doing abortion is strictly prohibited, except in case of health. Because they believe that life is begun from fetus. While in other countries, doing abortion is allowed.

CONTRACEPTIVES


In all ASEAN countries and Japan, there are two kinds of contraceptives used. They are natural and artificial. Most countries promote these two kinds of contraceptives for two reasons, namely, birth control and to protect someone from Sexual Transmitted Disease (STD). On the other hand, the using of artificial contraceptive is also a moral issue particularly in the Christian countries.

Environment

Man has long since destroyed the perfect balance of nature.  Southeast Asia and Japan is no exception to the problems that face our environment right now.  And many of these problems are common threat to many ASEAN countries.

TRANSBOUNDARY HAZE: A REGIONAL POLLUTANT

Transboundary haze pollution is one of the most pressing environmental problems in Southeast Asia today.  ASEAN member countries are monitoring the haze situation in the region and are taking active steps to prevent and control the occurrence of forest fires, one of the major causes of haze.

Studies have found that forest fires start underground and are hard to detect.  And aside from causing haze, forest fires create more damage, such as air pollution, human and animal suffocation, depletion of the ozone layer, drought, and of course, the destruction of a vast habitat for countless species flora and fauna.

Governments of countries affected by this occurrence continue to monitor the problem and are studying the possibility of early warning programs.  Agreements between countries, such as the “ASEAN Cooperation Plan on Transboundary Haze,” have also been forged between neighboring countries affected by the problem.

DEFORESTATION: THE NEED FOR A GREEN INITIATIVE

Southeast Asia, a once densely forested area, is fast losing its remaining pristine forests.  The major causes of this loss of forest cover are rapid industrialization and “slash and burn” farming, a problem which is still prevalent and uncontrolled in many ASEAN countries.  

In order to slow down deforestation, countries must be create measures to control “slash and burn” farming as well as conduct massive reforestation programs before the rich top soil layer is eroded.

GARBAGE: CAN YOU SMELL THE PROBLEM?

As the population of the world grows, garbage disposal becomes a more inherent problem.  To be able to solve this problem, a major solution is proper education, which Japan has been very successful in.  In some countries, garbage disposal is controlled through centralized dumping areas.  And recycling programs are in effect in many countries such as in Singapore and Thailand where trash bins have been colour-coded for efficient garbage segregation and waste disposal.

WHAT THE YOUTH CAN DO?

Young people are a major force in helping save the environment, if approached the right way.  The youth must be well-informed and aware as it is our responsibility to know problems which face our environment and find solutions which we can do to help ease the destruction of the environment.

The youth can influence other people in their schools and communities and can start campaigns to educate and actually contribute to solving this problem.  These campaigns such as tree-planting, waste segregation, and community clean-ups can begin within schools and can spread to nearby communities.

One can also be active in non-governmental organizations, which advocate the protection of the environment.  Moreover, one important role that the youth can play is in influencing government policy toward environmental conservation and sustainable development.  As a “pressure group,” the youth can make a difference when working together as one voice.

Culture
As in any country, there are different cultures.  This applies to the ASEAN and Japan context as well.  Culture can come in many forms—in our daily lives, the clothes we wear, the greetings, traditions, religion, arts, and etc.  On the other hands, culture also reflects the national identity of a nation.  

Culture has been passing on from one generation to the other.  During those times, it has evolved, transformed, and developed through many factors; those include geographical location, historical perspectives, and influences of international contacts. 

Cultural Policies

Though ASEAN and Japan cultures are cherished and treasured strongly, still, these cultures are facing the stage of transition and blending with other cultures especially the westerns.

Hence many of these countries’ governments are working very hard to conserve their cultures through many means.  Many of the policies are successfully practiced and accepted by their own people.  Some examples of those would be the encouragement to the Thai government officers to wear costume made of the Thai textile at least once a week. Meanwhile, the Cambodian government is working hard to add up more hours on cultural subjects by teaching and practicing some traditional dances, handicrafts, and social value. Malaysia started enforcing the national cultural policy in 1974 which focuses on fostering people idea that all the ethnic groups in Malaysia are one, Malaysian.  

