Design Technology/ ICT Help project

Tourist guide for the unknown
Investigation:

Brainstorm ideas for an aid:

Physical aid

· Walking aid
· Burglar alarm

· Home monitoring system

· Wheelchair

· Others (?)

Mental Aid

· Healthy diets

· Phonetics aid

· How to say “no”

· Tourist guides

· Simple picture books

· Others (?) 

What kind of tourist guides?

a. Historical guide around the world

b. Geographical sites around the world

c. Local Historical guide

d. Local geographical guide

e. Major cultural guides

f. Local cultural guide

g. Guide to mother nature 

Important considerations:

· Address 

· Contact information

· Historical facts

· Trivia facts

· Language guide

· Quotes

· Cultural introduction

· Pictures

· Details

· Organization, e.g. chronological, alphabetical or others?

The Need

Many tourist guides focus on huge historical landmarks such as the Great Wall or the Kremlin. Not many feature the smaller local landmarks which may not be world famous but are important culturally or intellectually. 

Survey results: 
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Famous Geographical sites

Geographical sites

Famous Historical sites 

Historical sites 

Any other sites


[image: image2.emf]Colour Schemes

Red/pink/peach 

Blue/grey/black/white 

Green 

Yellow/orange 

Others 

[image: image3.emf]Medium

Booklet 

Video 

Picture guide books 

Conventional travel guide 

PowerPoint 

Database 


[image: image4.emf]Template Schemes

Rectangular

Miscellaneous 

Circular

Triangular

Others 
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5-10 pages 

10-15 pages

15-20 pages

>20 pages 


Design Specification

The design specification below clearly states the characteristics of the finished product that I expect:

	Field
	Needs
	Wants

	Time
	7 weeks
	5-6 weeks

	Safety
	No obscenity
	No obscenity

	Materials
	Computer, Microsoft Publisher or Word 
	Computer, Microsoft Publisher or Word

	Color
	Any
	Bright and joyous such as yellow, red and orange

	Function
	Education and informative 
	Entertainment, updates, informative and educational

	Market
	Travelers, Students
	Most travelers

	Style
	Informative
	Informative and Decoration

	Size
	Any
	Any

	Aesthetics
	Contrasting Colors
	Simple to understand and uses graphics effectively

	Ergonomics
	Easy to use, secure and accurate
	Attractive

	Main Features
	Attractive, Informative
	Attractive, informative and entertaining

	Durability
	3 years
	5  years

	Program
	Publisher or Word
	Publisher or Word

	Reliability
	Good, with accurate information
	Perfect, with up to date information

	Construction
	Simple and easy with Microsoft Publisher or Word
	Microsoft Publisher or Word with other software, e.g. Photoshop

	Maintenance
	As little as possible
	None

	Form
	Booklet
	Leaflet, booklet or pamphlet

	Cost
	NA
	NA


To make a Tourist guide for foreigners I need to research on the different methods and designs to help me design my own Tourist guide for foreigners. My goal is to have around a medium sized tag with stripes and replaceable stickers on it to update the information. The steps I had planned to finished include some investigation, planning and designing. I planned to research on tourist guides and their uses on the commercial market to use it as a reference to make my own guide. Then, a survey will tell us the general preference of the target audience. Thirdly, I need to complete a design specification to state the type of product I want in the end and use it to evaluate my product. Soon after that, I shall brainstorm and put together ideas to add on any bonus features in the final design. Then I shall design 3 to 4 separate tourist guides with different designs. I shall evaluate them using the design specification created before. Choosing the best and most suitable one, I shall then redraw in finer detail. Then, I would distribute the time allocated to me using time charts. Then, by evaluating it, we shall find out if the plan would work, and we shall let the creation begin! The creation would just be inserting pictures and me typing out my own personal explanations for each site in China. After the creation is completed, the evaluation stage comes in, and we shall evaluate the guide, the process I had done to finish it, and redo the survey to check the audience’s opinion. By checking the two surveys, we shall find out if our creation had been successful and whether it had fulfilled its original purpose.  

