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HomelsWhereYou Hang Your Hat:
The Element of Desirein Sister Carrie and America, America

If we classify God's living creations into two tgs) we would end up with
vegetation, and animals. Mankind would stand ingbeond category since we have the
same characteristics with animals; except that axe hminds. However, there is another
thing that differentiates humans with animals. Whalnimals would feel immediately
satisfied after a meal, a man's desire would grswhay are fed. It's a known fact that
humans always want more than what they've alreadn lgiven.

But really, what is this 'desire' captured in bd&lster Carrie and America,
America? The first time reading these novels, as a pevgom grew up with already
established values accepted in the society, | éguCarrie (Sister Carrie) and Stavros
(America, America) wanted only wealth. From my gah view, it seemed that money
and material possessions are important and havessgigificance for them in their lives.
However, | read the books for the second time, aftet a lot of considerations, | found
out that it's not only about material indulgenclest also about the desire of finding
happiness, themselves, and peace in their lives.

Humans have a natural interest in making theirslibetter. So do Carrie and
Starvros. Both Carrie and Stavros wanted to lehee tural homes and find new lives.
Caroline Meeber left Columbia City and found hdrselChicago. She wasn't content
with the way she was living. She felt that someaghivas missing from her rural life. In

the meantime, Stavros Topouzoglou risked almostyévieg to get to the United States.



He had had enough with the oppression of the Aftattowards the Armenians in the
country. According to history, the Attaturks evdmost churches that are used by the
Armenians and the Greeks to pray. Ultimately, the tharacters decide to make their
entrance into new worlds at very young ages.

In the 1900s the economy changed from agricultioraddustrial-based economy.
In reality, the industrial-based economy started vilgmen who spun cloth, made
clothing, linens, and soap, which very much becdngecrucial goods that developed
factories. Contrary to the model of stay-at-hom&wand mother, in the early 1900s, the
labor of women was important. We could also seg ithiSister Carrie; her life changes
from time to time. She was an ordinary country giHo was expected to stay in the
country and do house works; but in her journeyugtolife in Chicago, she found a shoe
factory and applied for a job there. The goal wagpke, to have money. But later in the
story we found that she had to support for Hurstivaond herself. Hence, we can see that
for the people of America, as well as for the peaalound the world, the change of the
economy system also meant a change in the relaBbmeen men and women. History
shows that in 1890 —one year after Dreiser wrotei€s arrival in Chicago— fewer men
were needed or employed by factories. In fact, womeade up seventeen percent of the
national labor force, with women between the addsgteen and twenty-four forming the
largest proportion of this group. Obviously, thegmation of women to big cities was a
national trend at that time.

Nonetheless, the migration of people like StavsAtnerica was a growing
international trend. While conditions in nineteen#mtury Europe worsened for millions

of citizens, the United States seemed to offeredparity. Millions of Europeans, who



suffered through the Industrial Revolution, econoiepressions, and famines, began to
see America as a land of absolute opportunity. Hugabers of Italians, Greeks, Jews,
Russians and others came to find work in industiiés such as New York, Chicago,
Philadelphia and Detroit. During 1890-1914 alorte nillion immigrants were reported
to have entered the United States. The numbersasermore and more even until after
the World War |, when the government released alatign to restrict the number of
immigrants.

By the turn of the 20th century, the promise of #h@erican Dream' had begun
to lure substantial numbers of immigrants from Bastand Southern Europe. Stavros is
one of them. Living in Turkey, Stavros must face tteigning authorities like the
Attaturks spread conflicts by discriminating then#nians and the Greek. So like most
Europeans, he wanted to find a new land of hopdgps a utopia like Shangri-La or El
Dorado to lead a new life. He turned to the Uniteates to seek liberty from the hands of
the dictators in his country. He came to America fileedom, for an identity as an
individual.

Individuality is a basic characteristic of humarnnigs. As human are basically
were born to stand on their own two feet, Carrid &tavros try to prove that they can
manage their lives. It is 'every man for himselfthough it means they have to do things
that seemed controversial and corrupted. What reagngo be a cursed deed to do, it is
actually plain normal if we consider the situatganrounding the two characters. The two
have to struggle. They have to strive to get theal. Carrie's affair with Hurstwood and

Stavros' first kill was just part of their survivalrategies in their journey through life



that's full of competition. As Charles Darwin haecthred, it's 'survival of the fittest' as
they know it.