Spiritual Tolerance and Racial Diversity

Southeast Asian countries and Japan consist of many races and religions.  The major religions being practiced are Christianity, Hinduism, Buddhism, and Islam.  Each denomination has its own ways of practicing in accordance to the religious belief.  Besides races among the people in this region varies and they can be easily noticed through their lifestyle.

Though there are many differences among all of the people, everyone can live in unity as they see them as the beauty of the region. The governments in most country practices fair allocation; for example, all the three main races in Singapore receive equal treatment.  Most of the participating youth believes that spiritual tolerance is important if we are to create co-existence of different communities within the society.  It can be achieved only if everybody respect and appreciate one another so as to live in harmony.

Having lots of racial diversity have provided lots of advantages both to the people and the region.  It makes the region’s culture even more colorful and unique.  It increases people knowledge and makes them more flexible for easier adaptation; as a result, we are well aware of the co-existence with the rest of the world. 

National Identity

National Identity is the picture of the nation that makes it distinct and varied from others.  It includes the national anthem, costumes, performances, symbols, and languages.  For instance, people can recognize the Japanese through their kimono while noticing the Vietnamese ladies with the Ao Dai. 

Currently, there are no major problems interfering with each individual country’s national identity.  As youth, national identity can be promoted and recognized both locally and internationally if we all know well

Cultural Influence

Today, generation of youth in the ASEAN and Japan countries not only have their own identity and culture to contend with but also the influence of our American and European counterparts.

Through various forms of media – television, magazines, newspapers, and especially the Internet play the very important role for these changes.  Young people have adopted westernisation into their own way of lives.

As foreign culture is being adapted into our context, certain problems have arisen.  It has caused loss or dilution of original culture assimilation into the new culture and evolution of the unpure languages.  Youth are being influenced by movies and television shows which screen violence, sex, smoking and most importantly drugs.  As such, most countries have government bodies to censor such shows.  

Culture influence is also very important to an individual and this then extends to the society and subsequently the country and region we are living in.

Preserving Culture

Each country has a history and remnants of pre-20th century cultures.  These cultures have been preserved to the formation of organizations and association, especially in the areas of music, performing arts, visual arts, crafts, historical site, etc.  

In certain countries, historical sites have been preserved not only to retain the cultural heritage but have been upgraded to keep up with the changing times.  Most countries have a body, which looks after the country’s culture.

Preserving culture is important for each country as it helps retain the identity, heritage and uniqueness of each country.  Meanwhile, we also welcome the certain western influences as one process of learning and cherishing our own culture.

Education
DISCRIMINATION

Discrimination is the prevention for special groups regarding gender, religion and race to participate in the common activities in societies. Commonly there is no serious treat to the education system with regards to discrimination in ASEAN and Japan. Handicapped children have their own schools for education, so that they may learn at their own pace. In general there is no discrimination in gender unlike in the past where girls are discriminated against. Discrimination comes mainly in terms of the rich and poor. The rich are given a better chance in getting a better and higher education compared to the poor. Examples include private/international schools for the rich. The role of the government in regulating the education system ensures that no discrimination happens in schools.

GOVERNMENT SYSTEM

Most governments in South East Asia have similar education systems aside from minor differences in terms of school times, language used as well as the no of students per class. In terms of curriculum, many follow the British educational system due to its influence in the past, though other types of curriculums are available.

Educational reforms are quite popular amongst ASEAN governments due to the ever-changing needs of the technological era. Curriculums and systems are regularly revised and improved to meet the current standards of the world. E.g.: new courses are introduced, new methods are implied, etc.

Many governments also provide support to the less advantaged as well as high potential students.

E.g.: scholarships, accommodation, financial support, free transport etc.

FORMAL EARLY EDUCATION

Formal early education should starts at home as parents are considered as our first teachers. Parents should spend their quality time to educate their children especially before sending them to the nursery, kindergarten, pre-schools or primary schools. Basically early education should start at the age of 3 to 5. For example in Singapore, main parents send their children to kindergarten at an early age to expose their children to the outside environment to gain knowledge through interaction with their friends. In some culture, they believe that early education started as early as before the child is born, through the mother’s behaviour and emotional. 