The survey consists of 6 general questions, each specifically designed to get the target audience’s (10 people) opinions on the new guide I am trying to make. Below are the questions:

1. What type of guide would you prefer?

2. What kind of content would you like?

3. What medium would you prefer?

4. What type of color schemes would you like?

5. What kind of design template would you like?

6. What size would you like the guide to be?

The summarized responses from the target audiences are as follows:

· For question 1, out of the ten people, four each would like to have historical sites within the country and historical sites around the world. The last two would prefer famous and beautiful geographical sites around China. Therefore, I would do my guide for that of China, most of them being historical sites such as the Forbidden City and Prince Gong’s Mansion, with one or two geographical sites such as Three Gorges are along the Yangtze. 

· For question 2, most would prefer famous historical sites, and some would like to have famous geographical sites. This is directly related to the type of guide as stated in question 1.  

· For question 3, most would prefer a video guide and picture books guide. It seems that the target audience would like to have more of a visual representation guide rather than words or audio guide. But since a video would take too long to produce, it would be most appropriate to create a picture guide book, which is less time consuming. 
· For question 4, half of the audience would like to have a bluish to black color scheme. However, since this guide is a tourist guide, a sky blue would be the most joyous and therefore the most appropriate for the target audience. It would be best to avoid black and other dull colors. The blending of the different shades of blue would be particularly effective, as it represents heaven, an auspicious symbol in China. 
· For question 5, the target audience doesn’t have much of a preference over the type of design template. Most chose miscellaneous, which really is up to me to choose the design templates. I decided in the end to use random designs, but blending the pictures harmoniously. A wide ranged design templates would also be important to keep the reader’s attention for the 15 pages long guide. 
· Lastly, for question 6, the audience would like to have about a dozen pages for the guide. This number is not too short for the guide to cover most of the famous sites, but it is not too long either to bore the reader to death. Therefore, together with my target audience, I do believe that this would be the best number of pages for my guide. At the end, I would conduct another survey, to find out if my solution had worked. That would be in the evaluation section. 
Instead of looking for online guides on how to make tourist guides, this would most likely be costly or not very useful for my project; I decided to look for existing tourist guides online. From various sources listed in the bibliography below, I realized that the most important elements in a guide should be pictures. It is the pictures that attracts attention and conveys the message of how beautiful my landmarks are. Therefore, pictures shall be the main focus for my product. Another important element is the fonts and titles. Statistics shows that guides with attractive fonts and titles are more likely to be picked up and read than less attractive ones. Perhaps instead of using everyday fonts such as Tahoma and Arial, fonts such as Lucida Handwriting and Rockwell Condensed. The text is still important, but it is s secondary source of information. The text should be to the point, brief, and easy to understand. If the text could be translated into a different subject such as French or Chinese, it would be even better. The learning aid, in this case, the tourist guide would be very useful fro foreigners in China. Written in English, it should be understandable by most foreigners. The guide would help raise awareness about the rich cultural heritage within China. It would also be good for the 2008 Olympics when people all over the world come to China. Lastly, the guide should be in a soft copy. We should try to use as little paper as possible to save the environment. Therefore, a soft copy of this guide would be available for free on my website, and anyone could download from it. 
To create the guide, I could either use the computer or hand draw it. Since my art skills are not very good, I decided to do the latter. Out of all the computer programs I know how to use, Microsoft Publisher and Microsoft Word is the most suitable program to create such a pamphlet. I would be using Publisher, as after using half an hour playing around with the two programs, Publisher has better and more sophisticated tools to create a tourist guide. Other programs such as Adobe Photoshop would be good to edit the pictures to make it more suitable for my pamphlet. Lastly, when I print out the final product, it would be good to get a binder or at least laminate the front cover to make the guide look more professional and presentable. 
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Design

Design #1:
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The first design is a guide about historical sites within china. To emphasize the ancient but culturally rich relics of China, I decided to use a black and white scheme for the whole guide. Dominated by pictures and other visual representation, this guide conveys its main message despite the language barriers. This guide includes many of China’s world famous landmarks such as the Forbidden City, Terracotta Warriors, Summer Palace, Three Gorges and many others. All these are symbolic monuments within china which encompasses historical, cultural, religious, military and geographical significance of China. Within the pages of this guide, he old and new cultures are blended harmoniously. Its unique and wide variety template helps to grasp the attention of the readers. Lastly, its pictures appeals to young and old, and as the saying goes, “A picture speaks a thousand words,” this medium is a much better way to convey the message than words. 

