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Brand Name
Norvasc

Common Name
amlodipine besylate

How does this medication work? What will it do for me? 

Amlodipine is used for the treatment of high blood pressure and angina (chest pain). It works to control blood pressure and reduces the number of angina attacks by relaxing blood vessels. Amlodipine is often used in combination with other high blood pressure medications when blood pressure control is not achieved with the use of one medication alone.

Your doctor may choose to use a medication for conditions other than the ones listed in these drug information articles. If you're unsure why you are taking this medication, contact your doctor.



How should I use this medication?
The recommended adult dose of amlodipine ranges from 2.5 mg to 10 mg once daily, taken with or without meals.

Many things can affect the dose of medication that a person needs, such as body weight, other medical conditions, and other medications. If your doctor has recommended a dose different from the ones above, do not change the way that you are taking the medication without consulting your doctor.

It is important to take this medication regularly, exactly as prescribed by the doctor. If you miss a dose, take it as soon as possible and continue on with your regular schedule. If it is almost time for your next dose, skip the missed dose and continue on with your regular dosing schedule. Do not double doses.



What form(s) does this medication come in?
Norvasc® is available in strengths of 5 mg and 10 mg. 

5 mg: Each white, octagonal tablet, scored, marked "NRV 5" on one side and "Pfizer" on the other, contains amlodipine 5 mg. 

10 mg: Each white, octagonal tablet, marked "NRV 10" on one side and "Pfizer" on the other, contains amlodipine 10 mg. 

Nonmedicinal ingredients: dibasic calcium phosphate anhydrous, magnesium stearate, microcrystalline cellulose, and sodium starch glycolate.



Who should NOT take this medication?
Do not take this medication if you: 

· are allergic to amlodipine or any of the ingredients of the medication 

· are allergic to other medications of the same class (e.g., felodipine, nifedipine) 

· have very low blood pressure 



What side effects are possible with this medication?
The side effects listed below are not experienced by everyone who takes this medication. If you are concerned about side effects, discuss the risks and benefits of this medication with your doctor. Your health professional may be able to help you deal with some of the effects. 

The following side effects may go away as your body becomes used to the medication; check with your doctor if they continue or become bothersome. 

More common 
· abdominal pain 

· flushing 

· headache 

· sleepiness or unusual drowsiness 

Less common 
· overgrowth of gums 

· nausea 

· unusual tiredness or weakness 

Check with your doctor as soon as possible if any of the following side effects occur: 

More common 
· swelling of ankles or feet 

Less common 
· dizziness 

· pounding heartbeat 

Rare 
· chest pain 

· dark yellow urine 

· dizziness or lightheadedness when getting up 

· slow heartbeat 

· yellow eyes or skin 

Some people may experience side effects other than those listed. Check with your doctor if you notice any symptom that worries you while you are taking this medication.



Are there any other precautions or warnings for this medication?
Liver disease: People with liver disease should be cautious while taking amlodipine, as they may experience increased side effects. 

Pregnancy: There is limited information about the use of amlodipine by pregnant women. It should be used during pregnancy only if the potential benefit outweighs the potential risks. 

Breast-feeding: It is not known whether amlodipine is excreted in breast milk. Since the safety of amlodipine for newborns has not been established, amlodipine should not be taken by nursing mothers. 

Children: Amlodipine is not recommended for children since its safety and efficacy have not been established for them.. 

Seniors: Seniors may be more sensitive to the adverse effects of amlodipine. 



What other drugs could interact with this medication?
The following medications may affect how amlodipine works or increase the risk of side effects: 

· cimetidine 

· cyclosporine 

· erythromycin 

· fluconazole 

· itraconazole 

· ketoconazole 

· phenobarbital 

· phenytoin 

· quinidine 

· rifampin 

· terfenadine 

· warfarin 

Amlodipine may affect how the following drugs work or increase side effects: 

· benzodiazepines (e.g., diazepam, lorazepam) 

· beta-blockers (eg., propranolol, atenolol) 

· flecainide 

· imipramine 

· propafenone 

· theophylline 

If you are taking any medications containing this drug, speak with your doctor or pharmacist. Depending on your specific circumstances, your doctor may want you to: 

· stop taking one of the medications, 

· change one of the medications to another, 

· change how you are taking one or both of the medications, or 

· leave everything as is. 

An interaction between two medications does not always mean that you must stop taking one of them. In many cases, interactions are intended or are managed by close monitoring. Speak to your doctor about how any drug interactions are being managed or should be managed.

Medications other than those listed above may interact with this medication. Tell your doctor or prescriber about all prescription, over-the-counter (non-prescription) and herbal medications that you are taking. Also tell them about any supplements you take. Since caffeine, alcohol, the nicotine from cigarettes, or illegal drugs can affect the action of many medications, you should let your prescriber know if you use them.
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The contents of this site are for informational purposes only. Always seek the advice
of your physician or other qualified healthcare provider regarding any questions you
may have about a medical condition.
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