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e-lesson                    Week starting: 24th October 2005

1. Hallowe'en
We are heading there fast: pumpkins are being hollowed out and witches costumes are being
prepared. But where did it all start? This week's worksheet answers the question in an A/B
information gap on the history of Hallowe'en.

Level:
Good Intermediate and upwards

How to use the lesson:
1) Ask your students to think of as many things as they can connected with Hallowe'en.

Write them on the board as they are called out. After this, ask if any of the students know
where Hallowe'en started.

2) Divide the class into two groups, A and B. Give one copy of Worksheet A to each
student in Group A and one copy of Worksheet B to each student in Group B. Ask them
to work with a partner in their group to complete the questions at the bottom of the page.
The aim of writing the questions is so students can ask the other group for the missing
information in their text.

3) When they have written the questions and you have checked that the questions are
acceptable, ask students to find a partner from the other group, and to form pairs of A
and B.

4) Tell them to take it in turns to ask and answer the questions and write down the answers
they get in their text. Remind them not to look at each other's paper until the end. At the
end of the activity, they can check each other's texts.

Suggested questions:
1. Where does the name Hallowe'en come from?
2. What does All Hallows Eve mean?
3. Who celebrated the last day of the year on October 31st?
4. What was their (the druids’) god called?
5. Why did he (Samhain) free the spirits of the dead?
6. What did they (the druids) leave for their ancestors?
7. What did they wear?
8. What did the Pagan ritual become?
9. Who disappeared (along with the origins of the festival)?
10. Who said witches were unfit to live?
11. What were witches accused of?
12. What is seen as a bit of light-hearted fun?

As a follow up, ask students in pairs/small groups to find some other information about
Hallowe'en and prepare a 'scary' class poster. Students may wish to check out the following
sites for additional information.
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2. Related Websites
Send your students to these websites, or take a look yourself.

http://www.historychannel.com/exhibits/halloween/?page=home
The History Channel gives Hallowe’en the full treatment - spooktacular!

http://www.novareinna.com/festive/world.html
Hallowe’en around the world

http://www.inspirationline.com/Brainteaser/halloween.htm
And some more

http://www.blackdog.net/holiday/halloween/
Hallowe’en games for kids of all ages