Design #2:
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Instead of the black and white color schemes like the first design, this design has a full color scheme to better grasp the attention of younger readers, especially kids and teenagers. Yet again, the templates and extensive use of pictures can once again be seen in this design. However, this time, instead of the content being about China, the main focus for this guide is Europe, especially culturally and historically important sites of recent history. Monuments such as the Arc' de Triomphe and the Kremlin are the main features of this guide. However, as I am not a native of European culture, I would not be that personal to these types of monuments compared to that of China. I would also better understand the words symbols and meanings behind all these great structures. Other than that, this design is as good as, if not better than the 1st design.
Design #3: 
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The third design uses a very different medium to convey the message. Instead of conventional guide books, either using pictures or words, this guide uses a novelized theme and story to tell the story of mundane and ordinary stuff in Suzhou. We are no longer interested in huge and world famous monuments, we are no interested in alleys of Suzhou, the creeks and very mundane things that do not get listed in most guide book are still very important culturally. This kind of medium may not appeal to all, as it may seem like reading a novel rather than a simple guidebook. One must have patience and time to get trough the whole contents of this book. There are also linguistic difficulties. Translations would also be important to make it suitable for different travelers. Lastly, since we are using a novelized theme, we can only put limited featured areas, concentrated in one city or area rather than a country or continent. Not many would be interested as well, as we have seen in my survey. Most would rather know about the Forbidden City than simple creeks in Hangzhou. 
Design #1:

	Field
	Needs
	Wants
	Check

	Time
	7 weeks
	5-6 weeks
	√

	Safety
	No obscenity
	No obscenity
	√

	Materials
	Computer, Microsoft Publisher or Word 
	Computer, Microsoft Publisher or Word
	√

	Color
	Any
	Bright and joyous such as yellow, red and orange
	

	Function
	Education and informative 
	Entertainment, updates, informative and educational
	√

	Market
	Travelers, Students
	Most travelers
	

	Style
	Informative
	Informative and Decoration
	√

	Size
	Any
	Any
	√

	Aesthetics
	Contrasting Colors
	Simple to understand and uses graphics effectively
	√

	Ergonomics
	Easy to use, secure and accurate
	Attractive
	√

	Main Features
	Attractive, Informative
	Attractive, informative and entertaining
	

	Durability
	3 years
	5  years
	√

	Program
	Publisher or Word
	Publisher or Word
	√

	Reliability
	Good, with accurate information
	Perfect, with up to date information
	√

	Construction
	Simple and easy with Microsoft Publisher or Word
	Microsoft Publisher or Word with other software, e.g. Photoshop
	√

	Maintenance
	As little as possible
	None
	√

	Form
	Booklet
	Leaflet, booklet or pamphlet
	√

	Cost
	NA
	NA
	√


Design #2:

	Field
	Needs
	Wants
	Check

	Time
	7 weeks
	5-6 weeks
	√

	Safety
	No obscenity
	No obscenity
	

	Materials
	Computer, Microsoft Publisher or Word 
	Computer, Microsoft Publisher or Word
	√

	Color
	Any
	Bright and joyous such as yellow, red and orange
	√

	Function
	Education and informative 
	Entertainment, updates, informative and educational
	√

	Market
	Travelers, Students
	Most travelers
	

	Style
	Informative
	Informative and Decoration
	

	Size
	Any
	Any
	√

	Aesthetics
	Contrasting Colors
	Simple to understand and uses graphics effectively
	√

	Ergonomics
	Easy to use, secure and accurate
	Attractive
	√

	Main Features
	Attractive, Informative
	Attractive, informative and entertaining
	

	Durability
	3 years
	5  years
	√

	Program
	Publisher or Word
	Publisher or Word
	√

	Reliability
	Good, with accurate information
	Perfect, with up to date information
	√

	Construction
	Simple and easy with Microsoft Publisher or Word
	Microsoft Publisher or Word with other software, e.g. Photoshop
	√

	Maintenance
	As little as possible
	None
	√

	Form
	Booklet
	Leaflet, booklet or pamphlet
	

	Cost
	NA
	NA
	√


Design #3:

	Field
	Needs
	Wants
	Check

	Time
	7 weeks
	5-6 weeks
	√

	Safety
	No obscenity
	No obscenity
	√

	Materials
	Computer, Microsoft Publisher or Word 
	Computer, Microsoft Publisher or Word
	√

	Color
	Any
	Bright and joyous such as yellow, red and orange
	

	Function
	Education and informative 
	Entertainment, updates, informative and educational
	

	Market
	Travelers, Students
	Most travelers
	

	Style
	Informative
	Informative and Decoration
	

	Size
	Any
	Any
	√

	Aesthetics
	Contrasting Colors
	Simple to understand and uses graphics effectively
	

	Ergonomics
	Easy to use, secure and accurate
	Attractive
	√

	Main Features
	Attractive, Informative
	Attractive, informative and entertaining
	

	Durability
	3 years
	5  years
	√

	Program
	Publisher or Word
	Publisher or Word
	√

	Reliability
	Good, with accurate information
	Perfect, with up to date information
	√

	Construction
	Simple and easy with Microsoft Publisher or Word
	Microsoft Publisher or Word with other software, e.g. Photoshop
	√

	Maintenance
	As little as possible
	None
	√

	Form
	Booklet
	Leaflet, booklet or pamphlet
	

	Cost
	NA
	NA
	√


For the first design, it had achieved all criteria except the attractive color schemes, design templates and the market suitability. Therefore, it had achieved a score of 15/18! For design 2, it had achieved all these criteria except for safety, market, style and design templates. It had achieved a score of 14/18. The last design had attained a score of 13/18. The first design had met the most criteria and therefore the best design of all.  

For the above reasons, I had chosen the 1st design for my final creation. Although it is simpler than and not as complex as the other, but it is more convenient to refer to and understand, and has 15 out of 18 of the ideal criteria of a tourist guide, as stated in the design specification. It is eye catching, and yet clears in its contact information. It also is relatively unique, and is simple to understand even for primary kids. It is relatively quick and easy to do, unique, positive, brightly colored, bright, clear, simple language, convenient. For all of the above reasons, I had chosen the 1st design for the creation.
Planning:

	Steps: *
	Tasks 
	Time allocated (min)
	Resources needed

	I1
	Brainstorming
	30
	Pen, paper

	I2
	Analysis of brainstormed ideas, and identify a need
	30
	Pen paper

	I3
	Listing/investigating considerations
	20
	Pen, paper

	I4
	Analyze the need
	20
	Pen paper

	I5
	Investigate existing learning aids
	45
	Internet, computer, other learning aid (hard copy )

	I6
	Investigate the tools
	15
	Intent, compute, guides

	I7
	Bibliography 
	15
	Internet, computer

	I8
	Design specification
	30
	Internet, computer

	I9
	How to test my solution?
	15
	Paper, pen

	P1
	Create a time plan
	15
	Internet, computer

	P2
	Manage the use of time and resources
	30
	Internet, computer

	P3
	Evaluation of plan
	20
	Internet, computer

	D1
	Create 3 designs
	60
	Pen, paper, drawing tools, eraser, pencil

	D2
	Evaluate 3 designs
	30
	Computer 

	D3
	Choose one design with reasons
	10
	Computer, design specification 

	C1
	Create my design 
	60
	Computer 

	C2
	Make notes on changes
	15
	Computer 

	C3
	Provide evidence of progress (weekly journals)
	10 each
	Pen, paper, computer 

	E1
	Judge effectiveness of solution 
	20
	Survey, pen, paper

	E2
	Assess efficiency of process
	20
	Computer 

	E3
	Improvements suggestions
	20
	Computer 

	E4
	Reflect on the impact
	20
	Computer 

	E5
	What I have learnt and improvements I can make
	20
	Computer 

	Total
	NA
	490 min or 8 hrs 10 min
	NA


Key: 