In those days, in order to survive you have toHmefittest. Automatically, in an
industrial environment, being the 'fittest' means \ave got to have money. After all, a
new life for Carrie and Stavros who are used te hdequately in a country means they
should live a life that's fullest in the metropailit area. However, this point of view
makes it seemed that the two were never reallgfgadi with what they already have in
their hands. As a start, their migration to the ditges while Carrie could live just fine in
Columbia City and Stavros had never been a diietitrvof the Attaturks.

Stavros didn't have anything to begin his journeypwHe never had money, the
only thing he had was a dagger given by his graridenpwhich eventually he used to
kill a 'friendly' thief named Abdul. Money was aghbmatter for Stavros since he is so
determined to go to America. When his grandmotledused to give him the money,
Stavros became quite angry. In fact, when she tb@dmoney is with her under her
clothing, Stavros felt like he could murder hisrgtenother right then — but didn't.

Carrie first came to Chicago as a poor, unskilletfgom the country, so she's
consider lucky when she got the job at the shomfacHowever, spending her time to
get to know the lives of the women of the city, fashion, and especially money, she
gave up to the temptation of earning more. Earmioge means quitting the shoe factory
and start doing something else. Knowing that a wdsmdody can be an asset, she
decided to become an actress; she went to an agdrgven pay him money to get her a

job as an actress with the hope of living in a hiows lifestyle.



Both have always wanted more than what they alrbaghe, and for some people,
the deeds they do seem sinful. Carrie's love affatih Drouet, and then with a very
married Hurstwood may seem like she was only takishgpntages from her relationships
with those men. While Carrie was busy having flinggh Drouet and Hurstwood,
Stavros also kept himself busy by having an affam.the vessel carrying immigrants to
America, he found himself enticed by the money reffieby Sophia Kebabian and thus
became a gigolo for her.

It is human nature to desire something more, evdrey don't know what 'more'
is. On his way to Constantinople, Stavros was gisleance to be a rich man. He met
Aleko Sinyosoglou who would provide him a greatld#amoney if Stavros would only
marry Thomna, his daughter. He was given the moyes, after agreeing that he would
marry her, but his dream of going to America toakdhof him and it wasn't letting go.
He used the money to buy himself a one way tiak&Eanstantinople instead and elope,
leaving Aleko and Thomna behind. He could've leadealthy life, yet he still wanted
more, though he could never be sure of what hérgydo do over in America.

Carrie's desire for 'more' is bluntly given in theok: "Her hotel bill did not
require its use. Her clothes had for some time beleolly satisfactory. Another day or
two and she would receive another hundred and. fifty anything she wanted to do
better or move higher she must have more — a desdtmore."(362-363)

Up until this point, money and wealth seemed vegpiicant in both stories.
However, in reality, it is normal to want somethimgre; because we are human beings.
We are creatures that are given 'the mind thas'feglGod. We are given desires, and the

minds to decide what we should do about theseeatesir



In these books, the two main characters had na@ih@ng on to, so it is really
important to make a choice by them selves. Theywenstantly reminded that the new
worlds they are entering are full of competitiomsl @ptions, so it is necessary for them
to just 'seize the day'. They have to grab life &l every opportunity available. If
anything,carpe diemis the perfect motto or tagline for them right then

Both Carrie and Stavros are very decisive peoplinofigh they appear to make
very impulsive ones, they always make them for thedaes. They were determined to
reach their dreams. At 18, Carrie decided to jumptlze opportunity of moving to
Chicago; while at 20, Stavros made the decisioleafing his home and took a journey
towards America. They were ready for a change,aatadally new set of lives.

A lot of decision makings are involved in these ksdAfter a while of spending
time alongside Abdul — the 'friendly' thief — Stasrdecided in an instant to kill him
while he was doing his evening prayer. Grantedstbals from Stavros in a subtle way
that no one knows he's a thief, he was worth thle Rarrie's first decision was to
exchange names with Drouet. Not because she likedldut because she liked the way
he is dressed; and this is not a normal thing émpbe to make decisions for something as
important as names and addresses by only lookitigeahings someone's wearing.