Formal early education may not be compulsory however the necessity of giving children the early education should be consider as for the children’s. Logically, since the most children is to be send to the pre-school, formal early education must consider from the view of children’s characters, financial status of family, lifestyle and parenting. Children below the age of five normally do not have the interest to go to school. The children’s interest issue is likely to be so similar to they perception of having fun and more playing at home instead of going to a place and learn. Children also have the tendency of non-preference to a person or so-called teacher. For some parents or family, sending children to a proper or formal early education is definitely related to the family expenditures. Because many government have not enforced the necessity for a formal; education, so the school set-up for this purpose is mainly from the private sectors. Privatisation means, business and services offered are about costly for the family. If the family have low salary, it will be more difficult. To hire a formal teacher at home also cost the family. 

However, a family or the parents can also choose the method of giving or providing the children the early education. For example in Japan, many working ladies stop working when they got married or having children, because they want to take care and give a comfortable early education to their children. This has been a culture to many women in Japan, and it has helped the development of education for the children before they enter proper school.

Parenting techniques may contribute to the early education of the children. Many parents can play active role in providing the early education for their children. Indirectly, early education can be done at home. Formal early education may not be compulsory but by having one the children have the advantages due to the fact that they have been exposed earlier to learning and school activities.

TEACHING APPROACH

The teaching approach in each country differs, as each educational system has to somehow mold around the capabilities of its students. Yet some share a standard method of teaching. Our opinion is that the best way to teach is to recognize each student's ability and concentrate on it to develop it.

In each country there is an average of 40 students and one teacher per class and in others they have teachers for each subject. Another method used is the student grouping approach. The majority of the educational systems pay very high regards to moral teachings. In some countries, moral values are not only thought in moral classes, but also inserted in other subjects.

Most of the ASEAN countries have a big problem with facilities. Usually public schools have less facility if compared to private ones .We recommend that they should provide more experiences for students, have more seminars and upgrading for teachers, encourage a more student-centered classroom environment and also 2 way communications from teacher and student.
TEACHING THE OLD & DISABLED 

Most of the countries still do have schools for the elderly.  In a few countries that do not have the schools, it is due to the low demand of school and the people’s character especially the group targeted to study. Many are not interested in schooling because of the aging perception and the time management of the person itself. Not to mention to the people who worked long hours everyday. 

Anyway, schools for the disabled do exist according to disabilities like the school for the blind, school for the deaf and school for handicapped people among others. This is very advantageous because the proper apparatus will be provided such as Braille printing and sign language materials. Teaching approach to the disabled should be done by the specialist who knows what disabled want and group them in the specific school and use specific apparatus as mentioned above. The person or group assigned to lead them should practice equality and proper skill of teaching so the disabled would not feel left out. The vocational school for the disabled should be established especially in the rural areas, as to cater the needs of the disabled in those places. In some remote areas, one of the obstacles in establishing the school for the disabled is the lack of financial support. Due to the less financial status, many facilities are not well equipped. Without proper facilities, the quality of teaching and learning especially the main objective of having the schools will not be a successful.  

Education should be accessible to public and there are so many methods that can be fostered. The government should provide more expertise to accommodate the teaching force for the elderly and disabled. The public also has to have the awareness about the importance of proper education especially for the elderly and disabled.  There should be a policy that supported this matter. The disabled should also be equipped with vocational daily skills, such as typing, playing musical instruments, etc. There should also be a record of the disabled and elderly numbers in the country so the tracking and development of these specific educations can be done properly. 

CAREER OPPORTUNITIES

The sort of career opportunities available usually depends on which level of education one has. For a primary School leaver, It is very hard to get a good occupation as they lack the necessary skills and knowledge. The job offered may usually be in form of physical labor like farming, etc.

Even to those who had finished their education at secondary level they may encounter difficulties in finding a suitable job.  But some are lucky enough to have a good career in the government sector or   even in the private sectors. People who have a better qualification and working experience may easily get a job as most companies prefer to look at the academic capabilities of a person, though this will not ensure that they have good working qualities.  

The kind of fields that is mostly focused on in South East Asia at this moment are IT, Science, Engineering, Medicine, Teaching, Biotechnology and Communication.

.

AWARENESS

Many Nations in ASEAN countries and Japan government placed education as one of their top priority as they understand the importance of education.  Promoting of education to the rural area in the country comes as one of the important task in the Education ministry.  Scholarships are provided for the students who excel in studies and bursary for students whose family lack of financial supports.