· I: Investigation

· P: Plan

· D: Design

· C: Create

· E: Evaluate

· For the numbering, look at appendix A

The time plan I have made is reliable and useful as it lay out all the time and resources I have and allows me to allocate the necessary amount of time and necessary to the different parts of the project according to its size. Although I had missed one DT lesson due to a MUN conference at Beijing, I still managed to catch up and even be ahead of schedule at some time before I go back according to plan. At first, I planned my time in such a way so that I had ample time for each stage, 1 week for planning and any additional research, 1 week for design and selection of designs, four weeks to create my tourist guide with some time for any additional touch ups, and three weeks for evaluation, including homework. However, I used 5 weeks to complete my creation as it took much longer than I expected. I had underestimated the amount of work which I need to complete. I had to write up the whole guide myself. I even need to search out individual pictures, which is part of my research which I had overlooked and did not complete. The pictures had to be selected, and I had to take note of all the websites I have been to. 
In the end, I spent my time in the following order: 5 lessons for investigation, 1 lesson for planning, 1.5 for design and selection of designs, 5 weeks for creation, 3 week for evaluation and 1 weekend for backup if anything unexpected happens. (Look at time plan). The design had to be done partially at home, with the selection of the designs and evaluation of it. Although the creation can be done in school, some additional research is still required; therefore, all the extra work had to be done in my own time. Although I did not really go with the plan I had created, I managed to improvise the amount of time I had left and I did not need to rush out my design folder in the end. My plan could have been made better by finding out how much time my creation and other stages needed first, before making any decisions. That way, I would not have made the mistake of allocating too much or too little time. The resources which I had allocated to the different stages of the project did go according to plan though. Therefore, I did not waste or need any unnecessary resources. 
Creation

My final creation was completed over a period of two and a half weeks, or 5 periods. My final creation did not really go according to plan. I had made numerous changes which I felt would make the content be more suitable for the current design template. Firstly, I had changed the colour scheme from black and white to a full ranged colour one. I think this would make the guide more appealing to the target audience. I remembered a Chinese saying, saying we have to use new methods and technologies, both from the east and the west to revive the old cultures. Therefore, making the guide more colourful would help evoke a new passion towards Chinese culture, especially from the new and older generations. Secondly, I had specially included 2 extra pages which include one huge photo of a place of interest that fills the whole page. This would definitely attract people’s attention. The front cover would also be of China’s most famous buildings: The Forbidden City. Three pictures of the Forbidden City help to display China’s rich imperial past. This not only attracts the reader’s attention but also represents the theme of the tourist guide. I also changed the design template into a new one. When I realised I would not have enough time to complete the whole guide if I were to start from scratch, I decided to use one of Publisher’s design templates. All I need to do is change the colour scheme, type in the words, insert the pictures, tweak it a little to personalize it and the guide would be completed. The use of Publisher instead of Words meant an easier job for me but still retains most of the unique aspects of my guide. I did not completely used Publisher’s design template; I just borrowed it and tweaked it to make it my own. 
Lastly, the guide serves to inform people, but it could not possibly contain all the information about China. Therefore, I added a page with contact information and links to various English websites and information sources that the audience can look up if they have a particular interest in a certain field. For example, if they want to find more information about the history of China, they can go to the tourchina website where they can find all the basic information about China. The readers could contact real time tourist agencies if they want to book a tour to any of the featured places of interest in the guide. The addition of these pages greatly increases the effectiveness and scope of my guide. It links my guide to the outside world and links the audience to a greater variety of information. 
The creation process started by the inserting of various pictures within the 14 pages. Since the guide emphasizes on the use of pictures, I decided the most important elements should be inserted first. The words, on the other hand, have a secondary purpose, only to elaborate on the specific places if the readers want to know more. However, the attention grabbing, where most of the information is displayed, is through the pictures. After inserting the words, I started to type up my own words in each of the guide. After that, then I tweaked around with the different elements such as color schemes, design templates, and how to blend it with the pictures. Finally, I did minor touch us to the guide, by inserting captions, or correcting spelling and grammar errors. The final stage was marked by reading through the whole guide two to three times to check for any mistakes, and fine tuning the minor but important bits of the guide. 
My guide aims to highlight many of China’s most renowned and beautiful landmarks, many of which I myself have been to before, such as the Great Wall and The Three Gorges. The featured landmarks should have a certain military, historical or cultural significance for the nation. Therefore, many of the explanations have a certain background of history in it. All of the highlights have got to do with China’s imperial cultures, some of which are still present today. The need for defense had spawned the birth of the Great Wall. The Three Gorges area and Huang Shan both are the birth place of many famous Chinese poems. In fact, the Three Gorges area is known as the cradle of ancient Chinese civilization. Many of the buildings and structures have witnessed the rise and fall of China’s imperial power. The Shanhaiguan pass witnessed the passing of Manchu troops and ushering in the Qing regime. The Forbidden palace is the political and military heart of imperial china. Therefore, I had arranged all these places in order of importance, be it culturally or militarily. The most famous and important ones would be in the front, while the less important ones are near the back. So it is just like a newsletter; the most important bits are in the front, the least important parts are the back. I tried to think in different angles, and decide on the importance of anything from different points of view. However, I have introduced the highlights and explained their importance to China from various pints of views. For example, for the Prince Gong Mansion, I introduced it as the home of the most corrupt official in the Qing regime; but on the other hand, it is also a testimony of the Qing Dynasty’s architectural beauty. All of the highlights have their beautiful and ugly side. Therefore in my guide, I exposed both sides to the readers. See it as a medium to view the inner side of China’s imperial pasts. 
Evaluation