In the meantime, we must salute them for they laatinally found work in the
city to earn their money. The fact is, it is almimspossible to get started in a new place —
especially in the city — when they have non whatepeeference and skill. Still, they
handled with the situation very well and got thgibs. Stavros, although started off
picking left over dinner from an alley behind ateesant he managed to work in a

kitchen for a huge restaurant. Carrie, acceptedbaojfer in a shoe factory, and then



became an actress. These scenes show us how daeteértney are and how they would
do anything to reach for their dreams.

Another evidence of determinacy is that they waliw anyone to prevent them
from reaching their goals. Stavros killed Abduldahen left Thomna and Aleko, and got
very mad to Garabet and Vartuhi took his money.ri€arever took extreme measures
like murdering someone, but when she saw her sastg@her husband's apathies towards
wealth and what she saw as a better life, shetHeft house and only leaves behind a
single note. Another thing that Carrie did wasiggtHurstwood out of the way when she
realizes he's only gambling their money away. @fftehim a note saying, "Dear George,
I'm going away....| wouldn't mind helping you, itbuld, but | can't support us both, and
pay the rent. | need what little | make to payruor clothes."(348) Seems like the readers
would be rooting for Carrie since Hurstwood gavecnatribution to their domestic life.
But to her, luxury still matters. She sees thahwilurstwood she won't get any of the
nice things: expensive clothes, fulfilling mealdamcognition. That's why getting rid of
Mr. George Hurstwood might be the best decisiorri€arhad ever made to get what she
wants. She becomes more and more successful atrassaand the pay isn't bad either.
"Men sent flowers, love notes, offers of fortunendAstill her dreams ran riot. The one
hundred and fifty! The one hundred and fifty! Wiatoor to an Aladdin's cave it seemed
to be."(361-362)

But really, this so-called 'desire' of wanting sdinreg more of material wealth, in
fact, was never the real issue for Stavros andi€€ddeep down inside, they knew that
the money is just a tool, a medium to get to whaytwant. And what do they want? In

Sister Carrie, Theodore Dreiser explains that gda'tdreally want money. "Chicago,



New York; Drouet, Husrwood; the world of fashiondathhe world of stage — these were
but incidents. Not them, but that which represeshig longed for."(397) A couple of
paragraphs later, the narrator also said, "in fedkswon Broadway, she no longer thought
of the elegance of the creatures who passed h&).(3@is proves that Carrie no longer
envy other people for the expensive clothes anelgwStavros' story does go a little bit
different. He spent his money on a one-way tickef\inerica, so right until he gets to
America, his only money was his 50 dollars givenSpphia. He was content, yes, to
have the money, but even more content by the fzat he got to America at last.
Moreover, as he walks down the red carpet of thaigration shed, he went down on his
knees and kisses the ground. This comes to pratengither Carrie nor Stavros were
looking for money in the first place.

So what is it were they looking? So here are Came Stavros. Each had traveled
far and experienced a lot of things. In the begigmoor, unsophisticated, and emotional.
They both knew what the city could offer them, Batrrie found "the city offering more
loveliness that she had ever known, and instinigtiviey force of her needs alone, clung
to it,"(397) while Stavros was amazed by the cursesConey Island —the roads built
through air— and was sure that those curves reprrése endless possibilities waiting
for them in America.

In the end, | would like to offer a concept of peaand | do believe that they
were looking for peace. Without their journeys, @arsf them would know who they
really are. If they stayed in their rural homeshwlteir families, things would never have
changed for them. Carrie would be stuck forevehwite farm, while Stavros would

always be goody-two-shoes. Carrie would never kst could be an actress, while



Stavros could end up being killed by the Attatueigime. They were looking for their
own sanctuary; a Shangri-La. They were looking domfort that can be found by
looking at the beauty of tall buildings and roaanquility far away from the Attaturks,
finding a hidden talent, finding themselves. Butsmof all, finding a home to hang the

straw hat on.
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