good morning, 

On October 23rd at the New Salem Methodist Church (about 1 mile from our house) a re-dedication ceremony will be held to mark the spot where General Ulysses S Grant wrote his orders for his campaign South with troops to do battle during the civil war.  This is where your great grandfather Andrew Jackson Signer came to “muster in” as a “private recruit”  in I company with the 4th regiment of “Illinois Volunteer Cavalry.  General Grant wrote his orders on a low hanging limb of a black walnut tree, subsequently known in these parts as the “General Grant Tree and in fact was marked accordingly with a bronze plaque until 1942 when a violent wind storm or toronado blew down and the methodist church. 

A. J. Signer actually enlisted on the 16th of November 1863 in Earlville, Illinois and was “mustered in” on December 31, 1863 with General Grant in a field near the New Salem methodist church along with several thousand other troops from Illinois.  

As you may recall, “A. J. Signer was a carpenter by trade, and was born in 

Pennsylvania.  He came to LaSalle county in 1849 to reside in Marshall county  

near the village of Earlville in 1873.  He served 3 years and 1 month in 

Company C fourth US cavalry and was in the battles of Culpepper Court House, 

the seige of Vicksburg, at Chattanooga, Fort Donelson and numerous smaller 

engagements.  on March 28th 1870 he married the widow Mrs. Irene Williamson 

whose maiden name was Phelps.  Mrs. Williamson first husband was died from 

wounds receive in the battle of Shiloh.  They had two children by this union, 

Frank O. (my grandfather) and Charles I. (this information was taken from a 

publication in the State of Illinois Historical Archives)*

*Records of The Olden Times or Fifty Years on the Prairies by Spencer Ellsworth of Lacon, Illinois 1880.  

Note: to Lowell as Webmaster for the Beenenga Family, please feel free to copy this information into our family history.   