This time, the creation progress was not very rushed, nor was it painstakingly slow. Since I had done other projects similar to this, I did have enough experience to create the mainframes of the Expat guide presentation relatively quickly. I was also familiar with the software, Microsoft Publisher, therefore, all the available functions are known to me. Since I can complete the creation quicker than expected, I also have more time to do any touch ups, despite the time lost due to BEIMUN conference. However, despite that, since I do not have my thumb drive with me, all the data that I had for this project had to be kept in the school’s folder. This posed a problem for me when I need to do up my design folder, as I need to constantly refer back to my product and necessary research. I could not email the data back to myself as the file was too large. The only thing that I could do was to selectively choose a certain part of my project and email it back to myself. The design folder, till its last stages is always kept at home. Then, when needed, I could download the data from my email that I need. This data can change according to my needs. For example, the first week I may use parts of the investigation stage, but in the next, I could use parts of the design stage. Using this method, I could do my design folder at home without the use of my thumb drive. 

The purpose of my creation is to guide tourists from all over the world, regardless of language or nationalities, to the imperial past of China. In order to test if my creation had succeeded in its purpose, I decided to conduct a simple survey. Let 10 of my peers view my guide, and if my message has been displayed effectively. It would be better to select some of my peers who do not speak much Chinese. When I asked my peers if, by looking at the pictures alone, whether they could recognize it. Most of them can recognize famous landmarks such as the Forbidden City, but not other such as Huangshan. Secondly, when I asked if they would want to go to the landmarks by looking at the pictures, only half said yes. This maybe due to the different market that the guide is deigned for., this guide is designed more for adults, not teenagers. But despite that, perhaps the pictures I chose were not representative enough, or perhaps just not persuasive or awe-inspiring enough. Thirdly, I asked my peers to check the product against the design specification to see if it had met most of the criteria’s. Below are the results:
	Field
	Needs
	Wants
	Check

	Time
	7 weeks
	5-6 weeks
	√√

	Safety
	No obscenity
	No obscenity
	√√√√√√√√√√

	Materials
	Computer, Microsoft Publisher or Word 
	Computer, Microsoft Publisher or Word
	√√√√√√√√√√

	Color
	Any
	Bright and joyous such as yellow, red and orange
	√√√√√√√

	Function
	Education and informative 
	Entertainment, updates, informative and educational
	√√√√√√

	Market
	Travelers, Students
	Most travelers
	√√

	Style
	Informative
	Informative and Decoration
	√√√√√√

	Size
	Any
	Any
	√√√√√√√√√√

	Aesthetics
	Contrasting Colors
	Simple to understand and uses graphics effectively
	√√√√√√√√√

	Ergonomics
	Easy to use, secure and accurate
	Attractive
	√√√√√√√

	Main Features
	Attractive, Informative
	Attractive, informative and entertaining
	√√√√√

	Durability
	3 years
	5  years
	√√√√√√√√√√

	Program
	Publisher or Word
	Publisher or Word
	√√√√√√√√

	Reliability
	Good, with accurate information
	Perfect, with up to date information
	√√√√√√√√

	Construction
	Simple and easy with Microsoft Publisher or Word
	Microsoft Publisher or Word with other software, e.g. Photoshop
	√√√√√√√√√√