Yet some children do not to school because of the following reasons, either they are not interested in studies (play truant); a lack of the financial support in family or parents do not understand the importance of education. In Singapore, a system called the EDUSAVE System provides every Singaporean student with a certain amount of money credited into their school account from the Government (increases every year till S$200 per year) for school activities usage, till the students reaches colleges.

Majority of parents nowadays understands the importance of education, which they believe will improve the life if their kids in the future, based on this we can anticipate higher educated students in the future. Education in many countries is partially subsided by the Government, Except for Brunei, which is FULLY subsided. Private schools often provide better education compared to public as they are better funded thus enabling  

Peace and Security
DEFINITION OF PEACE AND SECURITY

Peace and security are inseparable and relative subject matters.  Peace is impossible to take place without security and vice versa.  In addition, individuals have varying and subjective approaches and perceptions of peace and security.  Therefore, peace may be characterized by an absence of war, violence or any sort of conflict.  Peace brings mutual understanding, respect, unity and co-existence among people.  The presence and sustenance of meeting basic needs for human being, to live in an environment with stability in governance, absolute independence, without fear within an outside of him/ herself are manifestations that security do exist.

IMPORTANCE OF PEACE AND SECURITY

Inevitably, peace and security is equally important with other factors of ensuring genuine and sustainable development of a country.  More investments are developed which provide job opportunities, and favourable living conditions to the citizenry thus, minimising mass poverty.

In multi-racial countries, integration and representation of the different races/tribes are practiced to promote mutual understanding and collective efforts in fulfilling the thrusts and programs of the government.  Negotiation is preferred to find solutions for problems that concerns geographical and trade conflicts between or among nations.  These approaches have been regarded effective towards peace and security.

MORAL VALUES AND SPIRITUAL TOLERANCE


Most of the countries in the world are made up of different races.  Each race has their distinctive moral values and spiritual identity.  In this context, the existence of racism and prejudice is possible in isolated cases in some countries.  There are no categorical facts, which would provide information on their exact origin.


In no instance, racial discrimination can be a part of culture and traditional beliefs.  The government are taking measures to minimize if not totally eradicate racial discrimination.  Towards this end, the measures identified include among others, accessibility to educational economic, and political opportunities and equal protection of the life, rights and properties of the people.


In most instances, moral values and spiritual tolerance are included in the implementation of the different curricula and educational levels of the country discipline, respect, honesty and perseverance are among of the traits inculcated to the minds of the citizenry.  In fact, these are learnt and practiced at home as well.

TERRORISM


Terrorism is any form of act carried at all means without valid reasons by group of individuals affecting the stabilization of innocence people or a country with intensive purposes.  The U.S.A. tragedy is a typical example of terrorists' act, which threatened the entire human race.


There are a lot of reasons perceived to be associated with terrorists' acts and to mention some: unfair trade international policies between or among nations, eroding trust in government, and to gain international prestige of the culprits.  Because of these, the communities become chaotic, most of the people are afraid to travel and they have no peace of mind because of fear to be targeted and unfortunately of losing their lives.


Terrorism is abroad term and certainly, not a solution.  Terrorism has paved the ways of all government to make a comprehensive assessment of their domestic and foreign policies.  The people gained more importance in instituting security within the \communities.  There are international efforts curbing the furtherance of terrorists group and their acts.


Media is regarded as a separate institution in the community.  The different t way of communication they provide help the people understand terrorism and its implications in the future.  Thus, it promotes the level of awareness of the people with respect to the events happening in their respective societies.  However, there are media institutions used by some individuals to advance their personal interests at the expense of the welfare of the greater majority of the people.

INTERNAL PROBLEMS/ INTERNATIONAL PROBLEMS


All countries have varied internal problems such as, domestic violence, criminality, tribal conflict, political destabilizations, poverty and other economic concerns.  Racial problem in Asian countries are symbolic of misrepresentation and unequal protection of the tribal groups in government's affair.  Collective support from other Asian countries may help put the differences into negotiations and finally reach an accord best to solve any problem.


