Update AB2683 - September 2004

The 30 Year Rolling Exemption Is Dead

AB2683 ends the 30 year rolling exemption. Amendments were added on the Senate Floor after passing through all committees. Here is what AB2683 does:

1. “Section 1. (a) It is the intent of the Legislature, in enacting the act adding this section, to ensure that vehicles , of the 1975 model-year and older are permanently exempted from the biennial compliance requirement of the motor vehicle inspection and maintenance (smog check) program.

2. 1976 and newer model vehicles are to remain in the smog check program forever.

3. Amendments added a link to Vehicle Code 5051 and placed additional requirements on 1976 and newer model vehicles as follows:

a. A 1976 or newer model vehicle will always require a smog check,

b. When a 1976 or newer model vehicle reaches 35 years old or older the owner of the vehicle can get a less stringent test as defined in number 4

4. To qualify for the less stringent test the requirements are:

a. The owner presents proof that the vehicle is insured as a collector vehicle

b. No parameters are specified in the bill for the collector insurance (example – mileage)

c. The vehicle must be at least 35 model years old

d. The vehicle must pass a tailpipe emissions test for that model year

e. The vehicle must pass a Gas Cap Check

f. The vehicle must pass a Fuel Leak Check

The Good News: For now all 1966-1975 vehicle owners can keep all of their highly modified vehicles exactly as is. 

The Bad News: Vehicle Code 27156 still says the vehicle must retain its original emissions equipment in place. We are all vulnerable. I get regular email from South Coast Air Quality District of 1971-1980 vehicles being bought and crushed. As a result parts for 1971 to 1980 vehicles will become harder to find. This is State Funded Scrappage. Remote Sensing is in full operation (study mode) taking emissions readings on any vehicle that goes through it (including street rods, hot rods, rat rods, 50s vehicles and 60s classic vehicles). No vehicle is exempt from Remote Sensing. We must still fight that battle. 

What Can You Do? Write Governor Arnold Schwarzenegger and tell him to veto AB2683. The address is:

Governor Arnold Schwarzenegger

State Capitol Building

Sacramento, CA 95814

Phone: 916-445-2841

FAX: 916-445-4633

EMAIL: http://www.govmail.ca.gov
Alternative EMAIL: governor@governor.ca.gov

Which Hobby Vehicles Are Mostly Like Affected By AB2683?: Late 70s Bronco’s, Late 70s 4x4 off-road pickups, Late 70s Transams and possibly Lo Rider Customized Vehicles. I have seen a lot of nice vehicles in each of these categories.

Who will be affected? :  In addition to owners of the above vehicles, many low-income people who cannot afford to repair their vehicle will be affected.

We do not have a lot of time before the bill gets to the Governor. Please write to him and distribute this flyer. Thank You. Len Trimlett www.smogrfg.com 
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