	Maintenance
	As little as possible
	None
	√√√√√√√√

	Form
	Booklet
	Leaflet, booklet or pamphlet
	√√√√√√√√√√

	Cost
	NA
	NA
	√√√√√√√√√√


I would count that any fields with 6 or more ticks would be counted as passed. Out of the 18 fields, 15 of the fields have passed, many of them given full marks. The final product does give a glimpse into many of China’s famous sites, through the use of pictures, and if further elaboration is needed, texts were given to help support the pictures. It had conveyed the message well enough despite language barriers, therefore, this product I have made, although it does have some mistakes and errors, is successful. 
However, in the long term, this guide may not be of much help. It does not guide tourists to recreation sites, or other essential amenities which would be necessary if anyone wants to go on a tour. It does not point out the popular tourist areas other than places of interest or even the basic emergency numbers for the police or the ambulance. All these points I have missed out when I was creating the product. I think by think from different point of views, both long and short term would make my guide more multi-purpose and useful in a variety of situations. Think from a tourist’s point of view or perhaps interviewing some of them and asking them what they would want to know more about China would perhaps be even better. A better investigative technique could have helped me in this particular field. 

The use of the design cycle to help me finish this project more efficiently had been quite effective. The investigation stage gave me the basic details and necessary information needed to design the guide. But I could have gone one step further to interview and conduct a survey to find out my target audience’s needs. I could also have research a different aspect of a guide. Instead of concentrating on a short term guide, I could have research the information needed for a long term guide. The research could also have been more extensive in the area of graphics. Perhaps I could have researched how to make more efficient graphical themes. If I were to do that, then perhaps the presentation would have been more elaborate. The planning stage was done effectively, as I planned out the time given to each stage, and they almost went according to plan, except for the week with BEIMUN rehearsals. The time plan also allocated about I lesson worth of time to do some touch ups such as linking the project to my website online and various other meticulous details. The extra time could also have been used if something suddenly crops up. Although nothing cropped up in this project, it would be prudent to allocate sometime for any kind of emergencies. The evaluation stage is done both at school and at home. The extra work that I need to do that cannot be completed on time in class would then be homework and completed at home. The evaluation stage also allows me to see my errors and improve future projects. It also shows which areas I have done well, and which areas needs improvements. In this case, the design and creation process, though new, was done successfully. The investigation technique was detailed enough, and perhaps I should go one further step in the next project. It is the evaluation stage that allows me to improve and build on what I have done successfully. However for this project, we were given more than enough time to complete it, so there isn’t any rush in this project. 
APPENDIX A

Investigate

1. Brainstorm the problem to identify possible needs.
2. Analyse the brainstorm and identify a need.
3. List any considerations that are important.
4. Analyse the need (Why is there a need? Who for? Learning styles? What is the intended outcome? What is the wider social context?)
5. Investigate other existing learning aids or systems. Analyse your findings. (What factors are good and bad in learning systems/aids? What are the social and/or environmental impacts of these learning aids? How can you use the sources that you have investigated for your own learning system/aid? )
6. Investigate the tools that you might use. (What tools would be suitable to solve the problem? What do you need to learn before completing the project? What are the advantages and disadvantages of the tools you might use?)
7. Provide a full bibliography.
8. Formulate your design specification.
9. Describe how you will test your solution.
Design

1. Describe (use annotated sketches) at least three feasible design ideas.

2. Evaluate each of the design ideas.

3. Select and justify a final design idea.

Plan

1. Create and communicate a logical sequence of work. What order will you complete the tasks?
2. Plan the use of your time and resources.
3. Evaluate your plan.
Create

1. Create your solution according to the plan of your chosen design.
2. Ensure that you follow your plan, noting any changes that need to be made in your process journal. Give your reasons for making changes to your plan.
3. Provide evidence of your progress in the development of your solution.


Evaluate

1. Judge the effectiveness of your solution as compared to the design specification.
2. Assess the efficiency of the process from plan to product. How have you used your time? Explain any deviations from your plan.
3. Suggest ways to improve the product.
4. Reflect on the impact – how useful is your product? 
5. Assess what you have learnt. What would you like to improve?
What kind of needs could arise?


Increase mobility for disabled people 


Teaching guides for youngsters


Guide for adults in tourism 


Healthy diet guides


Teenage issues


Visual aid for autistic children 


Monitoring systems for security


Other relevant needs