The 1997 economic crisis has threatened stability of the different Asian economics.  It is a result of miscalculation with some economic transactions, which has multi-fold and far- reaching effects to other economic variables.  Domestic trade, financial conditions and investment opportunities have plunged considerably because of the crisis.


To ensure economic stability in Asia and other parts of the world, fair trade should be practiced rather than free trade.  This will give equal chance of all countries to promote and sustain their economic activities.  Mutual agreements and cooperation between or among nations would facilitate economic stability.


Southeast Asian countries and Japan are sharing the common concerns over the threat of terrorism and nuclear warfare.  Moreover, economic crisis continues to affect these countries.  In some countries, there are foreign labour problems especially, exploitation and abuse of the rights of the worker, low compensation package and others.  To solve these problems have to be regarded as the responsibility of the involved countries.

MEASURES TO PROTECT COUNTRIES


A duly ratified constitution by the majority of the citizenry ultimately protects the sovereignty of the state and its government.  In fulfilling its responsibility, each government designs and implements some measures which would assure the general welfare of its constituents.  In most countries, institutionalising military is an option to protect its territory and properties as distinct and independent nation.  International diplomatic ties have paved the way for promoting the common interests between or among nations.


It is worthy to note that Japan is the only country in Asia if not in the world has no military force.  Japan trains its constituent's self-defense skills that can be used in times they needed it.


All sort of defenses measures maybe effective depending on their deterrent implications or effects, e.g. to ensure safety of the people and lesson if not stop some criminal activities.  Any form of nuclear weapon has in any way not suitable to protect a country.  Developing nuclear weapons for whatever purposes would trigger misinterpretation between or among nation thus, a source of conflict.  Usually, to test a nuclear weapon would destroy the environment including the human lives.


The most practical way of protecting a country is to empower its people.  People empowerment should include emphasizing the roles of the citizenry in nation building, giving them genuine freedom, and augment their participation in policy formulation and implementation.  Using weapons would result to mass destruction of the environment and lives, and disintegration of the people.

VOLUNTARY PEACEKEEPING


Voluntary peacekeeping is a unique approach involving the citizens capable of assisting in maintaining peace and security in their respective communities.  Peacekeeping organizations differ from one country to another.  The government organizes some of the peacekeeping organizations while others are non-government or people organizations.  Some of the participants have participated and experienced in peacekeeping activities.


Some barriers have been identified in carrying out peacekeeping activities, which include the level of awareness of the people, financial matters and the capability of the persons involved.  To provide our time, efforts, expertise and experienced are the best things we could share in any sort of peacekeeping activities.

ROLE OF YOUTH AND CIVIL SOCIETY IN PEACE PROMOTION 


The involvement of the youth and civil society in peace promotion are varied and distinct from one country to another.  There are countries that integrate the role and civil society in their system, which means that they are part of the political structure of the government.  Typical examples of this are the scouting, student body organization s and professional groups.  However, other countries encouraged the formation of the non-government and peoples' organization to assist them in promoting peace.  These approaches have positive results but the extent of their implications is immeasurable.


The civil society, especially the youth must be an integral part in all endeavours in the light of peace promotion and other purpose.  After all, the youth bear the consequences of whatever decisions made by the government.  In this context, they must have the say in all policies to be formulated and implemented.  Undeniably, the level of maturity e.g. fears and feeling of uncertainly, the youth maybe vulnerable to manipulations by some quarters of the community.  To address this concern, the youth should be provided with the appropriate training and their skills and talents must properly be honed and nurtured in addition, they may actively exercise their responsibility with utmost freedom and commitment.

Conclusion
DIGNITY OF LIFE 

Dignity of life is one that a person lives not in humiliation but in pride, not in sadness but in joy, not needing but having enough, not in war but in peace, not in hatred but in love and caring. When a person has enough to satisfy his basic needs then that is a person with dignity. Dignity is not a measure of what one has achieved in life but dignity is a state of being, of having his needs at his hands without begging for it.

COEXISTENCE

We are living in a world of dignity and everything is different somewhere and someplace. May it be languages, culture, beliefs, value systems, lifestyle, religion, governments, etc. This difference gives us the reason to share. We are different from each other that we have so much to share, so said one writer. There is a possibility that we could live together in harmony despite those differences. Each one of us only has to accept and understand these differences and live not in prejudice but in mutual respect.
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