

A young Negro, by the name of John, is walking down a beautiful cobblestone path in 1930 and he sees a very built white man by the name of Bob walking the opposite way. “ You got my money, squirt?” says Bob, “you damn (sorry miss ward but this is helping my point along) well better have it.” “ Well, I don’t have – Smack!!!! Bob hit John. John’s face hit hard on the cobblestone path. 

Tweet!!! “Come her you ” said the cop” your going downtown with me.” This is exactly how it was during the time “Of Mice and Men.” People were mean and cruel and didn’t care about one another. People didn’t care about other people because everybody was poor and everybody wanted a sliver of happiness. This is what it was like during John Steinbecks younger age, where racism still flourished and was a big part of everybody’s lives, whether they liked it or not. 

This racism is strongly portrayed in “Of Mice and Men” mostly with blacks and women. Men weren’t scared of women or exactly racist against women they just thought they were unimportant and didn’t amount to anything. Even the “no name” wife didn’t have much respect because everybody thinks her job is to stay in the house like a good “women” should (she didn’t like that very much.) Black men didn’t have much respect either. Really, I think that people were scared of what the black people could do and shunned them. They also didn’t give women much respect either.  Crooks who is the only Negro character in this book, still plays a big part because of where he lives and how they treat him (pretty badly I think.) Why Steinbeck wanted to render this in his book or even write this, you’ll find out next.

Steinbeck wanted to illustrate what racism was like during Steinbeck’s age. Steinbeck wanted to put us in a position that most of us has never been in. Most have not worked in a difficult environment as Lennie and George bucking Barley. Steinbeck might have illustrated this to show us how strong racism is against minorities and women during this time. Also, this is what he went through; because a wise person once said, “That good writers write about what they know.”

Steinbeck put a lot of characters in the book, but the one he wanted to stand out the most, for us as readers, is Lennie. Why Lennie? Well, Lennie is the one who is pushed around because he’s a very quiet person who doesn’t know what is going on most of the time and he is also mentally challenged. He depends on George to tell him what to do or what he can do. Lennie is not very smart. Steinbeck wants us to know that some people, such as Lennie, are not able to think as efficiently as normal people do. Steinbeck wanted us to understand and have compassion more with him than any other character because he was for the most part the only person in the book with a mental problem.

 Steinbeck’s “Of Mice and Men” is a great book. As a reader you have to have a knowledge of racism and what it was a long ago. Like, which character he wanted you to have a lot of compassion for. Or why he wrote the book. Steinbeck is great in some respects, but he really kicks you in the gut and bites you in a certain part of your anatomy sometimes.  

